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Abstraet

Th is st udy considers the life history nar rat ives of a marrie d couple, Alber t

and Averil Wakeley of Cent reville, Bonavista Bny, Newfoundland. It was

discovered t hat th eir oral autobiogra phical account is a portrayal defined by two

maier the mes: work experience and fa.mily lire. An examina tion of these them es

was made, focusing on the social and personal values and att itudes featured in the

w ekeleye' narra t ives.

Wh a t sets th is study apart from other life histories is the fact that Alber t 's

occupa tion as light keeper results in an overla p of work and family life that th e

historical nature of th e job and its atte ndant responsibilities demands. Unlike

o ther occupations in Newfoundland, such as fishing, mining and logging, t he

lightkeeping profession requires twcuty-Iour hour atte ntio n. Elements of work

pervade al most every aspect of personal life. Th is is particularly true for those

people who work and mise their famil ies on islands or remote regions where t here

is little opportunity to interact with the community .

Th e exami na tion of the themes of work experie nce and family life revealed

social, as wellas persona l values and att itudes. Th ese were also stud ied in

relation to t he uniqueness or a lightk eeper 's life. Aue nticn WI\.,'; paid to thu

cu ltura l influences th at sha ped beha viour and to the dyad ic nat ure of till' cfJllp l,·'M

repertoire. Mete rle l for this study was gat hered during four visits with the

w akeleys in thei r homes in three d ifferent locations CIvet a period IJf thrr'f' yl'ars

Th e methodology for the st udy consisted of tape-recorded interv iews wilh tfll!

couple. Oth er sources included works on life history and personal expcnenc c

narratives writt en by scholars in t hose respective ar eas of study. An introdu ct ion

is followed by a deta iled account of my collecting experiences. Cha pter T hre" is a

biographica l perspective o r the couple, as well as a rheorcticnl evaluat ion of their



life histories. The following two chapters present and analyse the Wake leys'

autob iographical nar rat ives. Conclusions are then drawn in the last chapter. T he

aim of my study was to apply and expen d folklorist ie procedur e to a subject

which warrants such investigat ion.
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Chapter 1

Introduct ion

Albert and Averil WakE" ll'Y were hght keepees. boun d to t he sen in a liM illl t·

of duty to the beacon t hat rooted tbem to the land. Dy t he rime Albert rt,t ir"l l 1\1

the age of sixty-two in 1982, t he couple ha d spent more than t hree dl' c :ul l'!l

tendin g to lighth ouses on t he sea-swept posts of ru rrin and Ca bot lshmds orr ti ll'

nort heastern coas t of Newfoundland . Together. wit h littl e respite, they hlld rn~ed

en environment that eeleeues..sly challenged their resou rcd ulnl'1lll , t hl·i r skill!!, IUlll

their pat ience. T hey had worked side-by-side, sha ring chores a nd sto r ies in :\

seamless spirit of eo-o petatio e. T hey had raised seven children who c a ml! tn

learn , as their pa ren ts and a ncestors had before them , t hat thei r pb ygrn unds, on

slippery liehened rocks and in sheltered coves that sortll'nC!l1 t he st inging bite of

the Nort h Atl an tic, wer e also classrooms where t he lessons could be, in aD instan t,

eruel and swirl aed fin a.l. To get her, AJber t and Aver il had ma de a life for

themse lves an d t heir ra mily t hat fused th e eemterts o r a community t ha t

de pended on t heir abiliti es, with the endless solitude o f the sea.

This thesis exam ines t he oral life history na rrativ es or the lightke cpcr and

his wife. Th e aim of my study is to dete rmine the natu re of t he coup le's n1\tra ti ve

reper toire, evalu ate th e major them es in th eir lire histo ry na rratives and aIW~S"1 t he

soeial and person al val ues and att itud es in herent in their sto ries.



My decision to focus exclusively on Albert and Ave ril and use their lire

history narrat ives as the basis for my study evolved from an inte rest in

lightke epers' na rrati\"!s in genera l. The occupation of lightkeeping had in trigued

me sin eo my childh ood when my father was in th e Royal Canad ian Navy . I was

wi'll aware of the close re lationsh ip between mariners and Iightk eepers and I often

said a sill 'nt word or thanks to the latte r each time my fat her return ed home from

s..:I. r-.. ly curiosity was ar oused much la t er during my own t rave ls and I envisioned

Ih.. life of a lightkeepe r as one filled wit h solitude and romance. In 1981, I moved

tn St. John's. Newfoundlan d to stud y folklore at Memori al University of

Newfo undland. St . John' s, located at the easter n edge of the island, is a port city

wlios!' heritage and culture is greatly infl uenced by the sea , Wh ile imme rsed in

this environmen t, I felt that a Muster's th esis would provid e a good oppor tunity

In ill\'"stig:lle the occupation a.bout which I bad orten faatasised .

:\s an init ial step, I Iemilinrised myself with llghtkeeping by consulti ng

-ious sources ranging from descriptiv e accounts of ligh t house technol ogy to

works in thr-social ~('i ,mces deali ng witb the lives or the Hgbtkeepees themse lves.l

Lire histories of H,;htkccpe rs and t heir ramilies are few. I was st ruck by t he

lnek of roseurch done in an area. so obviously rich in narrative mate rial a nd so

rrueinl to the lives of both Newfoundla nders a nd those who pass by her shores.

I Th('f ~ ~f~ milD)' booh on Iilhthous~ t~(hnololY . l recommend t he rollowinll. in part i(u l",r:
E,lw;ltd F.IlI,"". TIlt Cd'"l dl'on U gh/hoult, Ca nadian Histori( Situ: Ouasional Papen in
,\ r~ h ,, ~o l,,1Y ~ nri lIislllr)'. no. 0 (OUawa : Depa rtm ent of Indian and Nor t hern Developme nt, 1975);
(' ;lnada , Depar tmen t or Tranl port , Cll n,,,14', Lig~ l~ouu, (Ott awa: Q ueen', Pr inter, 1968);
Cauda, D,par tm eot or Tr30sport , Li, l 0/ MgltI" Buoy. and FogSignal" New/o undlond,
Inrlud ing l~e C01l3111111'dler.! 0/ Lllbrlldar (Ottawa: Quen'. Prinler, 1980) eed Judith Tulloch,
rllpr Sp ,or LigltthoUl' : Cope Sp,ar National H i,l ori( ParI: (Otta wa : Pa rkl Canada, IIJii j. Th e
rollllwin i booksdiMuss the lighth eper ', occupa t ion aud lifestyle: Hanl C. Ada mson, K e~er. 0/
I ~, L if}ht ~ tN, . York: Gretn""rl , lOSS); Francis ROlli Holland, Jr.. A"II~r;(a '. Lig~thouft,: Th'ir
/IIu"lrClt,d m,,'ary Since 1716 (Brat t leboro, VT : Stephen Greene, 1072): Fred Majdala ny, The
n,.,} RMh 0/ Eddy,lone (1059 . lon don: WIaite Lion. l:'d74}:Darid E . Steren l, LiQ~ lhou. e' oj
Ndl'(I Scfltia (Wind~or, NS: Lae eeloe, 1073).



