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ABSTRACT

In the pa~t nnyur s ixty years the lield Il l' anlhfllpt llllgy ha~ gone lhrtlugh m;ln ~

~h ifis conce rning the na ture o f its endeavo r. Shilb within gener al \lh.'lIrctil':.ll llricnl :l l i un~

rellee ts shifts of topic s pccutc 3gcndas. Moreover, a r...cent aw arcnc" til' the role Ihm hi't tlr}

can pla y ln a mor e vibran t and CdC l1te anlhrtlpu illgy has h.:c n ;M.) vlll:alL'1.I . T ho:purpose u f thi '

Iheii~ is 10 analyze the history of :mlhm polog ical Iheol')' as it p..'rtain.. In the Ji "-l.·iplin...•..

orientarion con~ming a sp«"ific h.>pic.n:undy t~ l.'Onc."pl o f Ih... pcacam . A.nthr"f'" l1lg) j,

enjoinetllO reevaluate its orienta tion and 3l'(.'Cpt the ch:l!kngl: ufdd in..'aling ecw avcI1I........f

ilkjuiry.
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INTRODUCTI ON

anthropo logy'" scope sul!j,'! .....t.. an allcnllvc uwarcnc sv of hu man actio n ;IllU inll'r ;k1iun ;11

variuus k wh: th o.' indiviJua l. clan.tribe, rommuniry, ark! \1:11...ltl 1I:..n...a few.

II is apparent thai ItKJa~ there are a numbe r til' tnpic ' I":d lk arrru;ll'hc, aV;lilahk

in anlhropol og) ' that ena ble a nlhrupo lug i\ IS10 aJtlo: s, alll.lA::o.lIl vc a pa n kular pruh lel1I. In a

spc=dlic com c ~t thi~ Iho:\ is Jl.kl n:\~5 Ihis s uuauo n. The co ncern hero: is alh: mpting h i

undcr; land the way thai anthmpulogic:al modet.. have he..-" tkv dop.'tI fllr 3 \f't-"Cilil' luri<:.

",u ndy undc ....13nding peasant Jll,pulatio n... Moreo ve r. :l.llcntiu n is g ive n III l~ r...1 tha t

anlhrupologi1:311heol")" has not be...n dorm:JnI: eew aw nlk,,, or i"4u iry an: ,-1.!Rod3nlly hcinlj

construc.100 ",-hil... dlal k nging tko\c lIIal already C'!li\! . TI 10S, an hi"l"ril.":!1 lumwJatiu n

concerning 1~n:lic~1 development ~nJ direction i~ 11o..'(."l:s\3/)'. A.. Rcgna Damcll un..."l:r ninl\.'l.I

out.

Slud('Jlli....h" I(;lm ..)'hinkhis...ric.lly.buutlh<:Anlbr..I",I..gi~.I I.. '"''''ilI ..i"'"hll ......M.... y

1(;lmIO(vll u;llc tl>c l""C!>Cnl l"Olllc ' l ..f ,\nlhrupul"gY lnd n"l''' ;l~Wrr ;l~ g''''I''= ltr''lh llll lh.l

Ibcyuc lOId. 11iiin I. IlI.. p.l.tt hi"lll)' .....I>ichillllitr l l<'l;11la1 g("p'I~ur.ll v• •hoti.... . r.. '"tly

pa"i. llrull>sr[}amc ll l ~8 2 :2671 .



Wh~n all.:mp4in~ any form ufsoc ial i~uiry, \p..:dtic flar:t mo::t.:~ for inv.:stigation

mU\1 h.: ddin.:al~d . Fur Ihe 13\k at hanc..l , a guiding 4u~l iun ha~ been. ' Why i\ there a Ik~

lilr an anal)\i\ III"anthmpIIIIIgil:31 1001\"! l1lC answe r in turn i\ Ihal o ur Ih~orcl ical and

lno.: lh,...JIIIIIgit:al ~~In\lnlCh an: ",,( immune IU 'Magnalinn; in ~.......:nc.l:, lh':l unen are applil'd in

;ld hut; I"a\hitln IIr J \ flllinh.-d nul abo ve, ;lI.'\.1.:ph:d a" -go..p..:I" Here the imll'1l.-dialC ,:hal h:ng~

i.. lu aUtIr~\\ tine \ Ul:h lou l. lh~ cu nl:Cpl pc asam . An a' \C\\ l11C'nl url hi, (.~ln~1.: pl ro:4u ire\ rating

me viahilily uf lh.: \C'verJI way, in whit:h il is incorporated in Ihe anlhmpulugical lid u 100:1.)'.

In onl cr hi apprlla(;h Ihi.. subject properly an hi..hlrit::l1 ac co unt of the concept 's

devd npmenl l-, the prup..-ravenue fllr invesugatlon, Su~·t:inl:tl y ~hc argumcm is Ihal by

ad,;nuwk-dging and ulkl.:....I:ukting how 3nthropologists over Ihe ye:tn hc , e c.Ielln!:'lJ 300

impl.:n....nl~-d the po..'a\an l ,,·tllk1.:p' looa( s amh ropolcgtsts will hi: able (0 35~SS the co ncept 's

fea,i hility fnr unc.lef\.lanc..ling (,"U m:nl problem... As ~of'!(' Park was incl int:d tu surmise.

Ibinking ablUt hi' lul) "It.....n' t have to becompetitive....E:I(:h scboc l !Iohouldn't aim to replace

hul ~'Jlllf'l':rn..'nt nih.:....hy improving its uwn partial c:c:pl3nalion for the c.I ivc....ily of cu ltures

and the limih of that dive ....ily· (Pari.:1QQ():88).

C. Wright Mil""once stated, · Ever} social science ur better, every well considered

,ndal l.tlKll· requires an hil.ltlrical !>Cope of conception ;mda full use ofh islorical m:ncrial" Ie.

Wri~h l Mills, ItJ~tJ : 1 4 ~ ) . In anthropolngy, history can be equaled as trad ition since we build

IIP.JM ra~ l endeavors , Tralliliun, as Jean Pouillon would have it is "a connneauc n of the past

il1lh~ present ." lJ. Pouillon 11171:77), Thus tradition has been a history of sorts:



11Irouthhilirtl('fflf"lalio.",.,rag i\" rt~1l1h<.'4"Ih.: ;m1hn'Jll>l•.,:i"'.·.I"l...."'.... tu.lh<'h.I.' ...""·

or .. amN kJ do in Ih.: tkld; h.: f.....mul~I."S ill ll.."I'nlS .' 1 his n ~UI1Uh' lbo.·k.,.,..", II.' h.n

..."ri ....d lfOlII'"OI\IM;I...hh .i1i..'1I.-ullurCl. B ~' ctlo...... nt:.('I,.....,N. "'. r""·.ib ,b..... .i~ in .. h......

he .ippr(\;ld",os l:uhUJo:1",~"'" ";""\:. '~ his .. ... l, in lhc lkld I".-.:~t.. d...... a~ in"""''''''·f.·,w.
authorst Puuill.>n:~I.

Pou i11 on I!> ' Iating Ih:u ever tho:}ears. in an h i""lri~'a l l i ~hl . anth rul"',lng) hOI.

J l:vd u p..'t..i ma ny div...rsc tradhlon• . Th ese " ould indmk g...n...ral a. well a••pt.·~· ilk lh ,'llrelkal

co nstructs . II is the anthrup tlillgi .t lhnm gh di~drlinary trainin~ who divcc m.. which truditiuu

influences him or her Ihe moa. It is wilh Ihb basic premise thai lin...can umliue the ccl...~·ti.·

nature o r tho: anthrupological pm r.·... inn :

"J"b( r ro",f is .holtIh.:re is 1'10Ion.:Uallilion bill socr,,1.Tll.:ir mullil,lid l)' ~"' IW' th.l 1'1 ·il

roI~ tsROC lho:Kalmlll;niOl'l01 ~ .peritfttts and d' -';l1inn into a kind of gl..~~d 1113-\10...." "

"'ouldl:Orl'llil..... \ho:lr.Wilit"'~ ....... " il:b ...uu ld llClhc.,... ...)I"' prnf":n)'ol ... ,"I')t>o...y. ( ln lh.­

oonlnfy. lralilit"'l ar.:di... rintillillOly. ;nI IMl il lh.::ir ~nti.ll """ ru•.-lit:..I IlUK.,it",.-hy
a ffirminf. IM t he il ~lri1i.1I,"" lu _h and sudI .. " a1iti...... .&rl ~ndll ..p >l,...j,,1 tit..."' ...... .,j,,'f'ly

.... .:n:ilo:a rdrosp«th-e xhu.;, h.: fintof all nllk!.arr.."W'llI.h ...io.-.:.MI'..b llin ·lIl11

opposiOOnlo~naino:ol ...ag osn ..'..lt as .., l"flsillf.alt' ......."'"I .. i1h, ..h.:n..T"tu."" u ..-.:

10~i1ion is a ",ay gf ronnu larinll tW\('·ldilf ,-r<'nt.-.: fPl.,irh>n: "MIIlI

Ou r focus rhe n r.. o n I~arn ing from th~ p3M. Th e concem her... i.. with lhu...•

Iheo ret ical dlre cnen s, th~mM:lvc~ . itu;lIceJ in lraJ it it,ln. lhal ha ve retevance in the dcvd ' lflmcnt

of the concept peasant. It is the trad il iu nIS). the h i ~tory o r anlhm ro lug ic:al th..·ury. taal ...njtlin~

us to seek out new avenue s or i~u i ry. A more co ncr ete a..~cn itl n I,.'tJnsi. t\ t lf allucating to the

cmhropotoglst a level of historic al rel ati vity. As Robert Murph y ~t al eJ:



'111.: 1",' llI i...,Ihm kn<lwk.'tlI,!I!;~ ·r,,'al i\".:' Ill. IIMl i t is';lI11lin¥-.:m U(lOIland covariant with,

I h~ j"",'~I;~,'l<'" illl ll l,h "'1<:~ l ll1li kll h"C" IIl':lIilrll~n"ll ink>a ll ,,, trin<lo f ' histo.k al relativism',

...1,idl11l ,rtb 1 1I~ llh.: cntcrionrurhc ,·;tlidil~· or '! hbu,r) i ~ it's r.'!c'·' lnw 10 rhe limes in which
il loa, wnncn. It "llul,J 1"11,,.....Ih.:n. lh;l! Ilk: "rillllJ:!1lI ll iMt>ry is s continuous pnxess Ihal

