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.homevand thewschool;f Slnce the/chlldren were usually of one

[

Ai rellglous denomlnatlon the school was- frequently constructed

. near the church, whlch was respected partly because of 1ts

. \ .
w’-awesomeness. Durﬁﬁ§‘the school, ‘day 1nformal v151ts to the !

[ RN

L school by the clergy became a common practlce. Addltlonally,

'the school functloned as a sunday school and as a hall where -

- 5

" the’ church afflllated women s group performed concerts or: j

T

E fheld other soc1a1 events. Thlrd, the school became 1dent1f1ed .

;w1th the whole communlty It functlo ed as ‘a meetlng placeAl;

'

;?‘for any.lssue of publlc 1mportance, a well as for any event

| of an entertalnlng or soc1al nature ranglng frOm communlty

R . i . . K} B v,

Itconcerts to v131t1ng groups of entertalners.',t

-‘g Consequently thlS cooperatlon and 1nterm1ng11ng

- around a central poant the school,,appears to haée p051t1vely '

Llnfluenced chlldren 5 attltude toward educatlon.a Flrst,

Rl

* parent-teacher and parent—school relatlonshlps were, very

»personal. Parents referred to the school as "our" school'and .

Tﬂzaccess ‘to 1t was an accepted rlght. Second; w1th all four .

'ﬁ_rcompleted school, as compared to "unattractlve" alternatlves., .

.‘groups cooperatlng and worklng 1n un1son,*chlldren s educatron,’
'?may be descrlbed as belng Chrlstlan, steéped in the moral,r
Qsplrltual academlc, and 5001a1 values reflected by each

) group Thlrd, the atmosphere generated by the four sources.‘

t\communlcated to chlldren the avenues open to those who;

',Zyawaltlng those who dld not._ The bellef held and expressed

.;"by adults to chlldren everywhere,lfor example, wasi"You won t -

-

‘lgget anywhere w1thout your educatlon today'" Chlldren and

-’,‘.,

......




\
) who falled. .

'3iabout changes that appear to’ have fatally affected the.

Lf‘large centers partly to fac111tate the erectlon of 1arge
»iCommL551on on.Educatlon and Youth 1967). The Royal Comm1551on '

'hﬂof the klnd of educatlonal atmosphere present 1n the scene

‘4descr1bed above, w1th 1ts recommendatlons regardlng the

j'boards and the decrease\of church and publlc 1nfluence 1n a”fb

"educatlon.‘ ThlS process flnally 1ed to an educatlonal scene

FETE
T e

— .

parents were SO, enthused about educatlon, for example, that o
when the results of publlc examlnatlons were - released the R

whole communlty knew w1th1n a few mlnutes who passed and L

IR IO

« )

MEEfect of ﬁducationalllnnOVationSﬂ"

':,. Newfoundland s entry 1nto Confederétlon rought P

[
A

o b‘\‘"“' ——

-

“-educatlonal consc1ence generated by thlS comblnatlon of

_sources. The pattern is qulte famlllar to most Newfoundlanders.p}f,ff‘

‘

- 5F1rst came centrallzed hlgh schools 1n Foxtrap and Corner

u,B.‘cook ln 1954 v1ewed as advantageOus 1n equall ang oppor-‘

'; tunltles and prov1d1ng fac111t1es unknOWn in: sTall schools. JLJ ;'prll‘f

7Thls centrallzatlon process, a new concept 1n;hducat10n, when

_falsp-applled to populatlon ellmlnated not.onﬁy small schools

but also small communltles as well.' The ellmlnatlon of small

. /.
communltles was con51dered a neceSsary movement of people to
: - ,a_-

"schools to ‘serve large populatlons of chlldren (The Royal B

on Educatlon and Youth,-completed in 1967 hastened the demlse

'amalgamatlon of small school boards 1nto 35 larger school

in Newfoundland whlch consmsts of large hlgh schools and 'h'i-:"’
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e 1arge elementary schools,'not necessar;ly in the samei

communlty,iserv1ng chlldren 1n the surroundlng communltles, ' o -

to the extent that these chlldren have to be bussed to a .

'sbhool as far as thlrty mlles away from the communlty 1n

.

tfwhlch they llve._-

s . =

The consequences of thrs'"educatlonal progresg“ in o

.
-
C ke

* ‘o
"o A

'terms of parent-school-church-communlty relatlonshlps

i.lnclude these-

l; The educatlonal system 1n Newfoundland con51sts of

.). B N '..' " .‘—-"

35 large school boards w1th educatlonal authorltles

: 1remote from many c0mmun1t1es and parents. ? m:x'ﬂ.,;:.,‘f' .

a3 -~ , v .2

"2, Some communltles are w1thout schools.»_ P S

N

S 3, Parents 11v1ng in’ many communltles are so remote

L from the school, whlch 1s 1n another communlty, ﬂE¢
C * r o e
parent teacher, parent-school relag&onshlps have-

gfbeen decreased 51gn1f1cantly The school 1s~no

e B : .

”longer con51dered "our"'school, but "Johnny s"

_“ ;,f‘ - fschool. Parent access to the school owned by a. o . S

i

\ };_-remote authorlty is so condltloned and regulated fi.];zi

.. t.": \\ S j ! . ‘.

AL that parent and communlty use of the bufldlng has fﬁg'f‘_‘i;
been dlscouraglng. No longer 1s the school the
;focal p01nt of the communlty f'j_ ,‘;

.

4, The dlstance between the communlty and the school

in. ltself makes communlcatlon between parents and i":l. L

CN --,» . L.

‘teachers dlfflcult because of: transportatlon S

x'-.l

':nlﬁ““; -fproblems and 1mpersonal through"the use of the

EETR ﬂtelephone.. f‘ﬂ'fTﬁ KR fL

C e :

. '
. P .
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:teachers, and v1ce versa.

'
.

206 -

. , , S
Parents no : 1onger know or are a@qualnted w1th

.

e

Teachers frequently llve mlles away from the school

’

'sometlmes in COmmunltles not served by the school at

all.o ',':.3* h '_..:;

vy e fo e : b

Teachers frequently have no ldea or no 1nformatlon

.
., L «

.about the Chlld s home or communlty env1ronment..

