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horne and the schooL . Since thif.cliild.re'n-we~e usually of one -.·' 

reiigiou~ ._.denomination •'the sch~~l . was· t'requently. constructed : 
o I ' • . ' ' ' ' ' I ., ', 

: -· .near the church, · which w~s respected· partly b"~cause ·of .its '. . 

,' ·::,' · . awesomeness. · -Du~~the ~chool -day in~o~mal.visits - ~o-~ -th~: ·/ 
'. · .. ,-. school -~b~- .t~~ . c~er~y· .bee~~ ·a co~~~ .pr'ac'tic~ ~ · Ad~i tio~all~ , .. 

. . . ' ~ 
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. ~- . ,, 

... . 'l 
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.. .· . · the· school functioned as a ~1;1nday. sc_ho?l: ahd as . a hall, where . 

-. t-~~ 'church affil'i~t~~ · worn_en's _ gro.up ';p~rfo.rmed · concert,~ o:r- : :_ 

-:· 

.. . . ·· ~, ..... · ..... . ..,., ., ., f ' .·. . . ' -. - . . '· . ' ' . .. . 
·helO.· ~otheh· ·.s.ocia1 e.~ents. Th'i!~, · .th~ . ~chool ' bec.arne , :i.d~nt:i'fied '· 

/·· . 
"' - with . the whoie· · c.;mmuni ty. · ·It ·functi~r~ as"· a meeting ~la~e .... 

• , • • • ~. 0
• ·for any. iSsue of .public irn~01;tance, , "i ~ell a~ fa~ any even~ 

of an·,. ~nferta'ih~n~ or soc'i~·l n~a.tur~ ·._r_ap.~ing . from co~~-rii ty ·. · .. : __ 

",:.·_: : concerts to· vis·~ti~g g~oups -·of : entertcd'ne~s • . . ·_ ',· . 

' ·:' 

. , . 

... . - ~ ·. _../ .. . · 

'• . . 
· , . 

.conseque1,1tly -this • cooper~tion . ~rid int'errninglin.g · . .-
• o o o ,\. ' ' o • ','' • , • ~· 'o ; I: ' 

. . • ,. 

o' . around. a central. point, ·. the schooJ.; - appea;r:s ' to h~J~ po_sit~vely : 

.lnflu.eflced childr~n IS attitude '·toward . edUCation, /rir~t'~ . 
' .' I ' ,. ~ ' ' , • ' ' . ' , ' . ', , 

parefit..:teacher and _·parent-scho;i relati.onships were . very 
.• ... . · ·:. . . .. ' .. . . . ·. · , •!' : ' . ' ' . . . . . . . 

- p~~s~niil .. - Pa-rents referred to.-. the school as "our" , schooi : and 
, •. ' • I , ' 

.. 
Second,- with ali -four : 

groups cooperating and · worki.ng in uri.i.-son~~chi~~r~n '.s educati~'n .. 
·. ' . ". ·... . ·. . . . - ' . . . ~ . . .. . \ . . . . : . . ' ; . .. ' . . . ' .. . . . . . . - . ~ ' 

. ~ay '_. be . .descr ibed;_·as being Ch:ds.tia:!i~ steeped 'iri the moral ·, . . · ·. 

' • • ' • ; • ' • • • . • ' ' ' • . • . . . •• ' ' . • . • • : . . : · : G.~ ' . : 

· group.' Third, the atmo!!lpher~ · genera_ted by the. four · s9urces · 
-1 '• • ' I' ', ' ' • 1, : ' ' ,; o ' 1 I ' . ·-. 
' conunuriicated to child~-~n .the . aven~es open ' to· thqse; who· : 

, • • • • . • • •• 1 . • 
.. .. ' 

.... . corilplete~:(schoo't, as' ca'iuparted to ... ~~attr~ctiv.e" . . alter~~tives" 
· .. ·: ·awaitin9 ·t~oie ~h;· _dj_~. n~t-·. · . The: .b e l ,ie.f -~eld ·an-~ : exp·~~~s~~ ·_ . . ·_ 

. . - . . •' '. •' . ; ' . . . . : ' .... .. . 
. by· ·adrllt·s ' .to -. :Childi:.~ri -~~e~ywh~re, . for.- ~ exarnpl~·, ' w~s · _ ;'Yo~ · wC,n• ·t -

' . ·. . . . #: !' : ' -~ ', . . . . . . t • ' 

.. :_·g<:t· a~y~her~- ':"ithout Y<?Ur _.edu~-~ti·o~. t?~~y'! ',! . . . ~hildreri ··and_ .. . 
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parents_ were so . enthused about ~ducationl .·for_ ex'ampie~' ~t~at . . .. I . . \ ' ' . - . . ' . 

. . . 

when· the results o; public _examinations were · r¢leas~d the · · 

' 

· · · · · I • - · . -· ·· I . . • • • 4 .·r . 

·~ . . . . . . . . . . . ' . '·. ,· . ' . : . ' . . : 
·whole·· conununi ty knew w~~hin ·a _few minutes who · pas sea anq · 

: . - . -·\ . . ,• . . ' . - ·. . . .. ·. J .. 
who t'~iled .. _. · · · . · · :. · · · ) · - .. · · · · ·. 

. . . . •·. . -~'ffect of Jidticationai InnoVations .· . ~ • ·. ··q· ' ... · 
. . - .- . . . . . I . . . . . . -_. . 
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. _. , .· .. Newfqundla"nd Is ; e~trY. irtto . C~nfed~r·a~.ion _ li?rough_t . ·_._. · .. ' . 
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.. . . . . . . I. , 
·, . abo.ut _ ch~nges_- ·that:· appear to · ha:ve· fataJ,.ly -:affecte.d the.;.:·,.· -·· . 

· . . · - · e.~ucati~n~l · ·C·~:m-~cienc~ :gene~~-~~d . b~ :.' this: cor{tbipa~:Lo~· :o'f :. . . ': . · . .. . 
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.First- came centraliiea · high. schools· ih Foxtrap ·and. co·rner·· 
• • • ,, • ' • • • ~ I • • • • • • • • I • . . I • . • • . 

yr~ok in ,1954) ~iewed a~ advan~~geOu~, i~di~~ng ~ppor- . ·. . . . . 

tunities· and ·:~.r:ov~di'ng :fac_-ilit~es · unkl)o~n _. in· sj<l;.~_l . schoqls .... : · . · 

. - T~i·s·. centrali~ati¢n· p~~cess I a · _ ne~ . con·cep~ .·in /educati9p', .when .. · 
.': . . . . . . . . - - . . :. ·. . . " ·: . . I . - . . . 

a~s~ .a~p_l~_eci_:_ t ·o p~pu~a t~o~ · e~ ~m-iri~·te.d __ no~ . Or1~r. · -sm~l-1 _· s~ho~l-7. _, . . 

but al-so- small -communities as ··well. · The ·elimination. of· smalL · 
. . ·. ' . ' . ' . . ........ f 

c~inmU:hi ties :was considered:· a.' ne'ces~~.ty_ · m8~~rdeJ:?-.~ of ·.peop~e :'-to 
·: ! 1 •• ' -.. : . 

·.·. · . 

iaige . cente:rs pa'rtly . to . faciiit~te th~ e'r _ection of 'large .. · . . 
. . : . \ ~ ,' ·. . . . . ,' ·. 
·schoo-ls . to ·serve large pop_ul~tions · of childr~ri · (-The -Royal'. .. · -~ · 

... . · . . ' '· . . . 
.. 

-Comm_:i,.sslpn . a'n .Education ai:td Yo.uth; . l9'67). The Royal Comrni~sion . :· 

on Edu.cation: _:~~d- . Yo'uthl. cb~pl~~~d.--~ iri't~-~·7; . ha~te~e~ the_d~rn·i;e '. 
' .. ' J. • , o • ' .,_ ' • ,' I ' ~ ' ' 

·· of ·the. kind .of .ed11C:a'tionai -. a t .mosphere :.p:r;esemt.- in ·. th~ . scene .· .· . 

-:des~~ib~-d ~abo~e 
1 

·-~i ~h- -_:{ ts: - ~-~:~o~~~d~tio~s ·.reg~-rdi·ng the--:· ·. - : · : __ .. 
.- ' ' . .. ' • . : .. -
ama~-~~ni~t·i~~ ~f ~mai-l .s~ho,ol b·oa:rds ' i~to J.5 ' 1arg~r ·-s~h~ol · · .. .. 

. . . . :: ... • . . . ' . '~ ' . ; . - . ' - !. . . . ' ' ; . . ' . · . 

boards· and ·- th .. e dec.reas~ of -~hurch· ·and :publi·i:: . 1nfl-qence in ·. · .~· ._ ·: 

· e·d~catio~. Thi~ p~~c~~s ;'fi~~l~~ :-1~-~ --~o a~ ·:·equ~~~i-~n~l s~·e~e --~ - . .. ·. 
\ ' . . . ... . . ' . . . . ·: ~ . 

. ·.·· ·. 
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. ..... lar·ge , el'ementai:y sc,ho<?l.s·,· . no.t · necessarily·· in'· the sam~ 

·' . ' . . 
o • : •· , , c' , , ' • . ' • . ' c.l , 

cornrnunit;Y, ,, serv~~:g children in the . surrounding _commu.ni ties, ' 

to. ·the · exte.nt ·that ·th~se . childret;l have to be bussed to· a 

' . ' 
. school. ·a~. far as thirty m~les ·aw~y from .the ' co~unity ... :· in' ... · .. · ' 

.. which th~y ii v~ . . . 

The · ~onsequenc~s 9f:· t~i'S : ·~ educ<i'tio~ai progress". in 
. · . · . ·. ,' • , ' · • . · .. . : . ' . 'I ' • • • . ~' ·.· 

' .terms of parent:'s,chool-church-:-co~unity .r~lationsh.ips . 
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'The: educational· .. sy.~t·em: in Newfoundia'nd . con·sist~· of 
• • ' • • • ~ ::_,•, :, • • < ' . • ' ; ' '. • ' • ' ' •: ' • ' I ' o ' ._ • ' t; • '• ' · , • • ' ' .. t ' 

35 . large 'school boards, wi-th 'educational authorities 
. . , . . '~· . ·. . ' . : ' 

. ' ' 

·:. ·2. Some communltie·s: ar.e wi~hout : schools . . ·.· ·.· 

. ·~~ · . . Par~nts. :~·iving . i~· .'manY · c~rnni~~~:ties ·~~e· .~~ · rembt.e .. · .. .. 
- . . . , ' . . . . -. 

.. 
~ro'm .. the . s~hoo·l: ·which ' i~ .in ·~~other community, .that .. 

. . . . · . . . . :' __ . . . . . - . . . - ·. . . , . . . . r . ~. . . . . ~- . . . .:. 

p~ren.t·~t:~ac~er, pa;rent~school ·.r.el.:i'tJ~n~hip.s h~ve ·. 
. ,. . . . . .·: . 

/ ·. )e'en .. decre~~ed :sJgnificantly. The s¢ho·ol t~o 
. .. ~· . . ... , . . · -~ . . .. - , . . :.· ~ 

... ·. longer consi.de'red · ·(•our" ·school, :but "Johrmy' s" · 
. '. . . .· .· .,. . . .- · . . . . . . i . 

· : .~bhool'. _-· parent acc;:ess to · the · .s·choo~ ·: o~ned · by a, 
I , ' : \ ·r-e~ot~ . authori.t:y .is ' so C::onditi~·ned and reg}ll~ted . . ··. 

' •' 0 I ~ ' 

th.a't p~;~ht and .commu.ni~y . use .of ·. the ·bui\d'in_g has 

. ·: . . ·!(, =\ . ' ·. •f 
, . \ . • I 

. ! .' • \ . J 
. .. i 

· .. :./ . b.e~n· . . discol4ragi~~i. No longef · .. is:· the · sch~ol th~ 
· ... . :· .· · fqcal . p~·~nt. o~ . :the ;commu.I1i t:Y.· · .. '·' · :. 

. ~ .. ' 

' . \-; . . . . . .. 

·4·. -..' Th~ caistance· between the., .c~rnrnunl·ty and :the ,school; · 
• • ' , ' •• • , • , .~ • I ' ' • 
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, • .' 1 - ' , t • ' • , , • .' • .I 

in · ft~elf .rn~kes ~ornmunication ·:between parents .arid . . ' • . . . . . . . ' . ' . . '· 

I .. ,. , 

.. . . ~ . ' ; .. . . ,, . 
te~ch~~~ diffi6'~1t,. be~ause· . of . t~~nsp~rtation · 

• ' • ' ,'• ·• • I . ' ' ' . I ; . ·-.. ·. .·:problems·· aJ}d· finpe·rsbhal. t,h:ough ··~e · ~s.~ of . the . : '· .· 
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_Parents · rro : long,ei know or are a~qua'inted with 

. teachers, and' vice vers'a. 

I ·: 
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6 .. . Teachers f~equent~Y. l'ive ' miles away fro~ ' the schoo·~' I 

. s~metikes' in ·-conimuniti~s not served 'by- the_ ,school ' at / . 

; I 

"' all.',- · 
'I o ' I.'..._ 

Te~ch.ers ·f·r~qliently. hav~ ·· nq idea : o~ no 'iri-iorrnatiop ·· -:· . . 
> o ' ' ' I ' ' I ' . .. . 

• • • f 

.. ' . ab~)Uf the . chi.l<f' ~ ._home .··.·or :community environnien't. ' 
. ~ . 

· : . :· . : ·:. ,'· . ' , ·.. . .. ; , . . , : . , I . . : . • . 

a·. · . The:· s.cho:~1 ·,. in · serying 9h·ild_ren : of· sev;e:r;al .pr.O,te.stant · 
. . ' . . . . "'' . . ~ . ·. . . ( ,, 

' - deno~inatfons,.-. has . r~sul.t~d -. in · b~rriers.: being ·.cre'~te'd . 
, • ' ' ' ' ·, t , • ' ' ••• ' ' • • , ' ' • • ' ' ' ' • • : , I .~ ' • • '' ' '!' ' ' ' • ·, • ' 

.. .. 

with · respect to church or Christian influence ·in . ,' . . ' . . . . .. . . ' • 

Church' .influence has now be'en · · ~eie<:?ate!i .: · · ·. 
. ' . · .. . . .·. . . . . ' 

to ' developi-ng religious educat-ion programs_ for- s ·chools, . ' . . ·; : . . -: . . . . . . ... ' :. . : . -. : ' ' . . ' . . . ·. : ' . - . ... : :. ' ...... 
whJ.ch sorne.times have · .1~ ttl e. r-.elev·ance· to ·.·the · l oqal .. . · 

' . \ . ····. 
• ' 

i~ter~-~:~ ~·· ·. ~oca~ ~ ch~rch · infl~ence in ·th_e- i_ive.~ · bf_ . :. ·. 
I ' j • • I 

. .... . . : . . ' .~ ~· . .: .· . . ' . . : . . ~ , •. . .. ' 

. children has become . J.nSJ.g~u.fJ.cant beca,use . SOJT1e ; par:ents .< · 
·: •'.' ·. . ·:· · . .. .' • . .. · .... :. •' . ·.··. -~ _ -. ."'P':. .. ', ' ' ' \ . ' 

disagree. ':/ith t_he . reli~io~ taught in ·. sc,hools .-·and :. 
' ' 'I 

- . ' 

children ar'e s;'omet-imes aliowed' to -'be exempted fr9m 
. ' . . . . 

religio~· altogether . 
. ' ~ .· 

• , . 
. : : .. 