11"" ,1 I ~' "'1"' ;",·,1I". ,'",:11 "'a ; ,~ Il,'" i",i l/ tll' ;,mJ can"". of r<'l ~nU1w OI l".:<i.:wlnl"-'tl rMu'l'hy

1' / 71: I H~ J

lIi \ tury then l-, mo, 1 beneficial when it un<:r~ in~ ig h t into problems o f the J ay,

An m d ingl}"rhi-,Ihe\" :l1te mpt, In ju~ tapo~~ th h very large anrhr opological conc e rn upon a

lim il.:d prohl l'm: Ihe t.!.:vclllpm.:nt of th e co ncer npeasant and it\ re leva nce (or unders ta nding

\l l\.';;lll: hange in I h ~ pre-em Ccrural American context. The follow ing fe w paragraphs sketch

In dlapter O~ the foeu.' will he o n the development of the co ncept peasa nt in the

til'ld nl" ,ltIt h rnrllh\g~' . T'l reg.in with we will trace o ne hi ~toricJI pJth that led to ihe

dev elopm e nt of fII.':I"ml ' lud il' " Auc nticn ls paid to such development as it pertains 10 Ce ntral

Ame rlcan ~a\al1l ri ~. a\ ilhnninutcd in Englbh language- texts. Th e bas is by whic h Centra l

Amo:ricanp..'as'lIllrie" arc examined is tha t it becam e dear d uring the research stage that recent

wor k on tho: area rel ic. Irc mendlltl s l ~ o n a spec ific tradit ion in the d iscipli ne, In short this

lho:\h will illu.lr ,I(O: tha t histurica lly there has bee n a stro ng English foumJatio n that connects

British function alis m III Robert Rl-olicld \ com munity studie s appro ach and in turn has led to

a I'tl\.'u" lhal con ncct-, lllt'al p.'a..ant cormnun aics with the world aro und them .



Moreover, a specific theoretical model is analyzed in orde r to illust rate th~

histor ical rele vance of such 3 tradition. Thi s model co ncerns the rotcIll' the suh-1.l j~l·ipl i n~

eco no mic anthropo logy and in tum an uucrnpt will be made at c:\plicating how ,I particular

internal deb ate, the F(lrma l i .~t/Suh~lanc i vist de bate issued new Htc lnto eur ulltk'nt;1I1u ing Il l'

peasant populatlons . As 1. Ian Prauls sta ted:

Thc Iormallst-subsmntivlst co rurcvcrsy (] dllll~'I.l Ihe v'lri"lllc , ulllo-oct ml\ Il<'t\\Wll

economics and nru h fOj1O h'~y. bUI in lerms of alT ivin~ 'II an II\ K>nlalic ha>;c nUll "..' t .'t
paraeetcrs li'r the succe ssful ,malysi s or prtnnnve and pca:HI1I1 CCnll\ll11k.\ t l"';lt l i~ 11l1l7;'h

Durin g the IQ50s and [he IQ60s the de velopm ent of an eco nomic anthwfl\ll ngy !cd

10 a concert ed effort at delineating the ro le that the econo my played in pcusan r snci eties . Th is

does not impl y thM such conc erns were not add ressed at ea rlier times hy anthrofl\ llllllisis hut

rathe r that an increased awa reness cfrh e com plexity u f peasant econ omic act ivity was hcihg

incorporated into the flcld. This C3n be seen as the direct result of eve r inefi'asing onnplcx

leve ls and types of soc io-economic change , In a.\~es~ing the role thai the econo my played in

pea sant life , a few key issues surfaced . Unl ike earl y uucmpts OIl under standin g peasant

populali on s as culturall y isol ated co mmunntes (Rl"llficld:I Y" ' jj, new direclinn s ~uggc~ t ed 31\

historica l approach that delineated the peasant 's connection with mm-pcasum pnpulations.

Wolf summarized this appro ac.. in 1982: ' Humen populations cons truct their cultures in

interacti on with one another, and not in i.'iOlation " ,Wolf 19 112:ix).



The hj~ torie31 parameicr that accentuates or gives rise to this postulate is the

pcnl:lralion o f nlln ,c;lrit al j~t sucieties by a capit ali~t social formation. In a general sensethis

impl!c.. two rebted it./e:lS, Fir..t, in order to unde rstand s uch developments anthropologists

havek gun til louk at the hi.,tory ofthe people in question. Willia n Roseberry states that:

Wlwn w~ liI ~ (1f t hcl~ ~l i~'a l dc~~I~~. <lr'llhropolog isl5 urn 10 history becausewe wam10

~1t"\lI how th~ po.'<Illl" with ....hom ....~ llveSUl lO"" the ....aylbeYare. w~ wanl to know what

h"I'I",It,'ll \\o h~ l~ what th.:y<lid. whn \I'as done to the m. wh~1 the)'did about iI, what l~ y

th"ugbt abn 'lt it. Of l<,'n what was done 10 uem has 10 do with state formation Ilr

1',."lel,,,iani7.a'i,,n. (lf cu!"n ~, l i5m , atlClif ....e aret<lmake an}' senseal lll~bo"ll hl: peoplewe

~Il~ly \Ie lmvt' In am ')ICsuch blrg,:r, \lorld-hi.ll\lfical precessesIRos.-berry 198-b:7$ ).

Bc:Jring th is inmind, sucfhhtorical awareness in tum meant licaling with specinc

'( I~' i: 1 1 nnK.:.....scsorchange. On...uttemprutduing that was thequestionof 'agrarian transilion' .

A~ alluded 10 above . ;1 particular way to assess change was by looking at the effect capit31

penetration had on certain populnicns. Thetheoretical basis of this argumentas it will be

i nl'llr[l\Jr~: eJ in l h i ~ thesis is outlined in the work of David eoormanand Michael Redcllft.

lu thclrseminal work, Frutll Pt'(lSfllII to Pro{~ ra ri(l n , (1982) Goodman andRedclift state that

capital pencfratiun cannot he Burocenrric ln scope and appltcatlon when considering the

avc nucs il hastaken ln l.atin Amcn ce:

Illc p.:n",uI'tion and crpansionof capitalism in agriculture also hasfolloweddiveTgtllt

[lllll,s in Latin 1\ II l<:r ic~ andIbe ,JY "~ nlics of lhis process have arousedmuch controversy in

rec,'nt y~af'S . [ ~ !<Il"~,,"c r l ...~.k1encc also "'gg~sts the p<lftial. Incomplele nature of'ag rari~n

Ir;'lts;lilm'; ,hM is. \1'11<,'"~'\l<l"dvcd as III.:real subsurnptionof labour ~y capilal and me
formnion of II n1T~ 1 c31"iiaiiSidassandarural prolelaria t of",'age t abour~rs complelely from

lh"' IlI ,'an~ \l f llmiJ "cli on ((I11oomanandRedcllfI1982:24 -2' 1



Goodman and Rcdclift p:lyclose attention10this t) ~ of ~. lC i\J -ccun(1mic change

since this process is an overriding concern fllr all disciplines Il)f,;using nil Latin America. A

co rnerstone of thelr argument is that since there is no unilateral palh for :lgr:lrian transltlon in

Latin America. the focus must be on individual soc ial Iurmationv. 11l.: nuthcr-,d,l nut 1'\,' :111)

explain what they mean hy social formation. One urgumcnt they dn put forward is Ihal

agrarian tran sition ca n be blocked by the ex tstcu...\: Ill"nnn-capitalhi slructures, :U1d "ah llllllgh

the social formation is incorporated in the capitalis t wortd econnmy and gmcrnl.'d "y capil:llisl

laws of motion, cr ystallized c:"'pilalht cla ss relations have nllt become gl.'nl.'rali/l.'d in

ugr tculturc" (Good man and Redcllrt : 6K).

Since there are no 'c apitalist ctass relations' the social tocrnarton can I'll.' sccu as

those transhor y relations that e xist when socio -economic ch ange is llccllrring. Thu-, a slll..:ial

formation is meant 10 be a ' dcfl nhc set nf l'l:laliuns ofpmductiun tngether wilh the economic,

political, legal and cultural forms ill which their condtnons of existence arc served" lCutkr

er al 1977:315), Th is becomes important for the study at hand in rh.u each ca~e ~I udy call he

seen as being panic ut.ir.

In chapter two the purpose is to outline the historical ue"clopillent uf the Clllll'Crl

peasant as il pertains In Cenlral American anthropology, The juncture between chapters line

and two is concerned with a more lmonsc line uf inquiry, one thut liJl'u'>Cs on the ifll'rcasing

awareness among rural populations uf their economic silualiuns. Through this method the



comcnucn is that we are able to assess the feasibili ty o f "traditional' peasant definitions for

today's >Inthmplllugy. In cluing su limitations to their app lication arc established and new

avenues 1I1" inl.luiry arc s ugllcsted. This chapter situates this endeavor by outlining such limits

anti in turn reveals the methodology for the stud y :ll hand .

L ISllH 0 1' T fl i\UlTloN

Fur our usc here limitations of anthro pological tradition are too numerous to

rnemfon. Fur the purpo se at haml two pcims c an be established . First, limitations can be

'IvclTitling as they pertain to the fulcrum of the anthropological endeavor; the consensus being

that rcpcthive and cycl ica l postulates in the field arc not very useful when they offer little

insight into understanding the divcrshy of human populations. A key point herc is that these

pustulates nrc especially weak when addressing the problems associated with levels and/or

types uf sndall'hangc (in essence peasants in tran sition).

In The Rehirt hofAmhropo!ogical Theory, Stanley Barrett assesses the degree to

which 'sillvilgc theory ' is legitimi;tl"tlas ongoing practice in the field. In turn Barren's point

illustmrcs the limiting quulfttcs uf specific theoretical and methodologic al traditions:

This conc e rns thc manner in which scho lars tinker wilh discredhed theories in order tc

~ce" Ihc Ihcnries alive. Even i£ a IheL'l"Cl ical approach has been subjected to devastat ing

criticismthere is usually no shonage ct eevcrees who will continue to de fend lt 10 the hill

IBarrell 1 'l8~ : 84 ·8~ l.