However , I found two lilerary aut obiographies related to the tcpie . We h"t:t:p d

Light, by E.M. Richardson, the wife of a lightk eeper, is an account of broily lire

at an isolat ed island off southwestern Nova Sro tia .2 George R. Putnam 's

a Ulobiogra.phy, Sentintl 01 the Coa,l.: 17JeLogo/a Lighthou,e Engineer,

recounts the author's experiences as a commissioner or light houses Ior the United

States federa l government during the early part of the cent ury.3 In th e rield or

social history, Donald Grabam, a Britisb Columbia ligbtkee per, bas writt en two

noteworthy books published in t he last rive years, presenting detailed account s of

the lightkee pers and light house stations of coasta l British Columbia. ~

In April lOS2, I contacted the Coas t Guard Ortlee in St . John's and met Ian

Gall, Regional Aids Man ager. r told bim I wan ted to contact and interview 1\

numb er of older light keepers as I W4:I par tir ulnrly interested in the natu re nnd

impact of cha nge in llght keepiog due to automation in the last rorty years . I

believed th at older light keepers would have first-h and knowledg e of the

occupation's development . Mr. C an prov ided me with the names of ten retired

and soon-to-be- reti red ligbtk eepers who were sb tioned at or near various couta l

communities in Newfoundland. H~ recommended three or th em In part icular 4S

potentia lly - good- informanls . Albert Wakeley of Templeman, Bonavista 8:..y,

was among the three.

After obtai ning the list from Mr. Gall, I wrote a lett er to each lightkeeper in

enrly JUDeinforming:them of my ' project' and indicating the approx imate t ime or

2E.M. Ricbardeoll, WeKe ep <I Li,hl (Torollto ; Ryen oD, I O~ 61.

3George R. Pueaam, Stn li nel of lhe COGlI ,: TIle Log 0/ <IILilJIIlhoue En,ineer [Ne.. York'
W.W.Norto ll,103 7).

~Do ll ald Grabam, Keeper, 01 tile Lighl; A Hi, I/IIrJ0/ B, ili.1l Col" m' i, " LilJlllhrnun 'Illd
thei, Kupe" (Madeira P ark. DC: Hatbo"" l OBS): &lidLi, lIf, of lile I II, ide Pa lllJ,e: A Hi, fur,
01 B, ili,h Col"m' i.." Li,llI holu u GIld Ihn ,. Keeper, (Madeira P lt k. DC: Harholr, 1 03(\~



my nrnval in their a reas. I mentioned that l would telephone each of t hem when

I reac hed the ir respect ive town. The int erviews were to be conducted in August

to gi ve the ligh tkeepere time to prepa re for my visit and to respond to my let t er .

My brother , Derry, had planned a holid ay trip to Newfoun dland that A ugust and

hi' goncrcualy offered to act as my cha uffeur a nd compa nion fo r the excursion- a

colI\" ,lIient reason for scheduling my fieldwork during th at mont h.

Receivin g no word from them, we under took our journey as planne d in ea rly

August. My brother and I were warml y welcomed by the ligbtk eepers a nd their

wives aLecch stop. Usually D erry accompanied me to the doorst ep an d

introduced himself; oceasiona lly he wo uld step inside for a cup of tea eit her before

or arte r the in terview AS a gest ure of good will. The interviews lasted ab out one

to two hour s and in most eases the wives were present and took an active part. I

p tcpnr~d a list of questions Icr the int erview a nd kept them handy bu t not too

obt r usive. I wanted to maintain a degr ee of for mality at first , yet I wan ted the

infor mants to reel com fortab le with m e. Althou gh I kept t he int erviews mostly

conrtncd to th e topic of lightk eeping, I became aware of how inte resting each

person's lire was as I scanned through photographs and listened to ta ngential

narr a tives regarding episodes of pre- a nd post- ligbtkeeping days.

Event.nelly, my thesis topi c evo lved from a generaJ study of the t en

ligh t.keepers ' occupatio nal narratives to an ora l life history of an individu al

keopor. I discovered that it was virt u a lly impossible to apply the established

thco retleal pre mises of occupatio nal narrative research to a life that so

dram atically combined work an d fam ily exper iences. After some delibe ration, I

decide d to focus my study on Albert W akeley. The interv iew with Al bert and

Aver il was the most successful. afford ing me mo re insight into their pe rsonalli ·..es

than the ot her accounts. T heir enthusiasm, ge nerosity and since rity imp ressed



As I listened to the tapes, I became aware of the key role Averil played

during the session. She contributed a significant portion of the aoswers,

comments and narratives that evening and supplied spedfic information such n

dates and names when Albert paused to recoiled them. Averil and Albert sha red

many experiences in their lifetimes which helped shape the narrat ion of their

stories. Thus, I decided to focus on both Albert and Averil u the subjeds of a

life history study.

Clearly, there is eecpe for fu,th er research into the lives of lightkeepees and

their families. In addition, the subject of dyads merits further investigalion. A,

Elliott Orlng has observed, a dyad is · s more or less enduring intera ction between

two individuals who primarily relate to one another as persons rathe r than Il.9

occupants of social statuses.· S Albert and Averil Wakeley lorm a dyad in this

sense and have developed a body of shared tradition in their many years togeth er,

Dyadic folklore has only recently been addressed, with emphasis beiIJS:placed on

folk speech and ritualist ic beh,),viour,G To date, littl e atten t ion has been paid to

dyadic lire history narrat ives. [ hope this st udy will contribute to the relatively

small body of information OD this topic.

Interest in the life history as a distinct area of study within the discipline of

folklore has been growing steadily since the early 1070,. In 1075, Linda Degh

issued the seminal work, People in the Tobauo Belt: Four Li vu ,7 an

~lIil)tt Orinl ' "Dyadic Trad ition., · Jov>1fJl 0/ Folk/or , RtftfJ~cli 21 (11I84J: 10. l~~ pal"
19-28 tor full :lf ticle.) For aDot htr diaeuuioll on tb ia topic see RClina Dcndill , · Marmo«., Mf'md ,
and Marmoset: Fll rtb~ r Researcb 011 tbe Folklore or Dyada, · Wc,ltr n FollclClre 46 (Ju l)', 111871:
171·01.

~ar all illterf'$tilll ~urn lll:lti(;n or a Newtoulldb.Dddyad k r~l lt i<lnR hlp ~e Gl!u .ld 1... Padua,
"'Tbe First Day tbd I Thoulbt of It Since I Got Wed': Reie~~btioD and Sible r Statua in a
Newfoundland O ..tport ,· Wut er.. FoIk/orc SS (1076): 100-22.

7Lind a Di l h, PCI1p/c i .. l/a ToboCC'O BclI : Four Li" CI , Cuadiu Cent re for Folk Culturl!
Stvdies, MereuI}' ~tjq, Pa~r 11<0. 13 (OUawa; Nat ion l Muwum of Mall, 11l75).



unpr ecedented presentation ot four complete and unedited lite history text3

accompanied by her analyses and interpret ations. A significant number ot lire

history related studies have been submitted as theses by tolklore students at

Memorial Uuiversity ot Newfoundland or published by the Department of

Folklore at that university.s

All int erviews were recorded on Sony LNX and Scotch AVX sixty minute

cassette tepee. The recording equipment used was a Sony 110 tape record er with

an external microphone. Th e tapes are on deposit at the Memorial University ot

Newfoundland Folklore and Language Archive (MUNFLA) under the accession

number 86-001. Eleven tapes contain interviews with Albert and Averil Wake ley

and hnve the MUNFl.A identi fication numbers C IOQSo-C l OOQO. Interviews witb

nine other lightkeepcrs are featur ed on sixteen tapes with the MUNFLA

ldcntificano n numbers C IOQQI·Cl1003 and 0 11024-C ll026.

