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P T S SR S
A only hav‘e to Yray, but I ha.ve to cerry co e
P N I AT & revclver v - -y R A
_";' . - / . When RlV&S a.nd his fi"f’ends determine to kldna.p f
,‘:'.' 'A.‘-.‘ o . . ‘. / _’j : » N N e L " e
oDl Len Amerlcan ambas sador and hol.d h:Lm for 'the release of -
C polltlc&l prisoners, they n[eed to obta nformatlon IR
. about the ambassador s 1t1nerary Plarr can‘ get thls g
oI . B o i ’ LT -
I information for he 1s .8 friend of Fortnum whose L \
Lot o L T respons,ibll:.{;yxlt is to gu:,de the off cia.:l. party through
R e . 2 v : - 3
I P the loca'l country51de. Plarr s natu-rally, does not w:.sh _

o to become 1nvol.yed but Rivas strlres at t);ge one weak o

o oL e L0 PR P .- o - ‘ .~
ﬁ ' ._;,", '_'..-" " spot in&iarr 's. armour of indlfference wﬁen é' ‘ni‘lorms
H el Y AR A . \| -' . -0
! /' ’ IS hlm that o;xe o‘f the‘ pr:.saners to 'be releaged 1s Plarr s

" . :'., Tether, the ’one.'perSOn» for whom Plarr feels great affeetlon.
. ' """'jj‘-P Plarr refus{es' to u?sé 'ohe word love\.“ When D

Nt e il Fdrtnum ask’s him ‘if he ha;l »evei* lO\red anyone, he .;’ e SN

. N RN .
et $T L. > B LA ‘ !

R ;.-j sarcastlcally re-plles . "'Tkt depends upon what you call

R love. '"17 He 1a.-ter states that "'I llke to know the

e T ",T - meanlng whlch people pu:b on the words they us-e. So much ' N
T is & question of aemantics '"18. Throughout t 1s novel .' R |
R O Greene is concerned ea.hout dei‘lning the term '.lo'v.e’ - "Whﬂ't” N

FANE . ' Lo “.‘ . B - B som B S N . ’ o ;
’- - Cr s[ 1ove, wha.t do peopl-e mean 'by 1Pve? These are questions ORI ¢
' . ,'.,.p:. v l ’ o T
R whlcﬁbhave sqrfa,eed 1n all hls novelé but never bek‘ore T e
. RN ! .4&' ' N R " ,'._.: 'I" Ca ‘-“.' . . “'_. ‘ ;"_.,.', : . . o S s..:-‘ .
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has he so consciously tra.edjto expllca.‘te thls extremely ' )
. . sub,}ectlve word Plarr, as ‘do:as. Graene,‘ realizes ’che.t ;
e . S "‘. . - : , . s 1“‘ . . ) o : ) ,

. ‘bhe. t'erm. ha.e een so a.bused\ 'ha.t Lt is ‘often qurbe -

P

T "American, people frequen'tly u'e the wcrd foa' the:.r own vy

PR e ,.Vaggrandlzement - ""I'he word h‘s such a sllck sound.' We

B ‘o'
SR ftake credit for lov:.ng as though we had passed an R

- R examination with more than the a.vera.ge mark "'19 Yet_, : T

ST e ,,-'_Pla.rr, aga.lxt’st hia 1nst1ncts, aemits ’ch)at }Perhaps he :,/.

t'Eempt to. remember Cle.ra."s

AT TP -_';did lov.e hls fa.ther,_.a.nd h.’LS &
' "fina.l Question 16 him' o '4Did you 1ove hﬁn?"‘eo becomes

{.‘ : St he most important mot-if :Ln the‘ I;ev;'el. - To a- grea,t
o ‘exte.nt, bhe. novel ceneers\around Plarr;'f‘slette‘mpe to A : '
» , rediscover '['.he ability to love wh'ich i:assed from hJ.s ?:“‘:' V° X
"{:'f" "“{";__'-A'" A ln.fe when his fither left him' el ' <
L : Becf.use, under his seemix;g J.ndifi‘ererxee, -he’
‘ , . doea feel compa.ssion, Pla.:t)'r a‘gr.ee;‘to\ help the revolutlonariesl_ - ?
:.- _ .;I'l:te”whlole ‘ai‘fa.ir, how’ew;er\,."j’)ec‘emes 'al‘ae:.trd m;én RivasA e.;:.d § .. ‘5
hlB men mist':a.ke’nl..s.r Enrdnup Fortnum,{,who lacks a.ny poligicgll ’5‘
: '-':'_-‘- 3.-11’.- ,: imporﬁ’ance. ’I‘his. error places Pla.rr An an :x.ntolerable j
‘ . pes1t10n. '. He la.s pJ:agued. by wha.t he coasiéers. a, prlmitive, ’
: ' ._.' sense of éullt and reapon51b111ty for Fortnum 5 predie\a;;nentl 5 :