'-The school in serv1ng chlldren of several protestant"

[

- denomlnatlonm has resulted in barrlers belng created{f'~':

s

h w1th respect to church .or' - Chrlstlan 1nfluence 1n

e

N

: educatlon._ Church 1nfluence has now been relegated

to developlng rellglous educatlon programs for schools,
,whlch sometlmes have llttle relevance to the local

church and whlch attract very lrttle of- chlldren s

lnterest; Local church 1nfluence ln the lrves of
. JU

s

chlldren has become 1nsrgn1f1cant because somefparents'?.'“"

' < \ S
dlsagree w1th the rellglon taught 1n schools and C

o

. chlldren are sometlmes allowed to be exempted from

'w1th respect to scheduled school v151ts. Parents

"object to classroom v1srts by clergy of another

.

'rellglon altogether. hlS practrce may sometlmes’

L0

"vresult.ln a. "snowball"teffect., Addltlonally, the

: varlous rellglous groups cannot alWays cooperate O

" T

rellglous afflllatlon to the extent that 1nformal

classroom v151tatlon by clergy have practlcally
. : DR N

ceased.
\

. N . o . ' )
” . ) . SN ' ' oL . . . N
i, . - T :
.- . h ., .‘ . )
‘



'i educatlonal system.-‘There 1s no dlspute w1th respect .to the

1

' 9.-9Finally, the overall effect is; that educatlon has 1

"becomevassoclated;WIth "SOmethlng.from the'outslde";:j;f'”

- - K

It must be understood[that thls reporter 1s in total:

agreement w1th the educatlonal 1nnovatlons 1n Newfoundland s

nece551ty for 1mprovement 1n terms of profess1onal or . m:l‘df”

'»' managerlal admlnlstratlon, both at the department level and

at the school board level Improved materlal and human

.'3,5 resources, broader currlculums and 1mproved edu&%tloqnl

’,achleVement by chlldren in many,areas are some of the beneflts.

Low

What thls reporter observes w1th some degree of regret 1s the ?‘1,‘

'.-u'
™~ L o

flnal result w1th respect to parentalrlnterest and respons-’“
1b111ty ln\educatlon.. In the process of thls educatlonal

LR

transformatlon it appears that‘parent and church 1nfluence 1n

N v

'ﬁ\chlldren s educatlon became excluded and substltuted by n; o
; “educators ba51ng the1r clalm to a share 1n educatlonal ."'i":ﬂ

© admlnlstratlon on profeSSLOnal grounds"(Report on the Royal

Comm1551on on Educatlon and Youth, 1967, p, 74) : In the name
of progress 1n educatlon the ellmlnatlon of admlnlstratlve
1nequ1t1es, the 1nadequac1es and 1nequallt1es of the old

system resulted also 1n the ellmlnatlon of 1ts advantages. :

o~

The communlty attltude toward educatlon, 1n the atmosphere-‘

‘surroundlng the school whlch permeated the whole soclety and

1

whlch attempted to communlcate soc1ety s objectlves of the if;.ﬂ

-

'school to 1ts chlldren, appears to have practlcally dlsappeared;&'“

.

No longer do these four sources, home,"school church and

)

. communlty work 1n unlson toward conveylng to chlldren the A

e

.
. : Ve
. “ , . s ) . [
R ramat ke s R R - — )
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'._relevance'ofpeducation: It appears,'lnstead, that/the 3:7';'ﬁ, S
”ﬂoppOSite is true. In examlnlng these sources “of educatlon . .',; ERR:

carefully one flnds that they often appear to be worklng at o s
o .. -‘: ': .:'\‘ N

:*, varlance w1th one another and in 1§2£atlon (Lamswood 1982)
\ ‘ . _ : ’ . PR / - . . R
S . w ~ Lo "
. 3“;L Role of Parents in Chlldren S .o | , )
3 Educatton ln the Future L I -
NI If one accepts the reasonlng that part OL the ,;
' solutlon to 1mproved readlng standards, hlgher-educatlonal B ,;;
achlevement and hlgher student retentlon rateL 1n Newfoundland B *{
e lles ‘in. restorlng ch11dren S mot1vat1on»to learn from school e
- experlences, then parents w1ll have to be con51dered and PR ?
- ~ .L PRREIES
B ) . /
L e o accepted as 1nstrumental 1n thlS process. Schools,,by 6
O T |
themselves, cannot be ﬁelled upon te_perform thls functlon

‘ P,
effectlvely, nor can they be expected to motLvate chlldrenﬁ

<I
l..,-,

whose negatlve or apathetlc attltudes have been 1nfluence

i

o by the attltudes and values of the1r parents.:.
: R .

L9 RN P
: ST - LN i - .
. . . PR A . - e, .

© . ‘-_A ‘. v ,‘w‘ R , .

Role of Educators, Churchcand Communlty To Be

That of Cooperatlng To Influence Parent Partlcmpatlon
s Although 1t would be naLVe to expect restoratlon of f.,. Lo
L - N .o ‘,
v j the phenomenon of the past soclety, 1n Whlch all four sources
- cooperated 1n~attempt1ng collectlvely to cqnvey the\message
.o of motlvatlon to chlldren, these same sources may be persuaded “
A P . 0 RS ;
T 'g' to cooperate more fullyjthan they do at present to help ‘ 2
. parents perform the functloﬁ whlch lS now 1ncumbent upon them. . ;:
nlw: . h;yu"," o
B '...'" ) o
- S A i L
. . 1. i) ) .. -_‘; .
- ‘:AS‘ \ ' !’ K o
b ‘ e ‘ f ¢ :x :;:
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vfﬁarents may perform thls functlon 1n two ways-v“; N o oo

N B by becomlng concerned about the learnlng experlences

;chlldren recelve and by carefully monltorlng thelr -

o . o o o 'progress and development (Lamswood 1982), and

»2;~-by communlcatlng w1th teachers about how they can
effectlvely functlon at home to support the work of

._the school in teachlng chlldren to’ read.

4%
; .o .

