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J ABST RACT

;, This !Jt uay ·e,,:arnine~ attitudinal :fact,ots re l ate,d. t o ·t he

• d~c!aion ~f "cad~ llI i ca l1y;1ll.pable studen ts no t t 'o pur"sue po~ t-

" se c onda ry e d ucation • . ~tudent8 and their pa rents were \. . .
interv~cwe_d . It W8~ found. t hat t he decision o f t~':' .ind ivid~~ l

s tudent was a r e s ul t o f the interaction of , man y be l ie fs and
• . I"-

their c o rresponding a ttitudes , The attitudinal world o f the

studen t predisposed the young .pe xa c n to i nterpret informat ion ,

form~beliefs ' and, modify attitudeS" ~., · II. p"rticu~:t 'way: ' Th~
attitudi nal ef~fect WAS' . B. medi a tlond one. ~hich contrib~ted"to

t he 8~'lection of a:~ option .

. . Th~ study identi'f1ed'~ s ub-group o f ~t~d~n~s .wi t h. cert~'in

• Characte ris tic's , bo~h f~mili a l and a t t i t "udi n a l thi:t.t -l ed to

the ·re~c~i"on of t l>le p09t-secondary op tion. Pllre~t~ were . fo und

to share , common atti tudes with t he i r chUdren~.nd with o t he r
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CHAPTER '

INTRO DUCTION TO' T HE STU DY

1\,

, "
, '

"Th e ,purpo se of t h is stud~ ""!' ~ to" exami ne attitudi'~al

f a c t or s : rela ted to t he de cision of ,a c a demi Ca \ l Y capable - . _: "

s tuden ts i n NewfoWl d land achcc Le who are .e l i.gible . but choose
, - - ' (
n ot to pur s ue post-secondary e ducation and t r ai n i n 9 fo llowing "

graduat i on . "

I
! " -

Siqni fi cance and Rati ona.le

' (

Ttl,e car~er decis ion~ students mak e have cons e quen c e s fo~

the r est ot thefr l:'-Ves : -. However , B":eton (1912) has suggested

t h a t a pe rson" making a c aeeer d e ci s i o n:

• • : is probably Una":'are of al l the facto rs t ha t
i mpi nge on hi s e val u a tion s and p robab ly eve n
l ess conscious of t he re lative we i ght each
expe r i e n ce bea rs to his .~urrent as sessments
(p . 8) .

Powe ll and Bloom '(19 6"6) "concluded th 'at an awa r ene s s; ot
~ -

the lIlo tlvlltions U(lderlying .students: , choices ....ee impo r tant 1 f

they ~ere ~~ be as s i s te d ,with their occupati ona l choices.

Ke nnedy et .11. 1. 11.9Bl1 , B ugg~s~e d that students were i~ _ an

. 1
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e XPl.Or a tiO"n lI 'tag. ' a n d ,~ould have .opportunl tiel to -broa den

t h e i r Views' and ga l ? ' Info%lll4tion, ex~rience8. an d i ns i g h t . ,

•whi ch wi ll 'o p e n ·up new c a r ee r polalbilit l e a tor. t h e futu re -,

O ' .- . . • • .. ' " j
The , 1~Udi~' mentl.oned above ; <1nd. ¢. ny oth,US . point t o , '"

J ,t;:he "lIllPortance of st~e.nts Ilaking c:aree~_ Ch o i ces . based upon "

s "elf- k no wledqe , e f pe r ience amS accura te inforlllation • . I t "iIs

g e ne,rally aq~eed "amon9 educators that l e lf- k n owl e d qe is 'lme ~ f - .
.. ' , 1 ." .

the II\OS~. Impo rt.ll nt goUs of ca reer liUidance p ro qr p ml • . A

' ''-sfqni r i c~'nt aspect of .el f-kn~edge ia , ,;he u n,de r s t anii i.n q

an individual , h~s o f. hiB/h er" at.titude s ,t owa r d s -a c a ree r. 'l:he .

knowledge o f how o t h er people a nd e xpe r iences effect t h e se' "

' a t t i t u d e s i ll ' blpo~ tant ao we,ll ~ > The attftudc·l!I .a person , hol d s

__nllllffec,t t h e a ~pir&tions formed , DeOll4ra n '119 7 61 de ,fine s

a s pi.ra t l on as · wh.. t a s t u d e nt wo ul d l i ke . t o do, 9 r , the 90al. ,

'wh i ch he woul d like~ t o a t t a i n- {p , 9), Aspirat~o'n is ~mportant

i n th~ caree r decision-ukl nq pr~1Il 9. eec ec ee ills p i r a t i o n ' forms

the .basis fo r deve l o pinq caree r options.,. caree:- opt~on s ~.Y

be th ought ot. •• those alte rnatl ve . 'r.e lat ed t o car~er wh i ch ·.

t h e individual lCe li . s r e levant and po••i b l e for h i lll/he rse i f .

The student wo~ld v iew options . alii ' r e a l is t i c ' di r~btions i n

whi ch h~hhe ' CI~ IllOVIl!., "

Each individua l ' hn a ' pool' of a spi rat ions 'o r things

he/ she woul~ 11ke to do . An' e v aluati o n of th~. pool l e a ds t o

the fo rm at ion ot Ca reer 6~tion s . The ...-per ceived o p tion s l ead '

to cs r e e r ch oice, :If ae p d r eel one "re ' lillli te d ·th~re .i5 a

\ ­
. \
' i
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restricted bas i s upon which to de v e l op. opt i ons . and hence • .. ' . / .... . :
restricted . car e er cho i c es ' result . ! Wiseman _(19 821 f.ou nd t;h~'t

occup at iona l i nfo~mation seelc i ng f ollows t he' fo~.tion of the ..

as p irati o"n. 'Th e r e fo r e , t he a't ti t u des an ind ,iv~dual h as .whi ch

i .nfluenc e aSPi ra t~.~~s wil l be II. de t e rminant In t he s earch ' fa; .
voc ati on a l i p format ion and t he s Ubseque n t br .eadth of the

individua l's occupati o na l . :kn owledge.

