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Abstract .

. . . ,- .
si9'TlJls fo~ use &Ii' lIupplell\entuy ma~~'ri~l' for the 7dG Five' NU:Wf~~hd~~nd

history text. " _ .'

~'t was .the r"8searchei:'11 .contention that fell" mai:e:~iIl18 were readily'

aV,ailable on this t;p'!C :~~~a!e leveL ~ .reVie~ 'of exi8ti~ ,

lIIater'ials both pdnt ...nd· non-prin(: c~irnied that this was \he <;..6.
• . ,. __ : l. \ •.•.

11 survey of thirty-five tcach~rs/of h19t:'Oi:Y. ,in GraCIe Five WIIS·· ...

conducted. Til'" findings indicated thllt insu~fic.ient resource material

was .aVllila~1.e. to te:Chcn, Iln~ that ; SllPp~tm.enta.r"Y u"nit On Marconi \fOul?

be welcOllied. The preferrlK! medium of instruction W4$ the-'soUnd filmstrip.

'':"' ~. j

.'.

. 'l1r.e p1!rpOs8.of this 8t~d~ ..,~s t9 d"eve!op instructional ~atcriJil
. on GU9'li~1lno HlI.·rec;n~ reception of :~e ~irst.. trll'n~lItllln~iC wirelellB

,.....
. !

/

I
I

I:

An instructional package was produc~d_ ....ith fomative eValUation;'· ..•.

carried out at. vadous stages by learner speciaU'sts, !IIedill. SPll.ciaUsU, \ ....

' •• ~. ./1. content Bpaci/l.li~t and Grad.... Five $tudanh. A summative ev... luat1on

. involvl!d a three-group design with analyllis·of results includ~ng '">-r

./ _comparisons of Ill~ans, examination of percentage of items cor·r~~t aoo_._"__~

~t~ analysis. ,.e results proved- 'to ~e quite favourabl~: .., ,~

In conclusion, a alida-tape proq-ramll entitled "Signals Across
, .J ~

the WaveSI Klirconi'lil Recep,tion of the Firat Tran,atlllntic Wireless

Signals" is now ready for use in the Social Studies Programme fot Grade

Five.
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I'&n" is by nature •. soc:ial being. Col1'sequsntly. he hou .l"ay.·l~t

'011 need t: ee.-ul'lie.t·~,vlth other~. '~n .eU"~lest U;;ei, he ~ll~C.to .

B.tiSlY.,thi;;.1lI4 bY,ths spoken ~rd. Thi...~~. hootevel:. p.~Oved l

i~dequate. ~en i.t bee_e. ~easary~ comIU1Iicace ',Over. distances ex-
. . . '-- - -.: "" ;. ". . .. ",

ceed.1nq. the~anqe.ot.th. h~n voice •. ·Therefor., "1'1 had to _.ehov

~:o';erc~e"~hi prObl~ '~nda~~~l hi~al!!1~ ';f ~e~~"';C~l·llellfl;8 'to I!xt~JA .~he _.,

~ a ~:~':'~t of ,the .raPi~ pac:~'Of d~V.lop!lClt'i.n·~ope.,,~aet~ 7n:... _, •.;.-

ic:aUon eyet._ c:apable of tranm.1tti.DIJ-lIlOre inforu.tion bccfotle a neceeaity,' "'.",

In~l1Y, r""'~C:here ~<!. ~en&;ted'on ~P:I"O:;i~'~~ ·~i~'t~.~ll(~ethoct,e. :~'£'

::~:.~~::<::::.:.'~:":~:~'~"::::::':,:::<:::~:~~:::<:f'( 0;
. . " '~.'

'tele~one, were pe,rfe<:~ed'-.nd. eStabl.iOh~. :then,.t~.idll ..the :end. o.t the ': " .•

Ini:~etllllnth e';~y, ~c:1enti.U1.di.eover~ a.~~y 'to u.e elee~.t;o;'::,','

~c:ate dirllCt!y, wi~out wire. l~liking tli. tr~nIl8lit~~r il.pci rec~iVllr;, ".

'" A. wfrll1e... ocianunieauon eyst_ w..; about to be bqrl\. , .I

. ",' IIh .tran'~~lIiOlUl·Ul~i~t.I!1~ gave,·ri._. b, the ~cienc~\ o~ cOllD.u.n~clltion.:...
.. ",

M~eri' C~UJllc.tion II.II~i•. hOot.vu; have only been in eXi~tenee

f~r. ahout one, hundr~ .~ Uf~y year;: Prior to the" laiddle of the· .'

leventeenth .cen.tIU01 f~ ~f ~c.!I.~ieation.v~e rathe.r ~ilIple.. . .•. ;.

"e••ages were eo.iuntcated by such d!verae aU.1'l1 •• h_n _.enger., ....
. ,/ ."' ,': '. '". '. " ..

h<:Jl!lng piq.on., lire and s.:Ike, flags, druu, be~.b, ~ sHou,. end.

the ~e-Il~~ ~f aail~ on';.h1~:

~.ards the ~nd. of. tile seven~en~.c:entiay,thinqs~an'~ c:b...~e.. :

':.-

I
, ,.

'.

In
:r



L', .•.. ,.. ,. ....
-: :,s.~verll,_~ :Ci~nt.i~~$(PlllYed.1ln~r?~~~~~~~ '~~ ~h~ di"'!,COVe&"y., ?f ~ir~:-..

"le99; ,bu~ .i~ ~ilS' a :,~~u~.q Italian i~v~~tor::. GU<;Jlielmo .M~rconi. ''oIh..cf .adapted:

thelf_~s~eiw!! and' p,erf~cted :the r~sult,s'o~.- t.Ji.lo!~r'~o~~'.:'. In' U{96,' M~':CO~(

·[::~:::::':,:;:::~:~::':d~'~::9:: ::~::'::~~;:,":~~:t;:,::::~::i
.: . ",' ...... , ".,.. " . " . .-. . ' ... :,- '. . .

eqljfP~cz(t ~to" trllnsmi~ oVllr. grea:ter:,distap.ces. .

'': ._.-~ ,;~n '~t::h'.~'7•...1~~9 •..~c~~i- .~.~·~t. ·t~,e·:,~i~~:t ·~~r~.l~S·~ dqnals ac:i:oll~'
.. the. ~~US,I'i' ChanneL,"' thu.s li~ldn9,:Engl~nd'a,~CJ 'Franco" His ~."."""qri'.tlLY"

'.

