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reflecte;d the n~ture

sce,ne•.•:

•

.._.~,'qtiesti~nnaire· ~"~~~~I7~-"-~~>LJ~~~~~-c~

These PEncipals welre representative' of all thirti-five I

s'chool ~oards iil ',Newfoundla'nd .and· Lab~ador. Principals

surveyed I represented both urban 'and rural areas, ,schools

'from diverse geographi~al regions, different religious

den~llIi~atiOnS; and sChools' w~ich' v~r.ied,i~ 'te'~s Of'.

student~ population an~'. facH·ities. Of nthe,s'e principals,

243. or 52 percent,. responded to the f{Ues·titmnaire, ., \
, , ,:/

Responses on the various conc:..erns :;ere an~y,ed

according to reiigi?us laffiliation., s·ex,. ~ommunity ,i~e,

and school tYPe.

. adapted fr.olll an instrument used i~ an'
, . <,,' ..

M<;Lean and· Val) ~e-.r'/TOUW.'.(1984)'••..

of the Newfoundlal4.d .. ed.uc~·tio~Jal.

r

The present ~tUdy :~~s· designe~ to ~{n~e'Btigate''the .

$ltti.tudes of, ~ChOOl:/pr~ipals in JeW'foU~dland "and

Labrador toward French as a. sec~nd.• language within the

school curriculUID. This ~v~sti~atio'n fobused on Sl!cond

I~ language'study. and its ~hi~ tO~i~S o~.
ed\tcation for Ne~foundland and Labrador; ~'reaso'ns 'fo:r r

decline in second'language studY; reasons ,for"""t-eaching a
sec~d languagE; in.; schools; and gener~l issue Atatem~nts
related to seJ::ond,lariquage learning: '•

! " ">



AI1.alysi~, ·of responses q'~ncerninq the relationship

. ..... bdf'wepn the study of ~rlilJch: -?a~d the a~~ihm~Pt of the .
-) ~. 'Jl','"

.". , genera~ ~imy ed~catiO~:' ind~~ . tha~" pripcipals

") ~e.n.era~~y did.: not fel!~ ~Iat Frenc~ contributed

~~ IF si9'nifica~·tly, to' the aft;ai,nment. of any .of the provincial"

" aims o~ education. Ho~e~ef.' principals perceived that

r- ~ 'help~ng' students to mature- ~entallY, ~ppreci~ting other

discipline;,s, and de'velo~ing th~ work ethic, w~ich deal

mainl{ wi~h the cognitive advantages of learni~g a seco"nd

, .i~n~~q~," ~ere _';;onsid'e;~ed to be the aim~ most ~'ear1y
;'~at'i'~~i~d by' "the study Qf French. :,

'~', . ,'.. . ' ..
'.:/~ Th~. majority of prfncipals (76 percer:tt) ',\-anked the

r~~ov;;: ~f' f~enCh as :'a. "matri"culation. rOequiren:en1: as the

m~s~ .~ s'i~nificant" re<!~~n for. :oec"lJ:ne "i~ 's~nd l'a~g1Jaqe

s~~dy.,~,at the' high: :~C:hooi l~Vel.· In add~ti~n, ~ lack' of

pupil inte~estJmotlvatl'an> st.udent~' ~e·rce·Ption.of

irrelevance, . a~d· low achie.vement were ranked as some of
~---'---

the' more importan,,:: ·:reasons .. fol ·tit; -drop in French

enrollittent from t~e elementary to the senio%." 'high"1.chool

level.

principals,v'ie";.ed the main reasons'f for the ~tura~ ,of

Frencli to ~e t~~ ° d.~V~lopment o"f communicative c::"ompetence

in, FjX'en:h, empathy wh;:Jl ~iench speaking 'p~opie, and -for.

. personal sati~factiotl.. \

An~ther outcome of _thi~ stt:tdy was t~e detection 0(: an

eqi!ll~arian. outl,pok on the part of princ~pi!lls with regard

to the academic' abOility and the selecti~n .~of·,students who
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principals.

