







































































































































































... JUNE ¥, TiE BLESSING OF: THE SI:ED e e -
L E On thlS day the prlest went to the beaches and blessed
IS the boats ,¢W1ne ropes aseeds and"gny 1tem to be used for;t“,»
:Qi summer produat1on.} Many peopie turned out for thls. HI% was
- N s, .. -ﬂ-, Yo N -‘_.
_ﬁ*ﬁ. ~n:'f‘=¢ f:f; On th1s day glrls p%t the Nhlte of an egg in a glass E_}'
. }-.“ifiiuc of water and letuit stand 1n_the sun»ﬁor aWh11e.£”The sun
A would ﬂhke the egg‘whlte rlse in d1fferent shapes, These“ }}‘“
. f ~for example, egg
L f‘”,
' _é. }j'"'f 51‘~~Semet1mes eggs were bfoken and thrown by;
- ?':  ‘The'iuitlals of the f;rst pérépn to walk on themegﬁlwere the
’ {sfij'5~idftie§§ of the future husban$ )
R s'r JOHN'S DAY ™
T el Thls walelscovéfy

(2%

“Bonflrquay was
~ K .

R

tl:. 4

et x R
big(‘ _b’bn:_f- t;f;'ll"li“ght‘.‘- S

e
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wore‘dark clothes w1th a wh1te,sh1rtu During the'mass the .

. . . '-
» . . - . -

.
4 '

°annualé'Baner Duty:, that -is, at least once ‘take ‘the Sacrament
of_Pcnance and Blessed Eucharist.
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. 3
g . N 4
S . N ¢ -

.. “ . . s - AR . ’ ’

FIRST CE)MMUNION ST s

Each sprlng ynung ch11dren 1n Grade one made thelr
AN

Fdrsﬁ'Commuhlon, Glrls wvere dressed 1n all wh1te wh11e boys

’
L} '

. . - . ' ¢
' 1) -\. . B . - L4

parentslﬁeeeiVed Holy.Communion with the children. ‘This was' .a

- e ¢ 1

very speC1a1 event. and a happy occa51onw The ch11dren mak1ng

the1r Flrst Communlon recelved a h011day from school They~

’ ’ '

went V151t1ng thelr ne1ghbours, still dressed in, thelr Communlon

outflts and usually recelved small g1fts.f

2"

. lz . ’ '." ‘. '
CONFIRMATION Y e .

e, *e : ‘ D7
> : ¢ K . \

. ' ConflrmatiOn was held every\f1ve to six years. Chiidren

o0

wore the samc type outflts as when they recelved Communlon. "1t

was a very spec1al occa51on as 1t marked the V151t by the

R .

Archblshop whp arrlved in great spendour. He was 1n a beaut1fu1

»

e ), .

vcoach drawn by horseg HlS valet wore talls wh1ch 15 a claw

> <

'hammer coat and a top hat. Arches'with.designSQ bows, and -

welcomlng signs were erected at ‘the entrance to the harbour, RN

by the church and any other SUItable place.g The arch at the ﬂj??

;ientrance to theiharbour always had the words 'CAED MEADE FADLTA' )

9

meanlng 10 000 welcomes. People 11ned the‘roads,rdressed 1n ;ﬁr

e
_17
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BAZAAR - - . . - o | 9; A ?
| ' {

L’ There wcre ‘no garden part1es or falrs held but there:' . .

) . o
was always a bazaar. Women brought many homemade articles ”‘,»ay# I
and goods such as Jams, sweets, Rnlttlng, croché&xng, to the . L

Parlsh ha11 All these artlcles were sold W1th the proceeds Lt

301ng to the Parlsh There was a raffle but there were no - . .; .

prepared suppers as e haVe today at garden part1es. All -

= 1

money ralsed went to the prlest for use towards. parlsh

i

bu11d13 gs and functLonef ¢ t % .o _' B ;"l A B
LABOUR DAY .~ " " T .
Thas was called Longshoremen 5 Day I was held tnev:

T .

£1rst Monday in September and was a hol1day from school Q":Z S

thlS day many Longshoremen camg to the Ferryland area- to .i v :fﬂ

trout and to haVe a p1cn1c. A spec1al xraln Tan that,came
from St John 5. 1n the mornlng and returned 1n the evenlng'
Thxs prOV1ded a great chance for relatrves and’frlends tn'
the city to _come to the Ferryland‘area on a. V151t. DUrlng gf"f‘,'
the day people gathered 1n the hall for‘a meal at lunch t1me aflﬁ 2 ‘;
and agaln for a meal 1n the evenlng Dur1ng the day many v |

trouted, many picnncked and many strolled around hav1ng a ;ﬂgﬂ'f' v




3 . 0 ' o “ o~ .
- w : [ ’ - ' ¢ .

; ' carrots, and parsn1ps cooked ‘in- the one pot and then Creamed

B ’ f

. R

w1th butter and m11k ThlS was a_form’ of 1hanksg1V1ng as the:
| ‘ T ' . -

i e vegetable Season ‘wag flnlshed and the harvest was over. . o S

e N .%o . v L o

: B S oider chlldren tried to peel an applc .in ‘one plece,'v ST

and 1f they succeeded the peel was put over the door. Then 1~l oo
: . N e.,‘-' 1

initi alsﬁ the f1rst man-to- ente‘r were -to be the initials df I

3 " . 3 . N ) ¢ .- '
P N .
. . .