In direct quotations, I refer to the interview by its corresponding MUNFLA

idcnt ifiention number. Speakers are denoted by thr ee initials as follows: Alber t

W('sley Wnkcley=AWW, Averil Avis Wakeley= AAW, Patricia Lynne

Fliltor.=PLF, Robert Derry Fulton=RDF. T wo dashes signify that the speaker

8Thes~ on aspects 01 life bistory written by folklore st udents at Memorial Uaiversity Iaelude:
Hichrd S. T allm an, ' The Ta ll Ta le Traditio n and the Te ller: A Biograpbical-Context ua l Sludy or
a Shl f)·teller. Robert Cofm ofDlom idon, Nova Seo~ia, " Pb .D. ~hesjs, Memoria l U, 1974; Martin
J. Lo vetsee, "T he Life HistofYof a Dorset Folk Healer : The reneee ee or Persona liLy on tbe
Mmlifira tion of a Tu.di tional Role," M.A. thesia, Memorial U, 1075 aed ' The Pre~lIt at ioll of
!'ulk life in the BioAraphies and Autob iographies or Eaglisb Rural Workers,· Ph.D. tbes ill,
Memorial U, J{/83; Monk a. Morrisoll, " 'Small Boy ill Small Tcwa': All.ladividua l'. Respons e to the
Study of ll is 0 "' 0 Life,' M.A.lbesis, Memorial U, 1977; alld Alisoll J. Kahil, "The Jew. of St .
John 's, Newfoundlaad: A Rhetoriea l Approach to a Commua ity Auto biogra phy, - M.A. tbesis,
Mrm nrial U, 19S4. The Departm..ot of Folklor e ba.& publi&b..d tbe following auto biograpbies:
Vidil r Butler , The Li!lI ~ Nor-dEII~ t Cf': Rmlini~cence.. 01 a Pfacmlia Bayman , ed. Wilfred
w. w ee..bam, MUNFLA Puhlications; Commun ity St udies Series No. I (St. John's: Memoria l U,
t 075) and Aubrey M. Tinard. On Sloping G,.ound: Reminiscence.. (II Outpwt Ule in N(ltre
Dame Ball, N rwl(lundlBnd, ed. J .D.A. Widdow!o D, MUNFLA Publication!; CommuD i ~y St udie!
Srril's No. c (St. John's: MemoriaIU .1979} .



stops talking or is interrupted. Inaudible words are indicated by the phrase

"unclear word s placed within brackets . Per formance features such as laughter,

voice modulation and gestures are indicated within parentheses. Emphasised

words are italicised. Inte rjections, comments and questions by the interviewer(s)

are placed in parent heses arter the speaker' s initials. Where quotes are edited , an

ellipsis represents deleted words or passages. In cases where it is necessary to

ensure the anonymity of individuals mentioned in the text, a lett er placed in

single quotatio n marks is substituted for the person's name, e.g., 'X'.

The thesis is divided into six chapters including this introduction . In the

next chapte r , I present an account of my fieldwork experiences with the

Wakeleys. Chapter Ill discusses some theoreti cal perspectives in life history

studies and my observations on th e themat ic content of Albert and Averil

Wakeleys' lire histories. Part of the chapt er is devoted to biographicnl sketches

.....hich incorpornte quotations from the inter views. A typology of the Wakeleys'

lire history narrative s is introduced in Chapter IV as a means of organising and

presenting the wide range of stories in their repertoire. A brie~ outline of

alt ernate categories proposed by other scholars which bear significantly on the

Wakeleys' na rra tives is included at the end of the chapter. Chapter V presents a

theoret ical framework for an analysis of the Wa.keleys' narratives and examines

the social and personal values and atti tudes in the stories. Performance features

will also be considered with regard to how they aid the conveyance of vallies and

at tit udes. A summary and conclusion are presented in Chapter VI.



Chapter 2

Fieldwork

This cha pter pr-esents an accoun t of my fieldwork experiences while

collect ing the life histo ry narratives of Albert and Averil Wakele y. Th ese

exper iences ar c drawn from four visits with the couple held in l QS2·83 and 1985 .

Th e meeting s were se t at th ree locations , T empleman (Bon avista Bay),

Maeystown (Burin Penin sula) and Cent reville (Bcnavista Bay) at the Wahlers '

respective ho mes and each last ed from one to three days .

I have orga nised the cha pter by describing each visit unde r its appropriat e

hra ding. A summary and analy sis of my collect ing experience are pr esented at

the end of t he chap te r .

2.1. F irat I nter-stew, August 9, 1982 , T emple man , Bcnev let e Bay

~ l y brot her, Derry , and I reached the bo rne of Alb ert and Averil Wak eley

on t he outskirts of T empl eman on Augu st 9th , 1982. I telephon ed them in th e

nfl.' rnoon from Wesleyville, a nearb y town , and arranged to int erview Albert at

home at seven o'clock tha t evening. Arr iving as sched u led, we were greeted by

lite Wakcl eys at the entrance or their neatly kept three-story house. Derry

embarked 0 n a tour o f the surrounding area aft er arrangement s were mad e Ic r

him 10 piek m e up at 0:30 p. m. T he W akeleys were anx ious tha t he return ea rly

enou gh so we could all have an informal cha t an d refreshments.



The interview was held in the living room. Averil and I sa t on the sofa and

Albert sat opposite me in an easy chair. The tape recorder was placed oa the

coffee table betwe en Albe rt and me. I held in my lap a notebook which contained

the list of questions. Be fore the interview began I discussed my thesis rosearch

and my family backgrou nd. These discussions enabled us to relax, get a,:qulLinled,

and establish commonalities. When I learned that Averil was a war bride from

Norwich, En gland , I mentioned that I was born in England as well and bad

tra velled through Norwich on occasion. Albert t hen revealed th at he had joined

the navy during World War D and had beeo posted in England. I responded that

my Cather had also been in the navy an d that I was horn while my family WM

statio ned in England . Similarly, when I told them that Derry was a logger blL~\!d

in Brit ish Columbia, Alb ert mentioned tbat he had done some logging locally in

his early years. These exchanges helped us huild a framework of shared

experiences Cra m the outset and eventually influenced my decision to select both

or th em as th e subjects of my thesis research.

Initinlly Albert Celt uncomfortabl e with the idea of a tape recorded

interview. I expl ained, however, that by using a tape recorder I could captu re

everything we said and could then transcribe th e interview l'trbalim. Moreover , I

could oat possibly writ e down all the informati on that he would give me, milch

less remembe r it at some later dale.

Although this explanation satisfied him, th e presence or the tape recorder

posed problems that evening. I was inwardly di stra cted by the pcssiblity 'lra

tape running out while we were speaking (it did on thre e uecasions] Of that I

migbt have to tu rn a tape over during one of Averil or Alhert '~ narratives and

thereby disrupt the now of the story (th is happ ened twice). At times Albert

seemed to be consciously performing in a formal manner. This was made obvious



'0

after we concluded two ho urs or taped interview . At this point Derry returned to

the house and joined us in the living room whileAv eril wen t to th e kitchen to

prepare a snack. These two events signaled tbat th e interview bad unofficially

come to a dose. However, it was clear that Albert wasstill in the moodfor

tnlking so , after a momen t's hesitation, I put II. third tape into tb e recorder and

sta rted th e machin e. The interview proce eded as before e xcept t bat Derry took

pnrt. A lber t directed his narrative! and commentary tow a rd both my brother

nnd me and Derry responded by supplyin g an cee asioaal " Hmm'" or a question.