'Male princtpals perceive<f' French to be' associated

mainly with .therdev.elopment o.t '~he work et~lc~ ~~1l'lale

,principal:s~_ however, felt 'tha€\\:h,':. develo~~.~nt of the'.fou~r

lancjuage. ~k~l.l~. and th~·· po~:~'iiitY of. obt~1~in9 'Ian

. interesti.n1:}:~~fe~~ ,~~po~nt' te~~nch'.~~.dY::'i '.

~~ -ai~i:""'~.:' educ,~tion,:·:which s.tresqe,d c~.?nit1.ye

• learning were rankad highest by prinCipals ~t the high I

schoo':'eve'. '!,'lI'~ Pr:n~i~alS at ~th~r the' ~le.men~aY
or all grade school tJ.evel indic!'ted thl;lt an, apprecl~t~

\0; \_ ...

, 1\'

co,':',.;' ,. ',(~"'7';~<"c:"~";-
L I _ . .. . _ : .

should t:tUdy French. : According, t6 the"; vastw-major~ of

'Pr;~ci1als' (97 ;~rcen~~ al[ 'students, .rft'l~i:dless .t;Jf

aca~ej~C potential, shou~d have. the .opportuni:ty ~ s,tud:Y

FrenCr· . . . l ."

!Oifterences were detected among prinCiPal,S' 'accordY~g
:' ''1/

"to ienom~ati~n, community size, sex .. a~d ~i;ChOOl trPe.

Principals emploted with the Inteqrated and~ ,Roman Catholic

S~Ol boards tended to vt,:!w French "language instruction.

, ~' asj a cognit,ve disc'Plin~, Th~se employed ~ith Ithe

prntecost.al Asse&lies Board of Ed~\ation, hO;Bver, tende~

~o ~ perceive French as being-\",mor~ Import!1nt in helping

. . ~tude'nt~ appr,eciatll! ~hei:r, pri,Vileg~s and r;sponslbiht\ies

:las. meiDber,S o~ t,h,eir families 'a~ ,th," ,Wi,d~r ~~mm~~itY\ in,

. which they live; ,Principals 4n rUral· areas 'we're~ore :

,. conc~rnea with' th~ l'earning C;;f French' (or academic i'or-
'\ ' ':, ' ' .,0" ',0 ",

:,.:.~~_~_.£c",oqlln",itbi",v"'.--Mreasons,than with perceived, increased job'

I opportunities. However, 'the reverse wa~ true 'of ~r~an.



competence, ho....ever.. would not tleceS'~aril;' com~rise ar; ....

important part of a course that .....as highly cognitive in.
natur,e. In addition, prin'citfals felt that virtualJ,y" all

of other 4isciplines was t!J,e main aim. of ~educatiQn

satisfied ~; the study' of French. l~ addttion, ,only high ~ ,

school princi~als exp:r;essed skept"i'cism' concerning the
, ,I .-.

issue that language learning becomes increAsingly

difficult after 12-14 years of' age.

There were some indication of inconsistencies among

the view~of principals themselves and also bet....een· the

vi~....s, o'f pr~,ncipals ana the' vie....s of others involved in ~

F'r~~Ch, educa~~.on in the Province. Principals 'perceived

•. th~ majo~ aims of ed.ucatfQn. ~a~~!!,.fied by the stUdy of'

,Fre.fi.Ch were 'thoSie \associated ma,inly with c:ognitive

concerIl.'S. ~n contra~t, oral competen~•. :rat~er than, the

1".e"~~.li)pment of. the. ~our langU~ge .~~lllS·as pr~mot~~. ~y the

. [)~artment, of, Educatio~, ....as. viiU"e'd, as the, main reason' for

The 4evelopment ~f communicative!anguage study.

i>.
, ". - students C~J1 attain oral competency in· the sc~ool system

as it ~6w ~xists. ,~his is a view that woul~ probably not
, ,

be accepted by ~he majority of Fr~nch .~eaChers '-in the

prov~nce.

The stqdy. ~resents rec;oinm~nd\~ions to enEourage'

c.Qmmunic~tion between trie various agl7ncies responsible ~or

French' :educa~ion in the province,. with a vi~.... to assisting'

I?rinclpa~,s to develop a c,~~sistent and rea~istic appr~ach

t? the 'place of French in the o~rriculum.