" a future husband - '._ -f LT '-'Q'. -

[T

N . s

. > a“ It was a common bellef that fa1r1e5 were busy on thls

L n1ght After th15~d@y-was over no ch11d would touch a. black-

’ L2 “ -

berry as they belleved that falrles, 1n the course of thelr ' ,7' oo

N -8 ' )

S A11 Hallow‘s Eve wanderings had cast a b11ght on. the frult.

Th1s bellef lasted for many years.- . .f. i" "- L ";s_ L
; " ADVENT ,'.: o .,_.1: e, o ‘l'}-'f . :,
o ?'y',' i.l . Advent began forty days before Chr1s}mas on November 15. v

PR Durlng thlS t1me there were 'no Wedd1ngs and ‘no soc1a1 cele-w.f

e bratlons of any type. As 1t was the custom to say the rosary ;

I .“every nlght throughout the year,)lt coﬁtlnued through thls };’x L
; - R N

,'V ﬁ glk perlod and 1n add1t10n after the rosary Was completed forty L

more “Ha11 Mary s" were sa1d for Advent.. Also, a spec1a1 : Q;‘ -},

-y . ¢ ‘“.4
' ’ c, n

'f;‘;ﬁ ;.g,. prayer to'the Blessed V1rgxn 1n honour of the com1ng hlrth of

't‘f], Chr1st was sald,vnot once, but flfteen t1mes.

P _",I. '

L 3F’ that people were very rellglous.J;Howeverg then as,now,‘younger

,ér,\“- SRR

'r adult counterpar

% o
Q—k‘i?;'»rxﬂ <37




ALL SAINTS' DAY . C ‘.', o

Th1s day was a hollday from school but Eor religious

purposes. As there are more saints than the number of days in

s

R
‘a year, this_day(was-chosenjto honour all'the‘sa1nt54 Before .

s,

‘ the day, arrived'children'had'assignments on-different'saints.;.

S0 that whcn the day d1d come,‘they would understand 1t better.

e ,

There were. religious® serv1ces durxng the day in Wthh the’

‘prlest preached on the 11ves of thensalnts and how they

o B ," . ,. .
'oould 1nsp1re~one s own l1fe. T R : Co

ALL SOULS" pay ot e S

There were three masses sa1d "on: this day 1n honour of

"

the deceased Only on thlS day and Chr1stmas Day could a v

- .
\

- prlest say three masses. People sent the names of the1r dead
to the church to be prayed for. It was be11eved that 1f you‘”'
' went to- mass and communlon on th1s day, the souls of your dead

'1n Purgatory would go to heaven.‘ On th1s day everyone V151ted

'
\ .o .

'the graVeyard ‘to say a prayer at their loved ones gravef Qn'W::.

th1s n1ght people told storles about the.souls.l It was ‘

AL

belleved that the souls roamed the earth thls nlght look1ng

;“.
. [EIY

ﬁfor people to pray fdt them. If a person heard a knock on f,ff

v "'.‘
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‘were held at someone s house. Everyone came in couples. " No

1 . e PR - T i
SRR llquor was sold bu% somc of the men would br1nb a 11ttle. ‘ . C
L There.was plenty to cat as ‘men brought me!’nand the women R

brought vegetables and sweets-most of which was prepared and - ',@

rod cooked at .the house. Usually a’ local- talent supplled music, o ‘

O S generally W1th a v1ol1n or accordlan. At the end of the"' , .,N : !
) , ;". -evenlng someone 'shook the - hat' and the men gave money to- pay"

for the ltertalnment supplled The.danceS'then were-the

. e

quare dance, clght handed rcel fox trot, and cotllllon., i ‘

’

N

d.,'h T A 'belle of the ball' and a 'beau of the ball' Were

chosen in an unusual manner., As the dance went on t111 four

C or five in the mornlng, the men Judged wh1ch‘glr1 looked ‘the

»

IR : freshest and the prettlest after the dance was over and’ whbever

o E . thls was, was’ the belle of the ball.‘ The beag wasjchosen by' |

T
H

the reverse method o L 8

CHRISTMAS S T U

A
- .

The twelve days of Chrlstmas were celebrated Before

R Chr1stmas came pe0p1e started saV1ng eggs, whzch they stored

1n flour or salt, as the eggs were needed to make Chrlstmas

..

RS cakes and other.sweets. Wzne and moonshlne were also made Hs[f"ﬁ,ﬁw

beforehand to have an ample supply of Chr1stmas cheer for

Chr1stmas.,

e




where he is seenVin school,
. K4

other a good year ahead

There was always a large onc put in the church

o

.Santa.Glaus:qlwaysAcame-on Chrlstmas Eve.

* Santa’Claus for he was only ‘in their imagination

O? course,

un11ke today

stores and on, street corners.

trees'were'scldom‘found in hOmes,’but there’Was dlways a'trib

that 45, a nat1v1ty set put 1n a promlnent placc in the house.
Ch11dren never $aw’

There,,

was no madnlght mass but there were three ‘masses Qhrlstmas

mornlng o

v151ted the cr1b in the church and put penn1es in the box by

the crib.

A

A

Box1ng Day was then known by 1ts rellglous name 'St.

Stephen 5 Day

. das there was always a dance that afternoon and people v151ted

[

from house to house.