"__. The caree r a sp ira tions a pe rson holds are education~ l or

.oc : u pa t i o n al go al s a p ers on .woul d like eo atta in . The care er

aspirati"0!1s a ~erBon holds , a r e the r e s u l t of atdtudl!s a~d

experifmce,s ' lIBBociated with t he wor~d ,o f ~ork: 7he ' fallily ,

. edu c atio n , Siq~fi cant oth era , e p::>nomic circumstanc es , as well

as , a ttitudes ,towa rd . s e l-£. The i~ te,uc tion of t hcse attitudin~l

~ompOncn t s l ead s t o the formati on of a~piration, an d s i nc e

as p i ra tion l eads t o t h e development of opti ons . atti t udes al~o ··

form t he b as h o f perceived 1;lptions . I f a'tti tudes limit

as p i ra tion, t hen atti tu~es may l im it t he perceptio~ of options

op e n t o the s tU d e nt "

In a d di tio n to be~nq th7 ~as i8 of a sp~rat ion and opti~_n a .

a.tti t ude-S can function a s me di ators betwe en as p i r a t ion anq

6p t ion. When th,e ilfd ividua l , ~valua t~s 'a spira tions~ a~d option ~ ,

the ~tti tucf~$ h eld wi ll contr ibut e , t o thi s ev a l uation and thus

hav e a'n i mpac t up on what is -fi na l l y decided .

Fi gu re: -1 ou t l i ne s a iroodel of the e r r ece of atti tude on

as p iration, oP tiO~ and ~hOiCe-;-'T~Odel de mo nstrates ' t h"a t

att ituqe s are 'f o rmed a s 'a result '~f "expe z-Lenc e , ';'b s e rv ati o n,
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, tee~aCk aJ".ld i nformation. These a ttitude s make up an a ttitu-

d-inal .wor l d. 10" r ela t es t o c a reer d e c i si on maki n g . The

a~itudina l wo rld 'i s di vide d i nto suliise ts wh i ch int eract t o

· .. ('~fi~ence t~e developmen t of c areer aspirations: It i s f rom

;~e S'e . a .~Pira i:i ~~5 that care~r 'o .p t i on s d~velop. Ho;-ever ,

pe'tc e i .ve d options are diffe: ent from <;Ispirations b t!cause

atti t lldes m~diate t he ,.inte r,ac t i o n between aspiration and

• ' op t i on . F~r .e xampl Ei . al t hough a stud ent mi gh t like t o a c h ie ve

- , ce r~~in goa l~· . _a t ti t udi nal "fac t o r s ~ay lea~ _h i m/he r to r ule 6~t

.• ;e :t~~n a SPi r'at.i

1l'lS'
.~h e o pti on s re l~te~ , to t~iS ""?"

ll~i~ati0t\ ~re a 50 eliminated . The a cce pta ble o~tions are

· pe rce i,,:~d as bJi 9 more 'i n lin~ wi t h ' t he a ttitudes..held . Thi ,S

~ediat1o!!al ~ ffect !nay be , i n fl uence ~. b y new experiences ,

: :. 'in f6rml\t lon, obse r va tion an 'd feedba~k because these ef f e c t
o . • 0 . ) . 0
atti t ude . Th e , evaluation cr op t Io ns- lead ~ to ca r e e r choice ~

•• ". I " The mode l p~esente d may be viewed as a c ar eer educat ional

~Od71 : It ,S~9~bs ts an appr~a~h which : fOCU~C~' upon t he effec't

o f _a t ti t ude o n ca ree r de c is io n maki ng , ,,~n important; aspect, o f

' ,:",,:t h i S..mode l i s the diffor e nce .be t ve en .aspiration ' and perceived

option . , S tuden~s u t ee n do not f oilow ' t hrough with their
" " '.., . ' .

a s p i r a t i o ns b ec au se attitudi nal f actor s may .r e s t r i c t _wh i ch

'. - .. ~Pt.j.~ns a:i; percei ved .;; viabl e . 'Th~S ~tUdY was an attempt

. <, ,;' ~ . to ..exarn~ne "' t hiS r~s tric tiv~ ~ n fl~encc of ~t titu~e on the .

, formati on ,·~ f. asp!;ta tion a nd" the ;;p.ereePtio.~.0:options .

~\ " -, Know.l edge of whi ch att i~udi nal f a e t6rs are mo s t .

\,: fnf~ue~ tlal ~J,.n llll\~t~ng "".a s pira tions and op t lon s. wou~ .

'- j 0 0 ' 0 I

" / 0 '
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be of great val;ue t~ educator? This information wou ld identify

those OIttitudes that have to be dea lt with if the individual 1s

to be assis ted in maximizing his/her a bilities a nd opportuF\itics

to t he best advantage. Of k e y importance to t hi s study are t hose

s tudents .whC? appear .e c qualify f.o~ higher educational oppor- .

. tunity, "bu t who do not follow th r ough with this option.
' . ", , .

Knowledge of the a t ti t u d i nal world of bhe se students and

how ~t:i t ude has ' influenced ttiMr .a s Pi r a ,t i on s , opti~n s anp

career. c hoic e would ' have imp lica t i ons for career ' ed ucation

programs-: . This in formation "would provIde insight into the

strateqles . which cou ld be ut ilized to he lp students rea lize

• t he ir potential for f urther stu~y .

Educators, and society in general, p lace a great emphasis

on t he deV~lopme~t of youth : . " Edu~ating its youth is probably

society' 5 s ec on d most fundamental ' task - ' second on ly t o the

pr,?blem Of, organizing itself to ~arry out 'actions as ,<I. society"

I
(COlel!la~63 , p. 1) . Conditions 'in soc.iety nave changed

, , drarna~i; a llY - in' recen t years. The . most sign1fic~nt chanqea

.I . have come about because of e ve nc s and c.rrccrae t.a nces ' e l ate d to

econoares and employment. These ch anges have had a n effect on

t he attitud!5 of- high school st~entll a nd thu s have ef.fected ·

the' aspirat'ions and p lans of t he s e young people'. I . '

A c,omparison' of studen t aspirations over t he pastl de 'cade
, , I

re~l&- t::h~t sUbstantial shif ts h ave occurred 1~ t~e aSP1ratiO~S

o'f ~e~foundland h1gh - schoo l st~dents (Be s t et la~ ., 1976 : .c,rocke~ ,

1983: Pa r .s ons" 1974 1 Task Fo rce o n Educat io n ,. 1980). A much . '
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larger p roportion of s tudents in rece n t yea r s have . planned to

c~n.5inue on to pos t- s e con da r y e dc catnc n, Despi te h.i qher

aspi~ation rates i n f e cc n t years, the actua l pa~ticipation

r a t e s "a r e s ti ll ve ry l ow. For example; i n 1980 "an d, 1983, "---
~

ap prox i ma t e l y 3 4\ of graduat ing high school studen,ts as pi r~d

t o attend Memorial Uni ve rsity of New fo undl and . Ye...t.\., vn en actual -'­

pa rtic ipation r ate s a re investigated, on ly 12. 5\ of t hese

. Newfoundland s tuden ts en ro ll in un ivers ity (Cr ock e r , 19831 Task

Force on Ed~ation·. 19 80) • . Th i i comperes t o a n averaqe pa rti - ,

cipa tion rate of '17 .si for c ene de i n gene ral. Similar tre nd s
., ' .
exist: fo r o t he r post-seconda r y in s t i tut "i o n s i~ the' srcvrnce,

o~viOUS IY . t her e a r e fac tors influencing s tudents in such a 'way

t hat de~rea_5es the like lihood that :they will ilttend f u, t he r

edu~ation "