When A veril returned to the living room with mementos t rom their ligbtk eep ing

d nya-n s nJcty valv e from the ho rn mechan ism and a brass blinker-the ta lk

became informal a nd grud uully tu rned into two se pa rate conversa tions. Averil

and t di sc ussed var ious ph otographs while Albert and Derry talked about

lightkccplng and a recent person al exper ie nce the former had io Templeman.o

Shortly af ll'r th e t ape w as finish ed Alber t mentioned that he preferred I no t use

the tape for my th esis sinc e be felt it contained items which were Dot pertinent to

t he interview. Ilis WIlies t presen ted me witb a dilemma. On ODe hand the tape

d id eont.nin information pertinent to my th esis, ye t J did not wish to violate any

t rust between us . I reso lve d the situat ion by exp la ining th at I wo uld place a

fl..~t r ic t ion Oil th e tape and its tr anscript. when I de posited it along withthe others

ra l,MUNFI,A.

Ou r visit e nded a t npproxim ntely 10 :30 p.m . Averil and Alb ert generously

invited us 10 stny overnight and when we declined they t o ld us to be certain to

visit them again if we were in the area.

{lFot t' " Iudy or fam ily photograph " Ibums see Pauline J. Ct~nh i ll, °RKord , Commua icalioll,
Enlrrtainmrnt: A F unctional Studyor Two Family P~nlo&rapb Colledinol in St . Jnho'5,
Ntwr"ltndbnd.' M .... . th~is . M~morial U 01New rnuDdli\od, tgSO, 58-83 .
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W hen my co unts wert comple ted I calledAl bert in JanuAry I UI83 &1 his

DtW borne in Ma r1slowD on the Burm Peninsula. li e officially reti red from

ligbtkee pinl! in O ctober 1082, an d shortl y the-red te r moved to Mar ystowD with

Anril to beeloe e r 10lour of the ir child r en who r eside th e re _ith their la m ilie.

A1but seemed p leased tb at I ca lled eed w e chat t ed brien y sbout their mov e to

Mary-slown. I explained that I b ad cban ged my tb n is topic digh tly aDd, s ince he

and Aver il were to be t he main subjects, ' was in te rested ill zathering mo re

details a bout t heir !iyct' . They were bot h williDg to tnke part in my ' l'Search end

we decided to m eet for an inter view in ea rly March .

2.2. Second Vi sit , April 18 -21, 1983, M a r )'lItowD , Bu r in Penin sula.

I a rrived at the w e keleys ' home in Menetcwn et approximately six c 'eloek

in the evening aft l.'r .l th ree-end-a-half hour bus ride. Ave ril walked to t he roll,1

in ~he r ain and fog to m eet me. I was in stanlly w elcomed and us hered ba ck to

tbeir home, a bright ye llo w trail er situa t ed amids t Sl.'ver:'I.I, imil3.r dwd lings in :I

newly de veloped area overlooking a bay . Alber t was in the living room watching

television with h is daughter, Vio let, her infallt SOD, Christopher, and his

grandd a ughter, Avis. Il l.'rose t o greet m e as we ca rne inside, We 5hook b:lnd'l

warmly and em barked o n a lively dscuss ion of the wlOather, the bus ride nnd their­

newsu rroundin gs. I ga ve them a beteb of home made coo kies which I had baked

especia lly for t h e visit and they seemed t o app rec ia ~e th e gellure . The W akele)'!'!

orrered me some supper but I was not hu ngry; inst ead we all bad a cup of tea nnd

eoutinu ed our co nversa tion. We talked about ou r IMt visit , ~ he universit y , and

myfam ily. Alb ert proud ly showed me h is eertif ica tes of service Crom the COllllt

Guard , issued a ft er I bad visited them in Templem an. T bey were framed and

bung o n a wall in thll'k it chen. Albert also showed me a spll'Cial album or
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photograph s taken the day he officia.lly retired (rom the lighthouse on Oebct

Island. Clearly, he wan ted to show me these items, whi ch I had not previously

seen, because they represented a par t of his lire in a concr ete way. He appeare d

animated and eager to tell me a story about each or them .

As I looked at t he photograph s and certificates and listened to Albert 's

description s of them , I was over come by a sense orambivalence. l Celt pulled by

the desire to engage in a natu ral, spon taneous convers a t ion with him and by the

desire to record th e informat ion . Th is was a. consta nt dilemma rot me throughout

my fieldwork. T he conflicting desires paralleled the confl icting roles I had

:l-~s 1trn l!d , that of guest and that or researcher at the \Vak eley borne.

Prior to the secon d v;;;it, after some deliberat ion , I decided to acce pt th e

Wnhley~ ' otter to sta y wltb t hem in their hom e while conduc ting my fieldwork .

My previous supervisor, Dr. Lawrence G. Small, bad w arned th at this

nrrnngmncnt adds st ress to Iieldworke rs by thoroughly immersing them in the

liVt'S of their informants. I considered the stress facto r before the second visit bu t,

uhimn n-ly, I decided to stay with the Wakeleys. I reso lved th at if my fieldwork

were 10 he s uccessful, 1would have to adapt to situa tions as they arose and, abov e

all, accept. t he limita t ions imp osed by the type of stud y I had undertak en.

we nr-rnngod to hold th e interview on th e evening of Tu esday Apr illQth as

it was expect ed to be a relatively quiet time, free from interru pt ions, During the

tin)' Albert and Averi l had er rands to run, workers were scheduled to pu t siding

on their tra iler, and fnmity members and friends were likely to visit them .

The inter view. which co mmenced around nine p.m ., bega n awkwa rdly. At

rirst Albert responded to my questions in an overly general manner, summa rising

his life in a few minutes. Alter Albert concluded , be joked to Averil tha t it was

now her t.urn to tell her lire history. Disappointment swept over me. Albert
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appeared to be a (at di fferent pe rson tha n the loquacious mall I int erviewed t he

previous summer.

I felt compelled to provide Albert with a cbrcnologicel stnt ting point as II.

means of allevia ting an y interv iew tcnsions,lO I pressed fur ther with questio ns

concerning bis early life and family background. My questi oning seemed to (o:;tl!r

in Albert a dependence on me to supply a chart ed course for him to follow . As

the inte rview progressed be rela xed significantly and oc casionally rill l't! his

respo nses wit h narrative and lengthy description. In addition, Albert took more

directive control, particula rly when aspects of his working Ufe were broached.

At ten p.m. the t ape ran out, bringing the interview to a close. " Ibl,tl hnd

relaxed considerably toward th e end and was looking forward to continuing our

discussion the next day .

T he next evening at 7:30 p.m., I set up the tape rec order in the SaRII'

locati on ns the previous night. Albert proposed to Averil that she ~ pe:\ k Iwrore

him, indicating that he would be ready for bis interview once Averil finished hers.

Averil graciously accepted his proposal. I was somewha t surprised at AIt)l'r t'~

deferment yet I suspe cte d that he felt be needed more t ime to prepare ror hla

interview and that he would be bolstered by the precede nce of Averil's session.

By eight o'clock we Were ready to begin the intervi ew. Averil did not wail

for me to ask a quest ion; instead she embarked on a lire history. approximately

eight minutes in length, in which she sketched the years from her childhood to the

present dny. From th ere I directed ber by asking qneeucn s based on the

lnrormeucn she ga.veme.

