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-Gk. méno; L. magnus -'great' .against Gk. megas; the Gk. proposition pard
‘about' by the side'of pery 'around' n . (Prokosch 1939:95) .This schwa

replaced the zero grade in unpronounceab]e consonant c]usters and

unacceptab]e grammatical forms.

It is a]so ev1dent that Prokosch used th1s4>for another purpose
It adequately exp]amed a distinction between the first three and the

fourth and f1fth classes of the Germanic strong verbs. A d1phthonga1 ~glide

in the ‘first three classes assumed a vocalic function. These first three

classes took ‘a zero 'gra'de in the past participie: ei', eu/i, u - steigan,

.staig/stigum‘,'stiga'ns. The Tiquids 1, r dnd the nasals m, n deve10peg a

4

supportmg VOWe'I el_, er, ém, en‘in Germanic: ;0HG swimman, singan / swumnum,
sungun . The fourth and fifth classes which were monophthonga] had a . '
reduced grade: g1-noman, gi- sezzan ./ *n#mono-, *srbdono- It is m the!
understandi ng of these disti nctwns that we can see the Just1f1cat1on for .

a *schwa secundum in Germamc

So far no. one has bettered Prokosch's h_ypothes1s it i5 true that

* there is not a. read_y acteptance of 1t “But th1s is probab]y due to the

/ /

scope that/sch/a secundum deals w1th Other Hnguis'ts would p‘robab.ly'
P
p/efe/ to 1nc6rporate this smaﬂ area into a nyeéneral theory. Prokosch

happened to think, most hkel_y on the bases’ of internal evidence, that it
“a-new symhol, We must be
cautious ;in disagreeing with-P’rokosc ere, after.all ‘the 'ablaut theory' is

warranted a s*eparate dlstmctwn,/and "heh

s

.shown, but they are also ‘ubJected to lengthen\ing *a1/*01 .whEn these

‘1engthened di phthongs 'were shortened ‘the 1ength waS/ taken from e first

/.

’ 7 Py .o -7 i ' v
2 The Greek words in this quote-have been transliterateéd
"l‘__‘[ y ,// . ' P /
s _"' s ! s z
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- N ‘ - g f
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- -as presented in, his discussion on 'Heavy Base', is the same as that proposed

. in these var1ants of *geneu-
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element: *ai —> ai. The exception to this‘\was to be'found in the “|‘

diphthong *ei. Here PIE *ai gave two forms m Gemhanic, e and E?,. The e

later became Germamc 2 whlle the e2 became ia/1e in OHG In Gothic

- *a/*ai ap£eared as 1engthened e. Prokosch _pointed out that the evidence

Yy

for this is very rare: #aj- — Go., ON., OE., her and OHG., hiar, here.

For the most part the remainder of Prokosch's ablaut theory, 7 Y

by Mei"Het However, Prokosch also include's a discuss'ion"on 'disyﬂabic

.bases’ .in his treatment of ablaut,

Yet even here in t?s discussion on d1sy11ab1c roots there is
no comp1ete agreement Prokdsch's theory is that ‘to account for forms such
as Gk , gonu : Go » kniu, knee one had to accept d1sy]1ab1c roots. Tpeodoro

Maurer proposed that di syllab1c roots were merely a more irregular. form of

‘the monosyHab1c base The 1rregu1ar1ty cou]d be accounted for by the

“presence of a sonant: 1, r, My, 1, i, u, in: the root . Prokosch's disyﬂabih

P AL

base cou1d undergo doub]e gradatwn, that is, both sy11ab1es could be v

ablauted. Maurer fe]t that "the second sy]]ab'le is entirely 1gnored"

(Maurer 1947: 9) o
The dlsyHalnc ‘bases cou]d be d1V1ded 1nto d%sy]]abic Tight

’

" bases in ere/re/er/er/re and d1sy11ab1c heavy bases in era (= e =0)/era 7

B r 3y if both syHab]es ‘were unaccented/ra) (Prokosch 1939: 129) Maurer -

hkew1se offered a twofo]d dw1s1on roots where a short fu'l] vowel is

.found in the first or -second syHable (exeept with a zero grade), and, roots
- where the full vowel of the first sy]]able is short (e or o*} Whl]e the