_' yar·{Ol;lS :t'elig{o~~- groups·. cannot always . COO.pe·r~te . 

. . with-: ~es~e.ct _t~ . -~-~~e~uled ·~c~oo~ -:~i~i't~ ~ - . · _~a~~nts · 
' . ' . . . . ' ,', - '. ~ .~ . . ' : . . . ... · · ~ .' ·. ~. ' ' . · ... ' ·. 

: . . ', obJec~ _-· '!'7~ .. pla:s~room. v~s~ts . by. .clergy - ~.f anothe~ · > . .- . :. , 
: . relig~otis affi'l~ation to .. the. extent : that' 'informal· . . ·. : .· 
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·ceased. ._._.. 
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.. ' 9 . . ' Finally I the ov_e·ratl .effect is, th'at education ha~ 

· . _beco~e ass·o~iated _:· wit.h "s6~ething .from :the ·outside'" . .': :·~-- -· 
0 • • ~ • • • • • • • • 

· . . · .· ' . 
It must. be unde.J;stood tthat - this · reporter · is · in to'ta:l -

.· ... . .... ~ .. 

~gre~men~ ~i th. :the _eduqational. iil~ova·t_ions·.-. l:n Newfounql-a:nd' s. . _
1 

· :_ · ed~catl.onifl. system. : There· il:! no· dispute· .with rei;pect .to ·the ·.·. 

.. 
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•.· 
• G' 

• : 't. ,, ' • • • < ' e ~ ' • ,', '• • ' ' • I ! ' ' 
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~i:bility · ·t~ .edu~ation-~ . _rri the : ·proce's~ . of--this' ·educati'6mii . -_·: .· . . · 
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tran·sforrn~tio.n it app~~r~ _ that .·p~rent and ~hui~h· :infiuence in 
' I, • ' .' · ' , • 

. ~ . 

phlldre;n·, ~ : educa ti_ol'). · became · ~·xci~-deq · and .. s~bs_ti tuted ·:b~ . . 
. ' -

; •. ed~c~tors ._ ba·s~ng. - ~h~ir · -~i~irn to - ·~ · sh-~r~ - -~_ri - e~uc~tici~~l : ' . 
. · .. 

. · · adrnirlis.tr.ation on prbfessiona,l · grounds ~· ···(Report bn the .. Roya_i. .. 

:. : · co~i~siqri on Ed·~~a,ti~~ a·n·d . ·Yo~th 1_ ·: .'19~7· 1 . P.• . . ;-~-~. · In ·· th_~-·- n~~e- , .. 
' t • • 

<of p~og:t~ss: in · ed~c-ation:· the . eliiD:ina~io~ · of:<i~inist:~at.iv·~ -
. . . ' . ' ' . ' \ .. 

inequitie_s~ · th~.: 'in_a:d:e~~a·~ie~ a~d-- .·i~equaliti~~ 'of . the '. 'cii¢1 · . . 
. .: . . . ' ' . ' t . ' ·:. . ' ' . . 

s'ystern:' re~ul ted ·'a! so . in .the eliminati on of· its. ady_antage's ·. 
. . ' . . . . . ,. . 

The .. conimunity ' ~ft1~ud~ ·:. ·to·w~~rd ~du~ation, . i ti _- t _he _· atmosp_~ere . . ' •·: ; , ' .. . 
~ ' . . 
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· · · : ·· - ~ Ed'uca'Eion in the Future ~ : _:. . . ;I . · ·.. · · . . . .. . 
.,, Role of Parents in Children IS .. .- · . . ·a . :-.. ·-.. 

. : ; , . . .• · .. • .... ·· ·· If one. a~~~pts £~;, .:e~sonin<i that- ~~~t Jt~e . . . •· .... . 
. :,. ·· · · : .': ·:. :;_ ,. ~o'i~tidn . ··. to .. ·im:Pro~ed reading.' sta~d-a~d~, , h.ighe_:r :.iduc~tio~·al '. -. · .·,-

. . . . . . . ·- .. · . .• .• ,. . ... , . . - . J· . . . :.r . 

. ·• .•. ·. ·. .•... . .·· achie;,em;,nt a:~~ liighior St)lde~t r~t~Jt~On ra~el VNe;.fo:~~land ', .. :. ' 

,. - . ,. --,,·: ... ·. lieS. in .' reSt()l:'l.ng ':Children 1 ~ moti:;vat'iOn ·tO 'le,alf~ : from : ~ChOol · · . ·,1 • ' '" ' " : · •• 
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. ··_- -;,;. .. -·· ·.: · acc:epted as in~truniemtal. · in ~ t~is·· ~roc'es~ .·. , ~cqo.o~s· , _;.by· · ~-. . · .. . . . ::. 
·. _·. ": : . . . . . . . . . .·· -.. . . ; \·-· .. ·. -' . : : . . _.; ._. : : .. I . . ... _ . . .. _,· 

. . . j : ,· :.·· : .:::: < th.emse~ v~s, can~_!=>t _ .. _be :r\~~lied- uJ?.011; ~~pe~f~~in -r~~s function · 

,· ·. ·· · _9ff<?.ctiVe-l!Y, nor ·can .th'eiy .. be expected .. · .. ~o -~.ot·Lvat~ · chi)~dren . 
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.' whose 'negative. or- apathet~ic- .attitudes have :been 'irifluE:moe 
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· -. . . . . . R~l~. , ~~: Edu~-~tors·; ~hur_ch · can d., Communi,~¥: ~o. Be_· i . . . . .. · . • . _.· .. ) 

That of -Cooperat·1.ng · .To Influence Parent · Pa:rtJ:.c·~J(at:J..on- ... . · . 
' . , .. • 1 • • • f . . '• - ( .J . :· · ·. · 

' .' • • ' ~ :' . • • r . ' ' ' • • ' ' ~ . • . ' • • 'i ' .' ' ,. o • ' •• ' : : ' • ' 4 . ' 

· -:Although· it. wou-ld be n~fV'e · to ·e.xpect . restoration :of ... · ·:: 
. . . :: _: . :··: - ~: ·. :._. :.' :~ . · ' .- ·. ', :. ·.' ·. ·· . . . -! ·.. ·.· . '. ~ . ' .... ~ - :' " . •': ·:·· 
th~ . phel)_om~rion · o·f th~ .past so·c~e:t:y, .. ~n .. wl:u.

1
ch_ all ~9U:_r . sou_r9.e,s. 
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.'co'operated _.j,h :"attempting collecti vel'y t 'o - ~Qpvey· :ue, me$sag~ ' . . ' 
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' . ':Pa:ren,ts _may . perform .. this . function in ' two: ways·: '·· 
. . . . . . 

~. . .. . . ,' .. 

. ·' 

T. - "by : becoming cbnc~rned about .t-he lea.r'ning experiences · . . . . . . . . . . . ' , ' ' 

"\ . : 

2. 

.. cb~td.r~n . . r .ecei;;.e : .arid by _qarefully moni tori.ng :their 

P!'?.CJ~ess an<;]: develo_pment (Lamswood~ 1982) '· and . 
' ' ' 

by ·:co~uni~~ti~g-: ~i-th teache~s -·~bout how ~hey can 
. . . •' ' ,· • ' . . . 

. : ' 

effec'tiv~ly. funct-ion at home.··to support the work of 
, • ' . 

' ' . ' - . . · .. 
the ··school in teaching .·cl+ildr_en to read. · . 

t • • ' ' 
; . -... . ' 

: Attempts of · Two of\ these. Groups to I.nfluence 

._ ~ Pare'nt . . ParticiPatioti ·Already · -'Beg~n 
. ' 

Attempts Qf· Educators · to'Infiuence 
. . ·Pare11t Participatj.on · • ( 

· ) o' • o' • • ' -~· ' • 
1 

I ' , o, \ , , I , 
1
J' • 0. , • ' ' , 

. · It appeprs··that the· p'rc>cess _of .cooperating for the 
-~ ' 0' - • • • • • ~ - - -. , · • • • • .- •• () • • •• • • • •• ' • • ' 

p~~i?ose· :of ':stimulating· pa:iental involveinerit in ed~catiori ·of 
• ·. • ' ' · • . . - . . $ . . - . ' . ; . • · ' 

t4eir childre~·,. _at least in term~{ o(.the . first .'o_f 
1
these; has 

' ' 

. sp.ecifically~· :i,n . ~h~ · past: two · years,· . . al~~ady ~t~r~ed~ 
- , ." ,.1 • ' • ,. . I • , 

. aC'tivi't~{ has incr~a~~d .on- t.h~ 'pa:r;t ~£ ··all c::ori~erned with 

respect. to enco~ragirtg ·· pa~ents ·t:o. b~c~me involved~: · Ironic:ally. 
_:. . ,. : . . .. . .. . · . : . . :· . 
it · appe~_rs : th~~ · tiie · · .'Dep?-rt~ep:t df Ed,~~atiop., ti~lik.e its~ . 

bebavi~'r in· .the past(. has . revers-~d its -J:lOS.itio_n. and· has 
'' . 

pl~ced· . i t;self: i~ _the fo~.ef~ont iri this regard. Through ~he 1 

medi tim. ·of the Advi.so;y c.omriti ttees to . tpe Mfni ~ ter, recommended 
. • ' ' 'I· , .. r ' ' , • . ' ' ' ' . ' 

by the ¥oyal Comm~ssioii. on .. ;Edu·ca~~on and Ycm:t:h.' . supposedly to 
J " ' ' ' . . 

re~res~nt _the' · ~ubl_ic ' .'s vi~~s . i~ e~l.uc~tion, . (il~hough! th~ -
; · .; . . 

public ~has little .represe~t~tio~ .on these committee9) · the . . . ·: . :. . . . . • . : ' .- " .. . ·.. . . . ·.. ·. . ' . . .. ~ . . .. . 

-depar·tmen_t ¥s m~q~· some ~.i9nificant · begin.nings . . For examp:le -~ .' . 

.. in Marcti· 1980.~ · the Minist~r· of · Edti~at.iop app~inted an ad~i:~Sr.y-· · · · 
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- co~i-t-tee~-to~tudy the statu~ of··kinde'rgart.en \n. the. prov~i.nce . .. i 

. ··. . -----....:_ :· ' . . . . . ' . . .. : ·_. . .. ' _· ,· .• . . . . .. _. ;/ 
. because ot',. : aq'cording to ~-fie--mi_~i-ster, expressed conc;:e_rn-hy ___ --:_ .. ---- - .---:-·.-

• • • ' · , .. ............ _-.......... J • • ' •• __ , . .. --: 

.edUCatOrS 1 ' health and SOCia·l ·service'gr,OUpS; ·and· parerft~ , 
. · .. - ·. . . . -~ - · . _ ,..,.~....... ~ - •. : 

(st. J~h~is Even_i~g Teleg;rffiri,.·,.-·N~v:~:mlher .i9Sl) ~ - - ~1though this .. 
cornmi t tee inc'lud~d no, member.s 'tp ;represent pare~ tS 1 it: WaS . . .,. " 

. . . 
·i ,ndicat'ed that the committee met with parents "whenever . . ... '... . . . .. 

' . 
·possible" (St. ·:Jo'hn' s . -E~ening~ Te.leg~aml' ·No.vember 19Bl) . · . . . . . . . -. . . · ' 

J • 

Howeve'r, in . rela-tion·. to :·the -topic under .dfscuss.ion 1• the .. . . . ' . . . . . . . . . ... , . .: . - . • . ,..'! • •• • 

'rehomlnencfation's Of the. CO~i ttee '· incl~ded· II S.upport f.or . tbe .· ' . .. . . . . . . . ·. ' , . . 
role ·of. pa~-erits.' in : their children's . educat-ion'" ' (St. -· Jc;bn's . 

: • •.• • • • ~ •• . .. -. • ·, ·, • .. .'" ••• -. •• -: ... . ~ • • ' I. ·0 .: .-: .. • .• : -·::~-- • ·;r · · ·... · -~ · · · ·· 
Eve~·i"ng 'l'eTegram, . November 19.8.1). · .: More ~oncrete · proposal~ : , . 
. . . . . . ~ . .· . . . ' ' .. ·. . ~- ' . . . ... :. . . . . ' . . . ' : ' . . . . .. ' . ;. __ . : . 

Were forthcoming· wi·th: ·respect · to · thLS · ree<;:H'!lffierid.a ti9~ ,_ ·ho~ever, :; 
. :~ 

• ' ' 
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' ' I ) •, , . • • C i) '::1 ' ' 

-.·•' 

. -in the obj ecti~es of. an9ther. · ~dv~s'ory. _.conunvt.te~ . appoi~t.~d· ·:by · · 

·t .he Minister. of Education : in · Ju~~·· of 1981. ~o' - objectiv7_s .of · 
.. 

this committ~e, the ·Advisory COJ!Ullittee on Early, .Childho'Od and 
. . . · .. ' 

. . ' 

.: F~liy .. Education, wer.e: -< 
.. ' 

. ,· 
L 'to asse~s :·the need. for·. programs in . early childhood­

education< a·nd parent· involve~ent in . the :province, 
and . 11

'' '. 

'. '. 
· ~ .· . . 

' 
2. . 't9 ·:Outline parent · education progritr(ls and · .to. sugg~st 

: . . · ways of . lrivolving pare~"t;s · in early · <;hildl_lood 
· · ·equcation (Departme.nt of E¢lucatio'n Newsletter~ 

· -septem~er· , .19ai> .. ~ · · 
. ' 

It. is . co'n·sider.ed~ necess~ry,. .t? P9tn·~· ou:t _·tJ:iat · par.erits · wer~ not, 
.. 