' e

‘--“‘. On New Year s Day people aga;n v1s1ted

\

-always a bonflre where guns were f1red to ring out the old ycar 3;

(Y

and r1ng 1n the ‘iew, S ) _‘fuf--

People cont1nued celebratlng unt11 Old Chr1stmas Day

January 6.7

haPPY and enjoyed thls Joyous odcas:on~7”

4a¥y

v

i%ﬁ@&%ﬁ“-*

home and get 1t before maklng the v151t.

o,‘
13

I People v151ted a lot from hOUSe to house.

‘

b3

S

. P

wiéhing éaCh,

u.! i %1
i
“335,&;; &

e

M’ﬁ'r

On the Eve- of thls day there was’

\

.

Chiidren

I one forgot one' s penny, he or’ she would return

T

It was a b1gger day than that of Chr;stmas Day

People had plcnty of fobd ifs thc hoube, all wcrc‘f

|
















: col*our and- never mu'lt'l-coloured' Women carrled no purses o

"were made of very heavy matenal called serge and 1n summer

ot

vy Two Buns. The halr was agaln p1a1ted and

* -
N *

each plalt was rolled 1nto a- bun.~

S (V1) Pompadore. Halr was combed up’ over the

head a:nd?pﬁt‘in .a ring on tOp.- oo o T B

(VII) ,D0'.1y"Varden. Long hair' hung' down straig’ht. Y

A 'ba.i_ng', hanging down the forehead was all in little
'curls. \ ' B L k

_ People trJ.ed Lo keep themselves clean and t:Ldy at

.all t1mes. C - _' T
Clothes lasted for years and were used over and)ﬁ

dvier. When someone outgrew somethlng, it was’ cut to. make.

>

a new garment for someone else. Everythmg was made by
hand People did not ‘buy coats as these were homemade. L

Mater1al was worn, worn-« worn t111 1t*cou1dn t last much

“

longer and fmally Was used 1n makmg mats and rugs.. Women

+

at thls perlod wore- '\rery long dresses as it was con31dered very

Immodest to show one’ s ankles., Dresses were always one -

as . dresses and sklrts had pockets. In wmter the- dresses ST

N T 3 o .
- . [SRERTAN i -

they were madb of cotton., Dresses and blouses had hlgh

s r '\

collars wluch contamed smaLl bones used to keep them up

iu B AR

stralght and to keep them st1ff ‘In» the ta1ls of“the dresses

v L : %
K , W W
N .

’
1
v



‘

'odd v

N M ° - .. e T - ’°
. e s . . - o Y

wonmen _appear to have a_small waist, thus to be more ‘attractive.

, . . ; h , -V
- . . . . . . oy
. A . . .
e S ' '&’ . . )
. l.\ *

1ook1ng. o e )

4 .

Skirts were usually 1n flve gorde or f1ve pleces and

were ; often pleated , They were usually made of p1a1d 'The-

most popular matenal used was, Shepherd's P1a1d which . was

A

black and whxtc and sometmes plped thh red

i

- [

.’_"; - Hats- usuall}' had big turnﬁd up ‘rlms tr1mmed w1th

-

flowers and sometmes feathers. They were mostly in dark

browns blacks and greys. Ehlldren shats had a lot of

.

rlbbon and streamers. Older ]women wore . bonnets, trlmmed

‘ ) @ - - . R

w1th black 1ace.. In summergeveryone wore whlte ‘sun bonnets

[ 'S

whlle worklng outs1de ‘to protect the sk1n agalnst the weather.

All women wore pantaloons or lacy underwear wh1ch

‘came. to the end of the dress and sometlmes below It '. -

v +

Women wore s:mele Jewellry ‘as a bracelet and one
to two strands of hecklace. = Long earrmgs were never worn,
)ust a p1a1n rmg m each ear. Shawls were worn around the

body and a shawl call.ed a, clo‘ude was worn over the ‘head : ‘.

Umb'rel las and canes were very popular. Old peop]_c’ fmé \

|

ladles ‘and the well to dof5u$ed canes.." ]

3

Fox furs and mqffs

! AN

SUltS







B

. (1) ‘ Illgh leather boats were worn by the men and e

- . ‘,-‘ T fubber boét; were worn by the —ch11‘cirpn. ) - o
L ) / . ‘. | (11) Buskms were woxln wh1ch were ;:OVerangs t}{at , -
. RS B ': went on over wdfk boots., Theywhaq a“Erawstr1ng'~at the T e
~;' Thcy wefi m:éde‘ from sh1p 5 .can.vas o’rl-"‘ 1 _'\ s
,,, R (111) Sp‘ats wh1ch went over the boot ﬁao the ankle . ”‘-. N ” :
.:; ' o -u're'r"e <two'rn. Thes;- 'werg buttoned :’-uff tl;e 51de- were usually oy "
- 1",.» " cream coloured,. angl Were. ofteﬁ-,m;ncie of‘felt.-_,..;:
- | (1V) Blutchers:“;e'r,e sh;n't boots 'made of- leather ‘ '

o
._‘;:!:1«’.
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S TRANSPORTATION = . I

-

The-node'offtransportatign was not as developed_as

’

it'is_today. 'Shanks. mare' or walking was the_order of the" . L .
day. People walked to and from other settlemenfs for business o
or for pleasure and they never complained; " Two to three

tlmes a year’ men and women walked to St John 5 cover1ng a ) . \Q

Y »

f1£ty mile dlstance. T : : - ."‘1,1”

3 . ’ . . N . L

. N . .
. R . . i

'In this period cars were unknown in the Ferryland

areamv Although these years were known as, the. 'horse and Sa o

hat

'buggy days, only a\few had bugg1es though everyone had a

'hbrse. The horse was used to haul: fuel and other materlals
in winter' to work the land and to haul f1sh to market.\ ‘

jStrangely enough man d1dn't r1de hlS horse much as 1t was R O

A .
not the custom. The horse was spared as much‘as p0551b1e..

e

It was con51dered lazy to r1de your. horse when you coudd d ’,;
walk The horse was also used for haullng home th1ngs that

& K . [

.you wouldn't get home otherw1se. It 1s true that horses were

used. tb take the famlly on outlngs 1n the w1nter,(to V1s;t ‘i.:_f'

the church and to VlSlt fn;ends ) If people needed a dgctor;;_.:"_ .