.':'::;:~i~::~~:":~::::;,h:~:~o~:~:~;~~~:: ~'::::::, ',~' :~'h"'.'" '
J;:n9~~nd •.' ::-"hi<18 bis- ;eCeiVi~9 !i~ti~n ,"'a'~ .•ei, ~p 'in a~, ~~ii~i'i.9 ~n'~ ,

~ 1., ;,oPO' ,iq"~,'Hill, ":JOh"":H"~~"",lond:";"',o~'";~""',,", ',''';

i _:-. \.', ,. ~J;ebnl h~ard- ~e. tljree f.~J,.nt. dot.: of ~e ~rSe ~e~t~r'"~r'.· .A 'ri~'.er~

• '. :'" "'oc....,"~io~'lo"; h~d'b.,"", ' -(
,~

/,;

<GS'.:.·.!.. :·.···,"i. I

/' ­
':;-~.' .

;.,

, ,

sch~is ...-~ever. t~':..Si\me ca!1not.l:1e SlI,it of. ~rconi'~s~.eat aC:h~ev"e- ..

\' ,ment·, MOst !'tuder'ots know very. l~ttle about .Marconi or the circumstances

. surrounding h'is receptibn of. the' first transatlantic wireless IIign/lls.

I
',I

'J
-',..~--' ---'--~----
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. TO help elementary students in New£oundla'i;F~nQOllIlearn IDQtB

The 'Place of Harco~i and wirel.' CoIImunicliticin in the CUrriculum .

. by the'Department of E4ucatitln, !s outlined in the Program of Studies.

'I'lJe'c~rHculum of NBwfoundl~nd and Lab;-ador schools, ""s prescribed

J ';
Marconi 's 'R_eceptiQ~ of the. Fint Transatl/lntic ~ir~less

, .'
Signal tlill, SL John's, NewfOundland 'on December 12. ~901, thi!! re-

, ..
slla:cher doterydned t9 produce an instructional pac~9<!1 entitled ·S19118.1$

T;e Proqr",1I\"of Studies 1982.-a3 lists alllllllt~riah to be used by each,

grade frbl'll. Kind~.rgarten to Level III in the R~org",ni:ted High School

Fr09raclllle. The courses listed 'in this Publication na'va been exaJnined ~,
with'regard to their content as it relates to Guglie1JnO Marconi's historic !
achiev8lllent 'in Newfoundland.

\ I>
.' ("

about the historical achillV,emellt. pcrfon.ed by Guqlielmo'Marconi on

It is doubtfol that. -Illan;,-,students are aWlite that thb was a tremendous

feat, '&.- that Ma.r,.7co.~ WQrk 'WOU.ld. eveneuall;' ~ead to the development of

rlldio." . ( , I .

Across the f1aVBSI

. 819I1ab."

",r
f
f ~~}:

, ,.

f
i·t

f

t
,,-

"

! •I

It ap~ared that the Iilubject best suited, for the inclusion of)

references to Marconi and hh wlrelellS eltperiilenu in Newfoundland was·

Newfoundland, and Labrador l1..i},tory i~ _Grade Five. Upon eXaJII.lM.tion of

.the prescribe:d text. ,New'foundland and Labrador: A Brief History ,(~ard',

1968) i the researcher. fO\lnd that thh topic WiU given cursory treatment •

.;'In the Chapt,er entitled "'l11e Second W 1d Wa w, the importance of

\ s discussed. Marcon.i and

)from across the Atlantic

N""1toll'l'ldland in transatlantic cCflY1lU ~t.1­

.,. ..his, r.~te.PMtion.of the. fint wirele!ls i

are only b.ri'llfly mention~d. ~onetheh!l8, an accompanying photograph of



._.;:....----;------_ ....

;-4-

Marconi and his wireless equipiaerit is provided.
o •

It is the opipion of "the reliloarfher that this evett is :s:l:gni'ficantly

• imporunt in- the history. of NewfoundlNld to warrant Mre deta1led study:

A 9~CIW'~ilg int.eA. "C1~ev~ee'llooPPin~ in NewfOUndla~.. history, iitet...t~r: ..If.nd

c\,ilture•. Therl!l·l~: ... n~ Nl'!wfoundland etudl'!nts to ll'!arn lIOre about

tlie history of their province. Marconi, a~d ;t'e trelle~.~us hat 'he

. per.forme.d in rflceivinq the first wireless si9~1~ acress -the Atlantic

Oc"ean on Siq~ll_: in.'S:. JOhn~8, -N~foundland de'~'a prolllinen~ .

place inNeWfou~nc1historY. , - "
,- i, . ,

0,'

.:'

"'\ .
i

J,
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NEEDS ASSESSMENT

St.at8lRent of Needs \

~ indicated in Chapter I, a q:reat histodcal ev~ took place in
" , '

.Newfoundland in the early yelll'S~;;f"t;he t"""n~ieth centu:ry, when Guglielmo

Ma:reo':!i :reclliv:ed the fiJ;"st wil:eless sigrials f:rom ac:ro!ls the Atlantic
. . ".-,

Ocean. It was pointed' out, that' ,!tUdents in NeWfoundland schools have'

only.i limited k~owledge of thb ~t a~~d its .s1qni'Ucance, in wodd~.-!-,de

~omm';lnication,

The. need f~:r additiO~~'material ~n:~coni and·'the receptiono~,

, . ,'. ' , .
;, be USed'wit~: th~ Glade ,?ive Social Studie~ prograiilme,. \~ was"d~SCOV'

t~~t many excellent projec:j:.!I had been, c<lli.PI~ted ,on Newfo~ndla~ topics,'

but a1lllost nothing 88erne<! to be availaple on Marconi and the reception

. \~f,~~O ii.rst:.,wir~~e" Si9~,ls ~n S'i~l·'~ill.,' in St.:' JO~~':'S. ','~,>was "

suggested ~'the,re!leBrchel' that per~ps something could be ..df.vi'lopM

~n-~0is to;pi~ ',;~i~h lai9~t he U~~~UI to 'the soCial St~d'ie':-;e,achers·a~· '-

, ,\
the-Grade pive level.

,:" '/.'"
,:',.', ,.
I~ order t.o, elt.ablhll, that a specific need'did exist. for such

supplementary ma:U~ia'le, .tha r8188reh8r~interviewed informally' a, numer

of Crade' Pive 't.eai::hers in,the·St. John's ritg:ion~ Discus'sion cflntflred
, ~ :. , . . : . ."\ , ;'

.. around such questions /1111 ~Does ,the Grade Five,.history t~xt provide
, , ',-,

10"""""""- eno.uqh,~nfOrmatipn on Marconi and the,~eeeption Of, the vireleu li~nllls?~1

; "Wou,ld you like to 88e~.ollle supplelllln.brY 1lIlIter1a18 on this tOp'ic?~, and. , . . . ." .



~
1\

"Do you think that th~E"C is II necd to: COVl!r this topic: in" greater 'depth1~

The _jor'lty ,of teachers inter';ieWed IIgreed that there was both II shortage, . . . . .
0.£ informa.tion and a need to cover t~e' topie-in lIlore detail.