. second syﬂab]e has a for e/o. Examp]es for the first category can be seen

eénhu, *dneu-, *Jonus, *Gnow-, *8nu; for

”

a



/', . ~the. second. c'atego'ry," td?éta'-‘;——;;der‘a— *drE-_ *dora-, *dro-, *dra-, Note B
that the ‘vowel in the fuﬂ grade occurs e1ther before - the sonant, or after .
© - it. There is neyar a fu]] vowel in both pos1t1ons Finally, a vowel if
it is conti guous'f'te ‘a sonant within the root may undergo metathes1s.
(Maurer 1947: 1$Y ] g
" , - In conc]uswn, Maurer presents a tab]e to demonstrate the three .
| types of,,mots with their vowel gradations. I se]ect from that tabTe on1y

i those ex'amMes which I feel best demonstrate LTy ‘own presentatwn The\ *

Greek forms_have been transliterated.
a7

L - - -~

ey

I. weak root vowel: - _ o :
e "MONOSYLLABIC .~ " DISYLLABIC AN
“short 2 long S 1st syH . 2nd sylTl. a‘ o . L
. , (zero-grade)  (a- grade) (no vowel) * (2 éxcept before .
Ce ‘ ‘o ’ e vowels)
Thematic pres. PIE *q" m—sketl o o *wéna- E
(suffix -skefo) Sk. gacchati : ¢ . OHG.wunsken
o he goes . . to wish
_Thematic PIE *leyk"- ’(l‘<as- ‘ . rewda- -
-7 aorist. Gk. élipe- Sk. acisat Sk.drudat
PR he left he commanded he wept
Verbal Adj. ~ PIE *g"em- - xdo- X *gelo- = ’
(suffix -t6-  Gk. batds - Gk.dotds , Go.fulls
.or -ng-) gone given : © full
. Verbal Noun. PIE *g"em- *dhe- S *mera- AR
(suffix -tey-) Go. gZga)qu@»s Gk. thésis - Sk, mur-tih
o : ) - putting . firm body
'Adjective. PIE *ters- ’ g . . plet(h)a-,
" (suffix -u~) . Go. paursus - : Gk.platus .
— s dey , ' g wide
II, e-grade root . . -
R (e voxye]) (e/am~0) 1st syll.e “2nd-sy11.2 except
- - / : _ before vowels
Thematic pres. PIE *'l)eyk - ‘- . - " *bhewa-?
. . Gk.- Jeipo LI g . Sk.bhav-ati

leave =~ . ° g _ he becomes:
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~ 1I1. - 0-grade root: : ‘ , ,
S _ . - (ovowel) (o vowel) 1st sy1l. o 2nd sy11.3 except ,
e : L : o " , before vowels
Causative. -  PIE ‘bher- . A *gonai .
(suffix -ey- Gk. phor-éo ) “ . OE cennan (see short
. ~efo) .. - I carry ' S vowel chart)
" - , ~ ' e o - - to_bring forth
, RN - : - ' '
.7y, IV, “the root presents an-alternation of a full. vowel with a weak form
o (zero-grade), . =
" Perfect tense. PIE *bheydh- = - .'*gﬁ'g-‘_ ‘ l *rud- .
(efzero) . Go: baip _ Gk.ér-rog-a Sk.ru-rod-a
.. o I waited ° I am broken = ° [ wept
S (faurer 1947.:3-6) | -
‘\\\ “Jl) . . .
» \', ) .
\ - . N )
\\-'\.
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GERMANIC VOCALIC SYSTEM

The PIE vocalic system has undergone many changes in 1ts

.evolvement to Proto-Gennamc (hereafter PGmc). While some of the changes

&

can be exp]amed others ‘cannot and so remain only as conJectures The
reason for their 'unexplainableness' is the lack of any real- comparatlve
ev1dence. We have here/two proto-1anguages thCh demve their strength

from their daughter Ianguages PIE 1s reconstructed from Gk., Gmc., OIr.,

'.etc; an'd PGmc from Go., OS.', OE., etc.  The relationship at this level 1s,

3

at least, one step beyond any comparative eyidence of the daughter languages. L

Hence we are 1eft to make only semi- substantiated conjectures in our attempt

to trace the relationship.

PGmc, as a point in time, is defined "as that stage of Gennamc -

/
whlch was spoken between the time of the Germanic accent sh1ft and the loss
of /e a/ when f1na1 and weak1y stréssed". (Lehmann 1961:70) Structura]]_y

and in detaﬂ Elmer Antonsen extends th'lS deflmtwn "Proto Gerjmamc...