IOMy impulse to collaborate witb AI~rt at t ba~ par ticular lime ftuu eal.lltbat the Waktl"YB'
Darn .liYe! are a lif" bi!tol')' inatnd or a Iif" &to'7 or · r.elf",:oDtained fiction,' .. dd in"d by J"ff
Todd Titce in bis article, ' Tbe Life Story,' Journal 0/ Amtl'ican F olklore 03 (11180): 276-292.



At the conclusion o f Averil's interview, we had I sho r t break dur ing which I

la belled tapes and prepa red the tape recorder for the next session. Albert

appeared calmer lind mo re ronrid ent than be had tb e previo us eve n ing. Wh en I

st.n ted the machin e he leuaehed in to a protracted oarrative abou t bis serv ice in

the Royal Navy and his e ar ll lean at pumn Island. The re were few

interru pt ions. Albtort was lIS tho ro ughly involved in his sto rytelling as we were in

list,·ning to it. The brier interval in which I turned over t he tape was only a

minor distraction and he proceeded with great alacrity fro m where be left ofr.

Unfortun,1td y, a. rainstorm caused a power failure to prematu rely end the

interview whilc Albllrt was nar ra t ing. By th e time the po wer was restored Albert

hnd lost the intN l.'St and moment um he dlsplnyed earlier , indl catlng to me that he

had talked as milch as he could fo r one night.

I awoke enrly to ent ch the p re-arrang ed taxi ride bac k rc St . John's. Over

('o n l'('. " 11I('rt, Aver il lind I discussed the possibility or ano t her visit during the

eomiog sum mer and it W 3.'l agreed that I would telephone th em in adv ance to

ee nfirm a mutually conve nient tim e. I ment ioned that I wished to record th em as

t hey des erlbed the eonte n ze or t he ir photogr aph albums which r ha d brieny eeea

h('rorl:".

2.3. Third Visit, September 3-5, 1983, Mar)'stown, B urin

P cnlneute

In Inle Aug ust I telephoned t he Wakeleys as planned . We d ecided to meet

du ring the Labour Day W eekend-abe evening of Sat urda y Septem be r 3rd until

th o morning of Monday S epte mber 5th. I arrived on the Sat urday evening . By

now I knew the route to th eir ho me and provided t he tax i d river with det a iled

di rections. Alber t, Averil . Violet and Christo pher had jus t finished supper and I
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jo ined th em for a cup of tea . Th e evening was spe nt visitin g with th em, seve rn]

o f their children. and some neighb our s. Th e atmos phere was eunvivial,

resembling an informal party held both fo r the waning days of sum mer and for

AJbert 's bi rthday the rollowing week. I was pleased at how readily th e Wake ler _

included me in t heir circl e of family and fr iends and bow o u r relat ion ship waa

becoming much firmer with each meeting.

Th e next day I helpe d Aver il prepare the noon dinne r and sho rtly dter we

bad eate n, their eldest so n Bill, his wife, Ju lie, and their da ug hter, Coneua,

a rrived for a Sunday visit. We t a lked for about ball-an-hour before I informed

A lbert and Aver il that t wished to record them 88 they dcsc rjbed th e photographs

in the living room and kit c hen.

T he session proved profita b le but so mewhat hectic. C onetta and Violet

went to Pa uline's house n earby bu t Bill and Julie remained and sat with the

Wahleys and me around the kitc hen table , We discussed no t only an assortme nt

o f displayed photographs , but also Albert's war meda ls, a wooden heart-shap ed

p laque bea ring the names or the W akeley ramily members , A vcnl'e spoon

collection , a stuffed otter , and va r ious tro phies bestowed o n the fa m ily.

Alth ough r initiated most o r the discussions by refer ri ng to pa rtic ular

ph otograph s or objects , A veril siguiflce nrly participate d in th is regar d ;\S well,

AJbert, generally, cont rib uted to t he discussions but did not initia te them.

T he next evening we met sho rtly art er eight p.m. The interv iew lasted two

hours and was wit hout m ajor dis t ractions , Pauli ne arrived lor a bri ef v i.~i t du ring

t he session and sa t quietly listenin g to us, Albert 's partici p at ion in the inter view

equalled that 01 his wire, a lthough he intimated severa l times that we had seen all

t he necessa ry photograph s before reaching the end of the a lbums. T he inter view

ended at 10:30 p.m. We r etired lor the night earlier tha n usual as Albert planned

to set out fIShing with a fr iend before dawn.
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I shared breakfast with Averil after awake ning at eight o 'clock on Monday

morning. The taxi a rrived an hour later and Averil urged me as we pa rted to

keep in touc h and plan to vi sit them again.

2.4 . Fourth Visit, Aug ust 18-18, 1985, Ce n t reville, Bonavista Bay

I did not visit t he wekeleye for almost another two yea rs despite severa l

thwarted attempts. When I called t hem in ea rly Ju ly 1985, I W I15sur prised to

Jearn that t hey had moved (r om Mar ystown to Cent reville, Bonevista Bay, Dot far

from Templeman. Averil told me that they felt cram ped for spa ce in the tra iler

court and had missed the regi on in which they had lived for so many years. Th e

ro npie WIL'I pleased to hear fr om me and seem ed exc ited that I wanted to visit

again . Sla t ing that I wanted to find out more aoout th eir experiences at the light

st a tions and their lives in su bsequent years, I made arrang emen ts to visi t them in

mid-August .

Averil and AJbert gave me a wa rm welcome when I arrived on F riday

,\ ugust 16th . The t.irree or U 9 spent th e even ing getting re-ec quainted and I was

given a lour of the ir new horn e. The next day they suggested we ic -trner to

G rcenepond Mler o ur noon dinner to meet Albert 's aunt, Doris Jerrett, and he r

hu sba nd, John , and to view Pullin Island which lies approximately a mile from

the CO:L~ t l\ l community . One visit with Doris and John lasted approximately an

hou r-aad-a-halr . I was hosp it3b ly wel comed into their borne and $OOD discovered

that they knew of me and my study through Albert and Averil. While having tea

in the kitche n, the couples de scribed their fa mily ties and genealogical details of

Albert's fam ily. As the Jerretts esco rted us to the car, Doris told me that they

enjoy ed the visit and hoped I would return with Albert and Averil to see them

again .
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That eveciu g. hack at the Wake ley home , we conducted our final inte rview

as scheduled. T he atmosphere during the hour-and-a-halt session was m arkedly

diffe rent than in the p revious int erview s at Ma rystown. The re wer e no

dist rac tions and Albert wa., so relaxed be stretched out on tbe so CII. ior th e first

hou r. Averil sat beside him and I ad erose-leggedon the carpet across (rom them.

The ta pe rec o rder was placed o n the co ffee tab le between us. adore th e

intervi ew began , Ave ril reminded Albert of the interview two ye a rs ear lier in

which be bad talked with virt u ally no interrup t loas. Al bert repli ed tha t the

sit ua t ion had been un ique and th at he doubted the possibili ty o f a repeat

performa nce. Nevert heless, Albert talked a gre at deal duri ng th e final inte rview

while Averil directed much o r its cou r se. Th ere were ma ny nar rati ves ab out thei r

experiences at the P uffin Island LightboU511, in particular, eouce mio g th e activities

of their child ren.