. _rerire~ented .. ·by···the" ·mernl::!ers of these. · .t~cr ·9ommi t·teesr." · 
. .. ~ . . . 

. · ·.· : This C'onsciousness on the .. pa-rt · ~f 'the·· nepar:tment of 

. ., :. 

Education .. regarding the · -role of .Pc;trents . iri. "e4uc2iti6~_: is. ,not. · · · 
. . . . ~ . 

li.mi ted to.-· the act.i vi.ty of ··the advisbry commi tte~s :· <:lP.Pointed 
• • • • •• • • •• 0 • 

, • , .. • • e • · • • ~, •• • 

. by the ··ntiiliste~~· . . but.receives; a~ it wo~ld appear, ~;;'orne · 
. . .• . . . . . .· . . 

' . '• 

·direction ·and . en.co.ur~gem~nt·. ff-.'?m ·the :Spec·ial s;e~vice.~ : :· 
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Division of the· Department.: :Dr. Michael_ S.teer ,_. Director of 
·~ . , . , • . . • " , . _'; ... of . . , . : . . . . 

•• 0 

·• 
.• J 

I 

' .1 . . 
~ ,• 

\1 . , 

l 
·-! ; 

· , .. v that division, .. '.in an aiticle ·published in the · Ne~foundiand , 
. . t~ .... - ' . _.. . . • ' ·-• • If ;' . ·- -~- · _ . • •• • • • •• · _. _ _:.__~----;-:--...:..,-• .....;....~- -· - -·- · ----: 

., · ·Teacher's . Assoc~at~on Bul:let~n, out:l~n!3d to teachers his '. 
'· I ' ;, 
,. 

' . 

: ·. "' 

' . 
','£1 

. , · 
•' 

·. 

':(1; 

, · 

. ] 

! . 
'i 

. ' 

.. 

'. 

"~' . 

,.,.· 

0 :. 

' 

.. . 

-, . . 

, . J . . . : • . • - ' .. ' - •. 

. ' a . , ,•: , . , . 

'moving.}n ~the fi.l'ture~ . Entitl'ed ~~.what Research Tells Us About 

P~;en~· InvolvEiment'~,· .steer urged te~ch~rs . that ·~inviting 
• ' ~ to • ; _.. . •• • .. ' • 

p9-rents .. to be.come ·'partners ' in thej,.r childr~n' s education is .· 
~ , 0'1_0 • • • . • • • • - -'"; . · ' · •• ' 

I one .Wa'¥ of . imp:J;"9~-tp9 the ' qua],~t~{:,P.f .~public eQ,'l,lcati9n . in our " 
o" . ' ' : . ' i 

' ·. pr~vi~~~~~ ~:.CNTA .~Bull~tin., ~une 1.9B·l ,, . ·p .. 6) · • 
lJ, ", - . • ,, ·- ·... . : .. ' ' . ... " •. • . . ' • 

l:n recou'nt'i;ng 

• What. res¢arcl). ·, h~s .shown ~i th re.spect : to ~the .. l;'e~ult's Ot · par~nt: 
. . ~ . ~- . ' ... : ·. .· . ' •.·. ~ : - . . . .. . . . . : .. • . . · ' . . . . . ~. ' : . " ' .. . .. : . 

·'in:volve~nt' 'in children ··-s ed~cation· , . •steer' pQinted Qut that . 
. ·' . . . • . , • . • . . I . . 

· t.~~ch~:t;s-:· somE;!;times .,reluctant to ·work'·with par~nts, . ~e~cj · t~ 
·. . "· () ' .· . . . . . •, 

be ~~are of'::the·.positive 'effect of ~parent in~olve~ent.· In 
0 ,lo, , • . ' Cl . \ • ·, . : .. ;, • • , J • , 

. ·. summ:ari zin'g ·.he · te'i't . th~t -' Lf ·· parentc¥ · inv'olv~mEmtl · parental 
.." : ' 

· ·.·· . edu~at.i.~:m an.d hbm~ . vis i ts acFount .for · gr .eater . sustained 
. . ' . . . . . . . . . ~ .. ' ' 

.... 
·" 

' ., 
. academic ' gains . 'than . do ·<?ur~i?ulum varia·.ti'Ons, . the expansion . . 

of p~~·~nt' . in<vo'~v~~ent' ~rogra~s . i~. el~~entary' an~ · 'se<;:ondary 
' . . . • r !a ~ • - . ' ' 

; .... . ~ 
. . . . . 

-:schools . . may b'e a key facto.r . in · comb'atting ·d1minishirig · supi?C?.rt 
:- : ~ . . . - . 

· for ·· 'pubiic equcati~n in Ne~fou_ridland ·a n d ·Labrador. 
• 0 •• ' • • • • • • 

On a lower , l .evel · o .f t~e ~du~ati~nal · hierarchy, that· - ' ' . .. - ' 

·--·· 

. ~l's ~ ·the .t .eache'r level ,.. the :ri~el;'· o f edu'c~to.rs in. prominent . . 

::t~achi~g . po'S:i tion~ ~ho su~p:o~t <~~d :. enco~ur~g·~ ,. .t he valu~ . of 
• . • • . · • '"' • : I , . ' • , , . 

parent. par.t;i~ipation app~ars ' tc; be ·:j.~cre~sing. .. . . - . . 
Ari indi c ation 

., . 
. of the.ir' interest. and concern. in this ar'ea was . evident when 

, . 
. a number .. o f . these· profe'Ss-ionais addres.s ed ~- ·c~nference of · · 

_;arents .and~h~rs. ··~t_ · t~e . ~bird · . an~ual gel'l:~r~i mee t .lrig of 
; . . ' . ' 

. .. 

.. 

. _ ... 

the: Pro~incial._Parent-Teacher· , Home ~nd s 'cha'6J... Orgarl'iz p.tion~ ·· · 
'' ~ ' fl •' ' ' ' ' ' ' • ' I • ' ' ' ' ' ~' 

... _ ........ 

. . ... - - . . --. 
·:· ... . 

·. ·.· . 

. . .. · . . ' .1\ . . . . 
~ · ~· ., ' . ·. . .• 
. . 

;', · . 

. ' . . . ··· 

:".· ., 

. . ' ' ' ' • 

. ' • 

..... 

. -~·. ' .. ' 

. . ~ .- . . 

• • J 

. -· 

. , .. 

. ·- . .. 

'i 

.. 
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in November, ·1981. 
'' 

The fi;rst oi. these, Kevin Breen, 
~. 

rep~e~entihg 'the Federation . of' Scho.ol B~ards· .in this 

rirovince, · 'irivi-ted.· parents and . ·t-eache~s ;to involve-· themselve~ · 
o ' f o ' I : ' • ' ' o ' ,-' .. • ,' 'J!o • ' ' ' • ~. 

in .th~ m~jor' fssues ~f _equai:ity' -of educational 9p'po~tunity~; . . 

:throughout t·h.~1 
province and .· pupil · r~tentip~ iri schoo,ls . (St. 

' ·John's Evenin9 Teleg~am, Nove~er· 17., 1981). Another· speake~,-

· Bill _ o' Driscoll, _represehtih.g . the ~ewfoundland . Tea.ch~rs' 
·. . ·: . .· . . . . ' • ' 

Ass~ciati:ori, r told th~· conv_entio~. that' the -A~sodati~n · ' ' 
~ . . . 

· ei:co'urag_~s p.arent.s to :speak· op~nly. on schc~ml ··affair~, ·and .. 

•that it welqomed the ' upsurge ·in the -.t:orination ·of. PareJ}.t-
• ' p - · • \ 

Teacher. Ass.ociati6n:·s aro.:Und .th~ province • . He S~W · the·.··> 

fost.ering o£ · good · r.eiatio~s .betw~en . home ·and scho~l as ·orte . . . ' . . ' . . . . . ... ,- . .. 

·o£ · .the )nost .iinportant. functions _. of .the: Proy_incial ·Fe·d~rati~n 
' • I ' • • '' • o • • o I • ' o ' ~ ' • ' I ' ' ' ' ' ' o • 

·. ,, 

. ' . 
v , 

· of · P.~;rent~Teachef Associat1ons. and Home an<:l ·school Asso-c.l.ati.ons 
' . . 

•' I • ' 

(St. john.' s Evening Tele.gram 1 · Noverriber 17, -19'8'1) • 
'I • • , · ' · · . • 'I ' ' ,.,·' .• ··~ · : • • • , • ,·, · ~, 

'l'om Lafosse, Principal· of ·co~ah He'ighi:'s :Sl~menta~y 

similail:y, .. .. 
. ~ 

SchQol and 

a. past · president ··of.· the Ne~foundlCJ.nd: Teac.hers ,. A-ssoCiation·; {n .. 
,• • I I · , ·-, '' • , ' ' . • ' • ' • ' ' • ·• w e . • ' 

re~i~w.i~g: the· pr~bleftYs ·faced . by . Pareiit-Te~t:her· A:ssb_ci.ati~ns ' in· . ' . ' ' .. . . . 

th~ · most 'important. thing they can ·do· ·is 'to . build· ·bridges·; no~ 
ti, 

· ~a'ils. H~ 'cautioned parents that at : a tlrtte when· f'ewer i;li~n 
: . -

.. . • ,"; ·' ' 
fi_fty perce~t. of :the .adul·:t .rop1-1lation in· the · co~ntry havr;: .. 

- . . ·. 

~hildr~n iri ~~hool, 
\ •' 

ma::r decline and ' the 

public support · for _the · n e¢,ds of -'educat'ion : .­

v~i·c~- .of· p~~edts. ~el.i ne~d· - to -b~ heard .to · · · 
. . .. . ·- . · . . . 

. ensilre that the qu'aiity of education . available 'wi'li ~o.t . 

likewise decline. 
: __ . . 

: .·. 
·'· / . . . ,_ 

•, .. 

-. .. 
. ·:-. 

.. ' 

· .. 
. . -.. 

. : ·~ . -:·. . -~ 
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. on th~ - west co~st · of ·:Newfound+and, at the scli.ool · 

·level . again.," observa_~ions ·reg_ar¢iing, tne p,anger of paren~ . and ·. 

Student disappointment-<inhere.nt in_ relying SOlely On ·-l:!Choo+s 

to provide an ·· ;, ·~il around" _Christian education ~6ved one 
. . ' · . . ~ ' . . . . -

educator .. to 'cal:l on . all four ag~nc_ie'_s, r school, . home, churcJ;l . 

~l:'ld conununity . to cooperate i .n h'elping ~o_ ensu_re ' the atta~nment 

~f this -goal. Foster Lc;1mswood, ·vice-p:t"incipa·i of: H;erdman 

·_._ -c~_lleg~·ate1. c·orner Bropk, . :~autioned th~·t/~~Ucation : i~ n~t- -­
res~ri~·ted to .. the ·s~l{o2>is; . and - ~~ged~ the - irit~i-a~t;±~n ' of :fh:e .. 

. -r ' . . • ' • .• • . ., • . . • • . . • • -

·: s~heoi, .. ho.mei - .~hurch ::a·nd --~omm~n±t.y - -~s ~ -~ -joint -part_nership · in 

: .·which all: . st~~ve .t6. prOvi.de a va:~iety of_ t~achin~~~~-~rn~n'g ;_: ·:::- . 
' ' • • • -... • 'l' • ~ • • ••• • -· 

·. -~pportunitie~, ( :Ne~~mincii.~~-d- ·Churchman I June .. ;I. 9 8 2·) . Lamslwood 

.;in~lhded . suggest:ion~ ~s .to_ ho~ e~ch age~~/~an· · 'contrib.ute 
toward that. goal'. 

Attempts: of . the -Church '' to Influence 
Parent. Participation .. :_ 

' .. 
• • " • ' . !JJ • ••••• 

The church has'· already indicated_ its will~ngriess to 
: . . . .. . . . 

~oope~~~~ :- in, the . edu9at~on · .of . chiid,ien ·-in Ne\o!.f~undland > It 
' ' . . . . ' I .. . ~ . I • •• • • .. • 

appears to · be· exerting: _.its _influence mainly ·~~ : poin~ing · out 
. . . 1 . . . . . - • • 

to pare~ts . their· role ·in educa~ion :-· ·The -Newfoundland 
·. ~:,~., • • =-- . I .. . . 

Chur chman, - ~- pU:p l:ic~ tion-·of.' the A,ngli{,ia~ church. in 
' ' , • , . '/ ' ' '• • • I I • ' • • 

. I .·. Newfound~ and,, for . example,. has--~co~e __ a forurri __ .. f~~ . i.nspiL"i ng 

· 
1 

· · " . ·: parent_s_ :to·' b~:col'!le. _:Lnv'?J.yed in education. It:-. :PE:l·r iod.i.cal.ly 

_publishes artiple s .to p~ovi.de guida~ce _:to pa-rents' ori . issues: . . • ' . . ' . ' .- : 

af~_ed:in:g -t~e - quaH t .y -o f childr en' ' s educati o·n I -su~h· .as ·tP..J 
. . . -

effect ~-f tedevisioi'i on cl:til·d~~h- ' S: values 'and att;i.tuq~s· . 

. ··. 
: .. . 

• • 
·. ' ! 

. .. ,· 
"; - ' . . . :.. . ,·· ··· .', . .., . 

. . - ~ ···. ·. ·, 
: . . 

' . . ·· ·. , . ... 

.... 
· .. 

··' . 

•. 
' ·' 

·:.- . - ........,.. 
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i 
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.· . l i 

._ .. toward_ sp_orts and alqo?ol -use. 
. . . . . .·~ . ' . 

- :its editorial ·::;taff ' it ·encour'aged · parents to beco'ni~ 

>concer~ea · .a~ot1E ·.the · ~q~ali ty _of ~d':lc~t.ionai · opp.ortuni ti~s 
.... 

. ·· 
within th~ ·provinc~. 

• .f ' • 
I . . 1/!'• ·• . . · . 

· For example; th~ · . edit~rial of· .the'· 

.·Aprii, 1~82 issue provided r~a~oris Y~.hY parents shoul9, become 
. . · . ·. . • (?,. -

. involved :.in school board elections . in the' province. . . . . ~ . . . It -
r. 

s"tated ' that since p~rents,- by _ la~, have' to entr'u:;;_t '·their 
. . . . . . ' . . . . . . 

childre~ · ·t~ the' ca~~- o·f .. teac;ber·~·- arid ~choo-l ' ~dminist;afor's, 
,· • ' • '- • ,' I ' ' ' • 

: · i .t -is 'irnp_e:rative · th~t pa~ents :·h'ave in~u~.· into ·:the·· dec~sio'u- .· · 
' ' . •' 

· .. "-makinc;r/P"rocess ·. aff~~ting ~ui-lqings ~ .curriquluin. and other 
. ' .. ·' . .- . '.' .· . -: .. ' . . #l . . . . . . . · ... : 

l . 
... . \ 

. . ' . ~; . ,: .. 