.. ','"
Subsequent to these informal interviews, t1Je re~earch~r cOlIlpiled

ill questloMaite to gathe~ informatiOj\ IS to whether'these views WeCll

reflected by Grade Five 'teachers across the province. "and to cl.eterm.i~e

it "any resourl:e materbl. were being used. The questionnaire {Appendix

C) was mail:ed to thirty-five Grade Five teachers throughout the Ptovlnce"

Of' H~found1and. 'N~ntY-!Ieven ~ue~tioilnaires ....ere. returned, and the

finding5 swiwarized. below in :rab1e I.

Table I

Awareness aM Use' ot Materials

Regarding. ~rconi in Newfoundland History

, .:'

OU811tion

1. Is the:re sufticil:mt infor­
mation prOVided on Ka~co1l1
and wireless,'!n the G~adB

Five hilltor'y text Nf!wfound­
land and Lab~ador',~

~(HaU'1-B.,,196~ll7

2. would there be acme. value
in studying thie topic in
greaterdepth1

J. Ar~ you' 1.'Z"esl!!ntly using any
resource material, on thh
topic, b.yond what ie in
the text?

"

\;
27

"'''''

27

27

,.

<~~ ·,'as obvious to the 'researcher frem the reapan¥,1 on the Ire:-

~ turned que.tionna'rB~..the.t only a few materiall of a general nature did



exist on this" topic, and that other lIupplemenUry materials were clell.rly

I . _
To seek further eonfirllI/ltion thllt lI.upplelJ.sntary materials were

I

need1 o.n thl,lS'topic, the re!l,~,'lI:cher then contacted the NevfOUhdla~,

.nepar~nt of Edu~"'tion, lind i~ conversation wIth the Provincial ~<;;ili.l ,

Studiu, COnsultant confirmed that. little or no >:ellOurce IllIlterlal was
\ ..

)' "!vllilable on this topic. The Dlractor of the Instructional Media Centre

dId, however, bring to the attention of the rsuarcher tva audio-tapes

whtch h/ld been produc8d by the Sc~~1·BrOa.dea9tDivision. These wUI be

d~J3CU~Bed below. ".

1'he resi;a:tcher also contacted /I nUlllbe~f Soci~l St.\,1dielll,CQnsuIUntll·

at the SChoOL soar:d level, and .~l indicae,cd that. they had no k~ledge of

eJcistlnq sUPP~eJIlent/lry materials on Marconi.. Several libJ;llrianll veri!! 1I1110

consulted, bU~t, l'IOno was lIwaro of any S~if~C ma~erials available, or" of

any rr.u.er~alll presently being used by teachllr"••

Alt(!I:nate Solutions

Since teilcl!.era had indicated." that supplellentliry INIIterialll 'IOU'"
, ' ~ . .
needed concerning Karconiand his aChievements in Newfoundland, and lince

I ; I
little seemed -to ,be available, the~researcl:ler wa,a eonfror>ted, with a

problelll to whieh there existed three possible IOlution,s", The tirst., and

. ~bvioully the beat, wQuld be to earry au!;; an intensive aear~h to detenline ...

what cOlllllereially developed print. and non-print ~terials, already in

llxistence., could be llIllde ~Olldilf available to Grade Five tellchen,

The second lolution would b!! to uke modU~C:lItions to lIny IllIlte.rilile

that. ~iral1dy exbted but th~~, were unluitllbll! for Grade Five Itudentll~'"

.\ J

A th~rd alternlldve would be for teac:hlu, curriculum committla8,

. . __.. ....L..-



.....

or l11dividull,ls who had ~c8ellrched a particullllr topic to produce instruct­

iOMl materials lIuit'lbl@ for the' Gradl'! Five Yevel.

The researcher then considered each of the three Boluti.ms.( .

Survey of Existing Materids

TO~e%'lldne if either the tirst or second alternative could be

~doPted. thi researcher .surveYed the rellourC~9 "ar the Queen Elhabeth

II Libellry lit MelllOrial' Uni\ersity, the ,u.niversitY CUrriculum Centre, the

Un1verllity Centre for Audlovisual"'educlltlon and its Resources Clearing

House. The I!1l1tructional Matel"iab Dividon. Dllpartme~t of Education,

the National Fib! Board of ca.tiada~ the pr~vincial ltofere.nce Library ~oo

the various pubpc libraries'throughout the cIty of St. John's vero also

llurv<lyed t0l\' ex!.lJting matedals on thb topic,•. lis ....ell, the researcher. .
conUcted the Maritime ~istory Group. the Signal Hill National Historic

Park (Parks canada). The C"nadi"n /Urconi COlrlpllny, "nd ,Marconi HouS',

&elll\llford, Engl:and • . it

Print Haterill.ls

• Th~ 'investi'1ation into ';"riou9 print materhlS :revealed th"t very

few existing mat.eriah on Marconi ate suitllble for uae .in el_enu:r

schools. Host mate~ia18 availabie "re in fOtlll of adult bioqraphies of

Ma:rCO~i. or historieS. o~ t~e Marc;9ni COmpany. Moat devote .0nly.11 t~

lI~ce to Marconi's historic exper~.llIent in N_foundland. The high ev!!l

of vOCllbula~y "nd technical terms used in the print materials aJ:'e ell

. ../ beyond the relldinq level of t;;J:'ade Five students. SOIIle of the boo 9

exandnJmay, pe.rhapll, be ueed ae background. re.din'1 material by Social

Stud.ies teac~, p;fovided the teacher can acquire them.
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\, Books

Atlantic "~r'idgeheadl the st"orv, ot 'Tra'ns~tlani(c Co~u~ications
(ci~yton. \~968)' ..

OiaP.t;e%' .vII of this book covers the ,tory of the firlilt wireleoll~

819M.l; ",Joss the "Han'tic. 11. brief account Of ~rconi's Illlrly work
} . - . J .

is prOVided:, and his historic breakthro:uqh in N~fo~nl and is presented,

in sollie de7~'~: Althou9h this bock ma:( se,rveas .b:~k9roun~ 1II4terial for.

the teacher, caution should be exerci,sed, liS several incorrect statements

are made bY,the author. As well', the vocabulary and-writing style make

thb a' Jr 'soUrce for 'Grade F'i~e BtUd~~t~·.· ! ;

~apter8 t, Marcon; HiI'I~rY (n.d.) , . " .'

1U!.Jln IlIdUlt hist6r~. this book.preBen~8 II corrprehel\8!ve overview

of Marconi "and his ~rk with wireless communicat.io!". How-ever,' it is" of.

l!tt;le valu~ to Grade, Five"~studentll; 1111 the .lllve1 of writinq b beyond

the e1e1llentllry stu(jent: -~e book.Ny abo b~ extl'ellle1y. diffidult tQ

obtain, as it has been out ?f print fot many yeu·s ..