Attempts of Two of these Groups to Influence ¥ U S

Parent Part1c1patlon Already Begun

.ig“j‘gm“ 75,} V_Attempts of Educators to Influence
B : "Parent Partlc1patron {:. ] P , L e
Z-ilvf""**“ .. R It appears that the process of cooperatlng for the R '

°

‘Tf,, T 'p‘ purpose of stlmulatlng parental lnvolvement in educatlon of :‘~'l J“‘
vf:ﬁ:; S ,A' .thelr chlldren,’at least 1n terms of the flrst of(these, has
already started Specrflcally, 1n the past two- years,’ .

'-f.,.5f“““act1v1ty has increased. on_the part of all concerned ‘with '”;1:, "y%t':
.respect to encouraglng parents to become lnvolved. Ironlcally
1t appears that ‘the’ Department of EducatloP unllke 1ts, o
behav1or 1n the past, has reversed 1ts p051t10n and has

. placed 1tself in the forefront 1n thlS regard. Through the £

}H.medlum of the Adv1sory Commlttees to the Mlnlster, recommended
‘bylthe %oyal Comm15510n on Educatlon and Youth, supposedly to -.

’represent the publlc s v1ews 1n educatlon, (although the

’ publlc has llttle representatlon on these commlttees) the‘

{.’ :'f department has made some 51gn1f1cant beglnnlngs. For example,

1n March 1980 the Mlnlster of Educat:on app01nted an adv1sory

o ".“‘




I T % P I

AQ:commlttee—to—study‘the\status of- klndergarten in. the.prouince.“'ff

— L vt

~because of, accordlng to- the\mlnlster, expressed concern by s

',educators, health and soc1al serv1ce\grpups, and parents ' '
h(st John s Evenlng Telegram, November 1981) Although thls - }" . \
commlttee 1ncluded no members to represent parents, 1t was Asvf 'wﬂs :;
,‘1nd1cated that the commlttee met w1th parents "whenever i. ",‘A
'possrble“ (St vJohn s~Even1ng Telegram,~November 1981). i e
.However, in . relatlon to . the toplc under dlscu551on, the -;,”;k'
vrecommendatlons of the commlttee 1ncluded "support for the .

'role of parents in thelr chlldren s educatlon" (St.-John S.

‘

Evenlng Telegram, November 1981) More concrete proposals ';{f' Come o

were forthcomlng w1th respect to thlS recommendatlon, however,q' o

')

_ﬂfln the objectlves of another advrSory comm%mtee appolnted by F%”:h?'A'“Q
"the Mlnlster of Educatlon in June of 1981 Two objectlves of o o T,
thls commlttee, the Advrsory Commlttee on Early Chlldhobd and - m.

,fFamlly Educatlon, were-l - o
1. to assess the need for programs in. early chlldhood
©  education.and parent: lnvolvement in. the prov1nce,.

ccand L L L PP /{ .
' Y ) 1 ) o * -"" B ¢

2. 'to Outlrne parent educathn programs and’ to suggest !
... ways of 1nvolv1ng parents in earky- chlldhood ) :
-geducatlon (Department of Educatlon Newsletter, Co e
-September, 1981) . : S o

~

It is consrdered necessary to pornt out that parents were not ~; e

”represented by the members of these two commltteesﬂ_,
) : /L .

ThlS conscrousness on the part of the Department of .
;Educatlon regardlng the role of parents ln educatlon is not

.llmlted to, the act1v1ty of the advrsory commlttees appornted

‘.(by the m1nlster, but recelves, as 1t would appear, some

T,

'dlrectlon and encouragement from the Spec1al Serv1ces

. . . . . .o . . Lt .
‘ - . N N . - ™ .. 2 . ‘. < o .t - oo



ce that d1v1sron, in an artlcle publlshed in the Newfoundland

g

‘ therProylnc1al;Parent—Teacher, Home_and School Organlzatlonsf-

f'Division of the'Department.-rDr Michael Steer,‘Director of

ce oo - . o, v
. . Lo d v
PEREEN

‘e . . L n,' [
?,- , e

Teachers Assoclatlon Bulletln, outllned to teachers hlS

£ N

percepblon of the’ dlrectLon in Whlch educatlon should be-,

mov1ng 1n:the future;, Entltled "What Research Tells Us About

Y

:. Parent Involvement“ Steer urged teachers that “1nv1t1ng

0.

parents to become partnérs 1n thelr chlldren s educatlon 1s ."

g’n

;‘ one way of 1mprov1ng the quaLity of . publlc educatlon in our’

prov1nce““(NTA°Bullet1n» June 1981, ,6) In recouhtlng ,

»

'awhat research has shown w1th respect to»the results of parentp.

.

1nvolVement 1n chlldren S educatlon, Steer p01nted out that :,

)

“teachers, sometlmesoreluctant to: work“w;th parents, need to L

@ - - 0
&

be aware of”the pos1t1ve effect of parent 1nvolvement. 'ln:
'summarlzlng he felt that 1f parental 1nvdlvement parental

educatlon and home v151ts account for greater sustalned

: R . o

i academlc galns than do currlculum varlatlons, the expan51on

of parent lnvolvement programs in elementary and secondary "

Py

schools .may’ be a key factor 1n combattlng dlmlnlShlng support_?' -

for publlc eduoatlon 1n Newfoundland and Labrador.

&
< o

On a lower level of the educatlonal h1erarchy, that

the teacher 1eve1 the number of educators 1n promlnent

teachlng p031t10ns who support and encourage the value of

¢

parent partlclpatlon appears to be 1ncrea51ng. An lndlcatron‘_‘”"

-

of thelr 1nterest and concern in thlS area was ev1dent when

. a number ‘of these profesernals addressed a conferenoe of

parents and\;;a}hers at the thlrd annual general meetlng of S

. .- -

-




in November, 1981.;- The flrst of these, Kev1n Breen,
represent.mg the Federatlon of School Boards in thlS

prov1nce ‘1nvited parents and teachers to lnvOlVe themselves

J.n the major 1ssues of equallty of educatlonal Opportunz.ty

R ,throughout the prOVJ.nce and pupll retentlon 1n schools (St

'-'John s Evenlng Telegram, November 17, 4‘l9Bl) . Another speaker,

"BJ_ll O Drlscoll, representlng the Newfoundland Teachers

Assoc:.atlon, told the conventlon that the Assocratlon

"encourages parents to speak openly on school affalrs, and

"that it welcomed the upsurge ln the formatn.on of Parent— .