‘they h1tched up '01d Dobb1n' and went for help, so the horse i@'~;f

-

was used as a tax1. They were used to brlng chlldren to %?;ff-ﬂ'”

'school and only on bad days. The horse wasn't used alone as ::

Xt rzx o
"y €
AR n‘n.-



N .

w3

its own’{hrpose'and work. -~ Co .
Y . . ’ ' ) T

[ S Boats were used -as a means of transportat1on. Apart

from f1sh1ng they were rowed for pleasure and as a means

to gct to nearby 1slands for" berry n1ck1ng and for p1cn1cs.
They were .used to ‘gather cap11n to put on ‘gardens as: fertlllzer.

o o Goyernment steamers, called the.'Prosper' and

'Porsher' called onceua month with ma11 and supplles.' These’

“Were uscd by men to get to town 'to meet the seallng boats.

\

There were many schooners whlch fre1ghted from St

John's-before and after the-f1sh1ng'season. These boats '

-

C were run by salls . so you had to wa1t‘formﬂa good t1me

along or a sultable wind. Often wh11e enroute the w1nd

i ' “n

. ”‘ would change and the boat had to stop 1n a harbour for two .

- to. three days waiting for the rlght w1nd Thus captalns J'.t'

had to know all abbut t1des,‘w1nds, and weather s1gns. 'in‘_' .

B :

RN w1nter 1t was too rlsky for small schooners to go far beyond

-

the harbours becaUSe os storms and ice. If the 1ce stayed

away, the’ ma11 boat got thrOUgh fff_- iw.7'

There were no phones or. rad1os, Just the telegraph

so settlements were rather cut off from each other.;_But:

R peOple 11ved 1n'a humane way Everyone was k1nd and tney Asn

S 'nelghbour. 'Hy turn today, your tUrn tomorrow‘ sort of

4

d

vyl " L
‘g« H

<

helped and shared w1th each other.l No one, pa1d labour to hls,;”

_att1tude was held by the people.: Imaglne the‘Ehange 1n the;%;""

[N




of boarding-a tfrain and sittlng in a comfortable seat in- e :

S . stead of stay1ng in the hole’ of the schooner. Imaglne the

e§c1tement of going tb the statlbn to’ see the tra1n4 omeﬁin

i
H
B

: and to watch the passengers wav1ng. When people heard the o

I ke s T
"

traln whlstle blow, they all rushed out of doors to . see 1t o .

pass by. Passengers often threw candy to the ch1ldren. L B

v

Tﬁe train was also-a means of commuiiication.as the newspeper

would .come on it. . S - T P :

. _ The train ran from St John s to Ferryland and .- .f' . v é

later to Trepassey Constructlon started 1n the spr1ng of ’l o o
the year and was completed in the fall before the snow fell

It dldn't br1ng muCh emplo;ment ‘to the area as most of the E Lo
men were flshermen, but 'hangashores' found work Men worked

10 hours a day for $1 00 a day.t The work was ‘done w1th ple

’

shovel wheelbarrow and drlll.- Crews worked along the Shore e .'-pj

e

in sect1ons preparing the way Then-start1ng at the St John s

"end the tragk/zas la1d A one car traln carrled the ralls, S

v M

sleepers,,and other 1tems up the track such that these. e

materlals were always at the 51te of work , When 1t was com-i‘ji/a

K

pleted 1t d1d glve permanent employment as stat1on agents I

were needed 1n each settlement agents for fre1ght sheds,
K K ¢ N - , . o ! ' . -

ﬁ' 'sect1on nen hnd other_Jobszl. ,5 E x#f{ ,’n~7,f"”54;2'¢.“,7 RO

To complete the tracks cost $1000 a dax. It took .ci :_“
fxve to 51x hours to make the run from St thn 'S to Ferryland

Y E~" The flrst class tlcket for ‘a one way seat wasﬁ$2“45},;fhéffﬁf i}“fl

<

‘q

second class seat was Sl 85 The traln cameofrom the cxty




P S

oM
ezt

LT

in bad storms. o S f - _ ’

in the evenimg -and rcturned that morning; People anoyed . ' 'é

the ride as they had comfortable seats and beaut1fu1 scenery T

.

to view.

. . K
. - .

. v
' [ s .

The culverts, that is, concrete p1pes, used to drain’

v ;
water away from the tracks were made on the beach in Cap11n e

Bay, now called Calvert ”Thls-was arranged by the Re1d_ .
T8, - .