'.
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~. . \ INTRODUcTION

Curricu''''' improvement has always been )prioe

concern of school~. Th.l~ concern is reflecte'd in the .ma.ny·

\
.1

...,:., ,. ....._~: '~" ::..... '':;. :.:



French toh~S ,also changed from Jkn;"'ledge about

,ability to function'inkhe second language.

Curriculum improvement can only be made through the

cooperation and'leadership of competent personnel who not

only' recognize the' need but· also are able to take the

neces~ary ';~eps to initiate improvement. Ce~tain asp~
r "

of curriculUm planning ca~est be achieved' through the

cooperation..!'bf co~ittees representing entire school

systems" Many a,spects of curriculum impr'ovement must be

.develope9, in individual' schools through the coopention of

::::::' t:t:::;::~ ~~::::' ~~::" t::w::::",ci:::hO:::k:::
teacher is ult~mate~y res~onXb:ie fa; imPle~en~ation of

cur~\culUm improvements', strYde' (19BO) mai~ta.ins that:.
~i .J'

Pr-incipals can do muc.h· to facilitate

implementati~n through organlzing teachers and

students for instruction and thro~gh proper

organ1za·tion of. time,', space and various other

•resources. It. is here too' that the principals I

skills in' motivating aQd stimulating initiative

and cooperative endeavor' amonq the ~taff ....ill in -
, . ,,'

~ large measure: determine' the success of programs

~ whi.ch"are devised. (p., 7) .'

Rece~ re~earch by W~~~iams (1986) on the le~dership

role of principals emphasizes the importance of the role
, .

of the principal "in co-ordinating and influencing the

... ,\./ ''h:.



instructional program" (p: I),. williams ,ind}cates l:hat

there has been considerable research on the" behavioural

and personality characteristics ,. of the prin~ipal, but

lit.tIe ~n ho.... the prine.i:~~,< .::~n. [influence a teacher:' s

action in the classroom. ( .

principals, as well as othe administrators and·

. teachers, must realize that" ·in order to create effective

schqols, a conducive learning anv ironment must be provided

for "'ach student. COh~n "1981) suggests t:hat:

~) a schooL is. likely to' 'he effective if ~he

.principal and irl.S,truCtiOnal" at,,:f! agr~~ _~n w~a~.)

they're ?o0ing'o' I?elieve they can 'do it, provide

an, enviromiie~t COndU;!?iVe~' t;.o ~c~oniPlishl~9 the'

task and 'adjU?t \heir performanc~ _on the .basis

.of assessrae~ts of their effectiveness.' \(p. 205)

Similar views are reflected by Sarasan '(1971) and House

{HaO)',', • These authors. sugq~st t~at' the 'pri~cipal, as

leader of the educational organiziltiq,.n,. should be 'th.e

initiator of task~, and the ... teachers, working togethex:,

should ens~e that tliese ~ tasks are a comp.~iShe~ .'Only.

th~n '!lUI the instructional progralll b~ improved. .

Th.e realit~es in the 'day to 'd ope.ration of ·any

school may impose restri.ctions... on ~ohievin9 w~t the

princ~pa'ls themselves see as their 1me funct:io.~l!-~ jhe

Ford ioundation Report (1972) concl ~ed that. "the burdens

ot the m.n.~.ri.' dut,.. 'PP••r~d./,

j;.

leave-little time or



(

i

energy for innovation in instructional" 1I!-attersn (Williams,

1966" p. 5). This :vie." is alfJO ref1ect~d in studies by

Downey (.1963). Croft (1964) and Saxe (1968).

Others such as'Bryce (1983) '9iew the principal's role

as either a "plant ma~ager" or as the leader of ail;.

in~tructional organization. kryce readily adcepts the

varied tasks invOlved.. in school administration but he

_, maintains ~at ~concept ~f the pr'lncipal, as leader of

an ~nstruct:ional o~gantzation. provides a more accurate

description, of the role. . Whil~~ various educa1i.ors and

,."riters provide conflicting descripti.ons of what they
~ ". " - - . '-' \'

perceive as the role of tile. p:t;'incipal, it. ,is. 9..,enerally

accepted that the eClec~ic' app;oa~ is more realistl.c. As

such, D~Roche --!19'8~)' states, that 8;ffecti~e ~princip~ls

"weld' the mii.na9~rial-adm.f:nistrative tasks with the

instructional \;a~derShip tasks ll (P~)~'
Getzels, Lipha~ arid campb'ell (1966) found a

relationship be~weeq- princi~al effe~tivene~s an~ teacher

satisfaction. -Principals ~er~ more likely to be evaluated

favourably by their staff if 'the teachers thel'llS~lves 'were

sa~i~fied with the,1ro employmet'1,t _situation. SJ.milar
,.. . .

reSUlts were ,ound by Worthy' (1950) .