. : 
'I , ' 

,,. 

. .... 
' . 

·'.\ · 

' . .. · · ~- -
·.· · ... . .. 

. '. . • · ' 

. . :~. . . 
--~-

. :. . 

. . ~ ' 

• I -

facto~s which determine ed.ucationaL.standarc:i.s'.. Citing' · 
~ . . . : . . : •, . . . . . . : ' . . ' . ' . . ., . .. ... ' 

recent pro})lems · of.:school -boarc( f·~n~nc~11g .and an educational. 

· sysb~rn tlia.·t. ··shows: li ttl~ vi:~-i~~e ~~_i_a:~nce··· o~e Chr~s:tia~· · . 

phil:o~o~hy -~n ~hic.h _~ ·i~ ·~:s : btii·l~ - - ~s ~wo; ~r-ei~ thiit parents ·: 

·' 
. •_. ·. : 

. -. • ' 

shOUld ·be co:ncer~ed . ab()ut;·. ~·i.t ·caution~ .· ~aients· ·. that .th~e · · 

- l~:tter·-.. exampl:e ~ay· ._.re~~esen-t: ·ch~nges i~ . the : phiiosop~y _ . o·f : · ·: · · . . · . ,' ·: · . · : .. 
••• •• • • •• •• ' ' ' : • J • • • -. • • • • • : • • - " • · - • • • ' , __ • • • ·-· · :~ ---·- ---· :-=--·-- - - ~-~ 

~d~cation·. which ·e~E!n.tuatly_··wiil . ~rode other ·Christian ... ·.· .... •. . . ' '. . . .· : . ·. _.. · ' ·-. . ' ' ·. · . . . 

·Evidence of :!?resent · Pa:rtent . Pa~ticipation 

·. i -n . :5~rv'ey1ng the eauc~ tione.l·' s'ce~·e-. f or . evidenic~ that ' 
' . 

parents are be coming invoivea,'·· one notes fhat .th±'s is i ndeed­

· ; ~ ~erta,il1JY_.·. ~ Ope .~-~her ·ot>v.io~s \;;..en~ · is· :~~:V.er~-a-1 .'~£' : ··: · .. :· ·. 
. ' ... . 
emphasis . q 'n the' pa~t _o'f educat~.~-5- in that the~ : are' ·now asking . : . . . . . .' ... . 

.. ' ' ' ' . . , · . . . . ' . . l 

.f or parent support> · ~hether tHi s " r~ques.t s~ems. · from.. a 
.. . 

~ -. . . . '· .. 
r ec;ognit:.ion qn their p 'art · that· · school t by tf\e;nsel ves ~ ~am~ot · 

·.: . .-. . 

. ·, ~ 

· ~ ·' . . . .. 

.. . ' 

·· .· . . ' .. 

. .. ' 

• I 

.. · 
' ... 

·. :._ .. 
.,. •, 

,• .. 

.· . 

.• 

.·· . 

,._. 
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·, . . • -... · 
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. 1., · ' 

·u··5 .:::· ___ ~ -

. . - - ~ .:., ..... ~~--~ 
de~~ - .e.ffectiv:ely. -~ith ·th·e· _pr~_9en:t ·~a,t_~onal?J":o151~eis . such · · · 

. . ' . . ' . .. -----;- . . . . . . 
a_,~ ·_low · reading standa+ds a_nd--:""'low ·pupil retention rate or 

' ' • I , .. ' 

_· p_o~i·t:_ic~I-:support against~nme:~t· · i~ · t~e •:f9-ce o~ · ~-c~:mo~ic_· .. 
.. and:. fi~ancial .str_ess m?ly· b.e ~'ecognized · .i:f -th.e presen.'t · tr~nd. · · 

' of involvemen-s · ~ontinues.· At . ·th,is ·t.'ime · this ~epor-t'er· · f .eels 

:·-:that an~hough '· there -m~y be ' evidence that ed~c.ators. 'ai:-e · .. 

' sol-lc,i tin·~<· ·pare~t ~ supeort 'for' ~rior ·motives·, · for. the mbf!t 
.· ' • ·, ' ·. . . \ ' 

; . • . 

: . pa.'r-t . ·tb~ir · :r~q~e-st~. -ar~\ ge,nu,in~~ a.n9- ' 'th~t ·p-~remts :'$ein'~e!tY,~:€i~ . .. 
. ; - · ' • _· · • . •• • ~· ·; · ! ..•. : .. . : .\ : . .' . : :: .• · · ,,· : ·::-~- -~ :·.~·::-~ •• . ·. • . 

. :--. recognize i;:he need: for ' such- involve~ent. . A · closep~-J:~s:pt;!:<:;\:~on · 
. . ·. . · .. ·.· .·. :· · . . ·· . . . . · ... . ·. ·. : . -: --~~·.:;·.r; . ~ -'?::.;·-j·_: .. 

of the• .ext~nt · ~f parental. ~nvolvem'ent . may; ··also- reveal .: ~.ts; .. ·: . . , . . . 
' 

0 
0 ,, - 0 ' ' ' , 0 ~· ' 

0 

' 

0 

I • , I 

0 

:, ' • 

0 

,::t :'~- . .... ,·.·.·. :_• .. ,•,:..,,·,·,:.',, •, 
, • • • ,• ' ' I • ' ' ' • I ' ' I ' ' • : ~ o • ' I • ' ~ I ' ' 

. a~~hentic._.,cha_ractert.sti~s. · .. · . .. . · .· . : ' . . ·· 
: ... . : ' .' . ···- '•,. .. . ' 

Invoi'venient ·of . Parents Through . 

: . · ' 

· .. Parent-.Teacher' -Asso'ciations · ·.' .. · ...... · 

: . . ~ .' 

. . .. 
:r-f" appears that -~~:t: . th~. -Present ·t~·~e parents ~i-e 

1; . • .~ . · - .. . .· . • . • • . ., .' \ ' 

· . Seeki~g input in Cbi.ldr~n Is : ~2i.~cati~~ , ·thr~~gh the .. m~d:.i'tim ;~f 
' • ' ' • , • I • ' ' ' ' ' < o ,,• 

' : • • • • : _· . • ' • • • • • , • • • • • • v _ · • ' 0 • • • ' · . • . ' ' . • 

. · parent-:-teacher- assoc~at~ons ·and home and school assoc1at~ons • .. ·. 
• • • • •• Q. ·- • • • • :· • ,• • • ' 

.: . .. 

• I• - • ', • • . • • ., ' 

.-..... r 
.·· • !_ ' 

. . ·.,. 

· -: : :fl. . 

'', I · , ,' o'' 

'\~) 'o I ' 

. . . ... Accord~rig to . O'·Dr.i·scoi.1 ... ~-~-§J:~~9.tl.t..i'[e .. .Se.cretaiy :of.- the 
,· ·•. . . . .. ' . . . . · ·. . . ·. . . . . ·-.. . ' 

Newf6undland Teachers I A-ssoci~ tio~ I: 'ther.e . . i~ an tipsu~ge . in 

· .. :~~~ f~rm .. ticm• of theS~ <!7S~d.'!tions ··.·~,pund. t~e · prOvince 

: (St.· John's . Evening Telegram,· Nove!nber 17, · 1981) :· ·. 'Fhey . ·. ' . . . . 

: r ·eqeived some. impet'us-, gbi.danC~i . and attention .. t·hrou~h: . · . 

repres~~t~t:i:o~ b~- ~ ~ro-~.inctal : __ i'ed~rati~n of · H~Iil~- .. and · school, . 
• •• • • f • • • -

. . .. Par~rt-Tea.c_h_er -. AssoCiati9~, _-.. f~rmed"-~bree ·:-;~~rs ago. The ·: . . _. 
', '~ ' : ' o ' • o o ·~ ' ' ' , f , ' ' o ' • ' o ' • ~ • ; I I"' 'i 

·-~ . Minister of Education indicated· at t:tle las_t _annual. g~neraL::·, . : . . 

· me.et\n~ of the ~ro·~·iriciai ~~derati~n \ hat" s _he · ~as . ~~P.:r:e~sJ~ . ·: 
. f .;. • ' . ' . . . ' • ' :' ' .· .. . . . ' . ·.. ·- · . 
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. .· . 
~Y t~e~· caHbre ~nd··· d~dic'at~on . of the __ ·people · the. ·organi·~a.tion 

.· · has. at·t~·acted ·in three y~a:ts. si'nce ' it~ · ·foriJlatiori. 
' • • ' ' ' I ' ' ' • . - .. 

. . . '·.. ~· 
- ~ · horil.e and school ·associat.ions ~ay .be broade.ning · a.t:ld· the.ir· :. · : . . . - . . . . . . . ' . · . 

. a.'c_t .ivi:ty b~.corn.ing ~~r~ : cbnsl.~te.nt th~r: : the . SP,oradic periods ·. / 

. 0~~1~~ ex~ressed . · by .the~ over 'local: e4uca.tiona1 issues, Cl-S · .. . 
·. . ·, . . .· . . - .. 

in t~e past. · 11-lso; they seek · input i.nvolving_ other · ~spech3 

.""'' .. of· ed~ca:tiori in additi,oh to'.,th.e 'u:su~l. 0

5ep_ic:e-oriented :: 

s·up~o.rt . for --the lc;c.~l s'cho'~l~ , · . such ,as ovefai'i ·.i'nte'r~'st . i~ ... 
• I ' • ·~-.·· ' \ ,, ' ' ' : •\ ' : _', • fl j ' • '.'. ', 

... . ..imptqv'i .ng education< in.' . th~ prov'in.ce . as ,~i . ~hql~· , . in 'terms cif 

· .. 

.. ~ t 

.· .. 

't ·,·· 

.·· ..... : ·- . : . :. . .. · . ·· : . •.· . . . . · • . :· .. ·: • ··: · · . ,..;_· . ' l . . . .. . 

·I q_Ul:-r~cul~m ·rna tte.rs, 'education ~fogra-ms ! ' an.d · educatio~al: 

' ;· .. · .. : ·: :.· : ~Pe.nd+hg. ··o:-F~o-r 7x~unple;' br,::~ ·:Herbe;.t ... Ro~e /,;e! ·.I?~Y~ii~:i~pgi~t at . 
... 

. ·: 

'. · 
_ ..... . · 

•' -~ 

. J 
; . -~ 
. I 

I : I ._ 
... 

........ 

... . . II.:. . . 

.. ··· 
1•: 

: _:.·:· .· 

. ; -· ·.·\ ·· 1 . . ' .. 

j .: . 

,•, . . 
. • ., . 

. . -- . . • -~. •, 

~· I ~--

. · ' · · 
. th~ ' pro.vi-~c.i:_al 

I W • 'I 

. · · M.emor_.ial·· urii. vei_s.ity .~nd P _resident· df 
' . - . . . . - ·. ' . , : 

' . ' 
a·ssoci~ti6n; ·h.as pupl:icl:y' .expres·sed· the qonq_~rn of .' tha.t. -·· · · . . 

: 'Iii!' ' .. .. ; • , - . . . . \ ~ ' .. . ·. '· '... . , . . . . . ; . ' . : . ' . 
, . · · ·associat~an · ~fter · the :release ·.of the_· Proy:incial Go.vern1llen·t . '· . 

' . .' '\ . ~ 

Standa·i:.-~5 Te~ting r~s~-fts ·whlch sho~s .·that·· chi.idreh :a:re not~· _· . . ·· 
. . ~ . . . . . . . . . . .: ·. . . . . . . . .. . . . . ... : i . . . . . 

dc;ing so.: w~il. -bn 'the . av~ra·ge . in· r~ading: .~nd . l.imgu~ge' sJ<:ills ·_.-

. ' as. their co~~ter.pa~~s in the re~·t_" ~f .·th~ · ~ouiltr~ ~ . He -- se·~~ . 
•'· . I . . . . . . • , ' . : ·.' ,· .. , . ., : 

. i;:~ese ·_test ' results - as a cie~~-~arnirig ~0 parents . to''cna~ge: . 
. . . . : ·. . . . . . . . . ' : . . . . . . 

ariy. ·cbmplacent ~attitudes thf?Y may hay_e and· ·get involved- in 

:· .· 

their . 9hild.rert •'s educ~d.on · (St. ··John' s ·Evening ·T~legrain, · 
;.. . . .. •:' 

. .. 
~: . ' . 

. ' \J'uly. ·.1, 
" 

1982) • 
.. : .. ·. 

.. . , . Evtdence ·that" parerit·s . h~we . become .. invo·l ved ,· all:)ei t 
. . . . . . ' , . .·.. . 

wi.th· some . g~i.~an:~~- from : ·e~uc~~oi-s ;_ .· i·~-· ·:the : ·-adtl.oi} . :taken. 

. : . . ' 

... 
_ rt;,!cen~_ly ·by .. the S:t • . Anthony H,ome and, . Schooi 'Asljl6c;iati on . qver 

the' financiai pos.i tion '9£. ~ the -vinla:nd. · School Board .. .. buring · · 
.• , ' ' ... · ... ' .· . ~ · . . ' .. . . . .= ,· .. ' ·. .· .:. ' • . . 

·· •q. · meeting in ~hich . the. board • s · near . banknipt· ·financial 
. . - . . i' .· · . ' ·.. . ...•. . : . ·: . . . . . 

; . .. 
· ... · .. 

. . · 
· ·:·; .. 

. ·. ·· . . 
•'CI• ·, 

' .· .. . . ,, . ··.-~-~· . -.. .. , ··.·· ..... .. ... ·. . ·, 

. \ . ' .· . ·. ·._:: . \ 

.. . . . . 

..... 
... ' .. . . ... : : .--~ .... '•. \' ,•- ........ ... : .. .. ' . . . _, ·: 

' • ::; ... ,_ ... ~. ~ .. ,. . ,, .. 
. · , .·.; . 

.. : . 
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. ' 
. cond.i~ioz:1 was · expl~;i-n~d to pa:r:-ents · by .. the school 'oo·a~d . . . . . 