Albert appeared restless la ter in the inte r view an d on a number o f oeeasio ns

decl ared that there was nothing more to tell or that I bad heard everytbing they

bad to sny. He left the room once and changed positions sever a l times which

necessitat ed alt ering the direction of th e microphone. Averi l was more compliant,

asking me at one point it there WlLS a n ything else I wanted to k now and remaini ng

attentive throughout the session . The interview lost its (OCUS when we began

discus sing the couple's retirement years and [ decided to stop t he recor-din g Ilt

tha t junctur e. The next dey I thank ed the w ekeleye Ior their co-oper a t ion and

hospi tality a nd promised to ke ep in touch with them, a promise th at ( have kept.
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2.5. Negotiations of Rapport

Th e pur pose of my first visit with th e Wakeley! was to ob tain CromAlber t

specific information ccneerntng the occupatio n 01 lightk eeplng. I used a directiv e

approach, as king Alhert a list of questio ns and giving him a cha nce to .elabora te

through nar rat ive and lengthy descri ption. Averil parti cipat ed in and contribu ted

to t he discussion as well. Having made tb is important contact with t he Wakeleys

nnd tak ing into account the couple's ent husiast ic rendering of th eir experiences at

th- light house st ations, I decided t( change my topic to a lifo: history st udy. In

accorda nce, I changed my met hodological ap proach, obtaini ng informa.t ion

through open-ended or non-di rected interviews following the adv ice of scholars-.

Linda Dcgh and Marti n Lovelace, ..rnoag othe rs-who advocat e using th is

collecting met hod for Iclklore-besed life histor y reeeerch.' ! T he open-ende d

approac h, used in two subsequent visits, met with varying degrees of success.

Albert , given t he opportunity to recount his life history, demonstrate d a

tem pora ry loss of composure at the ou tset and I, too eagerly, perha ps, provided

him with a chronological sta rt ing point in or der to resolve t he uneasy situ ation .

As a result , successive inte rviews with bot h Albe rt and Averil were co nducted

\I1i1ising loose chronological Crnmeworks, ea d whenever possible, genera l questi ons.

Alth ough thi s wna not the idea l approach, it seemed best under the given

circumstan ces an d conditions.

Th ere were othe r lectors which influenced the direction and ou tco me of th e

interviews. The presence of vario us family members during some of t he sessions

II Lind", D~ lIh, People in the Tobacco Belt: Four Livu , Calladiaq Ce llt~ Icr F<;I11tCu l ~u re
Stlldjr~, Mr tcur r Srtie~, P~ p,er no. 13 (OUawa: NalioDal Muaeum orMao , 1016) vii; Marl in
J. Lovelace, "T be Lift 1Ii , ~orr as an Ora l Narra tive Genre," Paprrl ! rort/ th e ~I h Annulil
C/,"grc~ ~ o! l he ClIIl4di41l Elhllology Soddy, ed. Richard J. P tesWII (Otta wa: Nat iollal Museuml
n("allada,l{) i81 214.



19

distracted both the Wakeleys and me. Albert' s degree of involvement in the

intervi ews was , at times, dependent 011 and coloured by the mood be was in.

Th ere was int erference [t o( ,l externa l sources such as the telephone and power

failur e. According to Linda Degh, it is essential that the recording of a lire

hist ory be conducted:

...in the context of its cultura l environment so that the teller feels
comfortab le enough to spea k freely. without inhibitions.I '1

In order to record the Wakele ys in t heir cultural environment , it W 8S often

necessary for me to adapt to new sets of unpredic table circumstances. Gerald

L. Pocius has said that fieldwork invo lves a "continuous negotiation of

ra pport . • 13 My efforts to ada pt to the home milieu within and outside the

int erview sit uatio ns, and th e Wakeleys' attem pts to purvey appropriate

informat ion a nd provide hospitable surroundings involved such negotjatlons.

When I first contacte d a nd visited the wekeleys in 19S2, I was, as Michael

Ag ar descr ibes, a "professional slra nger, · u a resear cher (rom the university who

su ddenly ap peared at the thr eshold o r the ir world . The ract th at the WBkeleys

readily and generously accepted me into t heir home grndnally changed my initial

role of resear cher/gu est in to the dua l role or resear cher/ gue:;t and friend . Our s

dev eloped into the kind or relat ionsh ip for which I had hoped ; a relat ionship

wh ich Irequently tra nscended t he rea lm of my academic research , allowing me to

ga in a deeper insight into the couple's personalities.

1 3G~rald L. Pocius, 'Re5~ arcb Met bods " lecture, Memorial U0'New'ou odland, 28 0<:1. H181.

14Mitb ael H. Asa r, The Prr1/euional Sl ran,er: An Inlrtrmal ln lrr1l1uctj on to E IArlQgrapAy
(Ne w Yor k: Academic, 1980).
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Once J bad sur passed the level oraccepta nce and gained the Wakel eys'

trust , it became imperat ive t hat I estab lish an d maintain a code orethics to

govern the choice or material which wou ld be ind uded ill my study. & George

C arey roge1. tl1 sugg ests;

[The Colklori!ll t l...may need to cons ide r n cb ind ividual aDd com munity
with a n eye to exactly what de ed s public: exposure will have.1&

Many matters concerning health , family, finan ces, personal relationships and o ther

topics were discussed in conversat ion and I ma de explicit my int ent to keep th em

pri vate.

My deci sion to accept the Wakel eys' orrers to stay with them as the ir guest

WItS wellconsidered and ultimately, beneficial to me as a fleldworker. Despite the

overwhelming amoun t orinformation 1 had to absorb and the adapta t ions I had to

make, in time I was a ble to gain A better unders ta nding orthe Wakeleys' eult ura l

environment and my plaee witbin it .

I SGf"(I rl~ C;\ r~7 . "Tbf S tory tf l~", Art and lb~ Coll~lor '. IDlr\llioll," Foikl /lrf Toda, : II
Ft~/n:ltriff for Ricltar; M . Dor'(Ift, Pd. Lilld:aDilil. H~Dry GI_if, aed Felix J, Oio:&.e
IDlO()minl loa : Rtw;afCb Cn1fr for ~1I11l:lr;f aad S~mtotic: St\ldin, 19711)90.
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Chapter 3

The Life Histories of
Albert and Averil Wakeley

Th e bas ic st ructu re of any life history or oral autobiography is built upon

the reminiscences of t he informant. Its shape is dete rmined by t he informa nt

who, in a state of imagina tive recollect ion, interacts with the interviewer in

dyn amic inte rplay which is bound to a specific time and place. The life history is

comp rised of persona l experie nce na rratives, commenta ry and responses selecte d

by the inform ant , and questio ns and commenta ry initia ted by th e interviewer and ,

in some cases, memb ers of the listening audie nce.

What sets apa rt the ora l life bistory from its literary counte rpart, the

writ te n autobiog raph y, is the involvement of an external cata lyst , a researcher

who inst igates the interviews, collaborates with the informa nt du ring the

discourse, a nd interp rets til e outcome. However, much has been writte n on the

subject or literary autob iograp hy that is ana logous to t he oral lire history in term s

or the natu re or the genre, the narrator's selectio n of material and motives behind

the presentation.