Delaikd analysis of this limili..'\1 tratlithm is nut necessary at this juncture. sum cc

it to say Ihat anthropologicalthellri.:s must he viewed, ;lSthe late BullS,'holte sl;llcd , as heill1,:

· cultur:llly mediated. that is Ihey an: (.\lnlcJltually ~ i l u a tl:u and rdat iw· (Sd"l lte 1l)7N .\1 t, '

In :l longer ~age &."holte dari lk s:

Crili~l n:JI.....'i"" UIIdi,','!l<'~.. h" ,!",>I",i<:.1 ..;oJi,;'.. "" if "u 1. i~ "',\:" "" " ,, 11I

libcfatillJ imoyr as il it nUiv"l¢Jb~. bcals ~ ilno.'» Ic, &nlInlllll it...I,'S Il ;"d the IM' 'I!I,·.."iw

t~alil&tiOll of a " a h~ II,..: and Ilh:ro:f.....c ,ltlj....·liw t«:kl"-c.T""'~J d thi. "llJ, "" sh.."ll l-.,

concerned .....ith Intprov tng ,,1lIJ'dining the nl<'th,"'u" ,!\kal ,,,,,\\:,,,t. ~,d .'n\r i\ic~l ,"' u, " f '~II

his\\l.iu l pn:d"C"~S"'5 ,,,1IJ near "'~II"llIr"wlk. (SChl1I1C:·U :!I.

Thus, tradition is onl y u..eful if it cnalllc.. anthnll'lulllgi\1\ III dcal with 'JMll.k m

problems. (n dea ling with the pca\;JnIc.'UI'II.'Cpl lrac.lilion l,';ln he illlh tr.ll.'l.I01\hd ng inhibiting

if il is implell'l(nlcd :IS salvage thl,'Ory. An eJlample woolJ h.: the "" ......mi,at i.. n 1h....If) ·

approach 10 <levelo r ,'1IInt and under-ucvclopmcnt. The puin! hL'f'C i'i that n..llkmi nliun

theory's central argu ment was lis) that, in order tu gain economic prU\f'l\.'fiIY, ttl h.:(.UllW

' modernized', rural peoples fpC;L\.1nls) would have tole t gu Il f th~ i r p:t;\( ~ ) :

MO<krniUl ion was \-unWcrcd difr<::rl:nl rrorll .-CIlOllmio:d........~ 'llfll<:lU, lIl1l u,~h il u\lJally

il..:IOO«! Itw tal..-r. Mokmiu." >ll w..~ it !OtlC ..1 pl <l«'&. II r.>at...... un fll<l<n "lLh ..

1O«..tari1~lion, indiwidlUliim. i1Lili,:w'I:n",n llJ. lh:r Ihan _ l'ipIilln, " rldurhh" •• i<:nLoliun, ~nd
SII1ICturald irr...n.'lUialionIBam.'l1:8 j l.

• See Raneu (1984) for an aCCllunl of a!ll hf(lrul,,~kal tr;ldiliu'ls. their It,,,,(II!1,,,S' alxl 'll lva~c

q....lities.



Sill,.... inhibiting 4ualitic$ allocaled to thi.<; posuicn )tern from the f:act (as B:vTen

polint.. "u l ) that thls af'lPnlal..tl in a &e~r:l1 context has bee n ro m.idered outda ted. One of the

~"'''l..' nt ial l:ntit.; \1n';llf \hj\ appmat.... h;as been that its reformulation (salvage) in anthropology

aoo ut hcr "ud al -.cicnt.1....ha.' never tl'3n~ndt.'(j western ethnocentr ism.

In anthmpnillgy these views are abundant. Two IlOt:lble cases are Fosler"s ' l1T13ge

nl' lh..:J.imitcd gUild " ( 19651 and Lewis's -Cutturc of Poverty' (19 5 1). Concerning Foster's

I'rcm i~,Uarr..:IlCun l..: rnIs .

h"l<.'r ,tltc~ tllal Wiloll is nll'Stn~c'SI.<1rY 10 IWOl1lotc IicvcklpnlCnl is to Sllnlehowreplace
tbe r: a"ant·s c, lII<.-.:(lIiun of lirnit......good"'lt ll tbei lllagc ofa" ~n !oOl:icl~ ln"'hichindjvi«ual
ini.iatlve "' IUnOllhrt:,llell thest abililyoftbe commulIitytllam:lI::!t]Ql.

1;1( Lcwl1"" ea.....: his urkn tiltion news ;1I00g similar lines. As Chambers and Young pointOIl t:

...aJmllluoitYSl\Illi.;!sin this vti n $<Ipp.1lt the: h"Jlod~sislhatthe ... Iuesofrurtl~

"'f''fi.llly lh.~ allhe boItool of lilt nnl5lratifiQlion s)'$k'nt.hinUer tMr lbili ty IDrnpond
III .lft'lll1unilin r..ctl.an~ lC1t.ambcrs IIKt Young 1979:.51).

These traditions act as hfrdraoce since they orrerlittle unden tanding of modem

\lll:ial eh;mge. On thl.' other hand, anlhropological trad ition effers new insight when it' s

rcueswc nature suggests learning from the past. We have learned to realize that ' mentalist

ur cognitivc' oncnl.:lt ions concerning social change arc incomplete and eventually give way

1\1more economic orie nted type s o f analysis.
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Such new avenues ha ve often been cal led 'he ro r ico-structeral'. or ' m;llc r ialbl' ,

Their co mmon thread is that the y vkw the l11e lll a l i~1 aprnlach~~ ;I S not ~ing causal hut

"reuecno ns, rathe r lhan ca uses. o f the materi al world" ( Rul h~tein Il)H.! : IV.~ ) . The economic

sphere begtns to manifest new directio ns fur unde rstanding ~1 1I,:ia l ch:l11ge ;l1nllngsl rural

populat ions. Thi s is the foc us Ill' charta th ree: h i \ llUarely ~i tua1e tr auilillnal uelillit illns or

peasanrde s within the everyday con text of larger CC\lnUmlc activay.

M ETHOD OF ApPRQACIl

As stated lhe m ethod can besee-n as gro wing UUI of tbe pa s!. In "hll rl the ml.'thlld

is 35 follows:

I) Understa ndingo f anthroro1ogical lraJ ilion as pertainingtorhc development

of the conce pt peasant 'Centra l American contex t Hlumlnatcd in English text

language) means e,pl ica ling the viability nf such tradition.

2) Through this assessmen t ne w parame ters arc estahlis hed. They indlilIc the

dominant role th at economic life has in Cemral Amerkan rural pur u lalinn". This

also means reve aling and uooen;lanJing the l}~s o f eapilnl pcnclr.tli llll inv' IIVl.'U

inth e case stud ies that w i1lhcu ..ed,

3) Once this has been cstabtls hcd attc ntion is paid IIIs('Iccific devc lopmcms in

rural populations thu suggest a new unue rslanding Ill"tile concept f'lCiMnl. Such

"



area!> will incl ude the Increased levels of internal migratio n, and the restructuring

uf rural households in response to economic condit ions.

4) An overall concern is III expticate how the above three po int~ illuminate

new direction\ ror Latin American anthropology. Key points lor tliscussion are

aUlhropolllgkal usage. seen in hi~toril'a l perspective; sftuarlooal economics as

dcfincnted by rypcs or c:Jpital penetrat ion; anti understand ing the change in rural

structures-the Iypl.'01'wurk and the type of househuld .

Pranls tliscu\sl.'S the imp licatio ns of Iifl/mirm in the following passages:

Silmli,'nal t , '~k [tl<:US,'U llnlh~ acior-sfusulonmarrix in thai an n~lor 'sposiljon within any

:;c...·iu-tu ltllf;11 structure was examined in terms orhis then access '0 and control ovcr

res ource s. (I' ran is 111117: '111.

1>1) a'1:\\III\\"nl waslhal ll,c:lClor l!-fOWS up in ncrworks ofinformation. constrain ts and

'~'I"" hmil i<,,, " hit h ~~m~l illlle Ille "<I",i;11rcali.y within which he acts. T he atlOl"'S view of the

situation and ns Impllcation s [or acrlon al"<: giwn in t~ cross clllting of life histOf) with

I"cati<ln in "ud a l "llllcture . Ir ..... vi..... li f.. hislory asa irajectory ort~ aetor thrOlJgh

tdllti"n~hip ncl"or~s. ,h..n r..alily as he hh e ) exoencnces il must be socia lly base d. By this

I nl<,al1,h;lt the framcwurk with in wh ich Ih.. actor inr..r[lf~ ts ': ' fI(ricnee and ~c ts is goen by
he thcrt clung lng I<1I.·;nilln in soclal slru c(u(e (Prall is IQ).

Il



Inchapter four Ih.: fll\.'U§ lO hifls from g~IlI:r31lh~lln:Ii..'31 and rnt:thud.llogk al rmtl~n

10 §pttificc3W" §tudi..'§ . To ~gin wilh an all~ ml'l ~ m3J~ Itl sltuurc ran it.'Ub r t:~ .'OIwit.~ ioltl

I~ general fl'3meworl.: of an al)§i§ oullillL'lI above. Ik ginning wirh mnl CaOl.'ian's !>\w y uf

Zinacanlan l l9871 I c~ l alll io;h lhal silualional Itlgic rcvcalo; the Itx'a1il)' ti l' ..kcisiom mal.ing

prDC\."SS4:S with direc t r~lalion It) the largcr O;OCi ~ll"

With Prance s Roth!>\cin\ work Three DUll'rem Il'llrl ds I\IlK!) we arc utli:rctl a

more in depth study imuth c processes ufcapital penetration and the :lUend:l n l .~ i l llal i tl n a l hlgil'

that is in place. Moreover, the point here is mat .....hilc il is lmpUl1:lnl IIIundcrsl ~ nd the W;lp .

in which a community is inlcgr.l.lcd Into a larger sllc ial system (capilal penetralion) it is

necessary 10 uoo.:-r<.laOO the reasoning why !"-crtaind.:-cisiort!> regarding change an: mat.l~ over

others, This can only be accomple hed by focusing on thO';l: di red ly invllived in such

situalions. For ROlhstein w h ::l1 is import:!nl i'i undcr<.t3nding the pnX'C5\ til' 't.lq~:t'kl nl iJ,lI itlll

,uld prolcl~:!niz.::al ion · I Rothsldn 1982:161. Her focus is un indu!>\ri,lliJalion :tOO migr.tlury

work p:ttterns, ln gel1Cr31 Rc rhstein sta tes lhal wagc woR is be...v ming the d ominant lI>',1y of

lif.::

In IQ40 SIn CO$rro: "'A5;IIp:;IISiRlwm munlly. lIy I<nlU I.:u lh;ll/l .m.: in o:>'I.'ry r...,
hwso:boIdsc't>nlinllo:'u : J rd )' primarilyon .. hi tlht:y Ihem!;CJ\'t."Spr,>tlu.;t:d ~. Whal b hiprc ning
ill Si n Cos me is pa n u r Ill/:la' ger procc§§of 1110:: e ~ p" n§iOll o f intl ll~rlil l ca pil;ll!hnl allllth.:

lk p.:ISintilli lionalldprolcttr ian il&tiooof Medco I5J •.