~h.,;.'ir-~an · ~nd. t:h~ board. sup.eri~t-e~den~; .\:h~ · g~oup_ ·_~eci,~~d to 
' • I o ' • ', • o o o o · ~ • __:. • ; o o ' ' 0 '" ' ' ' • : ' • • 

write the ·Minister o£ Education ·. express!n,g- 'i.ts conce~n over . : 
' • . ,. r ,. ' • ' !:"" 

tb,e ' ." ~.ncreasingiy obyi.ous - inequa'lity ' b£ ··_edU:c.ation which ;Ls ' 
' ' .• . . : . ' . 'f ' . '' . : ', • , . 

.. emer.ging · ·across 'the. provincJ" C~ewfoiindland Churcfuna~, ~pril 
~ . ' .· . '' , . ·. ' . .,,.• . .. ': .... . , • ::f· , . ' . -, , • •. : ·• ·. : .. . I . - ·• : , ._.·: , . ~ ,· ' . . . 

1982h · -The m~mbers <?f .th~s assocJ.atJ.on impressed u~ori the . 

mini~te~ · ' that 'thei~ children, a.re caught in the .mi_9-<ile with . 

··- - . g~rossty ··inadequate library faciTit-ie·s,.; no labor.atory ·: 

.. ..ti fa~iiHies·,: n~. m~~~~ or. ·dra~/ or_~ : a~t pr~g~~m-s ·_:·and -~o: space .· ·· 
' ~: . ·. . _~ · ' . ' ' . ' - - .· - ' 

: \ . to hous~ ~he ' new' Grade XI·I : clFss .in ' 'l~ 83 . .. 
.. . ' 

··· · · _._. _:r.nvolvement Initiated by :~-~rent~ Thems¢1\res·. ··. 

•,, <. :. :i:--t . ~~~s -~~;;.ious, : ~hen', . that_. th; _ me~l'i~>thr6'ug_h : whi ch ' 

·. . ·. p~repts ' cir~: be_co~ing . ~-nv~~ ve~ - ·~nd' . ~~~o~g~ : ~h-ie~ ·--~h~y :'se·e~ ·· · t~ ' 
. . . . ' . ' . . ' . ,. . . 

. •. ~,' . '\ .. ' 

voic.e thei,r.: vi:e':'s ·-011. . educ~tional -matters is th~ parent-.:.teacMr . 
'•, -~, ' · •.. -

· ·as~ocia:t~on o.r t-he· hom~- --~nd scho_ol as·s :odatiop. . . : · A~ .stated 

-- . 

~ . 

.. -. -':,.· . 
' ' .. 
L. 
I . 

I . 

I : , . . ; 

'/ 
' .·~ 

•, . -

·, ' - ' 

.:. ' . . ... 
·· . . 

. ,•, 

' J • ~- ·:; ~ 

"l : 

·. : 1 -

·.· . ··assumi ng . leadership, ·iit·· forinulat.irig polic;ie.E; -a~id in d_ete:r-

. min~ri:g -~~o- -- ~eco~e -- ixlfl~ential~ _·_ thro~gh. r~spe~t'~bi~ c~a-nnels ." -. _. 
. ~ .' . . . . ' : . . . . . . . ~ . . . ' . ' . '. . . .·· 

. .. one exilmpl.e ·is the · ·s-. ri. cook : Parent'"'S~hool ··Assoc i:a t.ion .o ·f _:.- . -.. ·-
. . ·. . .. . . ... . .· . . 

co'rner -Brook. ·. · rts . p~esident ;·· · smallwo~cl. .'H9a'i ) ~xp:re~sed- hl s . ·: · 
. . : . . . ·. . 

_ '> ~n~e:r"·ove:i · wh·a ·t . :he· perceived·· t~ be :a ;ciep:artment"of education's 

· _, ... : ~ •imp~ry·~~us . ~~ . p~_~1i~.'-- ~-nput" ~ttitudE((p. 29.) _, _· by · tinple~~~~:lng . · 

. . . . . . ' ' 

< . .•. 

. tu:i-'ri~ul:um proj ec.tl5 basec;l upon · :the ~~s~ptiC:;n tha~ all 
' / ' . 

I. .. ' , . ' .. . i '•" 

. . ' 

:.· .. . .. •, : . 
···- .···· 

,' • 

: .. : ·:; ' , J 
. · ' . 1'· ·· · · -· · 

. -
·.· • , 

I,. --. 
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ch-iidre~ ate · ide~tical.· Contemptu~us ~ ~-: · ; ·· 
qeared . to_ "_the · ·average . st:uden.t· •. ' the -·~y~rage .:sd~ooJ., .: in . t _he .' .. .. 

· I 

, 
.. ;. I . ~ . 

I 

· ' 
' , . 

,. • • • ' ·, 1 • 

.. av.erage dis:i:rict 11 
• (p. · 29) .. a~d ' toward · the ·introduction ·of ' '01:. 

·- . ,_' c...:: . ·. ·: . . ".... . .... ' .·. ' . : ... · ..• · .. ·. .. . . : . . .·· '. . . . ' ··. . . ' . . . . 
· ·. Gra:c;le · XII as 'the' most· ill conqeived pol\cy' · thi's province has 

. . . . :_ . . . . . . ' ' . ' . . ' . ' . ~ . . . 

even see~, Smallwood call~d ' on : p.irent:s· to .: ·take .· the· initiativ~ : 

~~d as .a. large group to ·-.use their 'i;nfluence ·" ~o brill~ 'about _ 

some de~·ands , . ·. -~n·d :-to.: pbsS!i:bly ... g~t the New-foundland Teachers' 
. . . . ' . . . : . ~ ' ' ~ . . . . 

..... ·. · Associati.ons · <i~d· the . 19.cal·:.school·. boards to ·consider ·p~arents .. ··. ' . ' • . 

. •'· 

., . .. . ,: ·, ·. 

. •. 

•. 

·I 

~ .. .. r : . 

_,. 
' 

' 1 

'--C '. '. i- . 

_ ....... 

. ' .. 

a,s ' equal in· .th~ · deqisio~-rn~king. process. ·Like · ~he -meinbers o'f 
•' • • I • • ·,: , o ' • o • .... , o • 

··:the. sL ._ . Anthon-y·gr'6·~p; .. s~allwood ' f.eels tha.t-~ the· .oepar·tinent:_'q::f · 
. . . .. . . : . . . •. . . . . . ' . . . . . " ' . ' . . . . . ' . . . ' . ~· . . . . 

Ed~cat;.io·~: sh~ulcl_ .~h~~h~l· ··· ;it~ mo~ey ' ~nd ~ff6-~·t i~t-~ .',ifupr~yi~g -
.. : . . . . .. . ' . . . ~ . . ·. . -.. .. :-, .: ·.- .. : ' ' . . ' 

pr~mary and elementary e~:ucat1on ·by the prov:rs1on of a ,mqre 
. ' ' . . . : - . . . . . . .. . ' ' . ' . : ' ' ~ . . . . 

d.iv~rsifi~d c~r:riculum· · tq. :inclu'de physical :.educati6!), · ~rt, · . . •. ·. . . . ' . . . .. . 
' ~ .• . , ' . . ': 

.. :. : .. ~rench- and · ~~sic _ prpg~·a_ms. as· - ~e1i. as· prog~~ins_ tha·t ;.a~e more_·· . . 
• 1 

. . ·· . 'flextbie in a'cco~odatirig. more ··. than: the 'ave·i 'age . 'student .. . . ... . . . . : .. . . . . . 
~... . 

. < .... 
: · . · Fdture Eftect .-· ot'· p·a·l::erit.,.Teacher Assoc i a tions 

. ... ' . ' o~: 'J/arer{t Parti6.i\?~ tiori- .in Reading . ,. 
· ·since · ·: pa.ten~~l· ··attendance ·a·t ·t.hese . iocal parent 

. . . . . ·. ·... . - ·-· . . . . 

: :teacher'. association in~eting~ ·ma:y appear to b e . a visiple s~gn . 
' . . . ' . .~-· . 

to children·· of pa.'re;ntal · i;nt el;'est: i;n . e'du<;:a.ti-on, . it ~ay :·follow: 
. . • · i ·. ~hat·, ~li~ . c~i·l·d~~n· ~he~s~·lv~s· ·may ·- ~~r~~~ve s~~ool -~~ar~ing ·t :o · 

·.' ·-·,· 

.. , 
·· . . 

.... 
. . ~ 

.. \ ·· . .. 

. . . •. . . ~ . . . ~ . . . . 

b e : ~~i?9~·tant: to parents. ~~nsee:;r"u·¢ntl'y_, · pa r e rd:al : ~al~e·s and 

'a_ttitudes t:~\AI·ard: ~ducation -~~y . mq'st .. l ·ikely., h~ refl~~.ted in 

-~he ~~ild, · t~e~eBy ~ rn~'uvat~ri·g · ~ tne . ~~-i l·a · t~ ' l~pr~v~ : hi~ iev.el 

'•' . I f _this · ·parental ·_inv.olvemen t 
.· 
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_ fren~ -c~ntimies, _,them th~ home and ··s.chooi. ' ass~ciatio~s maY. .. . 

.:i:'ndeed . -he t:_func~ioni~g· :~b -i-~·::ot_6~e · the ~o:t=i:~~.t . .i.on '?f ·. chi_ldJ?:en " · 

· _ ... - T.Pe ·'log ~ca.l 'extension -of : this · ph~riom~rian· is that 
• • : ' ' ' • ' ~ • ' • • I 

th.is- home--sdhool - .a~mo·spherE! -may .be .the appropr~.a~e s~t·ting· .. ·. · . -· ·- . r 
in which educa·t:.ors .can · enc_ourage -par:.ents '·to become involved 

o I ~ ' , • • ', ' • ' • • ' 

in a: ritor~ 'dii-e~t way_·. · In _doing . this, : educat-~r~ · can help . 
.. . . . 

... );:>ar,~nts in ·.the se.cond' ·:of the . two . f~nctions 'pointed to 

earlier i n · thi 's'. cha.pter; that· o~ : tic;>mmuri i cat:"Lng. ·how theY, 
,• . . . . . .· ~ :. . . . . . . ... .. 

. might ~ff.e'ctiveiy _ -f~n:btion ·at :~orne to support th!f -work ··of ·. 
'. . .. . . , · . . . . . . . 

'the ··s ·c.hool 'i n :t-~·ach.ing Ci\il.dren' .'to read • . . ' \ . . ' ' .. ' . 
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C.HAP~ER VI I' 

I I: 

'LIMITATiONS .AND . SUGG~STIONS FOR FURTH~R .STUDY 

.. . :· .· 

. \.This Limitati·ons of the :Rese.ir.ch. 

survey has resuited ir( the'· ··ide!}tiflcati:on of 
' .· 

several: !·imitations in ' the r~sear~h on· pa're~t . in~o-l~errient 
. . . ' . . ,· . .- . . . 

. ·in, ~-hl-~d~Em Is readi~g- . : The_se ifmitatio:r:{~ may_-·. have 

· unfortuna~e impl.i.catio.~s· w·i~h .. ~es~ect· to the. -~~6ciuragement· 
I ; I • ' '' ' ' , ; 

·." 

·: 'at . £ui;U:re act~v,ity .. iri . -this ar·e(l.'. . :They . r~sul t : from. th~~ . ·.: ~ . : 
...: . :<~ · .· .• : . . . . · " ·' ' 

. ... tendeilc:Y. of·, r·ese~rchers·· in · general '.tq c;ori'f l ne the. ev~luat.ion · 
' • ' • : . ' , ' ' : ' ; ~' o• ' • '• r • ' • ' ' • '• ' •, 

: ~ · . 

..... . 
; 

of. p-arent.' . invoiyement in ··readi_ng · to th~ · sing'u.lar ' objective, · · .:· · . 
. .• '. . • ~ _-c: ... • : . • •. . - . . '. . • • . - . . • ' . •, • ·· 

.. increase in •reading 'gains, 'and '-in many cases from ·a:ri · atte~flt . 

. '.of activity -in. th~- ti.eld\o . ~mphas~ze · i~plem.ent~~iOtl of . 

'unive'rsity-oiig.inat~d . re's'ear~h in a pub1ic 'schooi-·setting . ·. : . . . ~ . - . . .. : . . . . . . . . ·. ' •' .. 

.sinc.e educa~ion~l pr~~tic~ often' re¢eives ·.direction ' ·and 

·guidance·- from the . findings o f .. r~search i~ the · f i el d, fact~~s . · 
. ' : . . . . . . " . . . . ' 

· as·sociat~d with · the nature of· the·. resea.;r;:.~h, · in· t erms .. of ·-its 
' . '.. ' . . . - . . . ' . . 

· ~bj .~~hv.e ; ·. ~ay ~end, ,t~ liini·t . its · impa~t o~ the :~;~c:ogn.it~ori 
.• . 

of pa~erit inv?lvement effectiveness in lieadi:ng' and on 
..·. ·: 

· .sub'seque~t program devel~pinE7~t. _: T_hese · lilni !:a tfp~s ·.may be 

•mo~e ·.easily. perce!ivecl ,when: this objective is ··evai~at·ed in 
. . . . . . . .. . .·' . . 

·-., the context·. o.f. a . muc.h bro~der .P~·~sp~cti ve .- · . . . . . . . . . . . . 
'. • . . 

·.. First, 'mqst of 'th'e resear~h, and predomi nantly, . . ··. ··· 
. .. . .. .... . . ·, ·:· • . .. . . . .... : .. ': · .. ~ . ' ~ ,· . 4. . . . ' . . . . . . .· . 

uniyer~ity_..:.oriented rese.a'r_<::h,; ~s. con.ce~ned· wit:h · .hypothesi.zing · · .. 
. . . . . . . . ': ' . ' . ' . .. 

on tl'?-e eifect:iv~n~ss o£ -· parent involvement .. i:n · rea~ing in . ·. 
. . II . . · ... ~ . . •. . . . ',- .. ·. . : . . . . . , ·.· ·. 

terms 9f measurable objectives. Althoug-h th;is ·· is 'generally : . 
··, . . 
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the natur~ ·at up·i~ersity-o:dented ·res_~arch, ·.it may ~xpiain> · . . . '• .·.. . .. :' ... ; . ·. . .• 

. .t -he,. p);epond_erance ·Of studies. th~t . evalu~t~.d· parent'._ invo;J..ve._: . . 

ment ~n·'reading ·i~ .· t:e~~~ ·o·~ -:~he~-~~~ . ~r n~-~ : .- ~~i-ld~'en.' s ··re~din~ ' . 
. . . . . . ,. . . ~ ' • . . . 

g~ins re_ached si~J1,-ificande; · In:·. their desire ,to . gaj;her_'~data. 
. . . :-· ' .. ---: . . .. ' . . · - . ·. : .. . . ·. ' ··.. . . . . .-· . . · :' . ' 

that ~~~~d ·suppci:tt their .hyt:iotlies~s _how~.,Y:e~~~ · r.~.search~rs · ha.;e 
' , • . ' ·- ~~:-.. ·· ·. ~ :·. 