’

‘»Teacher Assoc:.atlons around th.e prov:ane. He saw the ' - J/

L 'fosterlng of good relatlons between home and school as one

.

‘of’ the most 1mportant functlons of the Prov.1nc1al Federatlon '

"of Parent Teacher Assoc:.atlons and Home and School Assoc1atlons

. establlshlng theJ.r place in the educatronal system saJ.d that

. the nost 1mportant thlng they can do 1s to bulld brldges, not

\"‘flfty percent of the adult populatlon :Ln the country have .

ol <

(St John s Evenlng Telegram, November 17, 1981) . Slmllarly,,-
e

',.Tom Lafosse, Prlnc:Lpal of CoW‘an Helghts Elementary School ‘and

‘a past pres:.dent of- the Newfoundland Teachers Assoc:.atlon, in. '

rev,1ew:Lng the problems faced by Parent—Teacher Assoc1atlons :Ln ’

I : .

'walls. . He cautloned parents that at a t1me when fewer than

QT

chlldren 1n school publlc support f_or the needs of educatlon

may decllne and the v01ce of paren\ts well need to be heard to

: ‘ensure that the quallty of educatlon avallable Wlll not ’ " . ) - 49

_llker se decl 1ne .

f\‘_‘ i
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) On the West coast of Newf0undland, at the school

level. aga:Ln, observatlons regard:l.ng the danger of parent and

‘ _student d:Lsappo:Lntment 1nherent in rely:.ng solely on schools e

to prov:_de an "all around" Chrlst:tan educatlon moved one
S

educator to. call on all four agenc:.es,* school, home, church"

v

- QX-of th.‘LS goal Foster Lamswood, ‘vice- pr1nc1pal of Herdman
- Yc

olleglate,’Corner Brook, cautloned that educatlon is not

restrn.cted to the schools, and urged the 1nteractlon of the

r

school home, church and commun:.ty as a ]01nt partnershlp J.n

wh:Lch all strlve to provlde a varlety of teachlng-learm.ng
-

opportunltles (Newfoundland Churchman, June 1982) ‘ Lamswood
1ncluded sugqestlons as to how each agency gan contrlbute ’f

toward that,-goal_. ‘ ;‘ e \. ‘:'_: 'f y :

Attempts of. the Church to Influence
Parent Partlc:l.patlon R

The church has already 1nd1cated 1ts w1111ngness to

cooperate 1n the educatJ.on of chlldren :Ln Newfoundland . It

. . . 1 - f

Gl appears to be exertlng .'LtS 1nfluence malnly QW_
o ) N ‘/ .
to parents theJ.r role 1n educatlon. "The: Newfoundland '

: Churchman, a publlcatlon of the Angl:.can Ohurch in

Newfoundland, for example,_ has ?come a forum for lnsplrlng
- . . .

parents to become J.nvolved in educatlon.. It perlod:l.cally
publlshes art.'Lcles to prov:.de gu:l_dance to pa»rents on :Lssues

. affectlng the quallty of chlldren s educatlon, such as the o

effect of telev1s1on on chlldren s values and att:Ltudes o

L

' and communlty to cooperate in helplng to ensure the attalnment o

- S e L S « -
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’ toward sports. and "alcoho'i «u‘se.‘ More :meortantly, through
-ths edltorlal staff J.t encouraged parents to become
’;"concerned about the equallty of educat:l.onal opportunltles )
2 Sy L

w1th1n the prov:.nce. For example, the edltor:Lal of the
"AprJ.l 1982 1ssue prov1ded reasons why parents should become
tlnvolved J.n school board elect:.ons in the prov:.nce. .‘ it ', . o
' .stated that 51nce parents,‘by law, have to entrust the:Lr

. ‘chlldren to the care of teachers and school admlnlstrators, S
. 1t J.S 1mperat1ve that parents have 1nput 1nto the dec1s:|.on— Lo

«

- ‘\maklng/p’rocess affectlng bulldlngs, currlculum-and other e
: o

"';factor.s whlch determlne educatlonal standards. Cltlng g e S o
recent problems of school board flnanclng and an educatlonal

"‘system that shows 1:Lttle VlSlble ev:.dence o%e Chr:.st:l.an .

0 A

phllosophy on whlch':Lt is bullt as two areas that parents "
‘should be concerned about, :Lt cautlons parents that 't:he

latter exa_mple may represent changes 1n the phllosophy of

) _— ,_-_.'..."__.,___,-..t_;..
: educatlon whlch eventually w111 erode other Chrlstlan S R
. prln01ples ,therent in that educatlonal system. : 2 " ‘, I _"':

‘ -

'Evidence of 'Present- Parent“Participation

L In surveylng the educatlomal scene for ev1dence that

- - L. . [ -

parents are becomlng :anolved, one notes z-l':t thls J.s :Lndeed

.«a certalnty One other ObV.‘LOllS trend 1s eversal of

empha51s on the part of educator,s J.n that they are how ask:Lng

:

for parent support. Whether thls request stems from a

recognJ.t:Lon on theJ.r part that school, hy'themse.lVes, cannot - °

R . . ..‘.
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a\s low readlng standards and low pup:Ll retentlon rate or

-

. whether 1t J.s an. attempt on thelr part to galn parent

-

pOlJ.t:Lcal support agalnst,qp;e'gnment J.n the face of econohu.c
and f:.nancral stress may be recognlzed J.f the present trend
' of 1nvolvement contlnues. At- thls t:Lme thlS reporter feels

:'—that although there may be evn.dence that educators are

i,

=
sol:.c:.tlng parent support for ulterlor motlves, for the most ‘,

en - . \.
part thelr requests are genulne, and that parents themsel‘ve%

recognlze the need- for Such 1nvolvement. ; A closer" n,spec‘tlon

a%.