My purpose here is 10 analyze thisdevelopment and in lurn , ugg~s l lh al a common

structural feature in Central America is a movement 10 wage lahur. In turn Ihb l:h ang~ ~ jhe

IJ



W;lY in which anthfOpulogi\t~ gil about ,-unm 'U'-1ing rrcoets and concepts for ;In:ll)sis. The

, ituatiunal perspective aho ilK.~ )rpuratl,,'tI h.:n: means that an ever i~as ing preoccupation of

rural flI}f'Kl l ali lln ~ h with thd r ':lunm nic livelihood ,

Finally I will lOllk Suvan Stnnitch".. work un HonJ uran pcasantrics.Lik e the other

l.'"J'o.: "oIUIl ic.. prc"":nled "01 1 far tho, e o f SlOnitch an: similar in theoreticl orientation. Stcnirch

eucmpt.. lo c:(plain how Honduran po::bants arc f:Jl,.\.'tI with new economic dl."Cisions in light

nf cap il a r ~~lrat inn.



ANTHROPOLOGY AND HISTORY

anthropo logy one munIocctc Its o rigin in l h~ "l"'clru m II( anlhn-opnlugK:31Ihe'l f)-, Ik rnaru

Cohn sta ted th;),! like hi<itory. anlhropoltlgy ts :atyro: u( Ln...wk'\lg.~. hul un ;I mu n: Jh..1r.k.1

level, the two disc iplin...-s are l"Onc.-cnll.'d with knuw!..."l.Igc n( · lI l h~~\.~· (C uhn Iq KlI : Itlli I:

~..o ncepuon anUappncnlo n (to.k'Granc 19Sc,l:129). The l{UinlCsscnlial t1ilTc~ IlI.'C hl.'IW\'C1I the

two discip lines is thut history all cml'lls to perce ive sm:h 'otherness ' in t ime, whil e

anthropology is co ncerned wilh spac e. It ca n he stated however, lhal limiterJ t ime Illr the

an thropolog ist equates as space . Fabian IIQHJ ) stipulated lhal carly 3nth rup lllngical ..rrnfh in

dealing wit h '()(herness' was vis a vi... temporal 'ifJ3I.....whk h :J1luC;lll'l1' t1ir(crc",:c a.sdhlanl "l:'

IFabi::ln 1983:16),

By this point Cuhn sh'~"!10':\ Ill.: ;'" thmpulught\ vk wpuint:

• Mor .: clclfly. Cohn ~ talO:S thm both hhlOfy an d ;tnthroro1ullY "Ilitll ... ~l c' pl ic ;ttitlll tho: ntc~n)t t l!

Df lCl iDns Df p.:Dpl.: roceedtn oeume aoo placc. lU pl,'I!ol>nsJn ;lIImhcr"t ,'., hn 1'l ll tt. IClHj.
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The: Inthmpologi~ pmits I plx-e wlk! r~ tho: n~li~ I re- ludltnl i(' . ullIOUt'h<"d .m
abori@:wl. ~nd~riV':l lod<1lylhe ..:.:~I hi slmal rut IIlalllk! p:opIch.:o r IheWJdia .~

c Cln,.lillll<'d in tho:hilltlri« ' ly l ig n illatlll coklnials it..... i..n. Iffirmi"1 inll c a d ~ llk!y ~

!ol,nw:Ilow uuI nftil\1(;and hmur y ( 'din ; IQQ,.

To illuminate I ~uote the follow ing P<l'i'klg~ rrem Evans -Prild1ard:

In !>OC h :t '>IUllyu . for ilbll n.:c . tho:pla~ oflh~ r UMn in Englishpublic life lodly. or
ind«<l I I ;lny p,lIlicul lr dn~. we would l lmhropol~isl.ll nor l.'Onsiller II ncc.!SSlry. as mosl

h isll.. ians wou ld, to trace Ihe hislory of the king'ihip in 1l':' l iI Mil p.'lhl pS overce nturi es,

l~(lu~ we wUIIldbe more lnt.:res tc d InI pa rticular p"i m of tlme , whelher the present pr e sent

or ll~ p.1>l prc~nc. rAlh..., lb~t in h's devek,p nlenl,\\I hich for liS hav e OIllyA limited rele van ce

IEvalIs· I'r ildmd l%2:bOl.

In an histori cal light h bas been stated thaI anthropology's role in the human

:K:4 uhililln of knowh..d ge was mostly du e 10 the lk velopment or the Euro~an sl:lte:

Fun h....rmllfC. with this oJc"dopment, the th\.~lical or~nt~lon or Ihis nascc m anthropology

IL,j In tho1' early !kvclopmo:nt cf a pscMIo-par:xligm~ic starce: ' oth....rs' ~ant peimhlve ."

'lklrc"lin~ 1 mommllO iUUSl~ the ""in L r.ril: W o lf hllS5l'lIlcd1""1in IIOOA.O. nobod y though!

,. " ·:IlfUPC &5 bci~ a h tghl ~ d~~1ortd Irca . II " '1$ w ithin tho:nc,t kw c:o:nturitsthrou.gh trJIdc. w ar•

...."""""' ..~ lind OOIrig hl rompo.'1il i~1In' of d<:,\~lupi nJ!: S1~ 10 <:"pand IMI Europe found Its k~$

t IlIK2:2t111 1. In Ihi ..,lfl~U ~er &wkr I IQII'JI eepoets.dial ",ilh tho:VK:loriu (Volu liOllism o f tbe

pc,io "l,anlhrol'o!t'@:y -inm:asingly I.:'nls...J 10 see Ihosc lo:-chlkllogk aUy prim ili y~ races Iholllllld surviwd

irll" lhe ~!o<,.'1lt lS ill us ll1IIlions of how com~mporary man's aO«'SlOl1 lived b« k in t he 5lOOI: a ge'

11I""'k1" IQIN:1l.

" Sc...MlIri~ nnn Torgovnlck ( I~l (or iI dClail.'tl ac coont of th~ term prlmhlve cqu,ui nt as Oth er,

'0 a j!tlltHII S1alcnltnl Tor, ovnkk "'r ilts"The: ",om primitlve firs t apl"'utd ill English i n lh~ fifecc nlh

"'c nlmy ItI signify the ·(Iri,in.al or ancestor" of animals. ptrltaps of man. In ilSdo m in anl mea ni ngs
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However. hav ing stated th is it can ~ argu~d that the l:lllll'..:p t ',l(h..:I" wnsoor :m

anthropo logical invention. B~rn:J.11.I Mcrlranc ~"'Jn le nc.J s Ihal ihc \bdnrll~n t , If the IIllu' r

concept d ates back \1) the Ibth centu ry:

In Ihc c\",m0I.!r;ll'h~ " r Ih<, ~1 'l~''lI 1 h "~nl\llY, il wa, 1 ·lll i~l i;lI\lt ~· ....hic h e;1I1~' b,..I'\,<,,'lIlh,'

I:urtlpcall anc) the lllln·t:llHll'<'an Othe r, ,' "lhrt'l'"l,,~)· oJid IlUI ,'liS l: rh,'lr \\;l~, Idlh,'I",

dc nlOllol o~y, illm lr "',1 ~ up" n lhi s hUflr.on Ihal rheOrl,,'r took '~l hi~ ' 1"-,, lIIe 1II" ,lll in~ , IIIlit.,

I:nli~h~ nlUcnl i\ ....as i~mllanc.: thill call~ bo:ll'ow n dl,' b""llI:nn ill1dlhe ( )lhel. 1\ ll l h" ' I,,'k~ .1

<lido"r.: ,i,!: rhere was rather I h c llo.'~ a l i v i ly llf a ps) dllll"llY o r "'''''',IIII I " Il"l'i'h' IlI"I,~)·"t

ali Iit<.' forms anoJCJuses "f unm.llh: dnd il .. ~s upon th i~ III"iJ."'1 Ihdltil<:'1 1l'~'1 ; l ~sl"'~'" hi~

signmc" " c\', I n 11~ ~ i n,1,'t:nlh ,"emury, lindll)', il ,," s Ii" ".., ~.'"I"~icl llj lll":, "v'~lil j.. ,,;,, )· lilli ",

llm cilllk: bctwceuthc Iinrnpen n ard Ihe nun·Eur" fII'nn OIh<.' r IMd ;IJI1": 1 " ~ " : 77 I .

The 'oth er" concept. lJ,.:vdupcu as :I das~i r ica l\lry tucl, was a~~igncu a rotc in

antn ropolo gy due to the European wo rld view of the time IIKlhl'CnlurYI. ClIlm \ t1gg.....I~ lhal

o m: must view anthmpulugy ;1\ being rormetatcd at the lime when hi'a ory ruuu of nauon

stales) was rN ching ilSapex:

ll iMory and Jnthn>flllklj!y a~ forms ur knllwledg~, Ille <:re~I~ '''. f",.m~li/i ' l i'~I, ."d
pr~.'Ii<'~ o f ",hic'h an: 1l~~pJy .:mbcdlkd in lh~ hiMor i,,~1 ~'I"lrienw uf W".,r.:tl l Fm" I'" hum

lh~ fi(tc.:mh~n tury 10 Ill<:present. Unlil the d ghlecnth c~n llny dnl'tr"p"l"ll~ WiOS " I ~" l .. f

hjsll11')' ICohn I981:227t.

throu!h the eighteenth centory, il referred 10 ' Ihe firs l, .:arlicsl age, period, ' v M.gC·, u."I"II~ <II .""r\·'1
history, later of biological r i ssu~· rTt1fgo v nicl l990 : I'l /.1
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It W3\ ibc Eu rnp:3nlo' b.:lid tha t the P3\ t W~ c3 u\all y rcl3t<.'t.I to the present. By

.:u .nin inll a,pc(.'hurlhcir pl:~ n t lo,uci31pral1K.~", lilf evamplcttbe Europeaas surmi sed th3t

lhi, .:nJl.":lVllr Wl llIW hd p tth:m u nd':N3 nd tbc 1'3-\1 \ tlT~~1 o n l h~ im m..'1liatc

rn:.....nt ICuhn:!:!7 I, Thu.. Ii'll\: ho.:C3m.:an in w u l1ll."n t uf m.:a..urc:

T IK:I ~ull'r'=a n n~,i vt Ih<:'ory llf ,inll."it~lf "' IIS l~nifllrn...'lI into chronology with lh~ kk.
lh. t l;m~ .,~, k.I h.: IIb;'-..:tiwly lIk'~illr<.-d alMl f;;omrll,,'lIlllllJlI~h the r~ tlular diyision s of limo:

inl" ll<:l iC1d, II' ",h il:h '....eots CllI,kJIK: assiglll.'d by dal~s- t COI1n: ~ :~"~I,

The fund amen tal method h)' w hich Ih is wa... accom plished was wit h the

.:\lahli..hmcur n f, 3.\ McG rallo:..ta tes, :1 'Chr h ti3n c hro nology ' ;

'm.: YIn.>Il5"hiworio:s· of 1M var ious ancitnt kingdolllShad 10 ~ sYlll:hro niztd ;n 'O

"1li>t." y·, . 1llI 1!l<:prinlary rhylhm MOUnd '" Ihroutlb .. hich IMy " 'eTC:10be inl~r"'"owfl in

•......n.....,'i"...·.,... $) ....hron~ into otII: ......:ra ll lllliw y P.ll(rD ",.as Bibl__. l hiSllll)' : .