COJ:l:l\lnication in NewfoundlalUS (Meaney, 1937)

'J'h~. 18 a U~her'dull alUS difficult accOunt of '~e tele9";aph,,

cable, winless aoo~ telephone systllll\li i.n New.fo~'Uand •. Marco~'s ,.

'histo~iC achievelnent on S~gnal'Hil1,"St. '!ohn's, is 8UllUl'1i!lrh:ecl well but

too much irl'elevant,lIIi!lterial i~ inciuded. The \l~fam.i1.br .Writiri'g style;
• . I • • . .

difficult vocabulaty and lleCllli~9lY unrelated discussion IIIi!lke this un... ·

. suitllble 'r8lloUrce DIi!l·t.rial fo~ GJ:ade Five ·student·s.

'J'hji, Evolu'tion of Electtic Wjlve Telegraphy (f'leJDlnq, 1970,)

This very technical bOok contains th8 'baa~c story ~f ·the firs't'

wirelese aignsls scross the Atlantic. However,,' it l!Ii!ly be dlf(icult'. to

compnhend by anyone who is not wel~ ve'reed ±rI 'the technical aspects of .
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~,i,.;.. ";00" IGo""o'. '970) r··
Like other bi_~T"'phi~9 of M:rconi, this book traces' his, life frcl1ll

boy~0?C! _and-earG:i~r.ele ...: expedments at Boloqna, I~ly. to his la~t
___.-: J

years as a sonator i," ROm£!. Chapter IV, entiUed·."~e 'B1-q Th~n<J' and

"fter" deal!! Iori.th Ma'rconi'll ;uecessfUl ~an8mi9.s~.on of "ireless signals

<lcross'· tha "tlantl,c. This account il;; not ills "911· written -4S others in

th~t its '.infOl1llatto'n is SOlIIstimell' sketchy. parts II and III at ,this book
. . / . . . . ' .

aro concerned ~~ri1.y with "technicAl infonnation on.w~7e+"Bco_uhicillt.ion

., . .
Guglielmo Marconi>' 1874-1937 (Gedd,es. 1974)

. -1'~:is.lII a "~,~er ~::,tf.i ~ccount.:.Of·JW:coni. his.Compa?y" ~nd .

wirelllBS'liUtJ?1lrillUlint.t. Each stage in Marconi's life is ,covered very

br~.eflY; The lnfOfbtio~(n--t.h,e transatlantic'venture is: Ol'ketchy, and

adds little to one's uri~erBtandin9' of MarCOni'5 great achievement.·

- An llis-toff-Of-Co~:nlC&uon& "-~--l;~e CibOt:'l'\i.Iei of 'St; Johii.'.;--· ;.,,-- --~,·1-
~(Prouix,l9791, '. .

,Thill llIanuscript, .provided by.Parks Ca~da, contains Ii brief Ol'ect1?n

on Marconi. Not ll~ug}l:i.nfonaati<m ill provided to ~ke an adequate'

background sou~ce for the teacher or student.

A History of .t~-e Marcchli CorIpa'n;IBaker, 1970)"

This his...tory begins with a 'brief re'swn~ of ,:a'~lY "c'i~ntific dis­

coveries in the field of electricity' up to 1896, and record. 'tha fortunes

of the Marconi- Company. 'l'he book d.eta118 the story of .tadio.COIlUQUnicatiOfle.

.Th~. <:;hapter on tho reception of the fint wir~lesB' ai9'~a18 ac!O.. tlle

Atl~ntic\h qUite ~horou9'~' and c,ou1d provide teachen with in~ere'stinq,

l>ackqround infotlllation; TeChn~l and detailed.' explana~ionll sU!Jgest thll,t ,

\--_._--~.



th,l.s book ~l' be far beyond the reading levd of most. GradQ FiYe students

. in NllYfound.1and schoo15~.'·-

~.IJOlly,.1972)

,~~.'

I .
This i!l II.n excellent bioqraphy of Marconi and ,his wolOk in the· develop-

I.
lllent of wireless co~unicati0z:t. ~l upects of Marconi's Hfe are co~eree:t

in depth,' wi th ~ne chapter, being 4eV'Oted. to his, spanning the Atlantic wil;h .

his wi~eless 'iqnals. 'As a,,:adult"~ioqti'phy,'tliis~k·.is.an excellent
~ ., i " :
sow:ce of backqround readinq ~or teachers,' but· it is too diffi.cult for

I!IOst elementa.ry·stud~nts ..

Marconi and hi~ "'ireleu .0:963)

'This' is a very' short s~ry .';t Marco~i arid the dev~lop.ment'of
wirelQS:lI COllKl\~i~at:1.Wl; of· which on1y on.e paragraph b.dQ~otllld to the

'..,-~'
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Father of Radio .(GlInston, 1965)

" '\ .' .
.1 ~;. b""'UC'lh~t boo~ 0: .d,,!:l~'. or ,.nior high '<[hool !IJ-Ilchenb

on Karconi '.~ ~. de..elopen~ 0\ vueleilS ~ni""t.ion. Written in .&

;udable style. 1t tne.. ~~\ry of ""rconl frwl hJ.. ti!rllese exph-i-.

_.nttl to "hb . i ..t df,y•. ln )kDe~ great .vent of wireless Bi'l~l. .

crossUig 'the I\tbn~ic Ol;:.~n for J." first; ti.. 11 . eneeli very w,U in .'I . . "
C~pter lV, and is exesUent back~ro\lnd ):'eading for teachera., For '_at.

C~~de'Fi",;'e 8tudB~t'. however, ~e e"~ ~y b. .0000evhat'beYond \he.ir

colllprehension. The. voc.b!llary is itficult. a8 WIny tectonicaI: vords

relating to wlrlll11BB"'!"d e~eetrid 'y'are \l~e:".
". '.\ ','

Marconi, Inventor.and Innov:"tor (Edwards; 19]1) '.:

• '1tIiIl work, pr~p6nd during. J....~ of'~971 by • "~ud~t elIlPl~ed
. • I '. .."'.

.'::H::::~D::;::nr:::~:~~:' .:::::~::.::::r:::~~
..part ot ,the. l-ep;lrt c:oncentrate. on .fe rec:eption ot tlla w1r~l~••iqnals

across the. i.Uantic. in 190i, with The Eveni';' Herald', a 10Cill ~pu-
'. . \' ...

ot ,t .era" beinq quoted ex~nsivelr- 'the report _y be u.ed 4.. back-

• ground info~tion for the topic, . \. , , •

MArconi - "..tou: of Space (Jacot andlCOlller, 1935)

, A f..., pll.ge. of this 'book deal ~l:th Marconi's t..ranaat;1.antic ell;pel"i-

..ants' On'ly general lnfonlilUon ill JrOVided and ~t tilUla '~ents-ar~
, I' '

exaqqerated. The ,book may be ot liJdied use to teachars .i~ othlll" .our,ces ,

are una:vailable, SOllIe ~i(ficulty IIWlY! be 'experienced' in 'locatinq this

partic)oI.lar book.