'Company, the trai n ‘'owners. The traln was.run by coal

‘\
oo
N . R +E

. ‘_Before the tfaln came 11fe centered around the sea,
J;h that all houses bu11t‘faced the océan. 'Now 11fe ‘was
taklng a. turn 1nwards and people began to think of a 11fe'

other than the sea., In w1nters, Wthh were" 8ften very

t , -

‘severe, the tra1p sometlmes could not make 1t because of e

<
heavy snow.,'Lt did have a‘plow; but'1t4wasn t qutte.effectiye

3

e

' . Lt

(The traln stopped runnlng in 1929 .The last §ef-

v1ce it gave was to haul sand from.Lower Coast ‘Trepassey, =

PR e

.

to build- a dry dock at St, John s) o S B

- . o : -

- . LN t . o '3/
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‘type of flsh ‘was deCIded by the out of 1t and the

i %7 - INDUSTRY

FISHERY

The flshery was the main, industry as the far maJorlty

of mcn were: f1shermen.. The fishery then was b051Ca11y the

., 5ame as now. They used the same boats exeept that they °

4

had to row them as there were no cnglnes. The.methoﬂs were

on the Grand Banks used only trawlsthen whlle now they use

traps and 'hook and 11ne'

)

.pract1ca11y the same w1th1n the harbour, The boats fishing.

.

- The b1ggest change in the flshery between thcn and

now is in the pr1ce hbnthen would get $2 60 for a hundred

pound now they get around 500 00 for a hundred pound ‘A

‘good summer's catch in 1912 WOuld be between $250 00 and
:$309.QQ. Now a good summer's catch would be between $8000 00
aﬁd3310,900,90 Aniaverage catch would be between 35000 QO

aﬁd SSOO0.00? but this would not be a successful summer._“

.

.. 'In those dnye.you getApatd aceordlng'to the type

fish:you had. There would'be fout'baeie'types"

(1) Spanlsh

(llj;Merchant; (111) Medera, (IV) West Indles.i Spanlsh was

'the best ‘Fish and pa1d the hlghest prlce. West Indles wa§.-
[the worst f1sh for 1t was bad It was sold to the West‘”

'Indles because the pcople thfre 11ked the smell of 1t’f:The.

man who

R e et

o

»
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was calLed"talqunll'. The pr1ce of. the fish was dotermlned

3% . ts

by the. sort1ng.

[ N
’ . M

- . ’ .
v

S " wh1ch f1shed off Cape St. Mary's, would.salt the fish on’
i S the boat and return home w1th 1t. The first 100 to 150. -

; L pounds was sold’ to St; John S for the best price. The'rest
o . !

'was sold locally to a f1sh merchant or to other- vessels 1n

, . the harbour which ‘had - come for ba1t and ice. (These boats

,f""f came from Lunenberg, Fortune, and Tr1n1ty Bay) !
O .
: C When the war came wages d1d not 1ncrease but the

.

prlce of. flSh went up, wh1ch was a- help to' the flshermen.f '

Men d1d not bother to catch salmon as there was no

The Amerlcans had & tarlff on Newfoundland flSh
enter1ng the Un1ted States.. 81r Robert Bond Prlme M1nlster
~of Newfoundland at the t1me, wanted the tarlff removed or

ff:'. he wOuld take away the Unlted States r1ghts to flSh in

1 v

‘Newfoundland waters.' The Amer1cans refused to take away the

. tariff, S0 Bond ended their f1sh1ng rlghts 1n 1904

' SEALING 7,“.._s,:';” | F

b ‘ v o - . . .

o S Boats wont after the seals from tho lnrger alons,

; ,' - as Stv John 5, Boats went to tHe™ North and to-the South

J/

Lo 'gl?'_ The larger boats were made of steel wh;le the smallexfones

N ..‘l‘ R

o R 'm were wooden.. Poss1b1y ten to twelve men from this area L;fj'

s ' i ' » ‘ |-‘

.

B | T 66
A - decidcd- the. typec was called 4 "culler'. Tish not sorted

P

v .y S f’, Fish was usually salted The larger boats, some of

Prlce in it C oo L SR ,' Lo e




the'boat;leither by travelling the mail steamerdif she were
herc, or by walking to town. "
Vooow X . The seal hunt'begen-around March 10 and went.on till

: - " the 31 Some boats stayed till May. Men made between:$70.

ﬁ'“.. _ " . - and $100, if it was adﬁqod~trip; " But men did not‘get to
bring- home allétheir _money. Before they left on the trlp. .
each man was supplled with boots, kn1ves, tobacco, and other

v ] supﬁlleS' Wthh were called the1r 'krap These 1tems_were
I e A .,
.paid for by deductlng money out of their’ cheques. "

v
\

S 1 .y N Boats stayed t111 they got a full load eveh though

" boats dld better than others. Some people bel1eved thls
had somethlng to do wzth the Captaln. Probably certaln ‘

Captalns made the1r crev work harder or perhaps they got

more flSh because they stayed out longer. In any case, Fhée

.

v S seallng 1ndustry was a source of income for some people{_'
N . " [ .

: e _;1" The sea meant one s 11ve11hood Everyone looked.

forward to.a good flshlng season in: the spring-and : fall‘

RPN

o But in the wxnter t1me the sea was very angry and in its

storms there wefe many dlsasterh brlnglng much sadness;

¢

‘ There were shrpwrecks galore, many w1th loss of 11fe -to f

L members of Eam111es in thls area. K :fﬂ"; oy

AL terr1b1e°tragedy occurred<March 31 1914 when the':”

S S.. Southern Cross went down wrth a11 hands aboard. The

boat was on the way back to St John s.. She was last re-u-tuz

N 1

L ' this mg\\ﬁ~gott1ng Stuck 1nf1ce sometlmes. Of course, some -

o
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3weront.nearly enough 11fe boats on board The orchestra

68

[ . I . . '

'log »loaded'. That was the last that was hcard from the
vesSel and ‘her 173 man crew. The boat and crew~has .not

been seen nor heard from 51nce.