. The chanqi nq :c~~d itions' of society ha ve not on ly e~fected

yout h , but the' i mportant people arqund t he youn ,q ·perso~ • . '

especially the family, ha ve been affected as wel l. The atti~udes

of ,yo uth a re' b'7lieved to be affected by tne, f amily (Breton, 1972: '

Porter, 1961: Wil ; i ams, 19 72) " Knowledge of the e ffect o f

fa mi l y a t t i tude s i s importan t t o tne-ecuoa tce if th: most

i mpo r t an t career intervention strateqies a r e to be uti l1'ze~ to

t he be ne fit of t he s tudent .

The atti tudes wh i ch relate. t o the f amily as. well as economic

a nd employment c hanges in so~iety f orm tw o subsets o f t he atti ­

t udina l world o f the stud~n\. (see F iqure i t , 'The s e subset s of

attitu'des 'will i n t erac t wi th t he ' other 'subsets t o a f fect



aspiration an d option ,' T.he ad!!i tiona l a t ti t udinal , ec eeeee

co nsid e r ed 'in ,t h is s ,tudy were att i t~de s tow ard s self .

att i t ude s to....ard s post-seconda ry edu c a t ion, a nd a t t i tude s

t owa rds a nd of siq nif i ,ca nt o the r;s ,

The feelinqs an d a t t i t ude s a ,yo ung pe escn has ,t owa r ds. '

h'ilR/he cs e lf are ,a r e sult o f in fo [l!\ation 'and fe ,ed-baC); pCOVided \

by e xpe r i e nc e over t i llie, The ind i vidua l sees tiim /'he c s e lf i n

, ce r~ in li q~ t , ' At t itude s abo u t se lf lIlay a ffec t ' c ll cee~

a s pi r ation an d the ev a l ua tion of op t i o ns, Th e stude nt who

is 'e ligib ie fo r po s t ,- sec ond a r y educa t ion bu t "c hoo s e s not to

purs ue thi s a ltern a tive may possess atti tude s abo'ut se l f

Whi ch te nd t o decrea 51 t he po ssi bil i t y ,of continuinq ....i t h

e duca tion . KnOWledqe lof t he effect o f '~ t ti ~Ude tOW'<lr d se l f

o n c a re e r ch oice would a s sist s c hrl pe rso,nne l i n l!e lpi nq

t he 8 tu~znt over cOOte t he 1~lDit i n9 e ffe cts o f s uch a t titude s .

Whether' II,~r.on chooses t o a,t tend II po st-secondary ,

e duc ational i ns ti t u t i on wi ll be par t l y d~penden t upon the

.pe r ce i ve d· wor't h o f f~rthe r educ ation : At t i t ude s tow<lr d s

, post -se c ondary ed uc ation Ny be i nfluenced by the r i s k t he

, !st ude nt a t t aches t o. pursu i nq t h i s aspirati on . : T~ere fore ;

t he su bs e t of .a t t1 !-udes re l ated to t he ~orth o f pee e - s e ee ne a ey

ed uc.ation was co n s i de red an i mpo r t a nt a rea o f i nves t i qa tion

for t h is, s t udy . <1
The subllet o f a tti tudes t,~ard s s iqn if i c a nt others re lates

to the in ~ luence ,o f s c hoo l and pe ers on aspi rati~n, option .and

choice . Stud i e s ind ica te tha t the ·s c hoo l ' a t t e nde d and t he

te ac he r rna)' a ffec~ c a eee r d'ecisions '(Che r r y, 197 4 j Kni ~ l , 196JOj ,
, ': ' .

,. -- '--- i"

.\.:'
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P~er in flue nce is a lso though t to be i mpor t An b

i shop, ' 1'9,66 1 . x nc....l e d ge ~f t he nature o~ the

' ,- i~f~U~~(;{! of, tpl'!s e other.s on attitud~ m4{: be impo~ta nt in the

deterrni ' f i nt e rv e nti ons de ,signed to he lp a pa rticu la r '

ll.t ti,tudina ~ ne o rk which imp a c ts upon ,t h e care~r, 'decisio~-.

At ti1:.ud e s a re n~~ ' seen as fi xed, but a;re

modified as a e s ult of ne w .expeX: ien~e s a nd i nformat ion ~'

. The a t ti t d es, he l d by a n in dividual a re uni que in t he s en se,. "

t hat each , of us has had differen t experil('~ce s .. is expo,,:ed t o

different i nf mation , recefvee differen t feedback , a nd e xi s ts '
,.-.. . " .

in a dH f ~m t social an d f amily s e tting th~n e veryone e l s e .

At ~ e s o t i me, man y . people share similar attitudes , de spite

whe e . students' from t ....o differen t areas of Newfound land, w~o

have made a similar de c ision no t to pur"s ue ' post-secon"dary

education , neve - similar attitudes ....h ich hav e led t o, this ch o i ce ,

Also , have these student s sh ared s im.i i~r exp e x f e nc es ' w~ich may

have l ed to . t he f o rma t i on of similar attitudes? If this i s t he
. ,

c ase , th~ t s in-t l ar dec i s i on s a rc,.based upo n s i milar. att itudes

E
d ba c,kgroun ds , the educator is p ro~ided with a~ . a tt~.tudinal

a ba ck grou nd prof r~ e o f those capable student s who a r e M st

ikely to postpo ne or re ~e c t altoge t he r the e ntry i nto pos t - ·

secondary educa t ion', Thi~.. ini:orm a tion will ha ve imp lica tion s '

.n



fo r the ca reer ,gui da nce pr ogram as ' ,i t ~e l ates t o thes e parti-

cular s tuden ts.
' . ,

To a ns wer the questrene refe'r r ed ..t o above reqarees ' a n

'e,x,amin~tion of gr~ups from d iffe,rent geograph ica l , socia l and ' .J
-eccnceuc a reas . _ Select ing academically capable stude~