A S R Gme sound shift
e pre-Germanic [pre is that time 1laps R
- ' up to the pomt called A
proto]

------------------------------- "Gmc accent shift
Proto-Ger‘manic '

(1) =-- = memmmmemam o L1 /e

. Late Proto-Germanic Lel /i/

T} J— e LR e - loss of final /-¢ -a/
' pre-Northwest Germanic 4 .
) . /61/ - Jaf

e e m—em e e (not defmed yet)"

(Antonsen 1965 31) Th]S deﬁmtlon is founded on purely structural data ,'

and so is not z:z@stable._ However it does serve to demonstrate
generally wher mc Thay be placed.: o - :



4

- The division, of the Germanic lénguages‘can sometimes ne
prob]emaltic. Pedersen’ feels that it 1s m1s1ead1ng to separate them into
North East, and West. . (Pedersen 1962: 31) He feels that certain hngu1st1c
facts agree too well between Gothm and Scandinavian. Hence he euggests
‘a twofold division: East-ﬁprth_eemenic and wedt Germanic. This is noti
in agreement wi th the East end-'West divisi_orn advocated by Scherer and other.
- great Geman scholars. ‘ . : : - |
4 North Germamc (01d Norse) is presently represented by West
. Scandinavian (Icelandi c, Norwegian) and East Scandi nav1an (Damsh Swed1sh).
" The oldest records avaﬂab]e are the Runic Inscr1pt1ons, some of which date
to the 3rd and 4th centuries. '

tast Germam‘c (thhic, Vande], Buré‘undian) has qn'ly fré'gmentary
records 1eft The most extensive of these are of Wulfilas' New-Teétament'
trans]atlons These are Gothic tra.ns]a‘tions of the Tlate 4th cén‘tury A._D..

) " West Germa?i%\consis‘ted of (Eng'ljsh; Frisian, LowGermen, l.ow
Franconian, High German). English has récords dating back to the 7th century’
A.D.. It {s divided into three periods: Old English (dialects-West Saxorr, :'
_Kent1sh Mercian, and Northumbrlan) up to 1100 A.D.; Middle Enghsh up to n
1500 A.D.; and Modern English from 1500 A.D. onward;;_. Fr1s1an has records . ’
dating From the 14th {:entury; - Lorr GAer‘man,_wi th re'co.rds dati dg from trle_gph
century A.D., is generally called 0id Saxon up to- 1200 A.D.; the modern
dialect is called Plattd_edtsch Low Francoman gave us Dutch, Flem1sh;

“ Brabantish, and Limburgish. H1gh German has its. oldest documents be]ongmg

— -

‘to about the 8th century.
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1

An over-—aﬂ view of the short vowels as they ex1sted in PIE, PGmc .

and 01d Enghsh 100ks somethmg Tike this:. )
PGmc i e a u . [u] - [o] .

o AN /\ AN A

1. 1¢ €0 ‘ae ea. e - Qw

) PIE *q maybe cons1dered as the zero—grade of the d1phthong *ei:
PIIf *heidh- —> *bhidh- to bid. It remained i in Germanic language:
Go., b1dJan ON., bipia, OE., b1ddan€;ﬂ0Frls., bidda, 0S., biddian, OHG.,
bi tten to bid. *i behaves like any other PIE post vocalic sonant in that
it becomes vocalic in the' zero grade. ‘ | .

PIE *i —> i NWenc.: OHG., wizzum, 05., witun, OE., witan, and

‘Go. > w1tum we_know, ,'It -does not remam i con51stent]y in aH Germanic
di alects. In Gothic before handr, it is presumed' ‘that *i —> [el qrﬂ:ten '
Cai: So. ,"wair man. When PGmc *i/*a/*u occurred befére a nesa1 (n) plus__
'-X(h) the vowe] was: nasahzed and léngthened and the masal was Jost: |
PGmc *b 13Xanan —> Go.,, beihan, 0s. , th]han OHG. , dihan, to_thrive;
Péme *b aptta —> Go., Pihta, 0., thahta, OHG., dahta; OF., bohte.-

thogght PGmc *}Dngta
duhta seemed (Wright 1952:28, Scargi1l 1951:16)

> Go., pilhta, 0S., thihta, OE., Jouhte, OHG.,

' PIE *j — e before a- -sounds, or or1gina11y when a o or e occurred

"in the next syHab]e in PGmc: PIE *nizdos —> OHG., and OE. » nest nest;

3cond1’ tional sound changes..