RREERTI Ibid., p.‘ 292,

.
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] . S e Lo f ot ’ ! 'J
v : . . ) " e h ! ) 1 ! .- «
', \ . ' D ' - ¢ Do
e e Tl el s 10
, . . Lo . . - A ) . .’” ’ .' . .‘:’ .
: he also W1shes Fortnum released 31nce he does not M1sh to'
: o 3 L. \ . .
i A be burdened wmth the responszblllty for Clara who 1s
B p egnant W1th:Plarr 8 child Fortnum would provide hlm f ’
'{' s .; ~:w1th an escape from hds affalr W1th Clara whom he fearsin .
£ : . HRETEN : : : ‘ i “ AR C e
:'g' S Do ha% begun to love h1m and to demand sympathy and tenderness. '
' , « i, t o o . - ce \'
ko _" '_ Through hlS many affairs, Plarr always feared the e r
N S - : e ,
B 'ineV1table questlon, Do you love me”' . He had felt, ‘{
.t(‘.“} ‘o . LI » . - . ¥
R secure in brothels 'since’ there the word 'love' was. never , .
nf§f‘}" X used Now, he must make a cholce.. A R L ;
L ' '"The small patch of*marble Tiodr ‘on_which . . '
ke stood seemed like- the edge of an abyss; ‘. -
‘ ‘he’ could not move oﬁ% step in eitheg dlrectlon -
. -w1hhout falllng deeper 1nto the darkness of . )
Ve invblvement/or gullt 21 L e
Pkgrr chooses 1nvolvement even though he belleves that
‘ : /.~ - “ . .
"'...carlng 1s the only dangerous thlng...'"ea‘ HE does o
N ‘Y ‘ A
all he cah. to obtaln Fortnum s release, fng thls‘ . 3
N v v re ,‘. ~ o ! . . .’ - ‘
attempt to help another, he comes to see hlq own shallowness
K 4 - .o
and egotlsm and to reproach hlmself for hlS hgnoranqe of . "
Al
”lOVQ. When he 13 accused by Rivas Qf belng Jealous of - o
. Ed + < “. -,.—-
iﬂqu@num, he'v#hemently“denies‘the dceusation; Latér) D SO
. e S *
.after@he‘has.Suffereq,nPLarr'fealizesﬂthe~trutn~of,tﬂe R
’ statement"' - ‘ Eﬁ - }-
N v . N . . . . . A { v .
. . ) 5 \\ ¢ ’
e -:”'You told me the. truth* Leon. "I em" R
o+ . Jealous, ‘Jealpus of- Chailey Fortnum... 2 )
o "I'm Jealous because he . 1léves her.. . B
‘ ;}'d That etupld banai word‘love.“ It’ ~::'1' oo T .
( ‘ ’w. ‘ S Z S R - . ..
. . ° PR ) L. - . '.;l' -
21 Ibld., p;-22Qz-."ﬁ. T IR “ e . -
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i“i" Hever meant anythlng to me. :Like, ”,_31 - I o T
A T N -+ the ¥ord. God. S know uow to fuek - S P SO
'?..[;1V L ‘:”j'. C o T don't knaw how to ipve. L o o

M K Y

AR He belleves that Fortnum would Make a better father for' ‘
: d?.;jf 9. . the chlld than he ﬂlnce -8 Chlld needs the love, whlch f,;*'m'
R T S belleves ne. cannot provide. But Plarr. under estlmates :