Hercont, Pieneoar of Radio (~oe. 1943)'

'l'bl. book di.c\l"~~ Marconi'. :e~lY .x~rillenta and the pa.rt he'

'r

1-· " played in the devtlopeant of world-vide,"irel~.. _icatlon. Althouqh ...

I'"
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~. hoCU,1 i~fo~"i\"id" " ch":'';'~k _","U ,~' bo _o~<~',.
conversations between Karccni and hi" fellow workers at-a cont,rivad, and

weaken th, account. The iJustrations at 'the bec;lnninq; ot each ch;;apter

are ~'rlY' ~rawn, ~nd th,'!! voe~\a~ is too te~hnical for ~st Grade

Five students. The chapter 0Il tiI\ reception ~f the first transatlantic

lJir"lessllignals maYbe." sourc_e:o~nf!'re.tionfarteachers,.

Marconi< the MolIn and hb w~releu {~\I\"p, 1911)

• In a e!lapter e:~~~tred "~ Flrst'~ansatlant.iC Si9n.al ft
: .. ·v",ry, \l,ood

account is given ~~MarCOni': historic 111'eriment: .Prepar~tlon8 for.-the·

'. test, -~h~ ~cru.!e applli:i!lt~s u8ed~ and ,the .vA\.i.OU~' problell\!l .1Il.>:perienced are

all written MloUtln d!!uil, This is a verr 9o.::.."O,,?,<::e fo.:: teachers.

'. ... ,-,d for niost stl,lden~~·. The vocabulary, howlwer, tend; to go beyond tll~

Grad'e ·Five level. Some difticulty might be, experience" 'in _obtaining. .

thin source.

My Father, Marconi (Mllrco!f-' 1962)

Tius book not only recounte ~he scientific achievements of

Guglie11llO Marconi but also gives an intiilate portrait of his peuonal

life. Hie reception of the Urst 'VireleU\5ignde acro.se' the Atlantic

iii dl!tailed very well and thi'B aceoun.t WOUld, serve alj: exo;:ellent back-- .ground material for teaeheu. Al·an adult bioqraphy. the reading levll.l

of this book is' above tha.t of moat .~ementary ~tuc1ente.

Old Wires and N.... waves! the History of the Telegr/lph,.Telephone. and
~(HarlQW.1936J

Thill. book· trace.a ·the. de.ve.lo~ent of ~e tele<Jraph. the tele.phone

and wireless. It'in scientitiq in Il/lture e.nd containe lllollny technical

tano.a: A rather bri'lit account·h provided of the ~irit lignal~ ~ent by

wirale88 ~cr!,88 the Atlantic OCean. It in a poor source for. both



; , .' .
his prepar,ation fOI:, !,nd hill c¥rying out of hill tu.naatlantic wireleslI

AXpe.z.:iment.' It is an sxceilsnt source ,of backgrOund" matedal fOI: the"
. ,

The leval oi the vocabU1ary,ulle~, hO\ofQvel:, I!lll.y preclude the

... 6tructural and N~rrative Hilltory 'of Signal Hill' National Hbtoric
/park lind Area to '~94S (Cando..-~ 1979) ...

.. ThiB manuGcrlpt, available .fI:QIIl. parks c;anadll., contains an .

excelleot acc'ount of HarC?nt's Ilcl1ieVelllfl.nt in St. John'II'. 'lbe writer

provides a bl:ief bioguphical sketch 'Of Mal:~~ni, .a~d cOvsn· in' dstail '

j"

I

''f!lta brief hwtory has a small section·de,e.lil1\l with Marconi. It·.

lIDst Grade Five $tud~ntS:..

student", and teachers •. and Cl4y be v!lry herd to obta.in,

"'. O,ld." ;",y, "" ""y O{'," '0"0'., ".,<Nod1."" I"'''ill, 1975)

In a chapter sbtitled 'The Trade of Words·. the wrl.ter. \liv.es a

very brief ~nd \lenera.l account of Marconi'~ exploits in St. ~~n:s. While

the- S:C(:bunt~1I plCOYid"S <1:" liluccinct 1Ill>llllllary of thill hilltoric experi~nt

for the te~c~;students~i\lht"h~ve'difticuitywith it. '!hi: ,h ~n " .

adult history boOk a,nd ~e level of. the lan\lull\le is well ilbova tha,t o"",~

Signa,l lIil~, an Illustrated Ifbtor"y (zierler and f!Ustard, ..,19S21

"t
I

'. . . .... [ .
. 'may be ef SOlIe valus to teachers ·as back'l'rouncfm;aterial, since it ~rOvides 'j

:::;:::::::::: ::'::'::::::::::?::':~::i:::"O::od' .' r-
Sigoal Hii.~ Ha,tional Historic Park U9S9J ?i,-

'Ibis booklet c<;rVirs the basic fac'U of'Marconi'lj achi~v_.nt on )

Si'l'nal lIi11.. As with other s.o',u:ces mentioned above, the vocabulary ~ I'

used may be beyond the Grade Pive level. This booklet is alao, ~if~
/.
I to obtain.

!
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..
use of thi~ his'tory by the Grade Five student;,

. ' .. . ,~. .' .'
1\ voice From Afar. the History of TelltConlIUnications in Ganadll (Collins •. '
1977)

~. '. .',

Marconi's reception of the first ..,irelian.siqnals across the

Atlantic 1s: given little space in this 'hist.orY. 1'h'" P1~pa.rat.lon~ ror.:

this' event and the' actual reception 'of the si9nals in Newf~ndland ill:

cov~ted primarilY'~n,.s~ry: 'to~.. Mj"v,er/Uttli d",u.ii, 1~ prOVi~84;

thlt book "Y.be in~eq\latet;tu baekqrOUnd:i~on ~or'tea~her6.

may be o~ SoIllli-value t;t' Grltde 'FiV~'-'5t~e~'ts'<t 'O,th"et s~urces are

l,lMv,11able.'

~we' Love Thect~f;undl~~~ft (Gl"lI~JlI~ .{;791 ~.
. , " .

short ChllPte; entitled ftMarconi" 'whi~h '~inf'l ~i~ '~e Inve~tor'.s

arrival in Hewfoumllaml. The authOr })rietJ:y IIUIllIlIllrhes Marconi'i1 visit.

to St. John's .and,calis, his .aCh~e~eaient'.there "on~ ~t' the.:1llOIIt'l;m~r~.nt
;",vents in Ne...ioundland~s history". lo/ritte~ :for adults and.. provid~n!1 '

liJnited":infonaati';n;: th.is 6OW:Co ~u1~ not: be' satisi~cto.ry~ tor llips~

elellle.ntary grade .•tudsnts",

. .'
. loiira1ess at Sell: the First Fifty Years (Hancock, 1950),

. .. t:

"

L·

,.
. .'