~he_ le.aders~ip role ~ the principal is compiicated I' _,'

by other considerations, such as staffing and ..

, r organizational difficulti's. staff c~anges. class sizs~.fi.·,
$~ort:age-of /td'q;,uatelY trained, pe~s.onne~ and tiJde-tabU~



•

difficultils. can impede the instructional lead"erehip :tole

of the pt;incipal.

Nonetheless, principals who project a positive

attitude toward tlleir 'staff and program .oiten' d'etennine.:··

the success_ of any project. Warren (1965.) sugqe~ts that:;'\

",0 one p-xpects the princip~l to be an efet,t i~.

all- grade or .subject areas, but he is e?'Pected

to be an exPert in stimulating, encouraging,

- coordinating,1 articulating, plannlnq, and

c?mmunicating so that cu:q:i.culu.m 'improvement

takes pl.ace. (p. 8)

'It may be, argued, then,. that the attit!-1des of the _.",'1

prin9ipal, as facilitator 0; _,dhangei have a "'Signifi,cant', "."

\ impact on, the s~ccess o~ failure' of a 'second language

program. - • This point of view is supported by' the work of~__,,;
stern (1970), Burst~ll (1974), ,Durward (1980,), and J.ones

(1981) •

- ,Stern <;970) postulated that the principa~~'

attitudes have to be considered in dete~ining the'

·P?tenti.al achievement of ~\ school's" second langua?~

pr,?9ram.

attitudeli!

BurstaU' (1974) discov~red ~hat Pt'tn~ipals'

were l~nke~ t~ studen5 actiieveme~t.';, In' a

. longit~dinal study of ~renCh,education in S'eleC\ed ·BritiSh.

schools, Burstall (19.'4) M'und· the' at:titude of the

principal to b~ signit:!cant factor in determ'ining the,

.." .. F



or .failure of the French program. One of the

,:~'r"

the head's (principal's] ~ery enthusiastic
;

attitu?e towards French is the main reason for'

French being successful: it is largely the. ,

~nwa~ering support of the head, her energy and

drive al.}ied to the excellence and enthusiasm of

her· teachers that .has brought a measure of

"success in this school. (p. 201)

.~ 'This cl~im. is (reinforced by ~rw~rd (1986) who fpund'

e:vidence that prin<;:ipals' at~itudes' towa:r::d a F~E!nch

p~ogr~ can affect borth the attitude and achiev~ment: of

studen s. In addition, Jones "(1981) found that a"- ,
principals I attitude toward second language programs is

reflected in sChe.dulin~, '-.c~;riculum deveiopm~nt,
professional development, and evaluation of students.

Background to the Study

In a country as diversified as Canada, the need for

bilingual education' is ~ecotning.more . important. The three

.R'~--reading, writing and ar.i.thmetic--have always held a

high priQrity in our education system. However, much more

should .be included in a lIful'!'1 education than, thes~ three
. . - .

. fundamental skills. Subjects' such as history, J.iterature,
, .

geography,. and others have to be taught if student~ ar~ to '..-r



b. p.,ov".e" ...... an' adequate educatlon. Our educationai

empowered ~i~h the mOl}umental tas'k of

educating the lI\o1hOle:.l child and equipping him/her w~th

. both the~4c~mic and. stlcial foundations that f~i.l1. enable

I;!ach one to mature into a well-rounded and, -responsible

individual. Second l-anquage learning is definitely an

integral pirt of t,hat t1undation. This idea ¥fs 'r~in~arced .

by Huebener (1965), wh~ pos~ulates that second ,language

study is th~ tbest medium fof- in.traducing the stUdent,S 'to

'the his,tqry, civirization and th.e cu\tur~l aChi!!vemen~~ of .

other pe9ple. ~ Huebener views foreign· language s6.tdy·, next_
\ ' I .'~

. to Engl1ah, aS1 "the most broaden1ng and the most cUlt:ral \

element of a lliberal education" (p. ~)\ Second l-angu.age

stu~y is' such- ~hat ';1n it)..e, hands o~ a skillful te,~cher it

e~S~lY becomes a genuine core subject :through which' th~

fields of art, 'architecture, music, literature, history

and geography-":",to mention ,a few--can be correlated"

(Hueben~r, 1965, p. 1).