On the same day, the S. S Newfoundland lost 18- of :
her men on the Front.' The senlers had gone on the 1cc but

became separated from the1r shlp when a severe gale and

w

snowstorm blew up. The fen found it 1mposs1b1e to- return

to their sh1p as the Newfoundland had been blown off course

and. rema1ned helpless flghtlng aga1nst the . 1ce and the gale.

\

1t Was two days before she could p1ck up the sealcrs and

-

for 78 of thcm it’ was too late.

]

fThe spr1ng-of.1914 in ‘which many sealers 1ost thelr

lives, is still referred to by many old t1me sealcrs as the

. 'Year of the Storms'

One of the most head11ned d1sasters in Mar1t1me

’

- hlstory occurred on Apr11 14, 1912 on thlS day the H,M S..

‘Tltanlc struck an 1ceberg off the shores of Newfoundland

.' .

ﬂand in 1léss than 3 hours she‘went down W1th a loss of 1517

11ves.. She was' a luxury 11ner on ber ma1den voyage. " 'Her

bu;lder had sald the hand of God could not, s1nk her.an.

'party was taklng place--lt was 11 30 P. M --when an 1ceberg
tore a hole 1n the boat's bottom. Thc orchestra kcpt p1ay1n&

‘td qu1et thc fears -as’ the 11fe boats wcnt ovcr. But there j

- e
[N ‘,

‘:kept on playlng as water sW1ft1y swxrled around thelr bodles.‘»v

'Nearer My God To,Thee' was the last hymn to

»
¥

wree

A S
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won last life- boat pulled away from the . tllted Shlp .

A

Another wreck took place on January 10, 1913; when

.the’ boat 'The EVelynl struck the rocky shores of Ferryland,.

. during a:bad storm. It happened shortly after noon. The

-

-

- boat was returnlng from the West Indies with nothlng but

. o ballast on board.. The storm had destroyed her Sﬂlls and

.. was showing little»mercy..' At thlS t1me in Ferryland the'

L

"‘ " _were needed for the summe fishery. When.the men, im the.

harbour saw what had happened they overturned one of thef

boats, took ropes and went to help The crew had managedf

.
+

‘to reach shore’ 1n ‘a 11fe ‘boat, but the shore they were on’

C 4 vas beneath a steep c11ff - THe men had "’ to 1ower a-man.

Nlll Furlong, who was the sl1ghtest went down. The'crew-

‘were hauled up, one by'one. Each tlme thqt the rope was .

EN

‘sent back down, they had to tie heavy rocks on it, as thEH

w1nd kept pulllng 1t away Flnally aIl the men'were up

;+ 7 On the return to the harbour the boat Sprang a ledk : A11

were nearly lost gettlng back ‘to safety They kept balllng

1

. “and balllng, unt11 they reached shore and safety. 3The

Ferryland‘men who Went to the rescue were Jack Barnable,

Kl

S ;\ J1m Barnable, B111 Barnable, W111 Furlong, John Devcreaux,:.

L P P
M1ke Devereaux, and Howard Morry "'. Mﬁ-ﬁ'ofﬁi‘jffﬂ

T

R 4

formed by combrnlng the flrst syllable'of Toronto, Hamllton,.f“

st

. 69-‘.

boats were. hauled on the beaches and overturned, untllfthey"

R

(Another wreck occurred years lator 1n 1926 ‘ThiS:g“

was the 1ast wreck 1n thls area._ It was the TorhamVan--m'f

N

.' an-V§B¢°UV°Fa iShe ran ashore on Ferryland beach.u She was;‘~{:gf”

{
H
L
i
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éarryingfgeneral cargo. The statues-ontside Ferryland“

church and the cruc1f1x w1th1n were taken from thlS boat)

\ ! ' L

Though shlpwrecks caused great sadness;, loss of . K

v

'llfe,'and loss of cargo, they also served as a help to the . _z
'local people. The cargo on sh1ps ‘was- salvaged by 1nsurance,._v" oL
but those landing 1t got-a share. There are many itens in A

homes today that came from ShlpS. of course :sometimes

people would get to. the ships: before’ the 1nsurance people ‘

'

° came.~ It's an- old joke that when ch11dren sald the1r prayers ) .

at nlght they sald 'God bless Mommy and Daddy and send us-

’ L

' aawreok~1n "the mornlng R )

Although many men rlskeﬂ their 11ves to save others

N 0y . N

'and‘men would keep at it till all hdpe was gone, very few

]
were glven medals or even honourable ment1on./ (Ph11 Keough

of Cép11n Bay was glven a. medal from the: Royal Humane SocaetJ

for saVJng the crew of the 0ctav1a 1n 1882 4 Captaln Jackman

\ <

'of Renews saved 27 llves in 1868 ThlS happened in. Labrador. :‘A- /'

N

He swam 27 txmes to a boat whlch had two crews on board CL //1“

(e

- as. she had prev1ous1y COlllded w1th another sh1p., HlS act

has been the subJect of prose and song down through the

‘ f'years. But we have‘many, many unsung heros) e ;;ni-{m‘f1~it¥ff o
L ’OWNER OF SAW MILL o T - SR :;fl _-;,:-.:-. S v

x\\

[ .