*wi ros -—> OHG » 0S., OE., and 0Fr1s , wer man. Differences can occur,

e

whether they be d1a1ect1ca1 or not.. In 01d High German and O]d Enghsh i ‘
may occur before the reflexes of a- -sounds, 1nstead of the expected e: 2nd \
per sg pres. subj. PGmc,*wi ga1z you kill vs *wega1z you carry —> OE.,

4, ﬁ’ngan to fight 'vs wegan to carry and OHG., wigan to _'battfe Vs wegian.

o - . gi
to_move. Apparent]y, there are other s1m11ar doublets: OHG., skif skef . - "
ship; OE., spic, spec bacon. To explain these latter forms one. has to
\)' . v e »
* assume that PGmc *i remained before “i-sounds, but becamej__. before a-sounds:
PGmc: - ; ) L . S ' *,
e ‘ " sg. nom.® ‘*skepaz. ‘ ' /
/S - ‘gen.  *skipeza/iza S
: dat.  *skepoi S s T
S , ~ Toc.  *skipi “(Marchand 1957: 348f)
. *{ ahd *e ‘were freqdent‘ly confused, if not always. Prokosch and.
Meﬂ]et agreed that they were ‘'almast' members of the same phoneme, i.e., .
/e/ —> [1] and [e]. “"In a limited way, a- caused mutation of i to e, contrary
/

e

to the direction of the drift. This seems to indicate that-Gmc. i and e _ ;-/L‘

e T

were practically one 'phoneme'; before i bqth 'voweis'appea?ed‘/as i, before

a, as e. Cf. 36. IE wiros "man' > OHG wer; IE s-tigh‘os”> OHG steg;ffE
ni-zdom > OHG nest. But this“change occurred or;ly in corhparative]y isolated

forms." (Prokosch 1939: 109) e ‘_ L .

Kur_y]omcz and Twaddeﬂ fe]t that *i and *e contracted through

- at Teast, part of their dlstr1but1on and therefore were phonem1c:‘_ "the

combmed p1cture of /1/ and /e/ a]]ophones Tooked like this:

o

‘before resonants alone . [e] - . .
before .nasal + consonant” ‘[4] ~

- before /r;1/-+ cdrsonant [e] ) - . -
before_obstruent + /i,j/ [i] o e T

before obstruent + /u,a/ [1] [e] ~

w



-

e cannot say “that /i/ and /e'; were aHophones of the same phoneme e
because they both occurred in. contrast ﬁn:h each other, in certa1n - o
T phonet1c c1rcumstances And yet the d1str1but1on of /i/ and /e/ Wwas’ :
comp]ementary in too many respects to Just1fy treat1 ng them as- two horma] ’
- distinct phonemes." (Twaddell 1948 142 and -145) | ‘
Marchand stated that the reflexes of PIE *i and *a did not
.contrast in'identicall environments. He presented arguments‘to 'establli'sh
‘the M1ty$f two assumed sound changes for preGmc' PIE *§, —> %o before
a-sounds, *e — *i before u-sounds. To deny these changes will be to o "
accept the aHophones [i] and [e] as members of d1fferent phonemes L ,,'
(Bee]er 166:473) ' —_ | "
"Surmnng up, the assumpt1on that *i and *e were members of the.
| same phoneme in Proto-Germamc perm1 ts the explanation, of “the forms Jn the e
indgvi dual 1angua'ge's ., it is defen.sible on metho]og?cal ,,grounds; ‘it permits
) the“ exp]anation of anomalies in the daughter languages: i-t‘foffers .neafer ‘

. ptcture of Proto-Germani-c; it yields a better explanation for the zituation
in Goth1c ih=its relationship to the other Germanic 1anguages It is™
therefore go be preferred ‘to the assumpt1on of a phonem1c d1 stinction between
the two sounds." ‘(Marcfand 1957:354). - -

~ - - ‘ .- " AY
) L ) .