N o authentlc characterq.stlcs. s

e :" Invoiirém’ént ‘of Parents Throuéh :

RS Parent—Teacher Associations

Involvement Gulded bx Educators N R

. It appears that at the present tlme parents are

B

seeklng J.nput in cha.ldren S. educat:.on through the medlum of

oL e parent—-teacher assoc1at:.ons and home and school assoc:Latlons.-“,;'- ‘

Accordlng to 0 Dr.r.-scoll x cut _\Le secretary of the

P .
the formatlon of theSe assoc:.atlons around the prov1nce

(St. John s Evenlng Telegr‘am, November 17 1981) . They
recelved some 1mpetus, guldance, and attentlon through

' representat:.on by a Provanc1al Federatlon of Home and School,

-“ \

Parent Teacher Assoc:.atlon, formedw three years ago. 'I‘he
ﬂ\
i

) 7\ ' Mlnlster of Educatlon 1nd1cated at the last annual general

meetlng of the prov1nca.al federatlon that she was 1mpressed
'.~:. St . c ‘ : -

e

deal effectlvel w1th the resent educat:.onal ”ble s such
) Y P - squcd - Pr I} o

* Newfoundland Teachers Assoc:.at:.on, there J.s an upsurge in




.
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vby the callbre and dedlcatlon of the people the organlzatlon

'has attracted 1n three years -since ltS formatlon. .

It appears that the Obj ectlves of these parent—-teacher/
~home and school assocratlons may be broaden:.ng and theJ.r L
) ‘_ act1v1ty becommg more cons:.stent than the sporadlc perlods /

) or.alarm expressed by them over local- educatlonal lssues, as .’

in the past. ‘ Also,‘ they seek 1nput 1nvolv1ng other aspects o

. of educat:.on in’ add:.t:.on to .the usual serv:.ce—orlented '

T support for the local schools,: such as overall J.nterest 1n

“_., . . e

. 1mprov1ng educatlon :m the prov:ane as a whole, J.n terms of
Q .

. c,urrrcu_lum matt__ers, educat:.on programs and educatlonal

o spendihg. :":'E'"o'r 'ek'ample', Dr. Herbert Rose, _.@,—» psychologlst at o

:Memorlal Unlvers:.ty and Pre51dent of the prov:.nc:x.al

o assoc:.atlon, has publlcly expressed the concern of that

\\

‘assocratlon after the release of the Prov1nc1a1 Gevernment

: Standards T‘estlng results whlch shows that chlld_ren are not
: domg so. well on the average :Ln readlng and language skllls
"".‘as thelr counterparts 1n the rest of the country. ) He.-sees .
‘these test results as a clear"warnlng to parents to change:[’
'

any complacent attltudes they may have and get J.nvolved 1n

'*the:.r chlldren 's educatlon (St. John s Even:.ng Telegram,

PRI

‘gulyn‘-.l, 1982) . :‘ o s e C

EVJ.dence that parents have become 1nvolved, albelt
'-.Zf'w1th some’ guldance from educators, 1s the actlon taken .

vrecently by the St. Anthony Home and School Assocn.atlon over

)the flnan01al pos:.t:.on of the Vlnland School Board. Dur:.ng L

" 'a meeta.ng in 'whlch the board s near bankrupt f1nanc1al




L condltlon was - expla.lned to parents by the school board

e the "i‘ncreas:.ngly obv:.ous J.nequallty of educatlon whlch is -

"emerglng across the prov:.nce" (Newfoundland Churchman, Aprll

[ Y N S A

‘ ‘mlnlster that thelr chlldren are caught 1n the m:dele Wlth
',grossly J.nadequate llbrary facllltles, no laboratory
"fac1l1t:|_es, ‘no mus:.c or. drama or art programs and no spaCe ;"

_to house the n/ew Grade XII class in 1983.- ,

' . parents are becommg 1nvolved and through whlch they seek to

f'earl:,er the movement also appears to be dlrected toward thelr
from the prev:.ous two examples that parents look to educators -

’ _-_for guldance, . some local assoclatlons are equally able 1n . |
"_-One example is the S D. Cook Parent School Assoc1atJ.on of -

-‘]anger over what he percelved to be a,; department of educatlon s

. J.mperv1ous to publlc 1nput" attltude (p 29) ’] by mplementlng

4 ehalrman and the board super:.ntendent, the group dec1ded to

wrlte the Mmlster of Educat:.on express:.ng~ J.ts concern over o *'" )

-t .,G

1982)- ‘The members of thls assoc:.atlon 1mpressed upon the

4.

N

Involvement Inlt:.ated by Parents Themselves

LTt seems obv1ous,. then, that the medlum through whlch :

voJ.ce theJ.r v:.ews on educatlonal matters is the parent teacher e

N assoc1at:1.on or the home and school assoc:.at:l.on.,,. As stated

1nterest :m currlculum matters. Whlle lt mé@* also be obv:.ous :

: assumlng leadershlp, :|.n formulat:l.ng p011c1es and :Ln deter-

Amlnlng how o . become 1nfluent1al through respectable channels.

Corner-Brook Its pre51dent, Smallwood (1981) expressed hls o

Currlculum pro:| ects based upon the atsumptlon that all



. ‘% il L.

218

chJ.ldren are :LdentJ.cal.‘ Contemptuous toward a currlculum :2

"Ageared to "the average student,v he average school, in the

- »-average dlStrlCt"V(P 29) and toward the lntroductlon of Ca

‘-\Grade XII as the most 1ll concelved pol;cy thlS prov1nce has

even seen, Smallwood called on: parents to take the 1n1t1at1ve

RE and as a. large group to’ use the:Lr 1nf1uence to brlng about

some demands, and to p0551b1y get the Newfoundldnd Teachers

' 'Assoc1at:|.ons and the local school boards to CQn$1der parents E R
‘ ‘as equal 1n the dec1sxon—mak:.ng process lee the members of
‘ '-.the St Anthony group, Smallwood feels that the Department,of.

'Educatlon should channel 1ts money and effort 1nto 1mprov1ng

e

f"-prlmary and elementary educatlon by the prov:.s:.on of a more
' dlversn.fled currlculum tq 1nclude phys:.cal educatlon,' art, ;

-French and mus:Lc programs as- well as’ programs that are more

’:fle)clble 1n accommodatlng more than the average student.. .