'beve decided no t to purs ue pos t -secondary e duca tion ', f rom t ....o

differertll!' areas , wi ll enable the researcher ' t o analyze t he

e f fect , 9£ at·ti.t udinal f acto rs o~ c:ar e e r choice • . Ba ckg r o u nd

f ac tors r e l a t e d t o fam ll,y .a nd c o mmunity c a n be e xamined a t t he

" same . t ime. Ther~iore, . a ';c ompa r i so n of a group of s t uden ts f rom

a , deve ~ope90 ' e c onomi cally ' stable, "mcde rn community wi t h a group

. from a rural , economically dep r i ved ~ommu':lity may provid e

a nswers t o queat Jone of a t ti tud ina,l infl uen~e . aeeee , t he

i mpor t a n'c e of the two groups in th is stjldy. Conceivably.the

un f.que mi lieu of eac h o f t hese g roups may hav e had effects ' 9n
.. c .

t he a t titudes of s t udent s and o t hers around th em. r nee rvr ev e

with these people could provide a picture of how t he i r attitude 9l'

ha 've been s~a~d by the s oc i a l a'nd', economic I envi~o~ment. -

Of the t wo ' que s t i ';~ ~ _re ferred t o above', t lie :e ffec t o f

-s i mila r b a ck ground ch aracteristics and how thes e c orr ela te with

. ~areer ' ~h<:, ice ha s b e en eX~lo~ed .·-to a c ert ain exten t (Anis~f,

-.19 731,' Cl a, r k" e,t a ~ . , , 19691 P'o; t eret al ~ , i91~.1 Se well an 1.Shah ,

1 9 ~71 . However, .t h is que stion has no t been ~eal.t with t o

' a ny de g r e e of c larif icat ion for . en r e part i cula r group of '. ,

students i n the Newfou ndland setting. As a ttitude i~ re arde d

a s a re s u l t o f situ~t ion in !lome -eespeces, thi s qUC1St1~O_ nee d S , _ . •
t o be a ns we r e d on a l ocal basis.

' I
"---(---- - -'- " ""--"
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'Th e second question of t he actua l attitu~.~ held. bY ~hiB

group of stud,:nts and the effect o f these att itudes on post­

secondary c h,a i c s ha s "no t ,b ee n examine~ pre~ious lY Ln the

Newfiou{ldland setting . Studies ha ve i nd icat ed t hat _atH .tude t s

i mpor tan t (oeceeren, 1976 ; Wiseman, 1982) . Ho....ever . ....hat thes~

attitudinal 'f a c t or , a r e and their effe cts on aBP~ation and

· perceived a ph i o n hll.\ noe . jaee n determined "f o r thes/e\students.o

. NewfoulUnand and'~ L!:,~.ra.dor is a province not ,fr i Ch i n a

'\ ' a r l e t y , o f manufacturing, service or tecl)n ical"' i ndustries . The

~oa l of ca re.ar education must ,be t o enable yo ut h to take a~antage

o f ~hateve r 'opp o r t un i t y i s aV~il able. If students possess .

"a t t i t 'ude s ....h ich limit the ~rcePt~on of aspiration, option a'nd

hence oPP<;Irtuni ty , they may not bt p~cpa.r(!d 't o e xp.l o i t develop­

'me n'~8 th'at do ~~. Significan t numbe rs of Newfoundland yout h

llIay be ready only to take ad vantage , ov e r the sh ort-term , 6f

sem i-skill ed and unskilled j ob s- that disap pear ve ry quickly • • "

· In additio~"", they will have to 'c,ompe ~e f or t he se ! few jobs wi t h

many other peop le . What ~hey have decided or igipa lly may hav e.

negative r e percu s s i o ns fo r ·t he r e s t of t~eir , lives;. , Thi,s is

espec i a l ly i mpo r t a nt f or the gr oup .o f students under . Leveaur-
, ,' I

gati~n in~his~ study., because t he y appear to have ene academic

ability to proceed ;"ith post- second~ry education wtli ch wou ld "., '.
enhance their opportunities . rf"interventions a re 1:0 be

o rgan i~ed t c conf ron t t he l1miiin~ e ff e c t s of attitude , knowledge

of these attitudes mus t first 'be obtained .

·~tUdY was '~o , provl d~ t1\ls l n form~tion .
~he purpose of ,t b1s
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Tho oipl~'ato,y natu," of t h. ' eeeearcn w.ll '" '"It ' n a n \ '

id~~t1f_ic4t.~ ci n of - f~r.the; r es e ar ch Areas . This wi ll lead t o II.

greater .under s t a nd i ng o f you th and t he factors and a t~'i tude s

they . hol a ll!ld how th~se e ffec t car ee r decisions •
.I

Reaea rch questions

"'"I
i '

, '

_. The 'fOllowi n'~ t e sear ch ques tions v e ce de r i ve d t ro ,m-a review

.Of ' y{s"ratU:re r~la·ted to attitude an~ car~e~' cho i ce . The '

-.q~e8 ti.o~ns a re stated i n b r oad terms be ca us e t hi s s t Udy)s

eX~loratory -i~ na t ure an d i ntend~ t o identify areu which e eee

to be, 'examined ~n grea ter. detail ,in future r ese ar ch . T~.e

que s tions represent an exami na tion o f t he' a ttitud~na l world of

' young people and how t he a t t i t udin a l factor s 'wi t hi n t his world

ef;ec t t he p os t h ig h ' sCh£,aSPirations a nd 'Plans of t he '. .

s t ude nt!!: i n th e ·s t UdY. ( . "

L , ~re tt:te r e "Common , s ha re d lIttit ud e s lIrnong ac ademically J.

, cap able young pe ople ..,i th r e spect t o t he dec ision not
to pursue post-secondary ed uc at ion f o llowi ng graduation
i ,rom high schoo l ? ' '

. (a l Do t he se s t ude nts sha r e ccemcn a tti t udes which
reflect the i nfluen ce o f f ami ly on choice?

(bl Do thes e s tudents sh are co nunon a t t i tudes whi ch:
re flect the influence o f signif i c an t others on
th e ch oi ce of "'hat r ou t e t o f ollO\« a lit e r high
Bchool ?

(c) Do the students i n the study have common' a t t i t ude s
towards post-sec ond ary ed ucation ? .