In Canada, in' particular, ,the study of o~r second

official language, is being viewed as an essentia'l part of

every child's', education. This view is SUFPorted ·by the

dms of education of the Government of Newfoundland and

Labra.(o-;' (1984) which state th."t:

'all ~tudentB should be provided: with t~e

. opportunity to stUdy both' offici~l' languages ,and
. " ~

to ensure that they develop competence in at

least one of them.

' ..
. -,". '.-' -:':,,: ~ ".\ ~
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Government policy, in addition to increased funding and I

public awareness, is CJiVin~. impe~us to the vie\t'" t.h7'
second lam/uage lea:rniJ,9' i's no longer ~ frill, but.: an

invaluable and worthwhile educational experience'.-..." .'. ,
, RQCent, ~esearoh in Newfoundland rs focused at~ention

on the attit~des of s.tudents, teachers, and par~nts, and

their importance in dettfplini,ng. the suc?e!iis or ,til.ilure of

the French program in our schools.' Pack (1979) foupd a

p6sit~ve correJion b E1t'w:en parental efcourage~ent
towards "language' learning and stud~nt erlrollment il)

French .. studies conducted~bY the Newfoundland division o.f ,

canadian',pare~ts 5?r French (19~O, 1982) indi~ated, a high!,.

correiation .between 'language drop-outs and s·tudents'

J at~itu~es and motivat~on': However, the a"Mt~~es ~f

school principals h;'e not bee~ examined in an~:,~epth.

since theorists suggest that the princip.als'

attitudes, their lanquag'e lear~ing ,experienc.es, and the

perception they have of their role interacts t,o determine... _.
their impact on the' school's se..cond lanquag!" program, it

would seem that it would be a val'uable study to

.investigate principals' attitu'des toward French

instruction i: 'the P~ovince.

iPis study, will focu~spet:ifically on the 'attitudes

of school - principals, rather than other administrators

within .the ~ducational system, since' it is the principals I

who afe in unique position for "initiating,

coordinating, and' implementing f~rriculum planning and

f



development ll (Stryde, 1980). It is this unique position

within the educationa1 arena that enables them to:

acquire' fee~ack from various interest groups

(such as parents and citizen groups) on the
, '"

~>" outcomes of various, school, happenirlgs, to

;:~ ob!!ferve first hand the curricCum in 'action 1n

~he classroolll\, to listen ~ tho~e who are

r~nsible for implementing the curriculum

(1.e., teachers), and to those for whom' the

curriculum ,i'l!l des'tgned ,(i,8., students), and to

liaison with district personnel concerned about-, .
curriculum. (Stryde, 1980, p. ,,5)

Th~ pJ;incipal, as leader of, the instru'ctional team

witttin the school, wields a tremendous amount of influence

on the local school curriculum.

An investigation of frincipals' attitu~es, both

indlvid'~allY and' as a pp6'f,essi~nal group, coulct be a

valuable eontribut~on to our understanding of the current

st...tus' of French langu!"ge iJ}struction wi'thin Newfoundland

schools. In addition, a discussion of ~ the results m~y I.
provide· a forum for self-evaluation which ultimately may

result in a more accurate and ,a JlIore positive perception

Cf.. secohd l.!lnguage, programs' by p.rincipals. Wtthin their

'schools. It would seem that this 'examination cou,ld on..ly

lead to the provision of learning environments which are
\
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conducive

instruction.

Purpose of the study

second language

,'Y

The aim of the !tUdY ~as to ~scertain pri.?c,ipals'

perception~. of Frenc, within the schools of Newfoundland

and Labrador. The qulstiopn~ire used in the study made an

attempt to identify principals' views regarding French

with respect to each of the following:

(1) aims of education for newfound~.a.d and Labrador

(2) rea,f0ns, for decline in second language study;

(3) for teaching second languages in

schools; and

(4) cbntroversial issues in Second languages

le'arnin~.