[T

‘T'b o There WGre few saWumllls.v Where there was on twopxx
. meni- worked . They: used a p1t saw whlch was a long saw withspf’:;“

',\,- .-"- .

.Vf'a handle at’ both ends.; One man was above 1t and

{. RSN ‘\ B ) ,

¥

;5'.~‘.w-below..~ lhey sawed back and forthsx{Both wore g ggles fé keep




. the sawdust. from getting'in‘their.eyes; 'This'proqided a ... ;’ ﬂ

ICAR-P.ENTL.";R L e ,

iwould be . pald $1 00 a day or 10¢ an. hour.‘if‘ - o , o

as’ kanker. They nade thelr own diothes. aSocks,.matts,

’ §weaters and even underwearxwere kn1tted Foods were made

" much tp‘do,aﬁd they eid:it; SR h;hf

[4

~, T
' YA “ o '

job Eor a'feW'péopie;_ C o ' T - : .

RAILWAY . - . 7
When the rallway came it prOV1ded a few JObS as,

people worked as statlon agents, section men and SO0 on.

. v »
od '

L -
4

There were a few men workiﬁg as carpentérd.. They . e,

There were also ‘d few odd JObS as shoemakers'and b T,

IR - ’
4 - N [

seamstresses. Men~and women worked hard , Logs weretcut
and people bu11t the1r houses. They grew all the1r vegeQ

tables;~ 80115 were better then as there were no dlseases

,end.preserved; .Soap wasimade;- Many houSehold 1tems “as _ .

hrpoﬁs.ahd{mops‘were made. | People were not lazy.- They had

: 0 .
- N . . . . R .

-
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b
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e o ' PERSONAL.'R.EF'LECTI:QNS' e e .
. In1t1ally, I.had mlxed feellngs’about presentlng . ?
;, ' o " this material of ;ver flfty years ago to an’ elementary class e ';
NN S of the sevent1es, belng aware of a general apathy to anythlng s 4 ,.%
;‘/ .: N that smells of hlstory Perhaps.they would. not w1sh to.ge‘ff-:_\ ;ﬁ'q%
| o back ‘even 1nto the lrves of the1r paTenta and grandparents. ,' : -g
: da . tﬂ: ' The students 11ve in"a reglon where the pe;ple and a f
| the way of life are st111 ba51cally t.e same as two generatlohs - .5
,.'."' ) 'ago.ﬁ Many people st111 depend on tﬁjyflshery and/or thelr B ) ':
. a worklng of the 1and for surv1va1 Buk the 11fe stfle has .", f
) ' Qhanged greatly ’ People now have electr1c1ty, modern means, | E
IR - !t transportatlon ‘and conmun1cat1on, plumblng and Heating - é
q. "e stems. Studeﬁts tend tq thlnk that the way thlngs are now ,'ﬁ‘ﬁ ‘
”." ':f' is the wa; Ehey ﬁave always been.. But I venture to. say R
~'ift-ﬂ S _thit few cﬁlidre ‘have experlenced the ]oy of runn1ng bare-
o .d\i TJ .J foo t'ih summeribf the thr11£~of mud 0021ng through the1r ‘ | e
;“.“;,:étlghéoesa_-lhere gre no ghosts dt falrles 1n the valley anymorelff"':‘.l'
? '.‘;; - Cﬂlldren se}dom see rhe rrlory bf thé. heaVens as Var1ous SR '
df'g3_ﬂ2%nd fotns wf art1%1c1al 11ght1ng have blanked the1r V1ew."? -h:f‘:} c
'{»ﬁffé'is;; Chlldren seldom go £o€>wa1ks 1n the woods where they would . . CF
Z 7";i13f3- hear babbllng brooks and fonegt al1ve with thc muslc\Qf blrds.,.' ' h{
‘";:;3}5Qh;*5‘ Instead ch;ldrep flock to the Juke-boxes where they 11sten
f}sfﬁrm%;f~$:; to. h;t songs or they take to the roads dr1V1ng cars, hondas N
; ;‘i{mtﬁ';_.. ;r sk1doo$.u Instead ‘of” en;of;hé the sounds ot‘nature_they \. :?J f‘f
i:;hi‘ijﬁf 3 have fermed a(nozee”;dllhtfen“&%' . R
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! \\?e{e met,,perhaps beyond my expectatlons. Aslstated in

4

I
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Chapter II

> 1 am happy,to say, that my’purpose,andyobjectives

the students were keenﬂy 1nterested in’ the

pro;ect and began ‘to apprec1ate such different aspects of

their ancestors llves as Walks on beaches and dances on

moon11t brldges, d1vers1ons sharp in contrast to the com-'t_ nli

merc1a1 pleasures ‘that students have today.- - j:

+

The pro;ect helped the students develop an 1nterest

in the past rather than- JUSt the present and the future.

Students rea11zed they knew 11tt1e of the1r commun1ty s

folklore and herrtage.. As a result of the pro;ect students

began csﬁfng to school report1ng stor1es they had heard the L

nlght before from their parents and grandparents. Théy o

asked many, many questions of the v151t1ng guests result-

1ng in surprlsed faces to some of the' answers.» They began‘

L

“to, count the1r b1e551ngs as. they rea11zed “that many th1ngs

they take for granted d1d not ex1st when the1r parents were

Y

young, as cent;al heat, e1ectr1c1ty; teleV1s1on and plumb1ng.