"l"","-whaI1llw niul synthoe$is .. ilkd and l uilkd by lhe:a1oe. 1ora lOIali,&rian lIIIily 1 ~IC!Ja~

IQIIQ'hUI.

SUl-h h.:lid s were cc nstrectcd b)' wh at EV:ln$-Prilch a rd called ' historie ns-

'-III.'illlllgU':1o': thos e L\1III.~fOl.'\J wh h .MK.-i:li i n~t illitions, in m;"so;movoeme nt! and g rea t cu ltu r:t1

ch.tIl1\':" . and whu sl"Cl n.-g u larili.:s, tcntknc i~$ , types 0100lypica l sequc ncen and a l w 3ys wi thin

3l\.'1ilrict cll histurical 3nUc ull ura\ conl~"t·IEv3n.~·Pritch3n.11 962 : 4 8 ) , Co upled w ith this v iew.

IIIII.' saw Ih ,' dev elopme nt Ilr a rather ~lhnolEunx:en l ric point of view co ncernin g the natu re

III' man. T he t1n m inanl !ROO': of th ou ght, Euro pe's ce ntricity in the o rder of thin gs, did nol

"



Americas. As Coon s lah:~:

Ea,.an s Y.. lh.:ms.:h"<ll lno..llhtir nlr i,"'~ "" lhc pn':l t'Uil".' d .'n lL..,"III Ill<'""lid.-n..•
anlhropolor.islS' wllj«1 !'«11I1I! I', imiliw "'.." ..... .IS......ia....,J .. nil 1110: '1011 " 1;11 ", ,,11.1. ,IS

di1>li n~uim.:.J IruRI l : u~ ..~r~ Ih.' p.·nf'k ..ev eulu..-•.,J. dv iliud ,IUd l""j!".,."iw
{("ohn :2~8 1.

T hus oneof the most Ihlsk asvu rnptiuns Ill"nineteenth ecunrrycump.: W;I, I h~ i.lea

IhJI the new labd tell ' primitive ulher' W;l S ran of :1l;ranJ cvohulonary ,c: lle. As T) ltlr. ,I

ptcaeer in the discipline uf anth ru pillogy , pUSih:d :

TM hiSf.....Y ,,(rho: IOIW' la~-': 5, as ,If tho:IliB""' , ia n"'l lit.: hi'ol••,. .. r .. ,u " "" " r
do:go:nal.l ion. u'~ Q( .:qtIII lllot: ill"l illm.IO ~nd (10, but ..... ll.. lIIo:m:lll ...hKch. in >;'il,',.r
(req U(1l1 slOp$ancllrlaps..~ ItaJ ..... II1<.. hoI.: t>.."''11 forwaodf1yl.., 11t1t1 :1'1.1,.'

Ag:lin a point worth me nl ioning here is th a t the ol ho..'f C\lI~.:Cpt i1llC l f evtll.......d . ~h-"Gr3l1C ....alcs

Ih31in its early ..I:t&e the OIlier co "'-'eJlI was uTkler.;Itll.Jll in dCI'Dnnologic:tl I~·rm!'> . Even hl ally

Ihis was Sllrpassed by a ITIOI't 'enl igh1l.' Ill,.'1J' 3ppru ac h where the cu nl'C('1tkriv o.....t kg ilitn:llinn

by being assessed on an evulutio nary sca le :IS bt!in&' ig Dl.H'3nt', Finally. in I h~ n inet~cnlh

century. me o th er concept was n= ne~ ive : whh the e\labli..b ne m III' Lyell\ gc n lngk:lI time

"



anthropology W;JS give n "the space it needed to account for the slo w, progressive evolu tionary

rhe of the huma n co ndition Irom savagcdom to civilization" (J\IcG ranc:90) .

Underxtunding then the lmpon ancc ofevolutionism in the philosop hica l wande rings

til' man. attention must be turned to its role in the development of anthropo logy as :J. field of

knowledge and eventually d iscern the cons truct ion of the peasant conce pt.

Ina rec ent article enlitle,J "Erhnohls to ry: the Unfinished EdiAce ," Bruce Tr igge r

tJullines the early Eumpean's percep tion of the pri mitive othe r, Dea ling with North America n

populanu ns , Trigger suggcsrs that there arc so me very c bviocs and fundamental problems

asstlciah:d with this pe rception. For cxa mptc, on his own work dea ling with the Huron, Trigge r

sta res that he encoun tered "[ntetlect uully iade fe r ulble vie ws abo ut nenve peoples and an

3Cl'omranying mural insensitivity abou t European cond uc t toward them " (Trigge r 1986 :254),

Moreover Trigger contends that :

E"rUI'~ll n '·'I'tnr.:rs ;lpp"..tch,'d Ill.:Ilrst lllltiv~ peopks tllq enc ountered w i lh ~'p<"cl atlons

,,kr;wd fn.m d~s"icll l tnulilinns and m~li ie\'al supersurio ns concern ing ",'k~l sons orpeoples

lived ill the (enll'!c corners uf ,Ile world; monsters. savages, cannibal s. or the remnants of 11

gcucu ;rg~ (TriJ;l:\...r:2~4 1.

With Latin Americ a s imilar op inions were quite evide nt . Tcdorov points out that

upon initial con tact Co lumbus stresse d the backwardness. the non-ci vilized aspects of these

primiti ve others ; · Physk ally naked, the Ind ians are also 10 Colu mbus' s eyes, de prived of all

cultu ral pmpc rty: they arc characterized in a se nse, by the absence o f customs , rites,
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religion ..: rtodorov 1984 : 35). In both Trigger's and Todo ruv's account s these curly

encounters are cusmogmphicaltleth, 17th cen turies],

It was therefore, with the eventual onslaught uf cvohrflo msm and the merridi llg

concern of the new European states with their hislllrics tha t it \If:IS len ttl a Ikdgling

anthropolo bYto attempt to unders tand the primitive lither.

It was contrived thatthese othe rs co uld nut 'it into the hnmcdiate Eumpcau scheme

of things as temporall y situa ted; ahhocgh lhe upinion Ilr Tylor and associat es was that all

peoples progressed, the primitive others were at a ~tagnaling oago. This pmiti on wnx

emphas ized when Tylor atte mpted 10 cla ssify people thruug h .~ t agcs . His c rlrcria were :

The ~bs<:I1c.:tl,- presence, high or lowdewlnl'menl. orme iIMIII,I ,i;,' M l~. e'I~'d~ lJ~ IIk'I;.!.

worklng. manuf,luu,-ing of impkm cnls and ve.,., ls. agri....hun:. mieuhllrc. Cleo II'" C' lenl uf

s<:i~nli lic knowledge. Ihe uennneressor moralptlneipjcs,the ~~lI1d ili"n ur rdigi'k" bdi e r.~ and
ceremony.the degreeof scclal andpolilica!org.lnilation.a nd!>l , I'"uhl Tyl"r rK7 1: 2.\·241.

In concluding this section I mention one ove rriding point. Fro rn the lllllSl)t then,

the beginnings of a nascent anthropciog y were based en the dictat ion of Euru~an ~Hd~ty ; it

being the pinnacle of civilized man. It follows that the commo n denominator III' Europea n

thought was the idea that "cult ura l de velopme nt s e veryw here followed dcllnitc

laws-unfolding uniforml y from the s imple 10 the comple x anu culminating in the in~ t itut il)n s

of Western Europe" lEgga n 1968 : 122), As Mcgrane revealed, the other conce pt entailed the

fundamental underpinnings o f what eventuall y wuuld be anthropo logy /McGramd 1]" The
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new ant hropo lugy, weak in method and burde ned with loose theore tica l para meters , W:L~ left

the task of intcrpretfng the primiti ve ot hcr\ cultu re and socie ty. Focu sing o n th is co ncern led

the earl y a nlhl"tlptllugists inti) the area of developing a science of man.

In the 1(J20s one saw a particu lar tine of investigation co ncerned with a sci ence

of man/socic ty- British A nthropology, A natural science o f socie tj: (deve loped under the

auspice .sn f Rauc1itTe-Bmwn and Mal inuw .skij playeda very importan t role in the development

of anlhm["ll.l logy in gener:JI and fo r our pu rposes here , the peasantconcept. First. be fore dea ling

with the spcciflc tpc asar n co ncept) a gene ral ized introd uction to lhl.! con struc tion of

nnthrupolog tcalthcc ry is necessar y,

Th e purpose o f a natu ral science of socie ty is 10 discover laws whic h gov ern the

soc ial relations in a particular social structure:

'Ih e wrucenrc censlsts ofrhe sunitoi alof all lhcs ocialrel.aliollshipsof a ll indivi<Jualsat

a given l\I"m"nl in time. Aflholl~h it cannot. naturally, be seen in its entirely at anyone

n\tll\~m. wecan observe it : all Ill"the phcllOnlCnal lcalhy is there tRoocliHc-BrownlQ~7::i:i ) .