'l'ttis'is a· history 'of the cre..;"eioP-nt ~f wire1ells oQWllUllicatici~ at
. , " : .'

Only'a very. short accOl,1nt is given of' Marconi,'. first transatial\tie.
" , ". .

s;g~ls. This "ac~un"~, a.cc~panied by, four photoqrafllls of ,~,tle event.. is ,;

. ''''i••llY <li..... 'OJ' ."'. ,"'•••"""C'•.•"... "oM' b;.".;~.. ' I
ge'nera1 baekoground infomtion 'f~r te~cherB, However, InQst' .Gr~de ·Five ,.

student. we?uld haye iSifi~cuity" Undetstanc11r\g ,th~ t,eehn"idal ~eebU1ary.,

Wirele•• ,over '~lrty Yeits (vivYan, 19331

E!,s.ent.ially "\I,hi~tory:of ..~r"l,~coalmunicatioh, '.thiB ~k"~~



,is- .'

. ., , , .
a good source because lI~h of it WOuld'.be beyond-their level' of urode:!." I

stAndinq ...

. ,

M,veral ~gea reeount~.nq the, first .transatlantic' ...i~uleBs leXp.eru.e~ts ..

'It ;~i be: ~f .value ft;r t~e _.~eache~',t.o os", as baCk9.r~~nd ..i.nto~t~o,!, ·:if.~ .

other .sources ere unavailable," por~udentll. ,however, thi~ ,~k'l~ not., '.

wir"'le8~ tf:l_leg,r~ph~, a·r1d.d",a"~s. briefly Il.~ tJ~n~ll.l~Y ~ith Marconi. It

",~:' u~'~itabl.e·for both· t<'!ll.chers ~~. st~,d~~tS' tor ,~.riUllb,·-" 111I,' .t r"'~8ons,: ~,.( , ,'" ! ,"
.~e '. rk is di.ttlcUl~ ~ 'obtain'J i~ has ·an unfam111'~1w~itin9 styleJ the ..

voca " la~"y is ~iffic~~t, ~nd ;l,t· contain",inc:~rrect ~~to~tion.. " '.

. "

.....

~'".. '.".

'~
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MMarconi, in Newtouridiand" (1902)

,~(;pgU"'l1ll'o MarcdJ;li ~ "(1903)

This'articl<'! is'",n~ntiallY co~c",rn~ with.~h<'!'deV~l~~~nt'ot,

Articl~s from 1ob~nailillt.1Id'nevs6beu . . .
"f'e.s;enden :00 ,Mai~~i:-l:h~'~Q .G'r~~i 'Pidnee'rs of Radio <J.nd th.lr

ca~di~n'~onoe~t10n!t.,.~.~eche,.··~~~ll. ,', , :-- '" ._~:

"Thi.s'srtiCle".provides a brie~.ac~~un1:-:~f Ma:rc~ni'!1 lif~ a4rJs.:.
c.QIllPUed with' that of· the canlldian-.~ci~·ntist.'"R~9illllfd~eSlle'r.den,·whO .

,'. abo ~~d ~ioneer work- J.~ wirel~8~ 'a~ ,~~~~~ •. _~.~ ~0lI}l, inc;rre~t. iilf~(:.-'
mat1o~- Is given in""thiB ~C<flU~~; ~~ a}1tic~: :_8~ld be :used eni~ .. -.':."). .., .
'oooJ;;"'''., Wlt;.ti>~' .~,.,. "" ai;I~\:e';"';b'O""Ul.l";;'" f~' . ) •

\~'!/ '" th~ accompanying phoeoqrafm8.

... '

(

(" 1 ~

. ,
""

; .. ; .

This' i~ an ~xcel~ent accOunt. Il.S ,QiVen'- by Mar~i '~o the TillleS

reprelllllntatlve o~ thlll rlllClIlption' ot thlll t"iiat. e1gnals in Newfou~'lan~

tl:~OR Poldhu, England. Sin it ilIloaVll.ilab).e only on microtilm, it is
•• 0 o. '. _ -, \_ , '''''''', ". - ...

not .euil~·,acc~a'~b~e forolllOBt ,cJ:len. or .tua.nh. ...

:"'J'tle K"rcon~' .:rary.Oce~iI~ Il\~nt.; ,(i902) •

Ilarco~1'8 reception ot', tli, ~iut, tr~,n••tl.nti9 "iule••.si9~ls

'I .,

'O"~_'_,,_
,..,. 'C,;"
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· 'from PcldnuJ England is 10Iell cov(!rcd in 'this 'rather co;apreh~n~ive 4cco~nt.
." .

. . 'Thh technical ~ticle db<;\luiis th~ difficulties that ~arconl expe~lenced.

and specUla,te,lI upOn his ~laM. fo~ the .futu_~e.• · A&' the 1it~.ary style ill

.d't~~e article' lIl~Y be; Of_l:ttie~value l~t the Grade Five' level. It
/.

is .ii~o difficu\t to acquire.:

. .
'''M&rconl', G,re~t P,illco;'ery: Plrllt Trana-Atl~ntic Wireless Signa~s were'
Recclived at Signal lIil1 8 (1947)' .. ,. .

.. -ni:s:l,e..ngt:hY article provides a .li~Y of the develo~~nt of Itire-

.' '.l~h ~unicatiO? It f,eatures ~ 1li09'nphical eket-cp of .,N4rr;oni' arid

deals ,1n' d~taii ....ith his experirments 'in Newfoundland,' It 'raY be of ~se

· :~~~ba~kq.ro'Und: ·1~.f.onr.ati;n for teachers._ b~t..•it 1Ia~ be too,c~j,'ff~'CU1~ fO~,
elClOentary lItude~t~•. -\ho,' it ilI·~t· e~lii~y ,acceSllible for most s~JiOolB.

. . ~. "Si9na1 HiU-.(l979j

. , - '. ." . y.
,'~he role that ,signal Hi.U.hall played in the hill~ory cf St. Jch~.'lI

. :La covered in.thb"lIrticls;. Marconi'll.hhtcric i!l.chievement-.is briefly

dhCllllSed. A~ very 'few' dllta~~s'&r·;·p'rtlVided, ~his ~cco~~t is not <'In

adJa~e .source"fcr the t'e~~;-or st~;e~t:' . '.. . . '. ,

"Tr~,!aatlAnt1'b Wirdeiss Tlllll9raph~: MarCQni' s·S'!-cee.$llful Experiment­
(190,2) .\ - . •

;1 ~F~~ lU98'photcgti!l.phs .1Icccitt~nYthis. .bJ;lef ~,c,co~nt of Mar.~ci~'lI
· &lII<'I!.ing s.ucie;'11 in Newfoundland. While' this Baurce: ~y' be ,vi!l.lu~le for

:the .picturell a!,so~hted, lfith t.~e first traneatl~nt~~ lf~elell~_ sign~'ls"

it may-be vary ditUeult'to obtain tor most t~';cher4 and students.