(d ) Do thes e s tud'ents have similar a t t itudes t owar d
se l f which may .hav e i nf luenc ed th~ ca r.eer dee Le Lonz

,,'
j . .1

' .1.' ,

"
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lei Do t hese s t.udent.s 'Mve silllUar a t titudes towar d s 1-.-.
ec on omic and employment circums tance s t.hat . ay
ha ve had a n e ffect. on the caree r de cision-makinq
p roce s s 1

' . 2 • .What ' parental att i tudes t owa r d po st- sec onda ry pl~n s
a re r eported by qu a l1 fi ed stud en t.s who plan no
post-scco~ary educat ion? ~'(t"'"

Ca) Are pa rental attitudes toward s the po st hiqh school
de ci s ion consi s t e n t with th e a ttitudes of the ir '
chU~ren? . ' ,

(b) Db the parents of the student s unde r inve s tiga t i on
po ..~s s .aimllar attit~es with r espect to the pos t
hiqh ls c hoo l plan ,S of t heir c h ildr e n ?

3. Do "the lI ~udents under s tudY ' have bal:kqrou~d feature s
that miqh t i mp a c t on attitude a nd hen c e , on aspiration
and care er p la n s ?

(a ) Are the families i n sirqilar f inanc ial ' llnd ·e mpl o yme nt
circumstllnc~ s1 . . -, " '. .

(b) '00 ' t he f amil i e s s ha re simila r e duc at'i o nlll bllCk­
. q ro un ds1

(cl What is the ' influence ~f ro le'modd l on t he att i-tud~
t owards car e e r direc tion ' an d cboi c e?

(d) Hal work e xper i e nc e on the pa r t o f student s had an
e ffe c t on t hei r atti tudes t oward s post hiqh s chool
p lan s ? ' . .

(e ) Does t he sex of t he stude nt bear any r e lationship
to the ou tcorae of the post hiq h IchOolde c i aion .
with i n the groups ot s t ud e nt s studied?. \

4 . Are there other d i fferences about atti tudel be t ween the
_ two q r o ups of etudent.s , frOlll dit'fer ent parts 'o f

N'twfo un d land? . -

, a ) Are the r e dlffe ren'cea in the p r oporti on o f "s t ude n t s
who h ave e l ected no t to pu r sue po s t -second ary

. e duc a t i on , I n each sett i ng ?

(b) Ki t.hi n each g ro up s t ud ied , a re t he r e dit'ferences
i n t enu of whether po s t -second a ry educ ati on I s
stIll s ee n as a poil aits l l1ty , If no t .1Itlllled i a t e l y ,
tben f o r some t ime i n the f uture ?

S. What a~titudinal facton 'a r e sfecified by the stude nts '
aa b eing mos t J.nfluential a nd important, in th eir
deoiaion o f not t o pueeue . post"le conda ry ~ducation?

' .J
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Definition of Te rms

I,
: . c e r ee e AJpiratio. , A p,rticular educati~na l o r oc c u­

pation" ' 90 ' i ~ perann de"r"~ tn aeeatn ,
I . . . '

Career Options : Educational a nd occ up ational a lte r na t i ve s
. . I . . . .
which a person \se~s a s: rele~~and pos s i b l e f c:r him / herse lf .

~~ \ A learned, genera l p redisposition to respond in
i . "' , .

, a consi ste ntly f av o ur ab l e or unfavourable ma nner with respec t t o
I

a ,g i v e n obj e 'ct ~r event . At t i t ude is viewed as affective an d

evaluative i n natu re .

' / '

. / '

/

Belief : A 'pe r s on ' s informat i on about a n objec t or event . "
--., \ I

A be lief l i n ks ap ob ject t o some a ttribute .

Acad emically capable : Those student s ....ho se h 'igh SChOOl_____
. . O ·

a ca de mi c performance is such. that they meet o r exceed t he .

en trance r e q u ireme n t s of Memorial University of Newfoundloiilnd.

By mee ting' the s e 's t a nda r d s , s tude nts a re a lso eligibl,e to ap·ply

f or other forms of poe e -ceeccnda cy e ducatiQ'n su ch ~s t rades and

. te chn~.' s c hoo l s .

Po s t-Seconda ry Plans : Pos t-sec o ndary p lan,S r e fer to the '

ch~ices- av ad Lab Le t o a s t u den t on completion of t he g rade .

tw e l ve high school program.

At ti t ud i na l World : Tha t col le~tion o f attitude s that ma y

have an. if f l ue nc e o n - the c:reer direct ion of a per~on . The s e~
a t titud es a re s ee n a.~ i nt e r acting wi t h ' other atti tudes to

de t e rm i ne, ou t co me .

. , ~
I
I
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Limitations of the Study .

, ~pis stud y ho lds re levance f or the N-7wfound land region and;

i n par~~cular, the t.:"'o settings 8I:.Udi~d. · Any gener.alizati~ns

t o other r e gi o ns should be made in light of the f a c t that the .

ar ea s s tudi~d are unique .

r.



CHAP'rER II

-J
I

REVI~ OF RELATED LITE RA'r URE .

I nt roduction - .