. om'i tted . s.ev:erai other . impo.rtan t . berie'f i ~if · 0 ~ p~ren;tal . i·J:1vol ve.'-7-

ment :{n . read in~:. 
. ' I . I' 

W:Pi~e some ~of these bi:mefits ·are . not .... ' , 

neces~ari~y · unmea_s-~r.a~~e· ·they ar~ -le~sSj ohsE?rva,bl_e · .tl':\a·~ tne ·· , 
' ' • ' ' ·, • • ' • , · ' •, I 

obj ·e~t~.vE{o:e . inc;:rea.sirig .. reading gafns . .' ~h~ . ~ffe~'t!s · receivin:g, 
• : • •• ', • • ' • • .J - . • • \ • • ··: • 

. littl~ · .. ~t\el)'ti~'~ ·~llC{ud.·e .-j_~~r0~effi~U1: .. in .Children I~ · _at,tit\ide :·· 
. . . .. . ·. ·· .. 

\ " . ·~ ~ :-

tdw~rd r'~a.dirig, 'reflect~ci -in!. an· incr~ase : il}: . chiid~en '·s' ·reading 

~t ·-~o~~ - ~~d>ih' $-c~~~:i; - ~~~;o~em~nt i~ ~bi~~·~e~· ; ~:. ~tti~~~e . . . ·. : .·. 
. ... · _,_ .. ' ' . . .. ' .'• , · : ~ . · .' · .. · .... 

towa~.d schci'~.i· ~·· · ~~fl~cted in "·their.' school'. work ha~it's 'and . 
.. :. . . . .. . : . . ' . . . . . . . . ' . . . . .. ·. ' . . . - . . . :. .' . :, . . .. ~ . . 

behavio~·; - improveme~t ·in. ·parezi:t::..chil~d :·:relationshipsi· · ;~ _ . 

ad,mpr~ve~~~t--·- iri _-:~~.a~~~~~-~hi~d relationships~ . an~ .~i~provemef!t 
• ·!.. . -! . : .. . ' _, ··. . · . .. - . . . . · 

i:r;1 paren.t-t·each'er and parent-:-'school :r~lati.onships, ·-reflecte'd · 
• I ' ' ' : • ' , • • • ' ' • • ' • J ' '• 

in le.s9: cri ticism.-.o -f. :;Schooi- policies ~nd · their -~mplelll~ntat~op. .. _ 

. .:·.Second; .i~ a ·s.king o~ly . whe·~her Nrent· · .J_~~oiverilent i~-
• · . _ • . , _ .• • • '• . • . . l 

·- reading · i~~l.uence~ - c~ildr~n is · ~eading: ·. gai~s ~ -~:~~ear~hers 'have- · · 

ri~·ke~ ~h~ r>~~b~·bi-l~ty 'of su~cessfui: .i~~o.ive~~~~: -~ei~g - ~qqated 
': • • ' ' • J • • • • • • ·; ' 

__ sol~l¥ w'i th r~a¢lil'}g qai_ns · sig.n'i;.ica~ce,.. · ... Implicit_ ,i~ th'e us_e. _· 

· o_f o' ~u~h singular. e_yaluat.;i.ve/criteria ,· is .the darig~~-' that 
• • * ~ • • • - • • • • : • • • • • • • • • • • •• 

failure-.' of .' ch.ildren · t~ · ·achieve · the expected" _"reading ga,.in~· 
• ' ,. ' . . . ' .. . , 

rh~~··. -resuft· in 'the ··a:i~mis-siil of . parent: involve,~ent in -'rea'dihg . 

. as b~in~ ' of . i~ hie:. ~~l~e· ~ ... a~.~~~~~, i'nsign~fi-~an.t ; ~;~a&-n~ : ..... · .. · 
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: __ · · ·.·· ·· i?:~ra~raph . ~~d :admi·s·~~~l; __ by' a_ £e~·: :~.e~e~~·c~e~~ · _( ~~_l_e·s . ·4 ·. cinci 

· ;:- 5) ' ·th·a t . the.· criteria · fo~: ·.the. --e~all,la·t.~~~ 9.f . -~~rEin t ·e.ff ~ctl\;e·-
-~ . .. " . . , 

. . . . ·ness .. in reading appears · to '.:be :. broader \han whether ·Or: not 
• ; ' ' I ' • " • •': ' ' •, ' o : ' • ' , ' • :-~ • : ' • I • ' ' ' 

· chil<;treri •-5:- .~.eadirig . 9ains. r:ep.ch: · s.ign.;if i~apce ~ c6r1si.C1~.:ri:ng·- -. 

. - t!ie' P~isi:~~e~ce -~f· . p~ob:lem~·· . i·~··· .educp.t~~n- i ·n Ne~fq~~dlan~, 
. . . . . .-· ·~ . . 
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1 , D ~ , 
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: . ~; ~: \ 

stich .·~s '.i:ie,l.ow-average. per:f~rffiance in r_ead~ng. an~ . writing.' . -• .. ·· ~ 

·. · ~nO. ~~~ · -~.'a.;g~ · ~tu~en·t drop~,o~:t ·. rate· ( d~~pi t~ t~.e~e~do.us: 
0. • , ' • < ' , I • ' : • o ' I 0 

.·-

.. . .' ·.·. 

i.mpro~ern~nt . i:ri -bo~I:t ·huinan : a~d· ·._;mate:t;ial . resour~es), '· paren~·-: : 
• . . •. . . . .... t . · : '. . . . . 

· .. · . . 

·o : '· . i~vo'.i~einent in . child_ren .~ - s : ·reading Il_lay have sever~l imP·?:-:.i .-:- I: . .• .. _. .. . . , , . 
' . . . . -. '• . . '·. ' ·.' - .·. ' 

cation~ fo~·- the f.qtur·~ . · ·. r Fo:~< .. ~xampie·~· . :fit · a : tinie ~wh~n ~ tl:J.e . . ; .. 
. .. ·./ 

. . .:..~ . .. 

. . . ... . . . • · . . .' .' .· . ·.· .: .. . ·. ·-: ·. ·:. · .': . . ...... ~-. ·. · .... . : .. . ·. - . ·.: , .. "'· · . • . .. f .·. : 

··· - . -s .~ud~~:t;: dr.qp-oJ.lt_ ·_rate. ·ha·s .. become_, alarmingl·y .· hl9~- · in~ ~ 

' · · .: ·. · · · :._Newf~·~nd-~a~~-'.- ~~d .·whe~ · pa;ent~· · .· i.~~r~~~-i~·_gly. · te~:~ .- to. suppoit ' -._-
~ • ' ' • ," I ', · ,· ' ,: , ,, .t.J ' - ' ' .' • ' ' ' ' ' , \ .'· ~ ' : , , ' ' • ' .- • ' : ' • • . , ' • . 

· .. • .·. · t_h~ir~ children' .'r a'ther t han . the school iir ma t-i:ers . 'o'f : .-· . .I._· 
·.: . . . ~ . . . : ·.,. . ·. . :: . :' . ... . . 

'dl,seipi:i,m~ ~· . i£ .parent lriyolveme~t .- in'· reading .~esults' i..n 
• • • • • 0 • • .. • • • ' ( • • • 

. .i:mprovl ng C~ildr~n~ s_- · ClaSS~OQffi behaVipr, : ~-S .W~l1 ·· ·~S·: t·heir' ,· . :·, . 
. : . · . .'· : ·.· <:~· . . . ·: : .. . lJ . • • . . ·. .• : . • < . . . ·-.. : ::. '· . .. >: .. .. . : .. :. :' 

. interest in .. re~di,ng .in school,-~· then i t · may · :oe ·.one··avenue .• · . ~ 
. ' ·.. . . . . · . . ·. . .. . · .'. . . ' ·' ' ·-· . : ·. ·:. . ' 
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: . ·-the . ob s e rvi:d . benef .i..t ·. of an . ir~prov'emen t' in chii d r en:'•;s ·. readi~g . 
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. at·. hOme as: ·a . result.-. of parent'· 'i nV61 v.ement ·. see~~ Promi ·s iri'9 ·.l;ri.· _:· .' ~ ... , . .. 
· ~-~ 'e-ra· . :~hi'~~ . h·a~ ·- s~~n ~he.: dlsp-~-~·~~m~nt of · .rea:d~ng· · i~ t ·he ; . - . ··: ~ :_.~ 

• ' · - • :.. • ': • ; • ' , ' ' ~ loll • •• • ~ • • • • • • • 

ti_~ine Jby . -~e:Ie:visiOn ~i~~_ing .. . : ~dditi?naily, - a.~ .. par:~nt~ becom~ 
0 

•• 
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· .: .. . _. 
· ·. ·· .. ' ,, . knowle'~geab,;Le ab~u~· .ho.~· . :r;~a~irig, : :i.~ .: .taught · i.n· ~-c;h?oL_tn,ey •. ·, 

. . . . . . . ' . . . .. ~ ~ . . . . . ' ' . . . . . ·. ·. ':_ . . . · . 
4 also .b e cqme·: inore aware of.' arid ·gerieraily more .. · supportive: of .' . . .. . .· . ·, . 

' . ' . . . . ~ . .. " . ,; ' . . . " . . . -. . 
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• :, • : ~ :. ' , , ' o ' ' • ' • • ' • ~ ~·~', • , '• ' I 'o , l 

' · ... -... · . .' ·.· . 

,.' · ' .· . ·.:' :·~ ' 

, . ' . ; . ... ,. .,-. 
,• . 

• • ·: ·r 

. .. . .... 
: ... . . . . - ... ~- -

. ':: ... . 
·.·· . ... 

' . . '' .. ~ . .. . ·· ......... 
. .. . ..... ! · . ~ :~· -

:· ·· . ·. , ·, 

. . .. .. · . . -~ . . . . 

. . ... 
.·. ,• '· .. : 

. .. .-·. :· . . . 

. •. · · . .• •· ·:r(J ... . . ·. . ,,. . : . ' . . . ~ .. . ·, .. : ' ; ... -.. · ·"' .. . . .. .-· .... . ·. • .. 

' I : .' , I · .. 't '\ ' 

·. . : ·· ·· .. ·,· .. . . ~ _.,_, . - ' • . 
.. ~.:- ·. :- . ·: t: : . ~ 

. • ·, ' . 

, ·. 



-----·-~- .. ,~ .... -- --- ~- --­.--,· · ..... :.. .· .. __ .. 
. -· · .---... 
.·. . ., ... . ·- 1""..:' 

·: ! 

·: • . 

. ' 

" . -

. '· 
'· 

.·. ·. -

· ' 

. · ... 

.01 • ' 

·'· 

:. · 

· , ·-: 

.. . . -
. .. . ~-

• • Q 

223 

(. ' 

' school, :i::eS?uli:.s whic_h .show· th~t ~ar~nt 'invpl~dme-:r:tt in ·· reading 

'blunts .pubii9 c;ritici:smpf - education would ·ap~e.ar to be 
' ' "' ' 

.. ~mport~m-i::. For ··these reasons, then, par~nt invc>lvemerit' in . 
. . 

:'re~din.g · should riot . ~e ··susceptible:.- to failure by· subjecting . · 

~val,u~t:i,.o_n. of · it.s eff~ctiv~ness 1: to .. subh limiti~g criter.ia: as 
. ~-

·re'ading ·gains _a loti~~ . 

. Th.i,rd ~easuring :the __ ~ff~ct_iven~ss .· o·f parent .. 

involvement in ·~eading in t7rms o·f reading g.a:Cris that · 

>~es_ulted· ~he;, parents · w.~re ·· giv·e~- infoEn~tion ·ab~ut' .reading 
. .' . . . . ; . . : . '· .- . - . . . -' . . . . : ~ . 
. 'or ~hen 'p~ren'ts psed ·a:·. partic,tilar p:r:ogram a-t 'h.bme i re~~arche'rs . 

• ' . -. ' : ' • ' . J, ' • • • .. ~ . ' - . . • • : , • 

. . . app~ared tb be more conCierneci_. witl:l t _he procluct than -~i th ,the . 
. '.. ' '• ,. . . . ': . · , . . . ' . . .. . . · :' . :·· ·_: .. . 

_. pr-ocess .'i~self . . . That is-, 'th~- actual ,;parent-helping-child" ;· 
· , . . ' . . ·. . ,· ' ··: ' ' ' .. ,! .. . -

experience at-_.home ·and the .various eriviJ;"onmental -:factors . . ', . - · .... 

. ' - influ~ncin.g ~he. eifectiv~ness 0~. this e~p-erience, -~eceive'd 
\ • C' •• • 

ul ·i t~le .. atte~tion'. 'Fo~ exampie, the mer~ fact" o·f obtaining 
. . . . . . . . .. · · . . . . . . . . 

eager parents and . providing . t4em with ra program t9 use· at 
' ., t , I • ~ • • 

~ . . . - ' . ' . '· . . 
'home dOeS. not Of it.Sel~ ensure. imp:t:OVe~ent . in Chi,ldren IS : 

,· . 
. : ~ ~ . . • . : ' . ··~ . ...- . . : .. '. . ' ' . . ~ ~ . ' • . . h. ··. ' ' . ' ·. . -~ ' . 

. . · . 

re·ad~ng_ • . . Fa¢t9rs related · to the. att~ tude of· par~;r1ts · toward 

r¢ading; _ towa,rd ·th~- qhild •·s .:reaciincj; 9-nd .to oth·e~ p~rent.:. 

c_hild_. re~lationships may. be .- so ·complex as 'to . nuJ_lify . the . . . ' . . . . 

' . eff~rts . of . pa·r~nt$. to . iniproye· the . ch.iid. Is . reading. _Readi'ng .. 
' . . . .. . . . . 

; .. 
gain!; wouid . not then . be~ome: ·evident: u~til the i'nhib~~ting . 