o ' PIE *e —> i ‘in Germanic unless followed by a mid or low vowel,

-~

such as e, 9, or a. Lev'elihf; has to an extent obscured the origjna] i =
‘ conditions. PIE *bher- —> Go.,bairan, dN bera, OE. ,'beran 0 bear; PIE .
*ad- —> Go. ,‘1tan ON., eta, OE., etan, OHG., ezzan _t_o_e_gi;_ PIE *nem- —>
Go » himan, ON s nema OE., mman _t_o_ta_ke_. S ! |
'.PIE *a —> i: a) béfore a nasal plus a consonant: CGo:i-OE., | S

bindan, OHG., bintan to bind; b) before a -cluster of.,-consonan\ts plus i
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(if more than one: consonant p1us j occurred before°1, i or iu-in the second

] M : y

- N -sy]]ab}e then it was- reallzed as a comb1nat1on accord1ng to the ‘rule of;

. afternat1on 1/3 .dependent upon the length of the preced1ng sy]]ab]e Gov,
B ,
ha1rde1s) c) .in. unaccented sy11ab1es except in the combination -er when [
e ' not followed by an’ i in the next syl]ab]e ngc fotiz — OE., fet.. The

) except1on ~er 1s to be found in OE. fz.der, OS fader, OHG., fater

©

father. (Hright 1952:28) ‘3

.
-
L
*1
R g "
é\{‘ " {‘

. o, , . PIE *e — i/*a —> 2 when fo]1owed by an i, T or j in the same

or the next syllable: PIE *tre1ses — PGmc'))rnes OHG. , dri, OE 'Pm,

et Gﬁ ‘))Y'81S three l]PGmc *gast1z —>. ON., gestr‘, Go. ,. nasjan, OE., nerian

~ =
~ @

to savey PIE *sed-i——> Go., satjan,.OE., settan to set.

[ PIE *e broke into ea/ia before a in the fo11ow1ng syllable: 2
74 . .
. ) .+ PGpc *ebnaz —> Go s 1bns, OHG., eban, OIcel., 1afn 0Sw. , iamm even It

-

"broke into eo/1o before u in the following syllable in some 1anguages.
— ¥ «

. PG *mieluk —> OE., meol(o0)c, Olcel., OSw., miolk, otherwise it was.i ag in

0

Gy, miluks, OHG., miluh, WnE. , milk.

- . © -

<In West. German1c when e is um]auted by a fo11OW1ng i/3 the .

@

/'f . conSOnant which preceded was doub]ed PGnc *sett1an — Wemc. , s1tt1an,g
~OE., sittan . to sit. -This particular change is carr1ed out with almost

l.'comp1ete regularity in all the Germanic 1anguages -(Campbe11 1959:42)

,?’ B 01d Eng]1sh e—> eo before h-and r followed by any consonant,

and before 1 1f it was ve]ar1zed by a following ¢ or h. It is very

e I the u JUSt d1d not.exert sufficient 1nf1uence to parallel the case of a in

‘the fo]Jow1ng syliable. ? o 5 ’ et

?doubtfu] that u in the fo]]ow1ng sy]]ab]e caused e to become i. Phonetlcal]y

" Final unstressed PI£ *o —> PGmc *qi. It would persnst after

v

. " short sy11ab]es, as the reflex of PIE‘*1 d1d in OE 0S., and OHG.M eOE.,



~contrast with final -i throughout the PGmc period. PIE *e

_under the following circumstances (Beneditksson 1966:181f);

areas: PGmc *siBun, OHG., sibun, 0S., §1tun, OE., siofon_(ear]ier sifun).

.1anguages PIE *ad- —> Go., ON., 0S., at, QE. y =t OHG , az to; PIE,

-~}

- /'. - ] ’
e T 35

J ) ' c e N ) ‘./
. ‘ ' ] - s
meri ;—> 70E., mere sea. ‘Also medial -e- did not change before;“—‘-_%r"..finﬂ

3

. . . [
unstressed -e, as it should have if final -e — -i: OE., mec” me.

; According to Bened1tksson, final -e\gegglneo~unchanged and in

1_before u’

, i) before second syllables with
’ K '1,10"1” -
ii) before consonant clusters plus j N
iii) before nasal plus consonant "~ - L .
iv) before second syllables with a, . i N
" Q, Or au.- : '

There is much d1spute about this change of *e —> 1 before u. '

Some clear examples of .its non- occurrence are ava11ab1e, espec1a11y in u~stem.

nouns. Other examples show that 1t maybe absent throughout the entire

Germanic area: ON., meku — m1qpr, OHG. , metu OE:, medu meadgdr1nk!

Y

Then there are cases where the change«is present 1n On]y a part of- the

t

~area: . ON., fe]u —> f1q1, OE., feolu; but also 0s., filu manx[muc .