T he lire histories or Albert and Averil Wa keley can be considered

thema tically. T hese themes reflect what the Wakeleys deemed impor tan t and

approp riate to reveal about themselves under the specific conditions of the rormal

intervie ws a nd inform al con versatio ns I had with them. To a certa in exte nt, the
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thematic content of the Wakeleys' lite histo ries adhe re to the suggestion of Linda

Ddgh that "wc rnea favor th e t hemes of first love, marriag e rit ual, intimate sexual

eclaticnships, child-rearing, family lite, and grievan ces and injusti ces.· In

contrast , men, in their storytelling, "prefer telling of heroic deeds, bow they

challenged and eventuall y beat up their bosses, a nd bow they excelled in milit ary

scrvice. · 16 Dcgb narrowed her focus to experienced storytellers. The Wakele ys

nrc not socia lly designated storytellers by definition and thei r choice of narrative

material was, to a degree, influenced by what they thought that I, a stranger ,

expected to hear . It is not unreasonable to assume that th e initial , cursory

Interview gave the couple a pre-set notion that my main interest was in

l i~htkeep i ng . Th e question of whethe r or not the nar row focus helped or hind ered

lhc subsequent lire history inter views is a ma tter of debate. However , it is argued

t hat a ny limitation to my meth odology was c rrset, if ne t eradi cated by lengt hy

Inllnw-up interviews and visits, duri ng which the ra nge of tonics was broadened

and a relationship of tr ust and familiari ty was established .

T he couple's sense of appropriateness and rul es of select ion are vital clues ill

I ltHI(' r~tan<l ing persona l and societal values and attitudes.17 The wek eleye'

reper toire was vast and reflected their long and full lives. They want ed, like

evorybcdy else, to show their best qualities, talk about their achievements, and

descr -i be int eresting and memorable events in thei r lives. Each life history

presentatio n is unique, det ermin ed by what t he informant wants to reveal to a

pnrtieulnr interviewer. This is done to meet the demands of the situation and

!6Lind 30Degh, "Folk N30rra l i.,e," FlJIklore lind FlJIkli!e: An Introduction, ed. Richard
M. pc rsce (Chbgo; U or Cbicago P , IIIT2) Til.

17u,vrla ce. "Tbe Life History:l.ll a o Oral Narra tin Geore, " PlJper~ f rom Ihe 4th AnnulIl
Conguu 0/ 'fI,c Canadiall EthPloiogy Society , ed. Richard J. Preetc n (Ott awa: Nalional
MUM'lIm, nr Caollda, tIl78 )2 :!O.
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sa tisfy what the informant feels are the interviewer 's expectations of him or her.

The Wakeleys knew that personal information wouldbe documented and placed

in the public domain. Th is bias must be considered as a factor in eny ASsumpt ion

made about their representations.

Th eir most pervasive theme was work and all of its ramirications. It

generated the most narrati ves and tactual det ails, su bsuming all other topics. To

a great exte nt it determined the "peu em of organi zation - 18 within the Wakeleys'

autob iographies. Albert's discussions focus on worki ng as a youth with his fath er

and on his own in isolated logging camps, his military service overseas during

World War n, and his 10Dg tenure as lightkeeper a t P uffin Island and Cabot

Island, Bona visra Bay. Th e importa nce or work in Albert 's lire is made evident

by the inclusion of exact dates, which marked the beginnings of new jobs (March

28, 1040 was the day he lert Canada Ior England to join the navy; he begnn his

iighlkeeping dut ies on Puffin Island on the 28th or June, UH6; he start ed his

Iightkeeping job at Cabot Island in December 1960). Without benefit of a log

book or wage chits during the interviews, Albert could summon exact memories or

wages he received in his early years or employment (in hi.'!' years logging, Alber t

made $53 a month for sharpening saws and had $360 in his pocket when he left

camp at ninetee n; Albert 's start ing salary at Putrin Island in 1\)46 was $54.8ll a

month; his promotio n four years later to pr incipallightkceper ea rned him $62 a

month.)Hl It is re inforced by such comments as:

ISr-ovelace. "Th e Life History" 217.

19l.ovelace oMerve s that in cral and wriUell ll.\Itobiographies or Eng l i~h rarmwolk erl th~ fir~t
waloe i, Iymbolicof cbtry into manbood and is always recalled. Martia J. Lovelace, · Oral and
Wrilleo Remle iaeenee: Aa Ora l Caaoa, · paper prclleated at tbe Ameriun Folklore Soddy Annual
Meetlag, Millnupolis, Odo ber 15, H182, 10.
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...when I was old eno ugh to work, I worked, I went....all l enjoyed was
working ...wben I was old enough to work....1 enjoyed the liCe with some
work to it...to ma ke a living. [Iij I [could] see how to ma ke a dollar I
would certa inly get at it. (CIOg83)

The informant's sense of chronology is another significant factor in the life

history. In Lovelace's view, it "t ends to be bound to his sense DCwhat is most

important in his Iife.· 2{) Altbough the non-directed interview app roach met with

varying success, result ing in my provision of a.ch ronologica l starti ng point for

some discussio ns, Albe rt 's condensed initia l account of his tire relat ed during my

second visit corresponds to Lovelace 's suggestion tbat

...it rnny be t ha t a speake r will not begin in what seem to be the
logical place , with a sta tement about his date an d place or birth, but
will go directly to a point or greater significance in terms or his

evaluation or his life experlenee.P!

Compact and precise chronology can be seen as another indicator or

impor tan ce. Of all Albert 's occupations, it appears that his milita ry experience

was the most memorable. The cla rity with which day to day events are recalled

under-lines the exotic singu la rity or this period , setting it apart from ot her phases

of his working lire which contai n more diUuse chro nologica l descriptions.

Averlt'e discussions dea l somewhat with work in the public secto r, limited

mostly to a few sente nces descr ibing her warti me work and her involvement in

community af fnirs, and one narrative concerning her employment as a

post mistress. It is inte resting to note t hat she, like Al bert, to ld me wha t her

sta rting and tinal s-teries were at the latt er jo b ($28 and $250 a month .] Most o r

Z°LoV~I~~, · Tb~ Lire History " 216-17.

2ILov~1ac:e. "T be Lire Histo", " 217.
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her discussions focus on her work within the home, the most fully described being

the years spent on Purrin Island during which the family lived and worked in

relat ive isolat ion.

Certain aspects of family life figure prominently in the Wakeleys' life

histories. For example, t he circumsta nces surro unding the couple's courtship and

the birt hs, activities and pranks orsome or their children are elaborated in some

detail.

Albert and Averil's port rayals of their respective childhoods stand in

contrast to those o r their adult years. In Albert 's case, details coneem ing Ilis

early yout h were often solicited by me. As a result , t hese descriptions are more

incomplet e than his recollections orwork experience. Averil provided more details

about her family thM did Albert but, overa ll, her memories of childhood are

similarly a miscellany of fael and impression. She st ressed that her early years

were happy and th at family lire was pleasant but there was • ...not too much in

[her] lifet ime growing up, only schooling...and j ust playing games.s Averil then

ment ioned that she "didn't think she could reca ll anything else unusual.

Everyth ing went along smoothly.... · (C l0984)

Although the Wakeleys may have been influenced by my init ial interest in

their years spen t lightkeeping, their emphasis on adulthood is significant. Roy

P ascal states tbat au tobiogra phical memories reflect experiences, events and

enacted thoughts and feelings involving "action aod decision. · 22 Action and

decision are capa bilities bette r realised in adulthood than childhood.

Th e following section presents a biogra phica l perspective of Averil and

Albert' s lire histories which utilises autobiographica l information conveyed

22Ro)' PlllIcal, Duign and Truth in Autobiograp ltll (London: Rout lt dgt k Ktla o Paul. 1IlOO)
186.
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through interviews and eoeversatioae. Th is representat ion iJ drawn from personal

(:acl.. revealed to me by the Wakeleys in narratives, ecmmeata ry and responses to

questions. It serves to introduce the couple to the ru der and provide background

informa tion tor their lire history ueera tlves in t he next chapter.