This pr~ce.dure was follo....ed in order to determine the

importance of French within the sche?l curriculum:

The selectiotr' of courses to be included within the

school . curriculum 1,9 based quite often on a perceived

correlation between. the aims of a specific course and its

relat~onship to the aims qt. eduytion', To ascertain this

~erception, principals\..'1ere asked to -indicate to, what

extent they felt French contributed to thJ achievement of
·0 • _ \

each of the aims of. education of Newfoundland \ and

Labrador.

.\



The study also sought to identify reasons which might

contribute to .tjP decline in t;he prop0r:,ionot students

enrolled in French lilt the high sC;hool 'l~vel -as $=ompared

with the number at the elementary level, a problem, w~iCh

has been of concern to' French .educators within the

Province. These reasons were explored since any

differences or deficiencies 'detected' might be beneficial

in identifying factors over which principals mIght have

sOJIIe influence.

Prtncipal~were a1s'0 requested to indicatf why 'Fre'nch ~

should be incluqed within the school curriculum. to '

determine .to what extent their perception coincided with

the aims of the French program as established bY' the

Dep~rtinent of Education.

A further ai:!B of. the present· study was the

examit.;.tion of various controversial ~ issues statements

related to second languag.e study. These issues were

examined to

differences

ascertain if

worthy ~f

there

note

were any" discernible

~mongst Newfoundla~d

..

principals, and if there were any points of view which

might be modified. ,by exposure to current research
. ~

findings. It was also felt that views on these issues

might influence p~incipals in decision-making with res~ect

to t.he French program in their' schools.

Other factors taken into- account whe'n designing the,. - ..
questionnaire' included religious denominations; sex,

community size, and community type.
~



Newfoundland'· s distinct denominational

system consists' of four major groups: Roman catholic,

Integrated, Pentecostal, a.nd the 'Seventh Day Adventist.

Historically, schools under 'the jurisdiction of the

Anglican church,' which later joined with other church

schools to form the Integrated school system, stressed the.

teaching of Latin as their second language. Schools

operated by the Roman ~atholic church, however, taught

Latin and also Fre,nch.... The pentec~~al and Seventh Day

Adventist school systems were not established until late:c,
when there was less emphasis on second language learning.

t - , ,
An attempt was made in the present study to determine if

any major differences existed in principals" perceptions­

of, the iltlporta~ce ~f second language study amongst the

four -den~minational groups.

A furt~er aim of the study wa~ to i!,vest~gate

pos~ible links between the' seX~t' ,principals and' their',

attitUdes toward second language learning. Previous

resea'f'cJ\ bY" Burstall (1974) -and Pack (1979) had

,establiShed a positive correlation between females and

continuation of language study. ' Burstall (1974) also

con'eluded that girls generally -expresse,d more positive

atti tudes toward second language learning than did their

male counterparts. The study attempt.ed to determine

whether a more favorable attitude to second language study

might be expressed' by female principals.



An atte~pt was .a1so made to detemne if there were

differences in princip,,:ls' attitudes based on school type

and locale. These factors were explored since re~p~nses

among elementary, high, and all grade school principals /'

could reflect both differences in training and in

perspectives on the. importance of second lanquage study)

The distinction between urban and rural areas was

also j-nvestiqated since it is a widely held belief that in

Newfoundland and Labrador rural students receive an

education which is inferior to, or at l.east different

from, that obtained by their urban counterparts. It was

felt that more emphasis might be placed on the study of

French by principals .in urba.n areas.

Research OuestiQJls

The major aim of this study was to ascertain the

attitudes of 'school principals toward .French lang.uage

instruction. More specifically the study' attempted to

determine the attitudes or feelings of principals w{th

respect to four g,eneral areas. These areas were:

(1) how do principals feel the ~ttldy bf French .helps

to tontribute to the achievement of the aims of

education for the, Province?

(2) what are the reasons pril1cipa1s feel are most

impc:>rtant in accourMng for the' dr(P.......i~ French

~-" .



enrollment frolll elem~ntary school to the serior

high school?

(3) .what do principals believe a;r-e the major reasons
\ . .