... ·factors . . are ident~fied ·_-.and c~ntroll~d~- .- · .. · · 
·-

. It· .was poi_nted C?_ut .. in Chapter r; -fo_~ exam:Pl.e, that 

• . Wh:eri1 --.t~~~fort.S '~f: :·~ar~:..n-ts.· ·_to help .children· at - h,ome are . not 

: : ·• , __ . . 9ongrueht with the school's eff9rts~ · · sev~?re frt{~trati"oi_l ~ay 
' . . . ' . ·. . . . . . ' . .. . . .. ~ 

.. . . ".- be e:x:pected . for bot_l:i °Children -1:md- parent's . 'This situation : . .,: .. 
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. . . . ' 
in~.:r' . even be m~r·e · se;io~s ' · . pari~~ul.ai:ly -:-:Eo'/ those .' children' •:' 

. ' .· --~- ·· . . . . . ,• . __. .. -.- . . ~ ·. 

achieving · b~l~.~ade level in readi:ng ··and for those children. 
. . .. -- -· 

' . .. -

·: rece'iving: small· group 'remedial ·reading instru·ction: ·in . school . . -~ . 

. 'l,'h~ Hariniiey R·e~ding Projec't ·in. Britain found, ·. i9r · example,. 
' . , . .. . . . . . . . ... . 

·. that student~ who received 'extra· smali-group .~nstruc.tion f .rom . - . .. . . . 
.. .. . ' . ' . "' . . .· .. 
·an· experienced· teacher showed· .. no · improv:ern·ent.' and, in one. case, · · . ~ . . . ' ·. . . : . . . . 

: . · .. 
after a year or -extra -teaching, were significantly worse. 

The -reasons for this·, it· ·.foufrd '·. w~re 
. ·::· . ,:- . . . · . .-_ .. . 

.thc;i.t · fo~ ' some ~hildreri i~ ·th€( infant . . . . ' . . .. . . . . 

' . . 
and e<:!-rly junior schoo·i. 

. . .r 
·-

. ·the.~~ i _s a:-rilisrna:tch· be.tween · l:~arp.ln_g at · school and , i~~.~~~ivit:~ · 
.. , . 

' •' . , • . I ~ . . 

at horne. · From .the .honte. visi.ts circ~stance·s .could ' be· se~n 

which were : e~sily rectified ~which .. in . no wa~ . could have ,,b'een ' 

reached ~y· a teach.er. who .. d~d not" have 'collaborative: corita'ct 

with par.E:mts. _Extra · teach'i·n.g at schooi, . i ·t ·.claimed, in the 

· . . face . of s .uch problem~ · could ' wel'i attenuate· rather . than . . . ' 

• • •• •• .r 

· · ::.a·lle.v.ia,;t.e the ;. s '¥n\p'torn!? o~· ::r_·.<?·W· :i,ng~··. ~is~.nt~. r~st' in .le.-=;:n .. g : ~.o · 
. r:ead .· (Pettit ·~ ... 1981)'. . . 

·The · pheno)l}enal succe·ss of·· the . 'stud.ie~ in. this '· su~vey · 
.' . .· .. ... 

e:a.t.~9o'rize~ as. 8ro~p_· Gu.id~n·ce : h~t .9·ri~y · substc:intiat~·. the . 

find~n~s of the: Hariri.ge~ Read-ing -Pro] ect brlt a~ so progres~ . 
'• • ' ' i • I 

one. step f~rther t:o_ point tO' the· results ~hen- . inh~bi ting . . 
.. ~ .. 

factors ·. in · the ·,home environment a~e · identified arid · 

s~·seq':le;ntl·y ('on~·rol~~~~: of the seven studie~'. in · this 

. cat~gory' five . . includ~d rernedi.3.1:, ~eading_ instru_ction classes 
•' . 

. running. c~nqurrently wi'th . a pare'rit 'counselling program. · In 
• 0 ' - ' • ' • • • • • ' • • 

one other ~t-~dy: pa·r~nts .were . :pr~vi~~¢i .. with infor~at~on . apout .·. 
----"--.:' . . . . ~ - . 
how .tc:> '. help ~i.t~ . reading skills at home·,_. ·aiong _with . 

· ·~ · ' 

.. : 
. ' .. 

. . . . :.; . . 

. • ·· .. · . '' 

·..- ; 

·· .. ·• 

·. 

. . 

\ 

, . . 

• 
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c .. _ . 
0 . 

individual di:lun·sellin~ I . whil~ ' i? ~a~_oth~r ,tudy . pa;ents -were . 

. provi-ded ·wit~ ..;counseiiing . c~nf'~:tence's -only. · The . reading 
' . . . . . .... · . . 

ga·ins r~ported in. a'J.,l : -sev:~n st.ud·i~s ·,:r;-eached . s~gnifi?a~ce · 

-ex6ept\ fo! the_ 'st-udy · ·r.eport~d by : Suedermeyer ( 19 7.1) · .and the: 

• ' .. 

Study. i~vol v.ing counselling. co_n·f~+e~C:es· O!lly·,_ · repo:t~_ed . by . . 

.Craig: ('1~6.8) . (.Table 4) . . ACJ,ditionally 1 · ~ost of' · the~~ studies ·. :.i. 

repo~ted . i~pr~ved pare~t a~~i t;~d~·:. ch·anges - ~~wa·~~· th~-: 6~ild, · 
.. t~wa~d . re·adi.hg, ~n¢i . toward : part~cipati,o!! .(Table· 5) .: 

: . . . . ,· ' ' 

? • • • • . '·. . ~ . . . . • •. ' . . . '. ~ • ' . • • ' • . • ' ' . : • • • 

· · .:· __ rn: cohci:mt·ra:ting on providing _parents wit~ materials · 
-. • . '· . . .. . : ·. ' . ' : . . . . ' : ' ' ~ ' . .. • •, ' . ' ~- .. ' • ., • .' . ' . .' ' ' . I . • . 

they COUld.· ·use at .home · tO ·imprOVe ChildJ:e;r:l I S readi~g i IDUCh . . . ,. 
. ' . 

of the. res~arch :in tnis ··: re!view-_, except. - tllE~ Gr:oup · G.uidahce • 
• • • . • ' l .. ' • • • . .. . • ' • • • ' 

s·tudies 1 failed to · include _.....'~c9llaborative contact" wit-h .. · . . • ,' . . . , ' ..... 
.. , 

. . . ·: : . . · 
,:patents .to·. -d~termi.ne · . how' . factor~ ·re;Lated to th,e proce'~s of-

.. .. 
:· ·l:iei-p·_· th_eir children. "consid.e~ing that · the subj e cts in~ol:ved . . . '. . . . . . 

' ' . 
in the . studies. otper than ·.Group Guida.nc_e __ wete p r edominantly 

... ..· . . . · '· . · .. ·' 

-.. i . 

.I 

. • . 

.,· 

ex'perien·cing -reading · difficult-ies (eight. s .ttidies .·involved 

chi1dre~ .. r:ec~iv'ing :~rnaii ~grc>~p- ·{·;.~~r~c~io~ · aq~· ~: · hii~he; . -
- ~ - -

. .fourteen.'· studi es involved und!'!rachie_ver~ .in·: r eading) . ·a . . 

. . concentration _on .the .pro_duct, · in terms of reading_. gains 1 . . : . . . . . . . ' . 
. . . ' ..... 

.. _ wit~ou~ .the nece~s~~y · atten:t~~·n to .. the Jactors af~e.c1:'ing .. the_ 
.. " .·· 

. process ·Q.f parental· help at 'h()m.e I ~ inay be· considered a .. ··: 
' . . . . . . . . . . 

. s·ignifi~a?t .~i~i'tation_ ·o :f · _·thes~ stu<:'lies .. . 

Ariothe:r .limita t i on o f. t he r~sea:rch seems · t o · b e : 
'~ . ' . . . . . 

tq · the · be,n~fits ~of- _becoming · in:volved. . In · only ··.on.e s.tudy 
' ' . : ' . ' . . . , • ' 

(Wate.r:s 1 196 7·) was t.tii~ · goitl · clear:_ly ·def:lned .-:- to a~certa_in . . . - ... 
.. 

·-·· ., 
_ .. ~ 

.. . · .. 1-
. .. 

.... . · .: ,•-:.: .. ~ . __ ,. ..... ' ~ ' ... . . .... 

· . . '• · ; : .._,, .. 
. ' 

. . ----~....--- ~--' . .. ' .. . . . ' 
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· . _the , 'opinions . ·Of · the p·arti~ipa.ting .· p:arents: concerning the 
·' ... . : . ' . . 

·. • ' . 

. ·J:),emefits· obtained. from the . wo'rkshop pr~gr_al!l. Several : 

· 'studies ~~re c;·n:~~-~ned· . ~ith .. charigi~g · ~·~re~tal . attltud~s : b~t · .~ · . 
. ·o .nly· ~ f~w·p·~ann~d to\.ssess this . ~hange . u~·in9 pre~~n~ _p.ost- : 

• • 0 • 

. · ' 

. nec~s.sa~iiy reveai ex~l,icit~:x whethe+· parents co~sid~r.ed the' ' 

ex.ercise · .cine · they' would :Want. to through again. Likewise; · .. 
":'--o. • . 

several s 'tudies' ma·c;Ie ' pr~visions . for' q{lestiorinaires .. to·. parents~..; 
• • • •• • • • • • • : 0 ' · ' • ~ 

'but· th~ ·p~·rpose . for ,.:these w'as ··n.o.t' . indicated.··i'n the· ~rograms .:. .: · . 

. ·_ go~i·s .. · ··~~yhe. · t~is- .exp~ai·n~ : why. few·': .. ;in..:es.ti~~.~~r·s.: r·~po.;_.t~·~ ,. : . 
• •' • ' • • ' o o I ~ • • I • • • ' • • .. ' 

the.se questiminaire res~l ts·.~ in· systeinati.c ·fashion ·~ .. Most. ·· · . . : . . ... . . . - . . . . . . 
,. ·. 

. . l . 

• , 
0 0 

J1 • I 
0 

JIA. ' o 

,.'... .. investigators relieir on ' par¢ ntal comments in.·, r ·ep6rting . 
. • . . . - ~ . . . ' . . . . . ' ... · ' . . . ' : 

· ' . _,._, ·. 

. , . 

... . 

' . 

:' 

. ·' .. ·. · 
· ~arents' op:Lnions, as if a~ afterthought.· 

' ·, . .·' '· .. .. . . 

. ·Much has . be.en· written . about;: the potent·ial of· pq.rents 

.i,n · he!l'ping childre~ re~ci . .. Hqw~~er. , the ·differen9e b~tween ·~ 
0 ~ ' • ~ ' 

. pot~n.ti~l _involvement and actual · involvem.ent. r~vq~~e.s .around·;::·· 
. . . _ . 

· •. ··t;he c·~uciai ·. gu~stion:~ .of .. w_hethe~· .p~r'ents ·.w.ant __ 'to bec~~e 

,.:- inv.ol~ed · a~d- wti~ther. .. th~; think b.~i~g. .i~vol~~~ · h~s ·l)een· ~ · 
. . - . . . ' : . ' . . :. · . . . \ . . , . . : " ' . ·, 

' :E:r-ui tfu'l. ~xpeJ;";ience for : both theinsei ves and. their children • . . . . . ' ' . . . . ' . ' . ' : , ~ 

Th~ .answer . to the: fi~st. question wa~ . provided in Chapter r· ~ .. ' ., . . . . . .. . . · : . . ' . . 
' .• 

· that ·parents Cia ind~ed. w.ant ·to ·· become · lnvoi;·~d -, · and "the 
' . ; . . ' .. . : . ' -.· . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . .. . . . ~ . . . . .. : . . . 
rese·a -rch .reviewed. in this survey :.is generally supportive of 

• • • ' ' • •• • .I• •• • • - ' ' . • • 

. . . - . 
this .<;:laim. Howev.er, the : resea:r.ch revi~wed ·in ·th;i.s ··survey. 

.f.aile:d . ·to .. · ~ns:w'e~· . th~ - ~econd · q~~st·i~n .:i~ any· ~Ys~e~~~tic _ ... · . · 

. f~~hi~n ~. . .Al ~hou~h ~he ~·u·e~tio~ . wa.s · -recog~i~e·~ · in . the form 
. . . ' . . . ' . ;.· ·. . 

of ~~renta~ tespons~ thr~ugh que~ti~nn~fr~s these · ~es~o~ses · 

.. . 
. .. ·. ·-

~- . . . 

.. . 
. ..... . , 

' . . , , 

; -

. . : .. 

· . 

. . .. I 

o l 

. , I.,. 
· .. · 

. '· 

· .... .. 

.. .;;; · . .... 

..··.-·.--. --
· . 

' ~ I 
... . ~ . . . . . .. . ......... ~ . .... ,. ~ . • ' 



I 

i I. 
I 

'I 
!' i: ' . . , 
'i 
! 
!· 
i :· 
f 
( 
! : 
!.. 
I . 

,.· 

-... 

. •. .. 

·-:-·· 

.... ·. 

. . , 

. ' 

. ·- .. ~ ' . 

~-.. - .----
! 

\ 

.. .. 
' , ·. · 

: 
. ·· .. -. q:j • • ~ 

... · wer~ often '.reported · sUmmaJ;"i;Ly~ · Most ·inve·stigators· rel'ied 
• • '. • , 'o / , o ' ' I ' ' • ' 

' on the subj~ctive conuri~nts· of the·· parents · involved . .. Whiie 
. . 

. t~·e.se c~rnrr;eilts 'and .t~e que~tiom'laire .res~ons~s wer~ . 

· ·unanim~us -~ith .respect· to the .posit:iye··;hene.fit-s ;derived . . ' . . . . . -
. .. 

~ , . . · from the· · p _ro_grp.m· hy parents, ·one· ~earizati6ri. .~th~t ·.cannot· . 
' I - ~ ' • ' • 

be :ov_eriooked '·is .the ··:fac:t that pa;r:-ent .· part.ic~patie'n. was· . . ·. . . . . . . 

. :throu·glio~t the lif~ of the prog;ram . . A,lthough· the reasons, 
• • ' '.. • ' 4 , . • • • • ••• ; • . , '. • 

' .. · 

. for "sporadib .. ~ttend~nce : may be numerous'· it probably. -is .the 

·.case ·of pa~~~t~· ·~eek{~g.·~ a~~~r~nc~·~ · ~~at_:·~~~:~i~ipation ~~ ·. 
. . . . . 