•...,;J. Th,e review , ~ f the lit~ra 'r"ure- i s orqan ized ,a'round ·t hr 'e e , ..

~~~ s e c tions '; .' ·.I ~ was felt that mate~ia1, presei'lted in t he se

~~. sect ions is e s s ential t o the un-de rst a nding o f cne infl~enee

ofatt 1 't ud e on t he pos t-se~on.dary de c i s ion , . S~ ction one .deej.s

with theories. of atti tude ; -Ma ny theqries 'hav e been de r i v e d to
. -

'explain the , imp 'ac t of a ttit ude on be.hav io.ur . 'rhe ~h~ory fou~<!. _-

to, be mo e t ap p LdcebLe t o thi~ study waos t hat "pt:'-o po se d by

F~Shbein and Aj Z~n .(19 75 ) : Other atti t ude ' t~~ories ar~e

de s cribed as the se s he d light .c n a lte r na t ive ex pl anation -s of
, I . ' •

. a t titudina l i n f l ue nce, The se theori~s a lso su g ges t inter -

. i vention ~ whi ch mi 'ght be implemented t o ' ,ef f ect attitpde ch~l.nge . _ .- .. '

. /

,"Th e- se cond secti on dealS with a ttitude c ha nge . Th i s is a ,

. - ---more pracfi.cal _a pPlic a t i on as it indica t es weye to go ab out

" a f'f e c t i ng th e a ttitude~ of young pe ople' by ef fective means . .

Th e thi ,rd eec t.Lon s heds li~ht o~ factors tha t have"b~n

f OWld to b e r elat ed ~o aspi r ation", th e pe r c ept i o n o f o pt ions

and career choi~e. W~thin t he framewo:i:~ of t his s t udy, attitudes

a re thoug ht 'to be ' the ba s i s of a sp i r ations a nd op t i on s a nd 80

have an effe:ct on . c areer cho:ce. .Therefore, if t hese f actors

.16
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' lice· a!tsociat ed wi'th aspi ration', option and choice they may hi?

a Sl oc:i ate'd wi t h a ttitude . · ' Re l e v an t . f i nd i ngs wh ic~ pe r t ain t o

. ~ocioeconOlll i.~ ,..tatus . e~uca~ionlll l evel -o f . pa rentll . pa r,:nt al

I nc ce e , ~l iilce o f r e s i denc e ,. ~e l f -evall1atiori . pee r qrou~

i. ntl~en~e . sc hool i n fl uence and 's ex- a r e pre s~nt:ed . ' . •. . .
: . Throu ghout th is r ev i ew at tempt~ ' were made t o ~PP~Y t he

. lite r at,ur e :~ t he pr e s ent s"tud y.

.. " , . . .' I
. Few investigators. ' llg ree o n ~n exp lici t de! i n i.~ion o f ~'~r

att i tude . ,The range of p r oposed defini.: i.O~8 Qf-?lli~""I/e . •

. be e,n- made e xplic it i n "r ev i ews o f t he at ~ i. tude 'con cept (Campbe ll ,

,19 63: ~reenwa ld e t a L; 1968) ; Two o f t he lllos t ."COllll\1OnlY ci~e"" . . •

de h nit: ons of lI~t it~d~ i nclude t ho se p ro po s ed, by ~erhngeJ_. and

_ Rokeac h . xerlinqe,r (1 967) de f.i nes an attitud7 as: U
An e nduri nq .st r uc t u re of' dClcript i v e a,OO, ' . ' ..
evaluative belie f a ' that predl6pose th e i nd i vidual
t o behave s electively t oward the re f ere nt of t be •
a ttit~de ~p . l~ ---'~\ ' . ' . ,: ' .

ROke.ach--rL0f6'8i proposed t he fo llowing definition of

··--:-;t~~ude :

An a tt i tude is 'a r el a t i vely e nd urinq or~a'nl za tion
o f inter rela t ed be l iefs that descr ibe , e va l ua t e ,
a nd advoca t e ac tion wi th r e s pec t to an Obj e ct or
s i t ua t i on , wi th each "be l i e f havi ng co gni tive ,
af fecti ve a nd be havi o ur a l cpmponent il" (e. 132 ) .

I' FiIS.hbe!n .ond Ajze n (197 5) s ug gest t ha t moat inves tiga t ors

1U1d agre e that a t t i tude, ca n be descr i bed ~Sl • ,

. - ,

i \
L
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.,. wi l l be , r eflected i n their choice s ,

]1, ' l e a r ne d prpdisposi tian .ec ce s pcn d ' in a . •
consistently f avou,ral) le or un.favourlJ.blc manner

• · wi t n r e s pe c t to ' a given object" (p . '6 ) . ... -

•_ 'The s e defin itions appea"r. to .en a r e c'o~? f ea t u r e s'

inj:ludi n.9 ,tha t a tt itud e s are lear ne d ' ~ei i'e fs that th~y p re -
, " , \,. - ' , ", '

dispose action , and, that sU~h . ~c tions a r e consistently . favour -

able ?r U~favouraDl~ toward"th'~ obj'eot .Of~the att itude. T.hat

. attit~~e s 'tl. a·t:e l e~rned r~!:le~ts the impor~aJl~e . o f p,ast , . ll.

expe rience which in f luences til e - be haViour of "t he i ndivl dua l. .

AttitUd: ~__a,r e geli'eral,'~y as~~ed to -const1tut~ 'th~ :per son ' 5

•}:epresentat ion of pa s t expe r Ie nce . (campbe LL, 1~ 6 3r . .Pr e d.i l'l- '.

pos itions to respond i n cons is tently .t'a':'OU5·abl~: or un favou ~able
' . . ' \ -' , . '

ways a;Fr:! aaeumed to be" th e pro d uct of e>'tper ience . The atti.t ,udes ·

a pe rson ho l ds toward s ;post-sec~nd/ry edu~ation a~e a- z e au .Lt; .. ''> ... .,
· o f experiences re Le ce d to the f ami l y , s chool , peer s , c,?mmunity ~

and so on . These a tti tudes predispose ' the student.• to c e spend

f a vour a b l y ~r u?f..a vourabl y t o"';a r ds fact'~ associated '~~th ' ~st- , ~ .
's e c onda r y educ~tion -su ch , ':ls the~ f i na ncing o f further educa.t io~ ,

the value of fq rther educee I cn an d other fa~to~ s , :,

.S tebbins . ( l~ 7 S l de f i ned predI spos i tions as " p r oducts ,o f

I. pa ~t ex perien ce wlii ch ' imp inge npon o ut avareness," equ i p us '

with specific , us u a lly h a b i t ua l , v iews of t he world. end guide.

•beh~viour i n t he immediat'e ~r~~e nt " ( ~ . ' 1.2l " . In some ins tan<~~s , ' ,

it may be di f fic u lt to ' determine which pr ior ex perience s a r e'

r e l ;vant to the 'f o rma t i o n If the p red isposit ion . T~erefore, ' t he '

p r ed f apo s Lt.I on s . , ",ude nt: tow ard, po,~-,eCOnd~ry educ.tion

(
i
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),

~'~~:l)bein~ci !A~~'~ (l9751.ma~ dist'!!'Ic tions QC~Ween_ 't~ree
· types o f 'cons i s t ency . St:lmui lls - respons'e consistency may b e