,why French ought to be taught in the schools of

, the Province?

(4) how do principals feel about cert~in issues

which an. often qiscus~ed pertaining to the

teaching of French, such ·as' whether or not& all

stude~ts should' study French, or the optimal age ...

for beginning French instruction?

It was felt that the attitudes' of p:rincipals in these

areas ",!ould .,be of considerable importance in influencing

the delivery of' French program~ in The schools of the

Province,

~o investigate, the prec!,!ding issues a large sample of

schools in Newfoundland and Labrador were surveyed t-o

determine, principals' perceptions of the importance o,f

French lan,guage 'stu,dy in the total school' ;urri,cUlum.

It was felt that the survey results wOUl_d' produce ...............

findings that could be effect'ive ,in prqviding information

about the current attitudes and ~elings of principals
. '.

towards instruction, in French in ttieir schools. This

inform,ation would be helpful i{I answering the following

questions:

(1) in which areas are' principals' percel?tions ,most

c~nduci~e to the development of effect~wnCh\

programs in ,~he schools? <:/ (



..d'
(2) in whlch areas do-principals' perception~,differ

among vari~us-groups?

(3) in whlch areas are principals ~ pe:rceptions least

conducive to the development ?~ effe";tive FreJ:)ch

programs in the schools?

'(4)
\

in whlch areas do principals' perceptions.. differ

from those o~ others associated with French

education in the ProviQge? I

(5) in which a~~s do pripcipals need more know,ledge

in order t'l make better informell~decisions ·wi~

respe~t to the French' p,rograms i~heir SChOOlJ?·

It was hoped that the prov~ion of such information

wOUld;,..

(1) assfs.t pr!ncipal~ in developing a fuller

understa'ding' of the' French progr.ams in the'

Province, and· in their school, in particular:

(2) assist principals in self-:evaluation, which
t .

could ultimllte~y bring -about tt1ot;'e. effective

action on their part with resPfct to",. the

improvement of French programs in their 'schools;

(3) assi~t the ·Oepart.,ment of, Education, a~d. ot~ers

involvet;l in French Education in the Province,

such as French teClchers and .co-ordinators, in. \

\

understanding better the point of view ot;,

principals with respect to French i~struction in

the schools I and



respect, t:0 admi,ristra.tors' .attitudes _~,oward French

1.
(4) provide a forum· of knowledge whe·re informed

discuss.ion could result in ,attitud'inal

adju~nts and better understanding which "'!oUld

assist in providing a more effective ,French

language program in our sc/1ools,..
.J
organ;zation of tho!. Thesis

..../J This _intr~uctory chapter has provided the background

hd purpose of th~ study in addi ticn to posing several

esearcti questi~ns related to French education, Chapter

"II pr~sents a. current review of the l·iterat~re with
\,

. ,
methodology used to conduct the research while Chapter IV

presents t,he t;indings of the study. Ch~er V, t~e fina~
chapter, deals with the conclusions, recommendations lnd

implications for further study,

.'-:

..".

+.anguage .ins'tru,?tion.

.:..'

Chapter. III presents the

\

/
\'.~/ I,

-',



Administrators' Attitudes Tgwar1JS Second
Languaga prgg,rams'

principals and second language study, it was found that

most studies included a number of different types of

administrators. Therefore, this section of the report is

not- confined. exclusively to th~ attitudes of \principals.
\ .

Most of the literature is American J.n or·~gin, and refers

~ot only to ,French, but ..to the study 6f .othe,r ~anguages. its

well. For this reason the .t;,rm foreign ~~nguage is

'.

.
respect to

(
with

."

C!PTER 'II

REVIEW OF. THE' \>IT~ERATURE

Introduction

In reviewing the literat~re

For' the, pu~.pose· of this study. the f?llowing

?ate9ories h,~";e Cleen i4entified with respect to

ac:ministrators' attitudes to sedond' language study:

(1) Second Languages .and the Aims of Education,
(2) University Requirements

(J) Academically Talented StUdents

(4) Reasons ,~or Second L<;\ngu~ge''~tl;!dy

(5) Oral componeht.

(6) Cultural 'Aspe~ts of Second Language study

(7) Care~r Opport.unities

. .frequentl~. US~d,
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