. &

Future Effect of Parent Teacher Assoc1at10ns '

‘r on Parent Part:.c:.patlon 1n Readlng

‘ SJ.nce parental attendance at these 1ocal parent

,"jteacher assoc:.atlon meet:l.ngs may appear to be a vn.s:.ble s:.gn- '

to chlldren of parental J.nterest 1n educatJ.on, 1t may followi-,'

- 'that the chlldren themselves may percelve school learnlng to-'
" be’ J.mportant to parents. Consequently, parental values and

o -attltudes toward educatJ.on may most llkely be reflected 1n

."‘

: the chJ.ld, thereby motlvatlng the Chlld to 1mprove hlS level

of achlevement in school If thJ.s parental 1n\w1vement

‘e -
@' e o

.:'\w.

.o
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' g ] . the nature of uplver51ty orlented research, 1t may explaln

:

the preponderance of studles that evaluated parent 1nvolve— T ‘_

or
"J‘.

PRSREN— -

ment in readlng in terms of’ whether or not chlldren s readlng I _‘ .“_‘

ST

galns reached 51gn1f1cance.v In theJ.r desxre to gather data v '

i R that would support thelr hypotheses howe’\'rerﬂ researchers have L e
) . e R """«A"“ - L B

TR .
omltted several other J.mportant benef:.ts o“f parental J.nvolve-
ment J.n readlng. Whlle some of these beneflts are not _

' necessar:.ly unmeasurable they are. less, observable than the T '

object:Lve of 1ncreasmg read:.ng galns. The effects rece1v1ng SR

) 11ttle attent:.on :anlude 1mprovement 1n chlldren s att;Ltude
R B . . . ‘

v

S ,. toward read:.ng, reflected in: an mcrease ln chlldren s read:Lng

at home and :Ln school :merovement 1n chslldren s att:.tude

toward school reflected 1n the:Lr school work habltS and - : Sl
‘ . behav.lo,r, J.mprovement :Ln parent Chlld relatlonshlps, »" S ‘ j

,,_;mprovement :Ln teacher-chlld relatlonshlps, and :merovement N

#

1n parent-teacher and parent school relat:L.onsh:Lps, reflected -

in less cr1t1c15m of school p011c1es and thel.r :melementatlon. 3

&

Second, 1n asklng only whether parent :anolvement in. "

LN R

'-readlng J.nfluences chlldren s readlng galns, researchers have

rlsked the probabll:Lty of successful 1nvolvement being equated
solely w1th readlng gaJ.ns SLgnJ.flcance. ' Impllclt in the use

o , :. ‘of” such s:.ngular evaluatlve crlterla is. the danger that "» R
fallure of chlldren to achieve the expected readlng galns“ P

.

o ! may result in the dlsmlssal of parent ,mvolvement in- readlng

' o

Co S -' as be:Lng of 11ttle value. However, J.nslgn:LflCEll'-lt rea&ng

galns does not mean that the whole exerc1se can be consrdered

R

¢






Lschool, results whlch show that parent 1nvolvément in- readlng

u‘:““ "22-3. ’.

.

iblunts publlc CrlthlSm‘pf educatlon would appear to be

P

i 1mportant. For these reasons, then, parent 1nvolvement in.

1nvolvement in readlng in terms of readlng galns that f,‘

' eadlng should not be susceptlble to fallure by subjectlng
,evaluatlon of 1ts effectlveness to such 11m1t1ng crlterla as

" reading galns.alone.,

hirdi;;n\measuring.the'effectiveness:of parent -

‘}resulted when parents were glven 1nformatlon about readlng

"or when parents used a. partlcular program at home, researchers'

N

'appeared to be more concerned w1th the product than w1th the

)

N

i:,process 1tself That 1s,_the actual "parent—helplng—chlld" f'v" )

experlence at home and the varlous env1ronmental factors

-

'glnfluenc1ng the effectlveness of thls experlence,trecelved.

> §

..g'ﬂlttle attentlon. For example, the mere fact of obtalnlng

: ‘when*ghe\efforts of parents to help chlldren at home are. not : :}

¢

3

eager parents and prov1d1ng them w1th a program to use at

|‘I

home does not of ltself ensure 1mprovement 1n chlldren 5

-~

{ readrng.. Factors related to the attltude of parents toward

readlng, toward the chlld's readlng, and.to other parent—

Chlld relatlonshlps ‘may- be 50‘complex as to nulllfy the "

- efforts of parents to 1mprove the chlld s readlng. Readlng

galnS‘WOuld not then become ev1dent untll the 1nh1b1t1ng

factors are 1denﬁlf1ed and controlled.’;"_i: "

It°was p01nted out in Chapter I, for example,‘that

4 -
congruent w1th the school s efforts, severe frustratlon may

be expected for both chlldren and parents Thls 51tuatlon

g . o N

) O . ( 2 e "o o . . T . SR ’. s . .. c

e
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may éven be more'serious, partlcularly for those chlldren
. achlevzng belgg;grade level 1n readlng and for those children

frece1v1ng small group remedlal readlng 1nstructlcn in- school

-The Harlngey Readlng PrOJect 1n Brltaln found for example,

. [that students who recelved extra small-group 1nstructlon from L

an experlenced teacher showed,no 1mprovement and in one case, -

'after a year of extra teachlng, were s1gn1f1cant1y worse.'

.- The . reasons for thlS, 1t~found . were crltlcally lmportant - ..

-

Zthat for some chlldren rn thé 1nfant and early junlor school
fthere lS a mlsmatch between learnlng at school and act1v1ty --"1
,.at home.‘ From the home v151ts c1rcumstances could(be seen -
,whlch were eaSLly rectlfled Whlch 1n no way could haveibeen.

"reached by a teacher who d1d not have collaboratlve contact_”

- w1th parents Extra teachlng at school, 1t clalmed in the .