.:.;.

i
i
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'Non-Print Materlals

Upon investi9lltin'J t"e :Xis,tence'Of.no~.-printII\Ill;er1als t~'e re­

searcher d~scov"ered twp ~Udio'-tapes pr~~c,~ by School Broa~~aats.

Deparment of Education.

~ (NewfoUndland 'School Broad;cast8. i~2).
- '" ',' ,\ ' . .

This audiQ-t;ape. altl\ou9h an int'erestin9 account. 9f'Jolarconi and

'\

"
, ',;

. :. , ' ,

teaooera or, Btuden~..

'aceurai::ie,. ,~~ ,:q~e~r,~tier fe.H.- that this tape 1s. not ," ,9';Od sOurce for:

/

'Wireleu in NeWfOUndlllnc:i~(NeWf?Und~"nd'SChQO~:Br~~~4'Bts.:19(2)

De~li,;.g genera:~~ 'with .the": ~~lY -dlllYB ~r. ~ir.~l~B~": and:-,'~if,iCallY

,lith.Marconi'a recePtion; of th'e firat',ir,ellllls ,i9nal8' fr~ across the

, ,

the fir.t ~ire;.s liIr~~ls· ..c~as8 ~e:AtlAntic ~~ 1,901, "Contains a.

nllJllber of histor1ca~,inlu;:curaci:W !,fiich .1~~~~P the value of t~e infor-

,::'::~:'9~:~~:r~:.:h:;::i":;::::::,;::i~:.':~=:y '";u .
'both,of M~reoiij:"s -assistants: ~ese'facU'are incorrect, a~ 'indicated,'

',bY ~:h" ~;;'~'I ~;?"i.(~'~<O~: 1?;~: ',0'1;, 1912, <>i.;,? 19:1), ,
Th~_ta:pe .~lSO lIIa~nta~n~' thit, ~~' B'i'9~,ls ~~e ,he~rd clearly lind

Unr;!stakablY on"~~_~ ,~ay" ,~JU! ,~9ai'\.•:~ D~7!~.lO' ,1ti:~rY p~coun,~s

that tfc ~~fl~ls ,w~.r~ ~t: ~~ear.: ~~in' f~~~ wer~ ~.relY pe7cePtib.~e"

On~Y.r.:the- trained ear. of ~C?hi- a~.~~ 4~ii~nt could ,distinguish the

. !Ii'J~lS' f:cxr: t~e :9r'~~~' ~U?t:_of . .a~~i~:'pr~!Je~t'. \Becau~ of ~ thue in­,<
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These !Ii9na'ls are reported to have heen l>eeeived in Cabot Tower,

writers (~rist"n" 19651 JO,lly,' ~972; Dunla,?~ 1911) cl~"lIrly shOW that r,
th'is inrormat,ion is :inil(:c~rate. For this relison, ~e researcher rejected

this audio-tape '~s' an' instr'u~tio"nal device.'

The rna~erial descriged above comPri~es a sample. ot .the 'ftems eXUlil)ed

by the researcher to deter-.ru.ne,wheth~ror not there·ar~.'_terialsavailable

~at may satisfy the need.!!:!l: G,:"~de Five te;ch",rs for ~nformation on "

Marconi and the recep~ion O·f. 'th~ f'~r'8t wire~~ss siqnals across 'the, Atlantic.

'''A,fter t~rough exall~nation o-t these-mllterlals, it was conclud~ by th",

resea~~h~r t~~~. ~ne is directed 'Spoc::i~i~~llY at the aqe leve,l of ,Gr~de

Fi~e students, 'and thllt.none can~, e~sily ~ified or ad~pted for this

~;rad" lo!vd.

• .I", •

/. Rationale for Development of Materiale \, , /~

Havinq ~Suib~i~hed th~t a ·need 'f~r instruction;a.l,materials cn

Marconi and' ~'e rec~Ption ot ,t:he first, wlreless siqnals ac("oss the,
" .. "

Atlantic' did "exist.' the resellt"<:het" pu~!Iue'd, the first of the 'three po.nlbill

, !Iolul:1oTlll to' the prOblJ... The ("ese~~he~· fit"S~ e09aqed, in il ~OI:O~qh
" ,.

eear,ch for IUterhls that 'already exist ~m.thh topic., Thill.se1l.rch re-

.' '" f. \
vea~ed that" whil", r;r~, of.prlnt N~'e~ials atil! ~ist, ,theY w.e~

oriqinally ~ntende4, toll.., adult' readE\r;'", They wece qenecal In,,nature,

i:ec::hn"lcal in content! ",;nd are not suitable fO~' instt"uction in Gt"adll Five
. . ,

history; Cl'aslei in, Newf;oundl~nd schools. The searf~ also' rev~lld that
. , , ." .

vit"tually 1'10 non-ijl:int IIIllterials e:dlt on .ebh tctpic, with the exception

or two aUdio-tapel tha't ar~ hbt~rically i~e=ate. orhll re8~rcher
," ~

.rejocted'these rece;t"<iinqs ~eli.v,in9 .that they shOUld no lonqet" be u.ed

with Gt"ade FiVe studentll'.



r
With respect to the pecond solution. - that oE llIOdifl'ing existinq

mllteria'b - the researcher was of the opinion that none of the biog'raphiell

of Marconi or hiltorius of the Marconi Company could easily be adapted

for the Grade five level. Most are too detailed and tcchnicll.l. and may be

difficult to modify. None was written !!pecifically for the Grade Five

Therefore. since no ,suitable IU.teriah exist·, 'a~d since none lI\ay be

r(!.ll.dily modified for the average Crade Five student, the resear.,heC'wll.s

CQnvinced that the rational ... existed to purllue the third .801Iltion-to the'
., \ .

problem. A supplementary instructional"package- would be produced for the

Grade F.ive Level., This' would be entitled, "s!.9'nals Across ~he Waves:

Marconi~,' Recepl:1on of the First .Transatlantic Wireless 51901118".

~ • . OUtline of the DeveloJl!llent Process

~-..._~ develop the inetnictIonal unit, the researcher adopted a model

which served as a quide and as· a broad outline for the developnlent process.

,
NEEDS ASrSSMENT

LEARNER·ANALYSIS

I
'l'ASK ANALYSIS

LEARNING !8JEC'l'IvtS ...

. CHOICE Jp MEDIA

DE~LOPMEN'l' pLEOUR&S and
FORMA'l'IVE EVALUATION

SU~'l'IVE l¥o~ATION
Fiqure 1. InstrUctional oeeiqn Kodel



/
~,. n,,, "'" of 'h, d"do""., mod" hoo boo. d'oo<lb,d 1. . r :

previous pa'J':8 teMpter II}. 'ltoe n'!'x.t step entailed. ~n !nvV6tigatlon of

the ch.u"scteristici of those for whom the inetrllctionai package wa"oJ to be. . .
. prepar,ed. 'J:?lis is rep<>rt~ iil~the c~pter entitled' ~Learner Anlllys'1s".