RaJdiflc· Brow n war ned 10 "rormnlate generalizuuons about co rnme n features of

all bu man sccl eties.These gene ralizations wou ld co nstitute so ciallaws" (Kupe r 19 73 :72 ). T he

purpose W:L~ that the es tablis hmen t Ill' societ al laws mean t ana lyzi ng how certai n pa n s of

socie ty functionl-d in order to maintain society over lime . As Kuper points o ut ,
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The . laNlily of ihe srmcmral fonn depends u(I'.1I1 the inl':l:\rat itlll " f ilS pans. lInd rhe

I"'rform.1ncehy llk'5<'p.1rls\l t'l'arlicular lasl.;s which are n.:'''C!..'l.lry Forlhc!\1i.illl,'n'lllccuflh<'

iorm, 111e5<'art the fun,·ti,lI'IS of lhe pnrts \If lh.' SY~CIl11 "ul'Cr:nl.

The unit of analys is for such an inv~~li gat ion became the primiti ve other (:mJ

eve ntually the community study approach). Here like in carticr cascs. jhc anl hmpnlugist [with

a unit of analysis in place t wen t out to seck the ntlter,

It was at th is time thJt the other was not so far away. With man's IEurllpe:ln)

innovat ive ability in the field o f transportation the other \.ov uld be reached in days or weeks.

Moreover, the industrializing world needed to cont act the other areas uf the gillOe li lr various

reasons: the need for raw materials, labor and markets were paramount here , In an historical

light thls was pan and parcel o f the European tradhlon since the sixteenth century:

Thai complex historical encou nter between Ihe Wcst and the Third World which

co mmenced about the 16th century: When capita list Europe began III emerge nut of f~uda l

Christendom ; When the conquistadors who expe lled the last o r the Arabs from Christian Spain

went on to Colonise the New World and also 10 bring about the direct l'onfrnntatiun uf

' civ ilised' Europe with 'sa vage' and ' barbaric' peop les ... when the conceptual TCvululjon 01"

modern scie nce und tcchnclc gy helped to conso lidate Europe 's world hegemony CAsad IIJH

:104).'

' Or, as Johannes Fabian, in a 1000g passage was moved 10 concllll.le."/lm"ng Ihe hi!.lufkal

conditions urder which our lliSl;illlinc ell""rgoo arxl which aff,:cl.:d lrs growth .nd differentiali"n were

lh~ rise of capilaU$mand ilScolon ia l bt- ·i mpcria l i~t e~pansioo into the V~'fy sclCiclics which became the
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lkbat ing whether or not anthropology was linked to colonia l govern ment is nor

the foc us here {Sec A_~au ; 19731.Su ffice it to ..ay tha i anthrupology's s ubject, the other, W.:l5

nu longer an lsclatcd revet of inquiry. Our concceuauon here is on convergence: re lating the

hi"lury of 3 Rl hmrullf~ica l thcury to a precise development n ne peasan t conce pt ) 300 thu s

cvukc a connection IIIa more hisw rical appro ach in the d iscipline. The a bove state ments ha ve

..uggestcd a part o fl his model,

So far uucntion has bee n un associating an thropolog ical theo ry in an historical

ctmlcxl , now .11 this juncture it is ap propriate 10 suggest how the co nc ept of the peasa nt

became a the' lrcti cal "~ IO..truer and ml,'thudol ogical tool in the ant hropo logical tradi tion as

de veloped within the frame work of the community study approach.

We have co nside red in a mhrup!llogical history the developme nt of a scie nce o f

man. Th e 8 ri!i"h fum;tionali..t appro ach eluc idated the need for understand ing how parts of

a sud e ty operate to maintai n the society [lhe who le). As pointed out above an ea rlie r

pr ;\ctition cr tlf Ihi!; approach was Radc liffe-B rown. In the introd uction 10 John F. Embree 's

l ,n~CI llr our lnquirfes . !'or Ihis 10 'k.'t:ur. the e, pansive. aggre ss ive. and oppr~; ive soc ieties whkll \11<:

~~'II...r tiv...ly ~ nd inaccura tely 11111 the Wesl nee ded space to occupy. More profOllndly and

l""bl.::m'llica lly, Ihey required time10 ,11"W0IIl1odale the sche mes of a ont o-way history: progr.:5.S.

dewl"rn lr;nr, tll\lO.l<.'mily tand thei r nogntlve mirro r images: stag naficn. underdevelo pme nt. lfadi lion l.

In s hort, gCllpolitics h,lS i,s id"'llJ<1~kal foundalio ns in ehronopolitks" (Fabian IQ8J: 14J-I-l4J.1

24



ethnography Suye Mum : A Japanese V,1I11~i!. Radcliffe-Brown uU l l i nc~ his alm :1I"J the

beginnings of the community study approac h.

Wh.1lis required fo r ';"lCial amh"" p'lt"H is a ll1llwkdf:~ "f huw ilklivillual mCll, W\\III,'I1.

~nd chikl1\"nIiv~ ",'ill1in n given sl>l:ial 'lnlO:lln~ . II is "n ly in Ihc cwr>d ;ly lifc " f in<li,'idll;lls

and in .lId r bl:ha,' iur in rd ali,m 10 one am~b" r I h.l 1 1 1~ functionluguf , "ciat in' lilmi"n , 0.';111

be dir~c lly obs.:",·~d , II~n<,:c 1"-: \,;inllur'cs..',ueh lh:1Iis mu, t il1lJlunmu i . t~ ..I",.., "Itilly f,'l

many mcnes or a community which is surtiek mly Iilllil''ti in '; /~ In permil alll hc lll-lails ur

its l ir~ lore examlued t\{mJellf(c·llrown lll.\ll: \ ...1.

Following in Radclltfc -Bmwn's foot step s Robert Redfiekl hegan such a stud)' in

3. Latin American context. For ReJ ficid his approach ncccssuncd a particular lh ~·Hn,.ic:d an d

methodo logical avenue s imilar to thatof Radcliffe -Brown's :

In th...de...... topne nr o f scjencc it rs usuo, ' and n~~~'~lry tn br...nk up tlto.' wh" ....s w.:
encoumer into I'IIrls.ll is lh~ w~y o f selence 10 lind sll~lll d etl~ms lhal can he nlm~ pn.'l;bdy

described and retated to ...ach other than can such Cllll1pl~ , wholes as ar...l:Orllllllmi lic~;II~

persona l iti~s a ndci\' i1ila l ions lRc'dficid 1%0 :10 ).

The po int here is that th e cummunity can in itselfbe considered a ' whole' or a ran

of a la rger, more l.;omple~ one (civ ilizat ion). R~'(j licJd saw small communitics as hcing the

anthropological subjectmatter by which to undenl.:lndlarger societies and in turn, relate thc\e

to an overah ' natural syst em".
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Unlike R.1lk:lilT..:-Brown bcw ever RL-dfield d id not see peasant culture 3Sbeing an

andlbry a...p..'CIllf th..:\llCio:ty. RL'l.Ilid d wa.\ L'J 'k:~m..'d whh culture si~ it W3S 3 fund3~nt31

IJlL'l:hani,m by whieh 3 given :wd elY W3\ m:linlai~ I RL,,()fi~1d 1960:4 11.

TIll:puint ho:~ i, lhat RL'LI fi~kl W3!O ljuitc 3W3~ th:1I unlike the primitive isolates

that had bee n the fueus uf much efthc early anthropological peacuce, the peasant communfty

was connected to a larger sudety. Thus fhc lntcrccnrectton of what he called the ' little and

great I rJJi t illn~' wa.. e..scntlul in understandingthe perpetuation of not only peasant society

hut alsothe larger sude ty uf which il was :I part (41-42).

Thus RL'LIlidu stares Ihat the anthropologist who is going to study a peasant

communhy must t.1ke "on some part of the responsibility for t h~ study of 3 co mposite cultUI"3~

..lruclure L'Ompri~d of lillie 3T'k1 gre:l1trnt.lition!O whkh have intel"3cced in the p:l5taoJ which

a~ ..till inlcr3CIingtoday" 1501. Thu.. cu ltul"3lt r:lditions.:lreintrinsic in th3lt hl('y are the ways

in whK:h ~:L..ant L'UItUn: reintorces Kk ntity and perpetuates such identity via socials tructure.

As Singer ....aIL'S. it W:L\ between IQ()() and 1950 th31 social anthropologists

dd ioc31l'LI · societies 300cuttercs as natura!systems, studied first h3nd some of the simpler

\lnc~ intensively, anJ L'Omran:d them in a side-by-side timeless equivalence to arrive at

generalizati ons :I00ut thc nature of society and of culture" (Singer 1976: 188). In tum these

developments led to the lncrcnscd awareness of the historical and structural relationships of

the small and large community,
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Redfield . Singer co ntends, had three reaso ns for such an approa ch . Firs t . t h al l h~

methodofogy and lindings of such anthropological wo rk were fundamental ;IS rcprc scmutiuns

o f 's impler' socie ties which in turn contras t with the larger 't' ivilil.<,.'tI· society, Second.

Redf cld's work o n Te\XJlI lan and Cha n Kom llluminated the way of lifl.' (cOmmunilyl lha (

most peo ple lived around th e world. The third and lina l reason for Rcdtlcld's approach was

th at Redli~h.l believe d that the civ iliz ations in genera l had been studied many times over h)'

other scholars: "the study o f Ihe liule co mmunity, and its cultural traditinn within the omi t nf

:I:civilizationor a nation, had been neglected except for a few anthropnlo gical studb" ISinger

1976: 208-2091.

It was with suc h view s that Redfield began the study of the pe asant as pl.'r1aining

to small co mmunities. In 1956 whh the publicat ion of Peasant Society and Culture, uuc uf fhc

first, stro ng, purposefu l and analytical attempt s ro situate the concept of the peasant in the

:tnthropological d isco urse is initiated by Redfield . Peasant society consisted ntthc lillinwing :

w~ are looking at nJr.,1 f1':11rl~ in old dv ili, al illlls, th~ ,u roJ p.'op le who ~~ '" t rol and

celtlvaie their land for subsjaence and as a filiI! of a In diJionat W Oly of life and whu ItMlk In

and Are inll uen~ed by gentry or townspeople whose way nr lire is like theirs hut in II n~>re

cjvlttzed forOlIR<!dlh:1d IIJ~fl :13 1 ).