‘-Lface of such problems“ could well attenuate rather than

: ”?allev1ate ‘the " symptoms of grow1ng dlSlnterest in learnlng to B
. read- (Pettlt 1981) e \(“\? - |
D The phenomenal success of'the studles in thlS survey o
categorlzed as Group Guldance not only Substantlate the
flndlngs of the Harlngey Readlng PrOJect bht also progress:;{'
E one step.tarther to p01nt to the results when 1nh1b1t1ng 1:‘-'
_factors .in- the “home env1ronment are 1dent1f1ed and
subsequentlng;ntrolled.' Oof the seven studles in-this
‘category flve 1ncluded remedlal readlng 1nstructlon classes
.runnlng concurrently w1th a parent counselllng program. :InJ
yjone other study parents were. prov1ded wlth lnformatlon about
.howfto help w1tﬂ readlng SklllS at home, along w1th .
o
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1nd1v1dua1‘counselllng, thle'ln another ﬁtudy parents were ’
;prov1ded w1th c0unselllng conferences only.. The readlng
galns reported in, all seven studles reached 51gn1f1cance4{
:except for the study reported by Suedermeyer (1971) and the A o yf{”
‘lstudy,lnvolv1ng counselllng conferences only,'reported by :5,~M‘ - AJ
.Cralg (1968) (Table 4)< Addltlonally,'most of these studles'

‘ reported lmpr%ved parent attltude changes toward the Chlld,
:”toward readlgg, and toward part1c1patlon (Table 5) \

FthIn concentratlng on prov1d1ng parents w1th materlals

.they could use at home to 1mprove chlldren s readlng, much J', -

of the research-ln thas=rev1ew, except the Group Guldance
f_studfes, falled to 1nc1ude/' ollaboratlve~contact" w1th D
;parents to determlne how factors related te the process of. ‘
parent 1nvolvement mlght have affected thelr attempts to “;}
JVhelp thelr chlldren. Con51der1ng that’ the subjects 1nvolved =
1n the studles other than Group Guldance were predomlnantly
.experlenc1ng readlng dlfflcultles (elght studles 1nvolved
'.chlLdren rece1v1ng small—group 1nstruct10n and a further ’“ g '* .;m

,gfourteen studles 1nvolved underachlevers in’ readlng) a

.concentratlon on the product, 1n terms of readLng galns, o B . ' -

kw1thout the necessary attentlon to the factors affectlng the

'process of parental help at home, may be c0n51dered a : “'j_ff: ’ j{‘

".51gn1f1cant llmltatlon of these studles.‘_.,:'"’

’

Another llmltatlon of the research seems to be

1nadequate attentlon to parental perceptlons w1th respect

to the beneflts of becomlng 1nvolved. In only one study o

4(Waters, 1967) was thlS goal clearly deflned - to ascertaln C

.

Lo
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': attrtude surveys.

3

‘several studles made prov151ons for questlonnalres to parents

\

Ta

7 .
~
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the oplnlons of the partlclpatlng parents concernlng the

beneflts obtalned from the workshop program. Several-

*

studles were concerned w1th changlng parental attltudes but

only a few planned to\bssess thlS change u51ng pre-and post—

Be51des, these attltude surveys would not

necessarlly reveal exp11c1tly whether parents con51dered the

~

but the purpose for these was not 1nd1cated 1n the-programs'

b

goals. Maybe thls explalns why few 1nvest1gators reported :

parents oplnlons,

.o

”H;lnvestlgators relled on parental comments 1n reportlng

these questlonnalre results -in- systematlc fashlon. sMost"

A

as 1f an afterthought.

1n helplng chlldren read. However, the dlfference between

‘ potentlal 1nvolvement and actual 1nvolvement revdlves around

he cru01al questlons of whether parents want to become

1nvolved and whether they thlnk belng 1nvolved has been a

frultful experlence for both themselves and thear chlldren.-

-

'lexer01se one they would want to through agaln. leew1se,f.

The answer to the flrst questlon was prov1ded 1n Chapter I,“

“that parents do 1ndeed want to’ become 1nvolved,‘and the . ',

research rev1ewed 1n thlS survey :is generally supportlve of

"thls clalm.

However,

the research revxewed 1n thlS survey

falled to. answer the second questlon 1n any systematlc

-

‘of parental response through questlonnalres these responses

' fashlon. Although the questlon was recognlzed 1n the formvf‘

Much has been wrltten about the potentlal of parents .."
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» g:vlnvolvement and more systematlc reportlng of the beneflts .

|.“‘b\ "
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‘iwere often reported summarlly.‘ Most'lnvestlgators relled
JOn the subjectlve comments of the parents 1nvolved Whlle
:these comments and the questlonnalre responses were
”unanlmous w1th respect to the p051t1ve beneflts derlved

.‘from the program by parents, one reallzatlon that cannot

(—\

‘J

o be overlooked is the fact that parent partlclpatlen was f

- ,_’_"

'1,d1ff1cult to encourage and equally dlfflCult to malntaln

=3

1throughout the llfe of the program. Although the reasons
}for sporadlc attendance may be numerous 1t probably 1s the
'case of parents seeklng assurances that part1c1patlon 1s

'“effectlve prlor to thelr becomlng 1nvolved hence, the

»

‘1nece551ty for more effectlve parent evaluatlon of thelr

. derlved from the program.|

)

‘the area of, parental lnvo}vement 1n chlldren s readlng
':_results from a:- serlous 1ack of attentlon to the de51gn -

. characterlstlcs of emplrloal research. Whlle on the one
: N

hand the studles Ain thlS survey suffer from the weakness of

evaluatlng the effectlveness of parental 1nvolvement 1n
Tterms of a SLngle objectlve,'on the other hand many studles. |
(the eleven prOJects characterlzed as descrlptlve studles) -

falled to 1nc1ude dr falled to report any prov151ons forj’"

.'g.

";the statlstlcal analysrs of the parental lnvolvement
.program s effect on 1Es subjects.‘ Except for the use of a

'questlonnalre admlnlstered to parents in four of these,

‘ ‘One other 51gn1flcant llmltatlon of the act1v1ty 1n"'




w1th sparse reportlng of . thelr results, the program .

:'the parents 1nvolved

"fcontemplate descrlblng them ‘in profe551onal Journals,:;

f,programs (Table 2), whlch generally Were not requlred to M'%

ffaccount for the effectlve dlsbursement of funds.‘ However,-?”

. 228 -

) develoPers relled heav1ly on the subjectlve comments of VoL

€ =

“It may be con51dered 1ron1c that in such a.ﬁ

w:comparatlvely new area as parental 1nvolvement 1n chlldren s

‘readlng, program developers, whlle con51der1ng thlS area

.