.o

_@f-_;, hlS ablllty to love Just'as he mlstakenly thought that he R i

was not jealous of Charley.' Through hlS contact w1th the

e T g_, k;dnappers,anavedra, Fortnum and Clara,'Plarr‘le forced-
DI - ' o N ' l T '
gﬁu S ;‘.f to obseFVe people 1n 51%uatlons where their huManlty is

g " 57,,"5" .'e ;f‘apparent. He is no longeﬁ able to w1thdraw 1nto hls."':. f.;;%
-u'_~f' S , RN prlvate universe where others exlst merely to sat1sfy ’ i i
o ) 'j 'jt his,needs. Through seelng others agony, compa351on and:": RN ﬁf

ﬁj @e_"_ - ., sac}ifice, Plarr slowly and unw1111ngly comes to reallze,~

%i"'n.l?:'_‘E ."':that people afe notlunfeellng,,egotlstical blOnglC&l
-i. R 'Bystems.t He commences to feel responslblllty and Vlshes'
i _i(fgl':‘~.":i;;;'tha{ the COmlc Sltuatlon they Lre 1n should ena, in céhéﬁ§, ;
. . s '~:for he ‘réels none of. them are, sulted for tragedy‘:‘éfeenp,: .
n{ i R :ihowever,‘does not see: thqse'peopie ?; coéeélans tnjthéiwff'ﬁii'
- e Lf;;;_f :'same eense ‘as- Brown, Jones ‘and Smlth.(ThA,Ckmed a ";;. ST
. Most.cﬁaracters ;n Toe Honorary ConELi‘act as they do:e? it
2 L - ﬁf__zl.because they love.: Fortnum qulte accurately }eal1zes R )
e-‘h. I fthat eveﬁ]hls kldnappers acted as they dld bec;;se they )
. .; lcared.' "'Perhaps 1t Was 1ove of ‘a klnd. PeOple’do get' ‘{  £:;
. , "Gaught up. by lOVe...Soooer or latef \"2" , o !

.. . . - . Ibid., .P.‘313 : . -,. - . o . :'_. ) =‘ : . " . '.- .:,,".
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Plarr is certalnly trapﬂed into lOVe,; heﬂls“

also trapped into’ bellef 1n God‘ Plarr clalms that the

g
'
.
:4_;',':2.-‘ B nt S T3 e b

: N :worde:'love and 'God'-ere oe5n1nglees to hlm.T‘Tois is.: ] v éi
. fﬁ B , 4not:frue. In the novel. Greeﬁe-ageihdhsés:a sﬁrdeforedj ;p T é””
~. .:{': i whlch parallels phy51cal and splrltual porsult. 'fhe”:ﬂ,j”':_;;f,'. é‘—

v ' phy51cal chase by the gollce 1s symbolic of Plarr 5. . ?‘

AR . L 3t ’ : :.".'
Tl f, pursult by love and God IGreene strongly emph351zes the;

,.", - :

t_vﬁ_"l C 1nt1mete connectlon between human and d1v1ne love., When ' e T

i A veTeme s o b

one comes to love.human belngs, love of God follows, for :gr e

. . -

o all love partic1pates in God's eterhal love. -Plarrﬂis- e :'fi -

- .4‘”' . . ) ' \ . ' . { ‘. :~. ‘«‘. + ‘:'.:,

St e e not a church goer., He does not want to belleve 1n God. - e
. , :7,' L 'Belief fOr hlm,rls seen in the 1mage of ar dlseaee. .He. .f“-f”'z’
L 'states. ,f.‘,f,. . j'ﬁ “--iV” : zf?f':f'. e x:.;. N

-t . Lo B .. . . - . oy

A, "'It's much ea51er not to belldve in Ged . ‘.-t
U T A" AR 'S £ 01 R | _.‘",-' T T
- N ) you.sure?" . Co s sl I
L ,i.' 'Well :perhaps the Jesuits left one germ . 1_3_'
[ h PN . . of: the disease in me, but.I. have isolated o s

aang

D13

g '_\“[_N_. it LI keep it under control: |m25‘ b j”'f s j"A:}uW
i % i:fﬂ ~But Plarr finds that to control this dlsease‘ls 1mp0591ble.‘f..'.i,“g