They began. to. see that the1r fore parents worked very, very .‘L

hard,,.

Al

they had had very rewardlng 11ves, though lacklng of today s

amen1t1es.

for the older'people for they are 11v1ng h1story and ean

It gavc the students a fce11ng of rcspect ijﬂff;.:'-

prOV1d9-50 much valuable 1nformat1on not to be‘galned from

textbooks.,

The older people somet1mes feel‘left out but v

g o

<



Stehnl,
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came to them for help and that they had somethlng to give

in return. ‘ ' o ' < " °

L4

Qith this project they. were hapby'that the young students'

It gave the, students a sense of value for mater1a1 l" -"4
things that they had previously taken ‘for. granted. They o

started to understand and apprec1ate why people'keep

.anthues~or'any 1tems that belong to their ancestors‘

‘1ndeed they started to respect any remnants of the past

‘.

'-not be d1scarded. The wr1sts would be cut off and made

-

_reknrtt1ng would be used 1n the mak1ng of rugs., Recyc11ng .b;

RTINS . k3
AN Lo

® s
FERE

'or smalletw1tems. Buttons would be cut off the sweater

Interest was aroused in the fact that there was much re- ks

cyc11ng, that is, the u51ng of an item 1n as many ways as .

p0551b1e until the item can. no longer be used For example, A

when. a SWeater was no longer su;table Eor wearlng, it would -

A

into nippers,; which were woollen hand flttrngs worn by -f ,"“b

f1sherman when handllnlng to prevent hand wounds from the
hau11ng of the line.- The better parts of the sweater would

be unravelled and knltted agaln 1 0. ch11drens mlttens

'

v

:and kept for further use.= The wool that was , unsu1tab1e for

15 a much talked about subJect today, ma1n1y because.we are

5 \
1. PE -,

runnlng out of many resources.[ However,;the students were

. REPEE , !
1nterested to learn that people recycied 1n the past because
they couldn't afford to.purchase.new 1tems. J:”?-fr:‘“}.;,;,:‘, S

‘_ L e . ) ,_

' Th1s pro;ect xwould éa\re been a hugesuccess 1f only

ir. herltage._,

S
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‘Hopefully fffty years hence more of our heritage<w111 have

S de e TR PG T b e g T T

. . ot " . .
t . - .
N : » ' 'g

. ' .. .

:been preserved. Students began to reai1ze that their lives - . L

today w111 be hlstory tomornsw..~Perhaps someday students -

ey

-

v -

will be ask1ng today s students quest1ons of the t1me when

Lt eae

\ . R 1]

they were young. . R ﬂ,“ .

B

R feel strongly that the'mater1al studled was’ very

-
-

LY

benef1c1al to the students. It d1d arouse 3 lot of 1nterestu .

Often mater1a1 that students learn is qu1ck1y forgotten Vo o

3

'but Wlth this project,, judging. from the qucstlons asked of R

‘.the older people and of the pTOJeCt 1@ general 1 feel

.:A copy was also requested forthe’ local mu$eum whlch ‘opened-

"th1s past summer.v The Cha1rman of the Roman Catholic School

[N l ot

*31311ve 1n th1s area.: Many students en;oyed the tapcd 1nter-'_'3& ' !

v AT,
: ‘o *
i -

/ .

3parents not hav1ng students in my class, requested cop1es

:
5
i
l‘! . K
f . [
]
“
%
L]
.

that the 1nformat10n galned'wlll not ‘be soon forgotten.f . .\54\7

Many parents were happy to see the mater1al comp11ed. Soﬁe

' Y

Board for the Ferryland DlStrlCt requested that q copy be «

v

TGP PR TRE I e

Voo

put -in the new- 11brary in Ferryland . 1' Lo .

. . P

P
LEy

I feel that the prOJect w111 snowball as~ t1me goes
w

On.i If all 30 puplls shrw an’ 1nterest 1n the1r local hlstory,,

PR

.

then the prOJect W1L§ have had great results. It 1s 1nter—‘

est1ng to note that’ the prOJect was not of lnterest on1y to’

'-

. . ET
the’ br1ght students, but the slower students came very much IR

‘ ToLo .
v, . ‘

f.v1ews and requested use of the tape recorder for the1r OWn'j . ol

future.‘ﬁ-
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5 Persondlly, 1t was a very r1ch and rewarding o ;
» ¥
i . B
‘ exper1ence. 1 met ‘and interviewed many - of. the older 5

i
N
CER

= o A'generation, who are often classeq as-thc'forgotten people.

p -y

Y B But getting to\know these pedple makes onc realize that .

<

‘they have much to offer as they havc ‘a wealth of knowledge. o
o 3It leaves me w1th a happy thought hav1ng ga1ned so much -

myself from contact w1th these people that T have in f. S

- . [ 4
. &
‘e

P - some way 1nst111ed in-a younger generatlon the rcspect and o 5
X ' o f-1nterest for our Senlor C1tlzens in.the era 1n which they

I ' o were 1n the1r adolescence. It was very en;oyable to hear o : :

* 0

* them re11ve their past. T personally gaxned a.wealth of - B ¥

-~

knowledge.and a host of frlends. ST cL j T
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