Therefore an histo rical acco unt sugges ts a movement from 16th century oihcr III

co mmunity other. from Renai ssa nce ot her meanin g cos mography and dem on o log y (Trigger 's

' rem nants of a go lde n age') [0 an Enlightenme nt other dev elnped o n the hil$is o f igrlllnince

and ' the psychology of erro r' , It was only w ith the Enligh tenm ent 's co n!>lrucl illn uf the
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L'JnL'CpIIIf ' unknown L";I.U \c~ ' Ihat Ihe myths and relig ion~ orthe ancient pagans and the

LlJnh:mpllr.lr)· nlln-Eu~ans Luuld be seen as ignor.Jnct', l.e., as erroneous evaluations o f

' unknown L-"US~S ' . Myths and (lUlythd stic rel igions wen: then ~,periefk.-ed:lS e rrors-e-fc r in

llnkr lU \c..: 'my ths" hr..lIh those ufth.: anc k:nb as well as these ofth~ prim itives, :ISerroneous

..:v.:llu:u j" ns e,f ' unknown causes ' , the Enlight~nme nt li~t had 10 have the established co ncept

Ilf ' unknow n causes" ftvkG rane:74 l . With jhe nineteem h century's evolutionary approach the

:lsSl!Cial ion W:lS with flllsiling such others on an cvoluncnary time scale of progre ss Here

Chrtlnlllugy came intn play. Finally in the twcnnefh cen tury the othe r repre sents progress and

dcvclopm cm anti an emphasis en tho:L'ultu ra llyJifferen t communhy o ther (McG rane : I 1:\-129 ).

' \110: culll ll1U1lilY'Slud y . IlfIIl"oll;b 10 ~lIlem.:TIlS lhal wou ld J.l~ eedescribed u '~sanl'

",a s m.: Jlf,ld1ll.1orl inuboel_'.:TIFuno:tiOMtiS(.anlhropolog y lndCffUinlrend sin soo:iology.

Ibokliffc· llruwn ·s inl11lCocc "'.u p;:ln icubolly mailed . for his dd nilion of 'rolllplfal i~

~11:~~ ' "' .s ;milIvi\.lliorl lo c\ leod Ihe lhcortl iQ I framewor k uf his $If\/C1ulal func:tiona lis m

i nl" Ib.:$IudY\l rlil.:TalCSOI:~~stSi l..erlNn 19'N: 501.

Th us, the ..:stablhhrne nl of a co mmunity ~ud~ oecmauo n heralded .:I.s hift in the

typ.-s of p.-oplt..'!>that would be slul,/'cd . As !ltated abo ve, with the increase in contact between

all parts of the world jhc anthropo logk: J.1 subject maner bega n to shin fro m the dominant

Ii.\OI3h.'t.Iuther) approach 10 peoples within the confines of nOll ion $1:lIe5 anW'or colonia l areas .

It is within this overall line of il1l.J u iry that the peasan t concept was developed in the Lati n

American context.
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COMMlt~ITY Sn lOiES A~O THE PEAsAl'Or CU;-';CEPT

In a review ot rhe 1971)sconcerning r.. {~so3ml"rk3n l"mmunity ~tmJh..~. Ch;lml~ro;

:lnd Young (\9791 stipulate Ihat the foundational English work on the arl";l is Redlk lJ \

Tt po::Ihill: " Mt xicall JtillaSt . lIl,lJO). The qcesnon to be raised her<.' is \\Ihat c ~ ar.:t l y were

the criteria b) ' which Redfield developed his community study model'! II wnuld wcm Ihalt hl"

~senli31 tlk'On:tical motivation hOI:> been underst300ing how par1K:ular slIc fl"lil"s of'l.'r.ttc

[n.1lur:l! sysle m ] ':lI'ld d e.11 with ch.1nge. For Rl'll lidd Ih o:- aVl"nUl" h y which Ih is '-"l,K1ld he

for malized W:IS by relating !>OCi.11 ~tructun: .:lndc ulture .

Silverman points tbls oul:

In sIXaking §p.:cillcally of pus.anlly. RedBeld ~IS sue;"ly ~ nOJ L'UIl" .. • ~l<.k l>y ~iJ¢

11 956~ ). Cuhure (which here ind udcs gre~l and linle lrad itinns. valu.:J. amI w\"ld ·vic"sl

cOIlslitutcs the plan allll n\,," ning ~ Ihal IInld sIXI...t)' ltlg~ l llo: r . Socie ty (Sll\:lal ~In linn~.

"" nitul~rly, in tllis book. peasant·dite relations) gives cultu re n veilide and means " f WlIllllltn·

ica rion. asocia I Ofganil arionofttldilion ISilvC'f111an I97Q;"I.

aspects of :l given society:

In the cou rse of the ir $hMiiu of sma ll 3nd ~lr·sulli~ icnl prim itive !>I"' io:l i~ ..

In tllropolosl s15a rne10think ofn ettsud! com mun ilYIS. s,5lCmorele ments in rdar~ If1 \1tip

10 one .nothc:r. Each w~s an Ml.lyu h!.: .. hak. ElN:hL'OUkl be looket.l I t by ilsel f. withoul

ne«loSIryr.:fclcnee 10thing s OIItsidc of it. I nd «lU 1dbe un,.k rwxld ll5Jl11ns wrorkinll ll)gClhcr

whhlnI whole IRcdn cld IQ' 6:351.
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However it was Red field 's view thatme peasant comm unity was nOI isolated for

example like primitive tribal poputaucns {indeed it was his view that whhout ' h ighe r

traditio ns ' and civilization pea sa nt co mmun ities co uld not exi st) : "Th e fact is that

anl hmpn lngb ts have come to sec their real small commu nities as parts of larger and

compound soc ietal and cultural who les ' (Redlleld 1956 :14\.

within the conlines of the community study approach speci fic facto rs then are

ddincall'tl lilrnutlining exact ly what circ umscribes the anthropolog ical acceptance and usage

III' the pcusant concept. Such factors, ibc method ologic al underpi nnings if you will, centered

on 31h.:mpting 10 obse rve aoo Interpret a ll that was repre sented with in the confines of a given

co mmunity. These would include such typical sociocultural areas as planta tio n work, kinship,

relig ion, technology, economy and lang uage . Atthls point it is not necessary to delineate the

charac teristics of these areas since the ir import ance will be explicated later on when the foc us

.shifts to umlenitanding the community approach to sects! change. The main point here is thai

co mmunity, culture, and society are intert wined as they are related to exte rnal popu lations .

Fur the peasan t ~..ommunity in a Latin American context, the domi nant focus

becameunderstanding the socioeco nomic structures thai related scattered popul ations . As Eric

Wolf asked, · ' ndeed has there ever been a time when human popu lations have existed in

indcpendenl 'c of larger cm:o mpassing re lationships, unaffected by larger fields of force? "

(Wlllf IQN2:18l.
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------ -- ---_.---- ----------.--------- -- --- --- ---------

Followi ng in Retlliekl' s footsteps Julian Stewanl suggested that ahhnllgh the

anthropologist is aware of the fact that peasant populations are part of a larger Mld"'I~' it ls

evident that particular segments of th...s...communities carry more \-wight when ;lll...mpb are

made in trying 10 Jennesuch populations. With Stewcnlthc priuril)"l~n ll'reJ on pnltlul·'h ·...

forces. Silverman. paraphrasing Steward outlines Ihc approach:

1llI: ·rrooocliw pfOCt sS<....· lal'lliu s¢. lal1lluwncrshil'. llrg.lll ililliun "r pml llctillll, .III11

related ph~nonl<:na were taken as pdmMy: variations in ' the .....,ly uf li fe' well.' 01." "11'.... I" 1>0:
curoHarksuflhcsc pr ocesses t Sllverman 1<l1'l:bl) .

While 5''''\\':1.00 was concent rarlng on prod uctive pl\ll'1:sse:. WIIlf mlll Minl/,

contended that Steward's approach. a reliam.."C on undcl"'ltanuing "land usc and the prcducfive

requirements of different crops" was100 narrow an area for invcstigarion, Their foc us in turn

was "the economic andsocial situation of those .....ho produced anJ :~ , nsc who livcll ll1l' nf the

crops, and the relationship of the local productive arrangements to the larger pnll'csscS of

colonialism end capitalist development that shaped them" (Silverman 1971,1:011.Hence the

concerted effort by Wolf and Mintz to analyze peasant populations in economic terms hut

focusing on plantations rather than small communities.

It was at this point that anthropologists began to shin their lilC US of pcasantries

from the small communities approach to one that addressed a larger histurical context;

understanding the various. complex socioeconomic and political structures nt' ' m,Klcrn'

peasantries.
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In a recent article William Rusc bcrry summarizes the theoretical stand of Wolf and

Minlz in two ge neral postulates, Fir!il. thei r approach can beconsidered historical in that Wolf

and Mint/. understand the development of local com munities over ti me and on a global scale .

Secundly, hy assesving the historical development of such communities, Wolf and Mintz

alIdrel>s the unthropclogl cal subject "ctihe interw ctilln of local interactions and relationships

and the larger r ru l,"SSC.S of stare and emp ire making" IRosc~rry 1988: (63).

Thi\ viewpoint is that such populations do nOI perpetuate their ways of life in

iwlatio n. Ruther, it is their relationship with outside forces that deline ate the shape that they

t;lke. The key factor involved here become s the economic environment in which the peasant

community finds itself. It is at this juncture that :1 shin in e mphasis becomes apparent. It is

nul lhe internal, isulated cnaracrcrtsucs of a peasant community that are paramount when

trying III underst3nd peasant populurions but rather the soclo- economic ami political

relationship with ourshle (nation state and world economy) forces.

II is in this context that the rule of the sub-discipline eco nomic an thropo logy

became dom inant. The following paragraphs will anempr to situate tile role economic

anthropology played in relationship to this development. In tum new avenues of investigation

aN opened . These will include undcrstaodlng the dominant role of capital penetration,

silUational logic and migra tiun.



ECO:"lO~llC A 'lTI-lll.OPOLQGl · A:"ID TIl e PuSA:"IT c o s cer-r

As tbe abo ve OVl:n 'i.ew has su~go=~ It..'1.I lhl: domin.ml lh~~ when uling III l.k n~

l:1tin American peasants was Iht' type of eco nomic al.1ivil)· in\"tllvl'IJ.