Sometimes -the change is present for all, or at least most of the Germanic

‘o /s
The conclusion must be that the’ phonemic status of the PGmc
= s

opposition ize is more difficult to estab11sh before a fo]]oW1ng syllable -

Al

. with* u, than 1n other positions: Yet there can be 11tt1e doubt that the

/ ! F)
change. . of e Y i before u, "did not -oceur. a . v
o - e,

PIE *a, a]though somewhat uncommon rema1ned in a]] Germanic

*agros- — Go. , akrs 0s., akkar, ON., akr, OE. ; =cer, OHG., acker -

pToughed 1and Pr1mec *a —> =& in 01d Eng]1sh and 01d Fr1s1an when not :

- ¢ ' e ©

.o+4owed by—a nasal-consonant. . ,>' - o

. .
. . . . .
. R . v . -
[ . . . ) A .
. . .
. - s
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PIE *o —> a initially and in stem syllables: PIE *okto(u) .
—> Go., ahtau, ON., atta, OFris., -achto, 0S., OHG., ahto, OF., eahta

- eight; PIE *ghorto- — ON.,,gaﬁ}r, OE., geard, OHG., gart yard. .

PIE *u maybe'considered.as the zero grade of the diphthong eu/ou., .’
This yowe1.remained ih PGmc before i ano_g: PIE *bhudh- —> Go.¢ budum,

N., buSom, OE.,;Budon, 0S., budun, dHG.,'butun we_offered. Meillet
considered *u as a sonant vowel. (Mei11et 1970:30)

PIE *u — o0 is a cohdttioned sound change. The change is
prevented by anaincompatib1e‘vowe1 in the following syllable, but sometimes
favored by a compatih]ejvowel This PIE *u remains before *i or *u in the
f0110w1ng syllab]e, but changes when followed or1g1na11y by a mid or low
vowel, and when not protected by a nasal plus a.consonant, or an 1nterVen1ng

l.Or.l- PIE *ghutom — OE., god OHG s got g_g_ Although this.sound

‘change'occurs with considerable regularxty in 01d English, there are still

many exceptions. Often OIdNEnQIish will show u wherenother'Wesf Germanic

languages will show o OE., full, OHG., foll  full; OE., fugol, OME fogal

birdd. ' e

By PGmc times *u was developing aIIophones under paral/e1tng
circumstances to that of *i It has been ma1nta1ned that [1] and [e]
_became members of one and the same phoneme, and that thelr re]at1onsh1p
was para]]el to that between [u] and [0]." (Bened1tksson 1966:180) Both
of the al]ophones had a c]early marked a]]ophonxc structure, accord1ng to !

Twaddell. When the syl]ab]e was stressed the -allophone was- determ1ned by - 49

.- the fo]]oWIhg consonant The cond1t1ons of this deve]opmeht are as such

a) before a.nasal plus a consenant (an [o] allophone occurred); b) before

e
?

a syllable with high vowels (here'an [u] allophone was deueloped); c) before .
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d a~jonlvowe14?n the fbi]owfng syldab]e (here an [o0] allophorie was develeped;
andtﬁ% remained an aldophone of the /u/ phbnene) When the a]]ophone

' appeared ln,an unstressed sy1lab1e,,the h1gher allophone occurred... "The

determinants [of the a]lophones [o] and [u]] were thése:

"”;" T . 1in monosy]lables [u] -
- = " before high vowels fu]
o ’ before low vowels . o] -
. .. (except) before a,
., ~ nasal plus consonant “[u] ' : 1

a

Examples: Gmc *furi: OHG furi 'before's Gme *fura:‘.Uﬂfwiera"before';
..*sunus: OE sunu ‘son'." (Twadde11 1948: 144) ’

’ There seems to be many more. examples’ of *u —> [o], than of

v-‘:) -

*j —> [e]. But nowhere is this change universal, espec1a11y 1n Germanic.
.Here there is'clear fluctuation from one to the other: OHG., fol, OE., fu]ﬂ
full; OHG., wolf, OE., wulf, ON., ulfr wo]f; and doublets: OHG., furhten:
farhten to fear, OE , Spura Spu™ : spora track

"In v1ew of the extensive para11e11sm between i:e and u:o, the

fact thaf the - observab]e alternation of u:o must in part be re]ated to the

morphological”environment is of counig/d/gz;;ng argument in favor of

explaining the distﬁibution of i:e in the same wdy. Therefore, even thou'gh~

¢

i has remained more frequently than u, and though no traces are préserved

of the intermediate stage of the alternation i:e as of u:o, analogy is the . -
;most 1ikely ‘explanation for i:e, too." (Beneditksson 1966:185)

I
!