'-f'-‘ He; llke Fowler, beglhs To envy others thelr falth. _Whep ;_'fﬂgi v

e Fortnum asks h1m ir he belleves 'in God he reRlies”wiih e u<¥
. ; . . Lo "o A

a vehement, 'No" but immediately adds "¥1dehhé thlnk e T J”ﬁ

4 = .:“-.f.s.o:‘ ."26

Plarr is" concerned wiJh God even though he does o j'.'-f

' R ot W1sh to ckﬁowledge thlS 1ntere5t-"Fdftnum;'mudh as_~-,..ﬁ3~ .
o Z.D Colin do w1th Querry, pOlnts out to hlm that he :- H.\; - :
T S A S T Co C o4,
oo sh L '2?6 Ibid., p. 303. oot R ol
: t ‘ ) . s - . : )
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.ls obSessed wlth God "'God‘agjfn; . You caﬁft;géf,avaj' .
Lo . . . ‘ /

—f»-; 2}7 - ;L; from the bloody word can you?'hzﬁj Pé;hapéﬂPiaﬁffsf’ l
) S 4 . §o LT .
R 51tuatlon,'ond indéed Greene-s édtife.conoebt:abdutt
E,ff,.lx$'-7 llzz'wman s relatlonsolp with God can be best summarizeo 1n”} :.f“_fz;Z; ﬁ;;,
}int?‘{ :"_ ;f- the words of Rlvas who sees Goa as the rglentless pursoerf _*,._ ﬁ'é
;1; “'We have Jehovah 1n our blood. We can't help 1b.|;After'4 }7
‘ k;allhtoese‘centurles Jehovah ln#es'ln our djrﬁness llke a,f’ , Aff
.;ft{ j~'“o:fl :WGfm ih:tﬁe int’e'stine"s.’f'28 'Bellef .for Greepe; Iéimore‘p .5
v L’;ww than-Blshop;,_more't%oo cathedrals§ more than a formal1zed o ) hg.
: ~';r:re11g10o;“ Belleflls beyono tlme‘ood spaje, above ;11 B 'é;
'f’ :‘ 1t is. the memory of a’ corpont;r Ls son'and the love which 5
e j”:';' he s&mbolizes . As. aré‘so many. of Greene s characters; ; ; ;ﬁ
t?i.f :;;}'};Y Plarr is condemoed to love and‘bolief.' He is glvén the‘ijéoi;f :_3%'
| ) | paln of carlng which leads UO hls dea;ﬁ. Hls attempt to‘ ﬂ é
; ‘ bargaln wlth the pollce for the kldnappers’ lives falxs,;-u i}_ Jl,
- o . . - 3
. :_.and he 1s shot and kllled. Although hlS death ":ﬁ' C “:':Lh‘.;%‘
L S ! A
{ WT""' i completely mis interpreted as- an act of \machlsmo .’of 'U-;t o .g\
. Chii‘ﬁf:”_qt,t her01c masculinity; Plarr:i oacriflce doe@ saﬁe For£num . ' 1@.
}t:’}-;:,. ';j- oho has tha flnal comment‘on élarr 5 grovth in love.‘%- o :; H:{‘*,EZ
tf::, c E i 4':.."Perhaps,Ahe'd begun, Clara._ Some.of us...we‘;re ;rblt' : ,fg'
‘ j' ﬂ . S'low....it's not so) easy to love.."."?g T SR 1 :
- . o.;;.{./jJ:f;j  ?.ﬂ .wThe Honorary Consul is. a particularl& éppropr&ate u;
B X - e T L a
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novel thh which to end this theSLS, 31nce it admirably iﬁr:-f;E’);é'i
exempllfles those oolque qualltles of'theme aod technlque 1 ' '.; '?:

’; I whlch have stamped Greene s wofﬁ from the ﬁeglnnlng of : ' }ﬁ;' 5H$;
.his career. Tﬂe hlghly.toblcal subject and the exot1o i:}:3:‘ f:;yéb

'fﬁi}' "h.f}..settlng used to- arouse reader interes% are apperent as’ 'h:i':ii:;._? ;

e L . . . e “kd

. y,:“; 'a:'} are the verlous types of phy51cal and splrltual pursult o o i

- Tf%fll‘ f%’ - whlch mark .80, many of the novels.insene-;s—@he semeﬁj' L '{i
i,.ﬁtfﬂ  : ':e ,{'oerefui'select1on.of detall, econom&uaf;leﬁéuége;fcﬁeﬁgef ‘ .'."éz
P fl:s: ‘”fJ'of scene;sqoickened sade and multlple view p01nt., The '1 S i§~