When K:nt Potanyl' Tm de and Markel ill Ihe I:'arl ,\' Emllin' s was ruhli~hl-u in

1957 lu inevitable effect was to inlensify a dehate that had begun roughly .W years earlier. A~

Geo rge Dalto n stated , the deb ate. in its most fundamental sense. cent'~~d en :

......-hlch uf several a h~rTlluive se ts of anal)tic al conl'll IM~ arc hc,;! ttl inwplcl f<'ul-wurll1
processes arw.! instinutulls. Ht1<.1 what kirx[sof ;lnal)tical.\UCSlillns !.I,U' lkl ~ P\ ~ Il. primitiv,'

and peasant ecoocnnes-teose a~k,'l.I by eccnce msuaboul Ollr'"l"OnOmy. I. \lU1.'~li\lllS lI.wing '"

<.1 0 wilhI~ cunnccliOllIhelw«n ecunomic al1ll.... ial <lrlotanila tiun,' irJnlll~' IQ71:7tll.

Concerning the FormalisvS ubs tant ivist debat e. Sa hlins in an e:arl i~r article

eJlplicated what Dalton called the ':d lernative ~IS of an:llytica l \,'Of\l"CI'l... . He cnn tenr.k-dthat

the debate centered on us ing e ithe r ' ready-made' mod els o f c \,"tJnllmic theory (e .g..

microeronomics) to :malyze and inh:rpret non-western ccoeomies or 'developing :I new

:lnal)'s is more appropriate(0 the historic al societi es inqueslion ' fSJhlirr> 11,I69:U I. In lither

words. :lddressi ng oon-WC$lem el.:onomk .. :IS ~ing ·ulKlcrtlevclop.'IJvcr;iu ns "f llur ow n' IIr

economics tha t an: co mpletely diff ere nt (Sah lin'i:14) . To pul it another W:lY. can Wc~lcrn

econo mic theory be empl oyed to inlerp rct eco nomies that arc non-WesICrn-"l.'CCllIl)mies nllt

based on the market exchange principle'?

JJ



The intensity of the debate Increased when Polanyi constructed a model offo rmal

eccnumic theury. Potenyl co ntended thai forma l econom ics are based on the logic o f rational

chuice.mak in~ beha vior rath e r than factual em pir icism [a d ifferen ce between logical. deductive

lmplkariou and empirica l, inductive implication]. Pola nyi explicated that formal as stated

above i, -, imply a way of c rea ting assumptions about an actua l or poten tial empirica l reality

in urdcr III perfo rm certa in kinds of analysis ' (Halperi n 19R5:344). However . Polan y i

"ver..tcrfll.~ tile boundarie s uf lug ical deduction and implied that formal economic theory

wo ulu he given e mpirica l groundin g: meaning that furmal analysis was typ ified by

c·Illlvcnthmal mkroecnnllmic theory:

Ily sny in~ tha i III... lormal deflnftlcn (If th... ecoeomy co nsiSlffi of lh... concepts and

c;ll~gllr k:> 1I';\.'t! in conve ntional economics. Polanyl gaY( lhe concept of ihe form.ll sp<.'cific

c mpiriea l connenl ami ctent ...L1 separate domai ns for formal and substan tive analysis

111'llp.:rin :J 44l.

The domain for fonnal c...-cnomlc theory in Polan yi' s model was market exchange

sys tcrrrs (ca pitalist). This is where the debate really be gins. T hose who adopted Polan yi 's

model \\-~11I nne ste p further ; the}' attempted IQ apply it 3S a universal construct. At th is

juncture an ouulnc uf the For malist and Subsrantlvlst posit ions is necessa ry to si tuate the

re levance of economic anthrupclugy to the peasant conce pt.



FoR. \IAU ST ecc sosncs

The most generalized ro m...rstone of the Formalist position is that uniswia lity

predicates all economies.As George Dalton stated ardent Forma lisl s believein the "universally

applicableconcepts of economic theo ry, e.g. scarc ity, ma,,;mi1.ing 1,lnU) surplus that can he

used empirical ly 10 analyze primitive anJ peasant econ om;cs" tD.JIltm 1\111:70) . This in turn

is iIluminalClJby a...suming the position of Prauis:

The foma liSlQ $C in «o,lom;("alllhRlflOtosy d ra~ on Rut...lins' fk flnil il lll "I' ec'''''IIl Ii~...

., Ih<!so;kIXc " 'hid! Sludin bd1..I.,ioo.u" as a ,d.uionsllip bel............,'TkIS;lIOOsam: lIk'aM whid '

h.o.'C..Il.:mal i. 'c ..-s. This"lU.lytH:COIII:rfl ion~usn ..n ..~••i,'UloII'~1"f"il;n""1F - 11K'

cOIUnl ....,IX("S o r §I...r("il,.. In fkl ..ny kind of bo:h.ovluu' lIhk tl is lnlh ...•..., -d t"'-':lI n:i11
<:oIUidC'i1l ioos fall s " 'ilhin lh<!Kopc of a:unomk @cn.:nl i1lillion ll'laui. IOJII7:1-l1.

Th us the furda mcmal characte ristic that shapes human ~conumlc al:tivily i, wardty. In the

physical wor ld the resourccs ava ilable for utilization an: scarce, meani ng limiled in relation

to the demand for them (Coo k 1966::'>36).

Peasants, lik... ;:,,11 ind ividuals in a given soc iety, rely on lhe mean, availabl...In

satisfy their need s and wants. When scard ty is c videnl . material bcnclit~ have tn he d ivitk d

amongstthese invol ved. It is the role of the economic sy~l...m til t'I.."guJ:ue th i~ el1mllmi t.ing

procedure (Cook 1966:336).

To res t ate th e Formali st position. sc arcity init iate , th e pm ces-, o f

econo mizing-peop lt: have 10 make rational choice s in a given economic cnvinm mcnt. Tbb,

"



mcuns thut ide:as,IIr if you like, laws such as scarcity beco me institutionalized in the econo my

uf a given sud ety. Simply put, "an exa mination of the place occupied by the economy in

socie ty is simply a study of how the ccora- .ic p ro L'CSS is instituted" (Prattis 1982:2091.

The rotcthat the amhropotog fu plays in this type of analysis is to discern the

cu ltural variahles that would hinder or benetlt this formalist analy sis: "It was 10 provide

cthnogr:aphic descrlpuon of different value systems and cultures so that the analyst could

i.,nl:llc the culturally perceived ahcm atives that were appropriate to particular ceclstcn

situaliuns' (Pranis 19117:15). The following is an example of this type of analysis.

Matthew Edel (IQ67), in an article entitled "Jamaican Fishermen: Two Approaches

in Economic Anthropology," attempts to delineate the roles of two amhrcpo togtsn who work

within the formalist framewo rk. A basic criterion for this study was thal lhese fishermen d id

nut operate within the comcxt of market exchange. Thus, Edel's generalized statement tha t

"econ omic analysis may be considere d the formalized study of the way in which econo mic

means are combined to satisfy the desires nft hc participants in an eco nomy' (Edel 1967:4JJ).

&lei argues that since marker exchange is non-existent the premise is that the two

anth rupelogfsts in question , Davenpo rt and Comitas, are not co ncerned with the western

principle I) f 11lt1llelaril ation but rather with the premise thai formalist analysis can be applied

whe n ecunomizarion is the focus.



Edel stales that Davenport aoo Comitas structure their argumentson the premise

that if it is known exactly what are the available resources in a society and the type of

technical pmductlvecapacity andexchungc realities then it becomes dea r as to the "maximum

degree to which these means permit the surlsfact lon Ill' the preference function" l&lel:

433·434). Preference function meaning me "set orwants lhal the participants in the economy

desire 10 fulfil to the maxjmum degree possibte" (&lei: 4.l4). Wilh,lUt a uetaill'll analysis of

these stud ies the point of relevance centers on the preference functi' ln as hdng a cultural

factor.

In ehhcr cas.:. lh...desire s. resource s. lechnique'll an\l p"lte lll~ III prtlp.'l1) al\' takcu ; l~

given. II is in Ihis assu mplinn Ihal ll'" ec" nomic Olnaly.1differ s r[llOllh~ ;"lI hl 0I'"I "~ i ,, . Th,'

laner; in his rheones (If yalu..:s. culLure hi~ I"ry. \Iifrusion "nil invention or lCchni'lllCs,
ownership ClISIOn\l;andsocial slfllCllIrc. is concernedc., plidll y with esplnlning Ilk:nanuc ;lJId

origins Oflhc economist's "g;Y.-ns· ,Edd :4J4 j,

Basedon this assumption &lei explicates how Duvcnpon and Cumitas cl1mbine

both cconomistlc as well as cultural factors in their respectlve moduls , A brief'overview

should suffice to explain the bask aspects. &I d stipulates that the economiaing nature elf lhe

Jamaican fishermen in qecsrlon can only be understood if the rule ofInnovations le.g " spear­

fish ing, co-operatives and seine netting) is ponraycd us a result of 'cultural preference'. With

seine netting, a capital intensive fishing method, it docs not seem plausible I'mthe th hermen

10 use this method since it goes against the risk minimization factor tc.g., if I fI.~ t in a smrm a

complete financial bust is entailed). Furthermore, a cultural c...)n~lrai nt that impedes this

' preference' is the quantity procurement involved. If certain flshcrman an: perceived as



dominatin g (due III innllvatio n) by the sheer size of their catch of the day the end result will

he uhjct:tilln by the se not using the sa me technology (akin to Foster' . limit ed good principle).

In conclusion &kl states that ' the general approach. which implicitly follows the

method s llf econumic analys is in explal ning economic decisio ns on the basi s cub e interaction

ol' prcli:rc m,:c [cultural]resources and pote ntially available technique scan be extended to cover

all ofthe t::lscs"I &lcl:43K). What doe s this mean for peasant populations?

In a IUIl,t generallig ht the above example illu minates the role that amhropologisrs

play...-J in form al economic analysis. The broad conclusion is that the univ ersal logic or such

analysis means that (III economics are subjected to this type of analys is. Moreover the

anthmpologisl helps by situating the cultural context of given exc nomles . With peasant

pop ulaliuns formalist analysis meant that the econo mic activity in a give n peasant society

...'(lUld land shlluldl be subjected to this type of analysis; scarcity. maximiz ing and individual

logic arc thus universals. Within the conllnes of the community studies approach a peasant

would he seen as a m~xi m izing individ ual: all activity becomes economic. The key here that

diffel\l l\t ia t~s jlI:a., antri~s from other peo ples is the level ormarket exchange.

Moreover, economies then di ffer only in degree not in kind [Ha lperin 1988:11):

l"'-"as ~ nl cco numlcs therefore are co nsidered as being ' minimures' of larger capi talist

eco nomics. The relevance oft his premise willbe exp licated when our attent io n turns to capital

po:netrntilmi n pcasant socicties.
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