. - PIE*3 — a in Germanic. In the ab]aut system it is the reduct1on
af the Tong vowels &; 0 and a: PIE *patér —> Go., fader, ON., fdper,.OE.,
feder, 0S., fadar, OHG., fater father; PIE *13d- —> Go., lats, ON., Tatr,

‘OE., 1mt, 0S., lat, OHG laz lazy. Initially, *3-is confused with the
short a in Germanic. Ordinarily it disappears, or if it is_represented

. L] ,
g . ~ J
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by some vowel in cases difficult to determine, it is one of the vowels a,

.

iorwu. - (Meﬂ1et 1470:30) -

¢

PIE *»b(schwa secundum) is a part1a1 reductmn of *e The full
' reductwn would be zero (Prokosch 1939:95) In Germanic, *£ — u 1'n

unstressed or weak]y stressed sy'l'lab]es before and after nasals-and 11qu1ds :

\
PIE *gh-smon'—> Go., OE., gumas ON., gume, OFris., 0S., OHG gomo man;
A man

PIE *t#1- — Go.,pulan, ON.,pola, OE.,polian, OFFis., tholia, 0S., -

+ tholian, OHG., dolen suffer. (Prokosch 1939:102) . .
The PIE sy]'l.;abie resonants deueloped into Germanic as:
PIE A ‘ h
r o — A u\r-/.ru/or1 , : S
; . u'r/ru. /¢, VP T
1 = et T |
1. = uy e v - .
m —> - - um/oml, B
51 o~ — T uwmomt /-C, V--4 2 - " . .
n - ——-> ~ : un/on1
n | R, un/on : /;'C V—-#2
1. phono]ognaﬂy cond1t1oned var*rant (a- um]aut)
2.. emnronmenta'l]y conditioned. . Lo

]

PIE had four resonants, 1 m i r, with syﬂébic and non-syHabic

allophones in comp]emeritary distribufion Based on ev1dence from Sanskmt

a

and other daughter languages, length was attributed to the four aHophones '
‘that were syHabw. This brought the number of syllabic allophor!es to

* eight, four short and_four ]ong. . If the resonants 'occ'urr,ed between consonants
(with a pause, or initially, or finally couutihg'as a ‘consonanp) fhe-Y were

:“" &\‘
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. syllabic, [1 mn r] /If the rESonants occurred before or after vowe1s, .
:T‘they were non sy11ab1c, [1 m n r] The or1q1na1 sez;;é//; these PIE short ’ oo
' voc311zed consonanth was ‘due to the 1oss of the Xpwe1 a, eor 0 in the i . =
sHort d1thhongs, and in comb1nat1ons of shorz/vowels p\y m_g_r_ The ' 5§ﬁi)'
resuIt was that e1 em en er > [1 mn n}///ih1s 1oss appears to have : f;?f;/{‘
_been due to a shift of accent to somezéther syllable in the word. - ureng
the pre-German1c period the a110phones [1 mn ;} came to con1nz{é:!w1tﬁl;
ul um un ur.’ (Mou1ton 1948 81) P -0 T
. PIE *1 as in *wlk"8s —> Pémc *wulfaz, OF., 1, O wo1f
Go., wulfs wolf; PIE *;imos > Go., fulls, OF., 6., full, OKG., vol
- full. '
" OPIE *@ as in *gwwﬁ —> (0., ga-gum-bs arrive, gb; PIE 41Tt6m
> OE., hund, OHG., hunt;;QE.; 60.,.Hund hundred. |
PIE *n A; in *mqltée ——r>‘Go. ga;munds, OE., mynd(e), OHG.: g
gi-mﬁnt remembrance; PIE *wpdhj —> 0OE., wundor, O0S., wundae; OHG., wuntar

wonder: _
PIE *r as in *mr ti —> Go . maur] r, OHG » mord death PIE
*prka > OE » furh, OHG., furuh fggggﬂ . , '
h Here are the ref1exes of the PIE 1ong vowe1s as.they existed in PGmec
~and’ 01d English: A |