I ' . ~

t ake r;r as refl eCtin9 :a n atti tude' t oward t he, O~L Howeve r,"

· - this \ def'ini tion .~Of:!S no t dist;fnguish ~tt. i t~d~ from o ~~er

.. co ncepts 'such <l;s'hab.i t, trai t , .d r i ve o r - mot ive. seepopse -.

r e s pon s e cOns isiancy a lso. i ndica tes e n att itude toward the

object but ~nvolvelB the degree of consis tency . het.....een dit'fer en t

• re spon~e s "'dtb. respect, t~ t he sam e qb jec't. This defin i tion

fails -to disco-r imi~a ~e ' be t we e n a ttit~de, - tra-it .,.,motiv J _and other
~ . ' ,- . . , . , . ' . .

concept s . Eva luative cons istency is r e late d to mul tiple
~, " : ' . - ( .' . '<,

be havdcuz- st e t. d iffe r ent; po Lr rt.s i Ln t ime • .On d i ffe r e n t occasions
~' - '. , '. " L . ' ' ,

a; p'.er~on '~y ,pe r,fO~jn ~iff~,r~nt behaviC!.u~s Wit~ r e,spect to

obj e c t , The overa l l patt ern ', though, .may remai n rc J..ativc l y .

~o~~ta~ 'and Sb .'"I\Iay ' ~ " def~ ned ' i~ ' ~o~~~stent . : ' ~ t.laiuati;e or

a~.fCCtive cons~s~en~y is ' wh a t df~tingUiSheS be cween a t titl,lde

<an~ qth'er co~c.ePts~<a·n~ i t i s therefore hard i y. ~u~;riSing th~t

1

the ':evaluative ~ilJl~nSiPn' h a s frequently been rega rded ."as t he

'm~s t' di;'tin~t!i»e ~' fea tu~~~ ~ f at~itudeK~ : (Fi s hbein 'and Aj Zen
l,

.
;..' , ," , -

_ 19 75) . ; I<~ is t li is e~aluatiye nature of; attitude tha t i s , o f

iIllPo~tan~e t o , t h i s , s'tu~y < ''i'h i s · re fl e.~ ts the .Lde a that a~t.i tudes

.to~~,rdspost-secon~ary e~u?ati~n' may, r e s ul t in dif f,; rent

behavio'u~s bec eue e , a t'tit~de s tow~rds" th is "object exe re.~ev lI.iuated.
· • J . ' ,I " " ' ,: " ' ,

The d.i~ f~reJlt i .eV.alua,tio~ s . ~ay :~~ th~ r e sult · ~f n!:'" i nforati on

o.r· be cau se oft varying circu~stll.nc,els. . ' i

For th~ . ~urpoge of ,t h i s s t udy to'he 'conce pt 'o f a ttit~de wil i

" b~ p-l aced ,i n' ~~ he" c.~as ;i fi.ca tiOn s~?geste~ ~y Fis hbe 'i n and ' Aj ze n .

-.. ,
, ' .
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(1975) .Whioh' conshts of four ~road ~ate9~ries: af fect'

tfeeHngs; eValWl.t~onS), cognitlon{opini~ns. b~liefs),
. ctdnation {behaViOu~a l ' i~ten tionBr. and behaV"ioux: (o b s e r ved

cve r-t; ac ts). Attitude p~rtains to a pe rson 's favoura ble o r

unfavourable evaluation of an object. Beliefs r e pr e s e nt t h e

'. inf~rmat i on aperson has' about t he object and ,connects' an

obJe'ct eo sOII\e attribute . , Be hll.vi~ural i 'ntenHan re fers to . '

a . p.e r son ' F intentions .:to perform.'various ebehaviours . The

: s~ngth' af';"n intention is reflected 'in t he p a rson 's sub jective

~FObability that h~ishC , "wil l . pe rform the specif ied bchaviou'~ . ·

Behaviour r e fer s to , th~ ,obs e r vabl e pets o~ t he pe rso n . A

: beh a v i our may 'b e stud ied -i n isola tion or mllY be us~d t o i~fer

\.

• FishDe~n and Ajzen (~~..s). propo~e· .·tp.€!. f o l l o wi ng conceptual

mode l wh i c h r e l a t e s be liefs, attitudes , intention.s and .be.haviou rs.

." to 8 g~ven object {Figure 2 j ·.

In thi5 mo~~l. be lieh. a re eee n Il6 t he bas~c building b locks

of the conceptu~ l f r ame wor k. A person l ea;ns :or ' f o r ms a n~mber

;f ~b~ liefS ab~ut . a n object b~s'ed u p on ob.s e.rvatrt'on o r .informa"Uon

r~ce ived from o~tside sources ~r by various inferMlce proce sses •

. 1\.1'1 0 ; a pececn ' e bel i .efs s erve a s ~he i nform .!lt;.io nal ceee &hat .

'determine s his/her attitudes,. intentions and behaviou rs'.. .
A person 's attitude t .owa rd an obj ,ec t }5 fo unded on ,his/her

sa lient,beliefs abou; t hat objec t , iri thi's' case", ed ucation .

This i nvo lve s i nforma tion ' pr o c e s s i n g . A perec n ' e .a t t i t ude is

dete r mined by \:liS/her beliefs that edlication has cert~in

. . '._ - - - - ,

' 1
i
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22.

~ributes and by ~is/h.er e v a l uations of the~e attr ibutes.

Slllient beli~ f& about e duce t. Lon lIlay te deri~ed frolll in f orm a t i On

abou t the- .. risks" of e o nt i nai n g:education, financia l ccne i c e r-
:. .

ation s , fa mily e xpec ee e Icne a nd the vie w of se l f with respect

to e d ucation • .

In terms of cer ee x enc t ce , the beliefs a person has a bout

poat-secondary e ducation wil l be a function of the in for mation

avai lable t 'o him/her. The Illo s t sa lient beliE!fs are filtered

through t he beliefa t ructure by a processing of· the v ocational,

self , hmi l"yand situa tiona l i nforma ti on avai lable . .. Ill t his

pi."ocessing attribu tes are attached t ic the caree r di rection

cons i d ered , and a n ev a l u il:ion of . these a t t ribu t e s i s made .

Bas e d upon t hi s evaluat ion a decis i.on is made.

,(.- '---;:_ An attitude toward an o bject is 'vi e wed as related to t he

indiv i dual' s i ntentions to perform a ra nge of behav i ours wi t h,' , . ~ ,
re6~ect to th at ob j ec e , Each ',i nt e n tion is se e n as being related

to t he correspond ing ' b ,ehaviour ,

Aecordirjg to Fishbein a nd Ajzen (19 ':'~ ll

' :

, I

I t should be ,cl e a r t hat since a person' II atti t Ud e
is aSSUll\l!d Eo-be rela ted to t h e to ta l af fect

~:~~~~~~~~ . W~:hd~ ~ ~~~'~e~~~~::s ~o~~~~~:~~~ si~nd
t e:rms of overall evetuae r ve c onsis tency . Thus ..
attitu de is viewed as a ge ner a l predispo s i tion
that d oes n ot predispose th e p e rson ° t o ' pe r 1iorm
any s pecific behav iour . Ra the r~ it leads to a
set o f in t entip ns t hat i ndic{fi a c ertain amount