3.1. Albert Wakeley: Ea r ly Lif e

Albert Wesley W:a.keley was boro September 6, 1920 in Sare Harbour, a

small rlShing e utpo rt a l t he bead of Bonavis ta aay 00 the nort heas t coas t or

Newfoundla nd. He was the eldest or t wo boys in a family or six, th e children of

parents whose lives were rooted in the remote region orrocky -oves and islands

first set tled by Britis h and Irish immigrants in the la tt er half or t he eightee nth

ccnlllry.23

Like e thers who sett led in th e area , Albert's ance sto rs, who came to

Newfoundla nd Irom EnglllDd, relied on the n a tor surviva l. His ma terna l

grand father was a r15her rnJl. n ha rned Mosie Ja nes wbo, along with many men in

the r('(ion , went 10 the wat ers o rr Labrador tor hi! eatehes.Z4 Hi'J grandtather's

occu? Jl. t ional k nowledge and skills were learned traditionally, shar ed among t he

men in the commun ity. AJbert remembers bim as a man who built and cap ta ined

his own schoon ers, despite buing had "no [rorma l) ed uca tion at a ll. " (C lOO83)

Alber t hILS very tew memories of his patern al grand father. His paternal

gran dmot her, however , was renowned in the Sate Harbou r area as a practit ioner

of folk medicine and was classed as an uncertified "doctor " who would gat her

Z3Joha FelthDm, Th~ ,~,.."d . 0/ Bo.... vi~t .. (St . Joha '. : Har ry c~rr. 108al 2.

2.IFor . iolt.orkal diK ... ioDODIll. Labrador fillhery, "" E. R. Snry , G. M. Sl.ory llIld
W. J. Ki".in, Tilt Avofcm Pm in l1lllJ 01 N..,/ oundllJnd: A" Et hno-Lingui. lit: St .d, (Ott awa.;
Nation l Mun m of Cau d a, Igu) 29-33.
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" herbs b orn the &,ou nd...s teep them out and .eure sid :.n('SS. - IC 1OO83j25

Albert ', mothe r, Pauli na Janes , was born in S:l.(e Harbour: his (alher, Danie l

Wakeley came (rom nea rby Cand le Cove. a eommuuity the n inhabi ted by two

Iemilies but , like Safe Har bour, late r aba ndoned. T he Wakeley family eventually

moved to Sale Har bour where Daniel met and mar ried Pa ulina Janes . Th e couple

followed typical marital role patterns of early t.wentieth century Newfoundland.

Daniel Wakele)' supported his family by working as a logger and fisherman and

his wife helped him wash and dry fIShor - make the fish - (C IOl)83j and me neged

their home.26 Th eir tirst child, G race, died in infancy. A second da ughter , Helen,

was followed six years la ter by Al bert and then lsnne, Anni e and Effie.

In the 10209, Safe Harbour was an ac tive and se lr·surricient community.

Albert's memor ies o r it are vivid. N a boy, he kept 0. close watch a ll. the nine

resident fishing schoone rs which were ancho red in tbe harbour. F ishermen from

Safe Harbour regul arly went to Labrador and broug ht back I three and fo ur

thousand quintals of rasb l (CI OQ83) lor pr eparation before shipment to rnarkels in

St. John's.

T he Wak eley hom e stood at the l edge or th e water - (CIOQ83I. an

advl1nta geous posi tio n in such communit ies where tb e barbour was the cent re of

activi ty .27 The community as a whole, however, lived with out the ameni ties

afforded by those in larger cent res.

2;;'or rd ern ce to Newrouodb od rolk menete e see Hilda Cbaulk Murray. MoreThan 511!6:
Womcm ', Lil e in GN ewf oundland Out port (St . Jobll" : Bru. kwal.er, 10701132-3.5.

U For a decript ioo or kin_hip aet worh aad (labial teclrllolo&J'ia a Newrouodlilftd lIutporl eee
James C. Far ia, Cat Har6fJur: A Newfoundl a nd F i,Ain, Sd ll emm l (St . Jolla' .: lalti tute of Social
alld Ecollornic RlHoearcb, Memorial U of NewrouDdlaad, I ~) 8+·110 ..d 215-36.

27SeeFaria, 36.
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[There wast not even a bike to ride, not even a radio to turn on,
because no one had any radio at them times. And you get the old wood
stoves and, I don't t hink t here was an y coal at th at time, not to buy
aroun d, you know, because you couldn't get any money to buy it, you
just bad to go in the woods and...get your wood . (CI09 85)

A lbert also remetnber s an absence orcars, running water and electricity . Instead ,

members orthe commun ity relied on more labour int ensive forms or technology,

such as kerosene lamps, wells and "outer toilets. " (C lO083) The re wer e no roads

in the Safe Harbour of AJbert's boy hood, only -3 lit tle footpath going around tb e

shore." (CIO083)

Obtai ning food also involved substa nt ial effort tor the residents orthe tiny

community. Diet stap les included fish and homegrown veget ables. It was

common for each family to ra ise a pig or a few goats to slaughter for winter

consum ption. "Ordin ary stu n - such as salt pork or bed was ava ilable to

custome rs at the local store, but items such as bacon were di fficult to obtai n

beCI111Se "th e people wouldn 't be able to afford to buy [them]." (C IOO83)

Despite the economic hardships in Safe Har bour , the Wakeley family was

content .

...we enjoye d the life at tha t time, you know...that's the best we could
do...there was nothing else we could see anybody else doing any
different th an what we was doing. (CI0 985)

T he Christmas season offered the community respite (rom t he rigours of

work. It was a special time of year for Albert. During t he week-long celebration,

he was allowed to ea t

...a bit or sweet cak e [withJ... a bit of molasses into it ..some jam tar t
[and]...maybe a ...halCa...peppe rmint knob. (elOD83)
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Th e residents or Safe Harbour took part in mumming, a calenda r custom

practi sed throughout Newfoundl and at that time.28

It it were a - fine night- Albert and his fellow mummers dressed up in old,

ragged clothes, put on "runny looking races · and spent the evening trom seven

until eleven o' clock visiting bcmee in the community . At each house th ey would

"r a p on the door and say...' Let the mummers in,' · followed by the question

• ...well, do you know met- after they were welcomed inside. As part or the

rit ual, th e mumm ers were offered some spruce beer or -a littl e drop orwine.·

'Moonshine' was available tor those considered old enough to drink alcohol but

Albert "never did go tor t ha t, · (CIOQ83)

Alb ert 's fami lial happin ess, however, was short-Jived. When he WllS seven

years old, his motber died at home of cancer.

I can remember her on her bed , yon know, before she died, how she
used to spea k to us...get us alongside of her. (ClOO83)

Th e deat h of Albert 's mot her marked a turn ing point in the lives of t he entire

Wakeley Inmily. From th at time, they would no longer live togethe r as a

complete unit. Albert and his fath er moved in with Alb ert 's aunt, Doris, and her

husband who lived on the island of Greenspond, th e second oldest sett lement of

Bonavista Bay l sepa rate d from the mainland by a tickle appr oximat ely one-t hird

of a mile wide.29 Isaa c moved to his sister 's home in Glovertown on the

28For a cllmprchcosive examination or mummiog &ft Herbert Halpert and G, M. Slory, ed~. ,
Chri slmu Mllmm ing in Newlo undl4nd; E U4Y' in Anthropology, Folklgre 4nd l1i ,/ gry
lTo roDto:Uor Tnrooto, IQ6913 4-tll .

2llFeltba rn 6.
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