2
i

o e tradltlonal love trlangle 1s agaln used to create tension -V

.
e Ny

‘ ) N nd suspense'asd.to. d;ance theme. fse.h oor cs;r&cters‘ﬂ: .:i';| ~!

i:';: .“-.:::': continue to espand and 1ntens;fyApr1ne1pal lde&J by . : L_‘j':éf

’ a _ present;og certalp attltudes towsrd; love:u Doctor Saavedr&;‘dz'zfﬁ g

) :‘[-fpr:eXﬁmpie; a.wsiter ;bo seems to\spec1alize 1n " ' ; i _::‘ | Lng

"fl{' .Tsehﬁimeﬁielg'som' nti cjnogjls;-ié-Proﬁd[of'sis obSéésioﬁl f%

» | | '{.slkh"saeolsmo' ané oelseves love to “be a éoselhﬁed'%“ f;} %
N N . T '

f:f;'; :‘/ T succession of male heroacs. Doctor Humphrﬁes,'an older el,l.; . f

.'3-11 Mlsty, sees 1o§e ms: sothené oore than nauseatlng sexuailti-_ ”t‘.;!é

,1?Tn.‘: The ﬁ251c Plot aAd the central char;eter gre typlcal Of '“{:.ljﬂ{jg

.'{s¥;.“\5f Greene s nov%ls. ;Plarr.is a ratlonal man who sees 1ove SO

,x';f”i{fi{:;f ;Jas’ebsurd"uneii {hrough assoplatlon with Clasa who acts }::_x:

'uﬂf-.as g guide on: hlS Journey towards love and through hlS J“i” DR
ocntact vith the releutionariea who disrupt hls stud1ed

LN 4 N A ' .

"routine, he is- exposed to sufferlng whlch strlps hlm of :ju_'ﬂ_;w

RENENIE TR R R R I CRR R A v e

Lot

e c#mplaCency and egotlsm wh&le a¢ the same time reveallng‘. L

T - S L T,

puthy
o iR
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”xexempllflee Greene s, contlnued obseesioh with the theme of

’Vneeds someone greater than hlmself

' you and all the others mean by the word

" as expressing the aim of Greene:;>work,

to hlm his veEkness and ev1l" Through hls.51ns &nd betrayal,

n‘. ' - ! . I -Vi

Plarr comes to see that love 15 not ‘a comedy an& that[he'

RO » . . Ve

RN ~
RIY .

of God through experlenclng suffeang whlch brlngs an.#:_;';;“

‘understandlng of the corruptlon and mlsery of the w#rld

K]

Above &ll,“The Hdnorary ConsuL

and LtS 1nhebltents.3

-

.

1oVe. To define ard objectlfy love, to extricate 1t frOm'

the relativ1ty of abstraction, to dxetlngulsh between plty,

. : o . . [

1mpersonal humanlsm ana love, these ere the ultimate '.’ 'fié

purposes of Greene s novels;. To a 51gn1f1cant extent

4 . K . e et

Plarr 3 agonlzed cry "'Love, love, I‘Wlsh 1 knew what

» o

. . .

‘"30 'can be\seen

Qulte certalnly,,

3 «

ttemp¢ on Greene s part

- . -

ﬁhls novel 1$ a very cqnsclous

x. _'- ~ et .

to define hls obse9s1on m1th love 1n terms of the Chrlstlan'
S f~ : . . : S

tradltlon.' LOVe, for Greene, seems to be a combjnatlon of

compa551on and self sacrifice 1nt1matély connected with

the div1ne by belng besed upon the love Chrlet dlsplayed

" 0§ .
through hls cruciflxion. Greene does not see 8’ formal

'1.-" . . v - .

. ‘relxglous structute as, necessary for salvatlon, for'IOVeA”
) ¢an function'ontsmde reliéioustlnstitutlons sznee the L
ufﬁ;ultimate means”to s%lvation ie not the-obeyi' of: _w:'“ ‘“1
' z'wreliglous lees but the eillingness'to love.,;fne“drenei  ;
' 'G3éﬁ:;g | 1;.?'::é?3}5;‘¥‘?;if“¥f{i;t”;ity‘€:: ‘jlﬂfn if“ f;,"7;7-t

He,comes,to an awaneneesz
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