~~ :~::~ti~~:ri~~o~~ei~b~:1;te~ ~~e:t~~~i f~~Ch
b ehavi b !ir ahdl_thus,t, the ove r all af fect expressed

:~ ~~: ~:j~~~ a!~oa c~~~:~~:~d:c~~o~~B/~=~ ~~:i~~~e
t oward ~.he ob Ject ( p,. 1 5 ) . ·

I·
i
!
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In the me of the ",uden" und" ·s tnd, In thi' r~"arJ..

the a,ttitudes he ld led t o a set of intentions related to not1
at t e n d i n'g post-secondary education. These i nt e n tions reflected- . .
the feeling students must' ha ve had tOlo'ar.ds post-secondary

educat ion - that there wer e negative consequences of p urllu.inq

fu rther eaocecr on • Viable options were t hos e not involving

post-secondary educa':ion. Th e findi~qs of this study will l ead

to..a greater understanding of the 'e_v al ua t i ve" aspect o f . at t itudes

which infl u~nce th~ career d eci9ion-Jnalt;ing process.

on~e _~stab~iShe_d 'a~ ~tt~ rna ; have an ' e f fec t u pon th'e

..format ion of new beliefs . p~r forrnance of a specific behavi.ou~

~IlY lead t o new b e lie f s ~hich ~ay in tur~ influ~ncethe at t i}ude . ,

For t h e studsntB ' in qu e e t.Lon , i t , seems' that bas'ed upo n ' th is'

frame wor k:, the a ttltuaol\l ftrmed ear lier i n life may. now

inf l uence t~ei~ ' perc~PtiO~ f . ~ew · in,form"ation, t he belie~s

held, othe r Bttitudes, the. intentioI'\ to carry out II behaviour

~ I\d t h e affect associated with post~~eCOndUY educa t 'ion . There'- ,."" .,

fore , the early e xperiences of the student such as f am ily ~vents

Jand circwnstanc~s may i n fluence la ter a,ttitudes, towa rds the

object, wh ich i n this case is post-secondary e d ucation.

A pe x eonve i ntenti~; to ' ca rry. out a behavioubr is ' a 'fu n c tiOn

of certain beliefs . His/her a,ttitude toward car rying out a.

specific behaviour ' is ~elated to h'isiher beirefs. t ha t performing

the. behav iour wil.l l e a d to .' certain consequences and an eva1ua~ion

of t hose c-onseque ncee , Therefore , attitude i s v i ewe d as o ne

lIIlljo r determina nt ~f. the prr s~n ' s i ntention t o perform the

/

, .,
I.,
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bdh llviour 1n question. Th e i n tentio n to -,a t te nd a pos t -second a r y

educa t ional institu t i on i s r elated t o and a ffec t e d by belief s

a nd at~i tudes which l~ f luence a n eva lu~tion ~f t t he conse quen c es

0 '£ pu rsuing education . .

Othe r be liefs r e l e vant for a behavl <iural i n t en tion ' are

beliefs o f a n OIlTlative nature . , Tha t: h ; belie f s t hat ce~tain •

re ferents thi nk t h e pe rson should o r s hou.Ld no t . p e r f o rm the

'spe~ i f ied behaViO~ . Acco r d ing to ~i 8Iib ei.n a nd .A j ze n ' (1 9 75) :

. The no r m a tiv e Ibel i e f s "a nd ' mo t ivation to. co mply
l e a d to normative pre l9ure s . The totality o f
these n o rlJa t i ve pr ess ure s may b e t er me d ' sub­
jective norms. ' Like h.l,s/he r attitude t oward
a behaviour , a per . o n's subje cti.ve norm is
viewed .a s a ma jor determinan t of biB/ he r
intention t o ...perf~rm t he p ehavi,our (p . 16).

An i ndividua l ' 9 be havioural i ntention is v i e wed a s a

f unct i on of - t he two factors b f the a ttitude t owa rd t he behav i o ur

an d t he sUbj~ctive norm. The intention i s t~e ' immediate det.er- ·

minant o f ,the cor respond i ng be havi ou r .
. . . .

Th e re c ecre i n fluenc in g intentions and behav iour a re

d hqrammed in figu re 3.

I t i s probable t ha t th e DOrtnative beliefs of t he student

a re influenced by t he bel iefs o f key pe~ple ar ou n d them . Key

ieferents may i nc l.ude parent~ . i ibli n g,s, fr ie nds,_ teachers or

a:ther significant per~ons . The~e people have like~y cOlMlunicated,

in some fash i on, wh a t the'y think · the stud ent should or s houJ.d not

.'do . It is possible th at th e normat1ve bel. l efs of othe r s have

.influenced students, to not pu r s u e po s t ,;,se COndar y educ ation . A

-~1~~
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rati onali14~ i on pr~ have! occurre_~' t o e valuate ," i

aBpi r~tionB ' a rtd opt'tonS i n light .o f these normat [ve be ne f S '

1Thi s rlltional i % a ti ~n process~ be explai ned by .eneo r -re e 'wh i

f ollow i n the next sect1-on:-- O~90od and Tan ne nbaum's . (1 955 )., \

Congruity Th e o r y and F~s t.inger l s (1 95 7) Cognitive Dissonance

1heory ' may ,p rove t o be. esp\'c ially ee r e ve neae this r a t i onal iz :"

a t i on process . "In any case, the norma tive bel ie f s of r e fe rent s

may place pres~ure o n thf s t uden t t o move i n a cer tain direction .

Th e t?tali t y of t he s e n o rma t.Lv e p ressures, the subj'ective

n orms , wil l like ly i n f l u en c e the i ntention . of whether to attend

o r r e j e c t p~s:~secondary e.duc a tio n as II viable op tion. I In
associa t ion wi th l e a rned attituaes , th e s ubjective norm operates-""" . .to co ntrol behaviour (see ' ~ igure 3) , Fo r the s e students att i -

. ; .
t ,ude s and subjective nOl'~in cOmbinarion,' h a ve l e d to t he

n on- a t t endan c e , op tion.

\ ~ t is t he i nte n t ion o f t his study to exa mi ne t he nature of.

the ~ttitudes t oward s at j:e nd ing post-seconda r y education an d , t h e

subjec tive no rm s o f the students a nd ' ho w th~sehave i n flue nc e d

t he intention wi t h ee spec e, to -f ur t he r education , . Sub j e c't i ve. .
norms may l arg e l y be a product o f pa re ntal beliefs, Th is stud y

::::n::t.:n:: i :~ncorn it.elf Wi~ Tenta.butwiththeir

\ '
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