. . . :
From "thu 'various' lI.,!,dia that ~9ht po!l!libly be used, the. most

appropriat.e was chosen. A description of this procedure is given in ~he

chapter ~Rationale for Choice of Media~.

'I?'roughout the process of producing the pIIckagl'!,' evaluation and

revision w",re conducted as repo~ted in the chapter on "Formlltive Evaluation".

'. The final evaluation appearll in ';he chapter headed" "SllIIllIIll.t.ive E11aluation,".

\

\

. \

~i.
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The 'students fol' Ifflom the instruetionolll unit 15 developed are the

Grade Five students of Newfoundhnd elementary sehOO~~ As a group, these
. 'I.

students undoubtedly possess certain characteristics, any of which vo Id

make th~llI different ,from other 9rad~s in th" _school. 'Ibey will ObVit",Y
d.l,ffer in 8ge, in aChievement level, in their attitudes towards thei '

''''''.ies, in tholr eXPl!riencllB.. with ~edla -and in their r"'lllolonshlpll . ith .

'their t"'llchers. . I .

However, Uttl"e Inf()l:~lrJl,tion can be fOUnd in the reseu'eh lite Ilture

concernin9 the nature of these students" Bei~W is II description"of reil"­
Characteristics with: ,respect to a~e •. lIaturity~ aChievement .~nd attitude.

This description is partly based on the inforlllllUon .ivllilabll! (rOll oontllCt!l
. ' ". , '

wIth teachel"s, frolll the researcher's own exp.erienee as' a teaCher; and 'f·rom

infor=.tion provided by the Newfoundland Department of Edu?ation.

, A98

'Aceordin<:l to the D'ivhion of Information, st,!ltiaticlI and publication.

of the Department of Education.in Newfound.1.lInd, the IUjority of students .in.. .
Grade Five .in .t<ewfoundbnd. IIIlelllen~ry schools nnqs in age from nine to

~lev8n years .• ~e lIlean chronological .98, would, therstore. be ten years.

I .
. These recor~8, mainta.ined bv,:he DepUtalent of ~dU~.lltiO~ ar,8 compJled

ft'Om the annual qeneral returns submitted by each school in the pro';fl'le.

A 'o"h:' " ....down on ·th... " ..... ,ot ",""f!",on th, Dep"",,"t 0'

Education statistiCian.

·:f

#"

I
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\ ..
NO records were ll'IIailable frolll the Departlllent of 'Edu'cation on the

maturity l~vels of Gtade Five students in ·the ptovince. An officbl of

the Department o~ Ed~cil.tion reclXl:lll~ndCld, however, that the res_~.arc~r

contact i.ndividual s(:hools or school boards for such infonnation. The

rastluch...r contacted lleveral Grade \~ve teachers and guidance counU,ll.ors,

and the. infariaation -rec... ived may be s_rized as follows. in. the lD4.jotity

ot ~ases .Grade Five students are basically lllIIture enough for their qtad8

J"eval. ,Only in a few Cllses are students not lllIIture imouqh ·nor ready ~

handle the Grade Five proqrllllllfle ,;,f studies.· Ii> schools where SQch intell­

1qence tests as The ·Psabody 'teat of Vocabulary, the WISe and th,a.Sta~ford­

Binet Tes.t have been adali,dstersd,' the re!lults teveal ¢at .. nO~l· relation­

ship uists betwe~n the lIlen~l and chronoloqical aq,es af the students.

~

.Information available trom the Division of Instruction, DepllrtJrlllnt

of Educati~n, revealed that· the aChi~Vt,InCnt ievels of students in Grade

ISb iil" 1916 were below the national ave.raqe on the canadi~n·Test at Basic

'Skills. These stUdents tl,Iqis~ered at only the thirtY,-second percentile.

It lIlust be recoqnhed, however, that -th~ 1916 results ace now Bevan yean

old. It is poseib!e-tha't Newfound.l~~ schools- IIIllY have iIIlproved since then-,

,.

The .canadian Tl!st of Basic Skilla ha. not- been administered'.to

Grade Five studentll:"in NllWfoundland. }loIHlver; one resea:tcher in I:h1o field

feels confident that: the above findinc.i, for. ~ade S1X can also, be. qenerll.l1"r.ed

tp the Grade Five studentl' (Nagy, 1981).

or·, t¥t the national averaqe III/l.y have declined.

mIlCh should beauwae.d from thele .results.

'" U,M of "',., oot t~)

I

I
I
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Several Grade Five teaCh,rs consulted by the researcher felt ~hat

IIlOst students in Grade f'iYe~ ~re suited for tMt grade level. FUrth~~re,

these teachers stated that .in the majority of cases, the aChievemen~
. ,

lllVel of'Grade Five !itvdent!i was average, and met .standards set by the

schools,

~

With regard' :0 the attitudes .of students' in the elSl1l~ntaXy schools

In Newfoundland, no Istatistical evldence was ~vailllble to the researcher,
I '

as no studies related to that ~ubj:ct eould be found. In l\eU'~f !lIUch'

eVidence, ~ generlll a"s:umpt:ton?re ~de.. ~t~e,",,:,esea:rCh~. lJa"ed on

the opinions al'l~ lltattl1llents of G~ade Five teachers. ' • .. .
It ",as assllrled by th'i' researcher:that the effectiveness of ",n

il\.llr::uctional unit 'as teach1.ng lIIa~erial will' be detertafned .in' part by the

. ettitudes of the learner., towards the various pr09rllnnes of study offered

by their SChool. In the Social Studies Pr09rurns, for exalllple. the

. i~tr~tiona.l ~it will be ~re effective ,with ~tudents holding pOsit~ye

attitudes than vith ,students holdinq negative,ones.

tit' ~, the effQCtiv~ne~8"of an iniltructio~al unit as teaching
. .

llIilterial will be affecte4 by the attitudes ot the students tovar-ds

instruction by means of IlllIlti-lladia'1:echniQues. :<'he i~t;ruct~onal un.it

.will b~ more ef~ective'if stu,dents have ~sitive attitudes ~ards

instr-uct~on which ""eil a mediated approach.". -.', J." .." . 'I1le opinion of thelle GNde Five teachen as'that their students
I...... ".', "

."na11y h... yuy po;,!"•• .,"t"d.. '""nd' 'd:"" in,""o"."

especially sinco the history' portion o'f soclai Studies ioG'r,icl& Five has.

Hlfie instruction in mediated form.~' ' . '~

-'----.,----;----_.•. _--.--
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