· effect~~~~: p~.ior ~o their: b~comin.g ·invo.lv~a;· . ]:lenc.e·, :t·h~ 

:: : necessi.ty '· fo~ .more ' effe,qtiv~ .. parent. eval~atio'n- of·.·>the.:t'r ... . ' ' ... . . . ' '· ' . . ' ; . 

inv6lvemen't ·and tr\9re sy.stematic reporting ·of ·.the benefits: 
. . . ·... .. · , . '. .·. ' 

.· . derived .. from the· pro.gr·a~: 
. . .- '. ,' ·... . · ' . ' .. ' . ,, 

. . _, ·· ·One othe~ .:s'ignifie~·arit iimi tation · ~f. the ~ctivi ty in · 
'' • ~ ' I/ • .. 

,· 

. . . 
· the area·· of .·p~ren£al · involvement' in chi~dren · ~s · reading · 

' .. ) . . . 
results·· front a ,.. ser.ious··.lack ·of attention to· the: design 
. ~ . . . . ' ' . . . . . ..~ . . . . . ' . . . . .. 

characteristics of 'empirical . research '~ While· on the- one·. 
. . .·· . . . : . . . ' . . '-:. :·. . . ... . ~ 

hand the studies" ih this survey suffer . from the weakness of 
. . . . . . . ' ~ ' 

evaluating . ~he ·effectivel)e.ss: o ·f .. parental· i~voive~~nt in 
-·· . . . . ' . . 

. . ('t,he · eleveri projects characteriz:e.d a~· : descri.pti~e· studie.s) 
• • • • • ' • • •• ' • ' • • • • • • • • ' • • • • • • : .t -

. f~iied •to. in~lud¢ rfr:· failed t·~ r~port a~'Y. ' provi~io.ri~ . rot 
.. '<.. 

·' the.· stat.is.tical analy~is of the- pc,tre~tai iri.vol~emEmt-
• I • ' • ' ' 

' ·.· 

pr.qgra~; s ·._·effect -.on 'its subj e _cts. ·. ~ Except . ~o·~ t.he use of· a 

que.stfC?ri~a.ire a~inis.tered · .. t~ ·parents .·in fo~r .o~ th~s~ ·~ .. 
' . '. ·, 
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. . '· . 

wi-th' sparse repoitirtg of ::their re.sults' 't~e· ·p~ogr~m . . · . /·.:' ·. . ·. , . .. . . . . . : , . '·. . . 

_ . de~~loper~ ieliE?d · .he~vily:_ · .~n the_ :inib.j_ ec_ti ve · conun~nts' ·of 1 - . 
. '/ . 

~· . . 
. • \ :. 

. ·rt may. b.e . c'onsidered -~ i·ronic 'that in . 'such ~- ,· : . .· ' ~-., . ' 

.· .. . -. c.omparati'~ely· n~~ ar~ea ' as parerital in'\,Tolvement in' c;hildren 1 s' 
' ' ' ' ' .• r ~ 

:readi'ng, p~og[ain d~vel~pe~s ,: whiie 9onsidering this · ~rea 
.... 

important eri~ugh . to u~der~·~ke su~h projects -a~d ·_to . . ·_ 

· coht.emplate des~rlbi.rig - them 'in __ prof~·ssiop.a], ·journals~ . 

· .. P~·es~~b·J.~ - to .~e~o~st~~~e . tl\e.i~ .val~~> f~ir'ed: .to • inciude 
. ' ~ .· ·. 

' provis-ions ·. for the :rnos't . p~·~suasive. inf.orma:.t'ion . ~f: all' th'e ·.·. 

-·~eas~~e~~~t :~f- thelr. effe~-~ o.n - ~~iidr·e-~ and.:par~n~s ~ - -.. ~o·:· 
. ' . . . . ' . . . . . .· . ' . . 

. account ' for 'th.e .e.ffectiv~. disburseme~t · -~f f unds:_. · )Jowever' ,, . (. 

so~~ .~ere . ~~i~e~sity~~~ien'ted 'proj e~ts ~nd .so~~- were in. th~: ' . 

. ·. natur~ of- pilot proJ.ects, incl udin'g _such innov~tive prc:?j~cts 
• ,,, . 

·. as· a Summer J;ead~ng prog:ta'rn•: and a· C_hil'dren IS ' hOOk "CourSe, fOr 
. •, 

. . _parents.· Some account~bii_i ty. for the 

~ - - -. :_ ·experHled. in. th~ .form ~~ the · · ~ro~~~in 1 s 

. and/or pare~t's should have: b~en . included~ -. 
. Su~gestions For Fur~hei Stud~ 

.. , . . 

1·. · The obj_ect\ves 6£- .further. r .e s earcn :{~· "the · area of- parent . . · 

,:·.· 

· 'in~olyement i~: _Children I 5 read-i .ng. ~hOUld b~ leSS,~ . ; ',. 

: ·. : co~fl.hing·~ ... Consid~ration·. should, .pe -g~ven to measuring. 
' ' • ' ·. , . ·. . . . . . . 

. ' 

.the other ' observe~ · -benefit·s· l;>esiqes · ; ·ea:ding gains, such 

~s :irnprc;veme~t ~n childr~n· 1 s attitudes ·- toward ~eadlng, 
. " ' . . 4 ' . ' ' · : '.. ' . ' .. 

·. ' " •, . . .. . .. . ' 
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irhprovememt : in'.·child~en •.s behavio·r· 1ri.··· schooi,. 'ilnproveme.nt 
. . ·.. ·. ·. .. . .... ... . : . . . • . • . .. . ·. . . . :. . .~ . .. : . . . • . ... '. .· . . .. • . ' . . •. t?·. . 

in _parent-ch;ild;· ·teach¢r-chi:)..d, · par.ent-teacher and . 
. . . -~ - " ; 

. PC1t~nt_:-school relationships' .. · .. Until pii.r.e'i1~ ,:invol vern~nt · 
-. . ·.:_ • 

' • • • t.J . . '· • • • ·: . . • \ · • • . • • . . . • 

·. ·.· "<in ~eadi,Ilg· has· b~en . ad_equate.ly evaltia~pd' ·in •te~s of 

.. · .these objective.s its pote'ntial will · remai'n·' .hn~no.wn~·-· - . 
. . . ..· .. . .· . .. 

' ' - • ' ' I• 

' 2. · · The scope'· oi future. ·· acti~ity in this · e1r.ea 'of ·.st~dy ,. 
. ' . . . . .. • ' . 

"· .. 
,- . ' 

. espec;:tally· 'Whepe . undera"hievers , i 'n reading or 'children 

e.xperi~nc.ingi reading' - ~-i~f.ic.ulty. are. i~-~oi~e~, ··sho~{d_· : · 
. ·- . . . ·.... . . . . . 

., . - -· 
be brotid'en.e.d to ' i!lclude ~~ca'llabor~tive ~ontac;t" wiph 

- ; ·. . . . ( ... . ' . ' ' "' . . .. .. 

.. ·. ·.- _ · ·~· :·\· · ·; . 
. i 

,. 
. . : . I. 

.. ... . II 
' ': ., . . parents :fqr: .th,e. purpose· ·of det·ermining. the ·-presence .o·f 

, .. ·.f~ct6r:s .. in the .. )~~~.e; .:~_pvir6~~-n~~- -<>lh~ch . ma-y · .. ~~- ~-~d~·~r~~~;- · ... : ... .. 
'_,. 

. . \ . . ' . . . . - ;_ . ' ·. : .·· ,•. 

:affE;lct;i!lg chil?-ren.\s · readl;.n.'g difficulties. Until 'such -- . 
·.· .. ·. . .. ; . 

. : ' :·.fac'tdrs are·. eff.e~~i\;ely contr~'iied · or corrected, any ... ' . . ' .. . ' • . . . .. · 
' . ' . . • .. "t . . •! .· .·: .... • .- •. • • · ·:, . ·.' • · • 

. form of·: pa_r:~n1=;:~1 pome . help,-: ~s .. well .as extra. help in· 
.... . ·, . ·. . .. 

sch¢oi'-, : ,m(ly e~en :·aggravate'· the'se reading · d,tf·ficul t:j..es ~ 

· 3. ·_The _goal-~ · of · :iuture r.~sea·r.~h· i~ · pare~t?l invol:v~~~nt· :~in . 
. . ' . . . . . . · , . . . . 

read;ing - should: ~address the· ·assessment of the· · benefits··. · · . 
', ' , • • ' ' , ' • ' I ' > ' ·,o o ' ' : < • • • • ' • o ' ' 0 

'derived. ; · .. as pe.rc~it~.d ·by , the· pai:ents>th!;,!mseiives :~ · '· . 
. ···. ,. 

·.rrhe . f,act t~at eleve~ .of . ~he:. forty . studies· included. in·. · .. .. - ~ 
• ' • •1 ' • , , ' . ' 1 • · ', . . , .' , I . , 

' • ·. 

this .·i::e-\tiew .. failed to iriclude prpvi~i.ons f~~- - _eva)_uating 

experi~~~taliy·:· the· e.ffect o·f parent .iU:volv.eme'n't .. in-. ,• . .. ·. . • . . 

h~iping _ c-hiidr~n:: r~~d ·i:~ ··.a · · -~~ri6us . ~~~knes·s .6£· the - . . . . ., . ' 

" .. research .:· . ' F4tu;~ act i vity should foiiow. the :-adoption 
- /' ' .. .... .. ·. -.. :·. . . . .. . : . . ~ ' . . 
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. ~ppendix A.-
. \ 

Tec'l~niqueEi Employed ·by l:ii-~est:oga_tors .to · · 
Encol,lrage Parents · to·· P~rtic~pate 

·Aiter .the~ program had been ·planned it was ·present~d 
to 'parents at schedu~~d ··PTA · meetings. 

Pare·nts -. w~:re ·.- s~le~t-ed · ·£·rom e9tablished pre-: school ·and · 
.nursery school p'rogrC!-rns .. . 

! '· 

: I1ornero'orn ~others. w~re. asked to co .. nt~ct other". rnoth~r~ · 
. · .for ·the . purpose· at,· ~5.ch-edul.ing ineetirigs tC? _.explain. ·the 
program~ ·--. · · · · _. · ·· · 

. - .• .. . 
. .. 

Int~;e-st~d · ~otpets· assig!l:e'd_ bioq·kJ3 iil-_ t~eir· school . .. 
·. district .to '· theinse,lv:es ·and ·"ea·ch .made- a ·· persona'l' diJ_l· .· .. . · 

on every ··~amily . in ·ne·r assigned' bloq~~ _.-_·i~viting; -~;...;. r_ ' : ·_ • .-: 
· parents to·· a· plaim:ed ··program • . A ·bulletir(was . le.ft ·at' . . · 
. the home· if parents wer~:: ou·t: . ,' . . 

. :. . . 
. . 

. Par,~nts. were invited to rne~tings or ~sessions . through . · : . 
the use of ' the t~l-~phone, newspaper ,, radio. and television. 
~. . . .. . . . . ·.· - · 

6.- ··· -~urveys we'J;e conducted . asking pa_rents whetq~r· :they . f~lt .. · ·. 
. . confident. 'enough to :tutor their. ch~ld'ren . in reading ·~ . .. . . . . . .• ~ . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . 

. : ·7 .. ·· .. ' Pr~n·c~p~l'~:·.··se~t . ~o~e . :let~ers· of ·iiwi ta.tio~. to ~·ar~tits :.· 
of :achool chi-l,aren to attend a schedul"ed . "orientation : 
sess'ion'1·.• .. 

8. 
; . 

.Pa.rents were _required ; to_·respond ·:·~y~s" o r '"no" on a :- form 
:·from the principal asking ·whether-- or not. they :·woulP. . 
participate in 'learning' :how they· could ~elp . their 
ch,ildren with' reading. . ' . 

: ' 
' 

~eetirigs de~ig~·ed -for ·the pu~po~e · o~ :e:>q)laintng ~he 
.program to\parents or for :the_· pu~pose ' of showing parents 

_. how to help 'their .chi'ldren in reading .were_ schedul«:;!d ~t· . 
dayt.irrie or evening to . accomrnqdate parents who wo'rked :. · . 

o' shifts. -.-.. . . . . 
. ,. . , 

. . ·. 
· · 10 ~ : Babysittii-lg-' s~rvic~s wer:e made ~~ail~ble to · parents who 

. . . :· wanted. -t.o ·attend meetings. ' 
' . ·.· . . . 
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1-~: ~ .- ·.Other in_vestigators. ·-i~vit~d all ·· the Ghildr'en . in the 
: · .. family to .. the orientation. · sessions to eliminate· the· 

need f<?.r · babysitters.. . . . · . .. . ' ,· ' . 

. .. 12. -Transportation wa.'s_. Pfovided·- 'on -:r::e_quest ·.: 

.·. 

. .. 

. , · 

l~. · .'Meetings were held at converiiep.t · locations, sometimes · . 
in parents' . homes, · to ·make the·· project less school 

· · ciriented.' and to givEf: it .a .·f·eeling of . comniuriit'y . . 
· dwnership. · This helped to ·r .emove the .- school ·. from its · 

. ·.: . usi.Jal dominant · rc:>le ~ · · · · · · 
. :: 

14 ... Letters . o~ ~nvitation . av~ided th~. term meeti11-g, using 
· instead -' such te-rms as ··"ciri'entation se~'sions" • . .. · .. · _: 
. Ins.ult~ti ve iariguage was . avoided • .. . InV,i t.iti~ns wer·e 

·. ' · wor.¢led iri · suc·h a.· way as . to · assUII1e ··that . pare.r:1ts would . ~ . 
pa·:rt:i<?i:Pate, r~ther · ·than giving tJ;u~m a . cpoice. · ·.: · .. . _'. 

'• , .. 

is<. · su~t:ai"ned ' ~~:r;_e~tal att_elfdance_ was' encouraged through _ 
·. · · .. . such· ing·t:iv~ting techniques as: · · . · :. · · ·· 

. .. 
.. . 

a~'ti v i t:t. o'r-ie~ted ses &io'iis for ' children; 
J~cil uding . ~'choral 'reading" ' and' "readin·g . 
p.iu;'t~·es" ·, · 

·: · .- · .mo~thl~ calend.a~~-- and sti ckers, .·_ Pl~s .· .. · 
. :cer'tifica.tes and >a'ward's 'for children ·who 

complet,e the 're'quire'd .numbe.r of week.ly. 

. ·.. . 

·. 

. 

readi,ng m~te~ials at' home, . ' . . ' . ' . 

parentaf r~cording ~f-, ;children·' 5. resporise · . 
tO • the · materials . sent .home fo·t " US€ · With . "'~ 
'thed.r children, : arid 

.:.,._ trophie~- loaned· t~ the . class with the 
. ·.highest ' ~Wrtber. ·o.f : moth_er_fi -in attendance· • .' . 
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