1mportant enough to undertake such progects and’ to “':'”

wpresumably to demonstrate thelr value,‘falled.to 1nclude
'prov151ons for the most persua51ve 1nformatlon of all, theﬁ~’

fmeasurement ofathelr effect on chlldren and parents.,.Two

P

of these eleven progects were Tltle I, federally funded

some were unlver31ty orlented prOJects and some Were in the

;nature of Pllot pro;ects, 1ncludlng such 1nnovat1ve prOjects
'ias a summer readlng program and a chlldren s book course for fi”
ﬂiparents. Some acc0untab111ty for the amount of. effort 'f ;)--{
T.expended 1n the form of the program S effect on chlldren‘s o

- ,and/or parents should have been 1ncluded S -f.’ }\r

"a : . o B o
' HSquestions'For Eurther‘Studﬁ:

%

-f 1. The objectlves of further research in. the area of parent

”lnvolvement 1n chlldren s readlng should be less
Tﬂtconflnlng.‘ Con51deratlon should be glven to measurlng
:the other observed beneflts be31des readlng galns, such-fh‘
".as lmprovement 1n ch}ldren ] attltudes toward readlng,'
A .

ta
. e

.
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N be brohdened to 1nolude "collaboratlve contact" w1th f -

'"parents for the purpose of determlnlng the presence of

1mprovement 1n chlldren & behav1or 1n school, 1mprovement '

in’ parent-chlld teacher-chlld, parent teacher and

parent—school relatlonshlps.‘ Untll parent 1nvolvement

1

1n readlng has been adequately evaluated in terms of '-‘;7

these objectlves 1ts potentlal w1ll remaln unknown
-'The scope of future act1v1ty 1n thlS area of study,
'espec1ally where underachlevers 1n readlng or chlldren

experlenc1ng readlng dlfflculty are lnvolved, should

XL . i

{factors in’ the hohe env1ronments whlch may be adversely

\
:affectlng chlldren S readlng dlfflcultles., Untll such

'T{factors are effectlvely controlled or corrected, any :3 ~

;_form of- parental home help,

djschool,'may even aggravate these readlng dlfflcultles.‘

"<exper1mentally the effect of parent 1nvolvement in t;-*

7.

N

.as, well as extra help 1n

.ﬂThe goals of future research in parental lnvolvement‘ln‘
- readlng should address ‘the’ assessment of the beneflts :
derlved, .as percelved by the parents themselves.

;The fact that eleven of the forty studles 1ncluded 1n

'vthls reﬁiew falled to 1nclude prov151ons for evaluatlng

B

‘fresearch Future act1v1ty shOuld follow the adoptlon
of a recognlzed model ln research de51gn to lnclﬁﬂe
bullt ln evaluatlon of what the program attempted to f7-

accompllsh.“' fflf{

’helplng chlldren read 1s a serlous weakness of the . :r::

T
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1.

'<A:ppendi‘x A.

, '.I‘ec'hnique's\ Employed by Iﬁi}estogators to
", Encourage Parents to Participate .

e

After the program had been planned it was presented -

 to parents at scheduled PTA meetJ.ngs.
1

;‘.,2'
.I'..'

g ‘.3."

’.4 I.° v

5.

6 ;.

. ’7 '

8.

9.

10,

s

|'.

Parents were® selected from establlshed pre—school and
nursery school programs. , ‘

Home room mothers were a'sked' to contact other mothers
for "the. purpose’ of’ schedul:n.ng meetlngs to expla:Ln the
program._.l- - : .

1
1

Interested mothers a551gned blocks in thelr school
dlStrlCt .to themselves and each made a “personal: caJ.l
on every famlly in-her ass:.gned block, -inviting 2% .
- parents to a planned program, .A bullet:.n was 1eft at
"the home if parents were out.

Parents were J.nv:.ted to- meet:.ngs or sess:.ons through

the use of. the telephone, newspaper, radlo and telev:.s:.on.-

-

Surveys were conducted asklng parents whether they felt B
confldent enough to tutor their ch1ldren in readlng.. .

Pr1nc1pals sent home letters of :anltatlon to parents
of school children to attend a scheduled "orlentatlon
sessa,on" :

Parents were requlred to respond yes or "no" on a- form o

from the prlnc1pal asking- whether or not they ; would .
part1c1pate in learning ‘how they could help thelr

- children w1th readlng. e . . - c“

Y . . - S,
' \

Meetlngs de51gned for the purpose oﬁ) explalnlng the . N ;

.program to‘parents or for the.purpose of showing parents
~how to help their children in reading were scheduled at -
“daytime or evenlng to accommodate parents who worked
shlfts. - . 4 .

>

Baby51tt1ng serv1ces were made avallable to parents who o

" wanted to - attend meetings.’

3




12.
113 .

14,

sy

._Other lnvestlgators anlted all the chJ.ldren in the
“family to the orientation sess1ons to ellmmate the

need for babys:.tters. .

'I‘rans.portation was. p‘r‘ovidedﬂ’on < request'.‘"

~

.'Meetings were held at convenient -locations, sametimes:

in parents' homes, to make the" project less school

'"orlented and to give it a feellng of community - .- ‘
. -ownershlp -This helped to remove the school from its
S ‘usual domlnant role, : K

a -

Letters of 1nv1tatlon av01ded the term meetlng, uSLng o
“instead ‘such terms as “"ori'entation sessions". ; !

" ‘Insultative language was avoz.ded., Inv:u.tatlons were
- worded in such a'way as to -assume ‘that . parents would
_part1c1pate, rather than gJ.VJ.ng them a, cho:Lce. :

‘Sustamed parental attendance was encouraged through

C L ,such mctlvatlng techn:l.ques as:

= act1V1ty orlented sess:.ons for chlldren, s
' including "choral readlnq“ and "readlng
partles" . . A

- monthly calendars and stlckers, plus
.certificates and -awards ‘for children who -
complete the requlred number of weekly
readn.ng materlals at home, S

R parental recordlng of ch:l.ldren s. response

to: the materials sent .home for use- Wlth o

the:Lr chlldren, : and

3 trophles loaned to the class w1th the
hlghest number of. mothers 1n attendance..
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