PIE - R 3 0

u
~ \ \/ /’
PGmc T3 e ae 0 U -
“ s
& 1 ! ‘",
3 d (I N
T : % G ¥
.L < -r/\
- ea . Ju - o
[} ,/).
,/
-



l'before theﬁcontract1on took p]ace (erght 1952: 23) ) oL >

. . . L. p ' g . . -
S . 1/ S o .
PIE’*1 remalned in NWGmc, but deve]oped into a dlphthong ei in
- . I '
Gothic’ PIE'*su-1no —> Go. 5. swe1n ON., su1n OE., OS OHG. , sw1n P

! e

' :
sw1ne PIE Fme1- — GO , meins, ON s mlnn, OE., OS s OHG. s m1n mx_

fﬁ £f1 was, ‘rare. "1t was be11eved to have/been a contractlon of a-
e

weak diptthong whlch arose from the wed{enlng of an original strong form

/

_.eia, a1,,e1, 01 through the 1955 of accent The e in e1a/h/d d1sappeared

%

PIE *U rema1ned in- German1c PIE *suroJ~——» ON., surr, OE OS.,

" OHG; 'slir sour'; PIE *pT- —s4Go., fuls, ON., fill, E. os . OHG , fil

'rotten.

*u was also vé}y rare. ' Like PIE *T it was be]ievéd'to have been~
a contract1on of a d1phthong which arose from the weaken1ng of an or1g1na1
strqng form eus; au, eu, ou through.the lToss of accent. (wr1ght 1952 23)

PIE *é'remained, but it is generally Wﬁittenae. “In Gothtc 2

reverts to e; and in the North and West Germanic languages it results in a.’

This a deve]ops secondar11y 1nt0'z in 01d Eng]1sh and 1nto e in 01d

Frisian: - PIE *dhe- —> Go., ga-dés, QE., d:ad OHG., tat, OFris.,. ded
deeds PIE *sé- —» Go., mana-séps- mankind, ON., sad, OE., s&d, Ofrjs., :
sed, 0S., séq, OHG., sat gseed; PIE *édé,;—> Go., etum, OF., éifon, OFris. ,
etom, 0S. ,rétué OHG. , 3zum . we ate. This change is due ‘mainly to the
assumpt1on of a trans1t1ona1 stage between & and a.

PIE *a —fo omln Germanic. #a was a rare vowel and does not show

: ab]qut-relations, except with its weakened grade: PIE *mater —s5 Go.; modar,

3 -

_ON., meér, 0E., modor, OFris. , mader, 0S., mddar, OHG., muoter mother;

PIE *bhrater “— Go., brdpar, ON., brdper, OE., brdpor, OFris., erthe?, 0s.,
brﬁthah, OHG., bruoder brother; PIE *sta--——» Go s ON., stﬁ} OE s OFris.,
0S., stod, OHG., stuo(n)t stood. - . =~ . ~

- .o ' A ®
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*9; y be considered as a ontract1on of the. diphthong 03, the same as *a

is/believed to haye contracted from aa. (Campbell 1959:40) PIE *bhlo-

Go., bloma, ON., blofe, OE., bloma, 0S., blomo, OHG., bluomo bloom;

" /PIE *dhom- —» Go., domb, ON., domr, OE., 0f., dam, OHG., tuom sentence:

setting down; PE{ *plo/—> Go., flodus, ON ,_f]ﬁp; OE., 0S., flod, OHG.,-
flout flood. |

The PIE diphthongs as they appear in PGmc and OE. are:

i€

PIE

PGmc’ a

¥
M1t

various daug er languages. The e ception-is to.be found in the German1C’

Jlang éges where this feature 1s rather resistant and tends towards greater )

' N

complexity in 01d English with the feature of

This 1s even\more 3

br ak1ng, a—>® —> ea etc Only the d1phthong *ei in.PGmc became

tyily simplified; othérs such s *ai and *au retain their d:phthong status

‘S1mp11f 23t1on has occurred 1' a genera] way only in part1cu1ar 1anguages

;» PIE *ei —> 7 in Germanic, probab]y through the d1fferent stages
i

/ of *34 — k], — *7, Th14
. | : )
'othetw1se Qoth1c_wou1d 'show/it. Instead Gothic shows the ei: PIE *steigh-
/ 0 ' ’ K :
—s Go., steigan, OE.,

0S.) OHG. , stigan to ascend.

\.

change probably was not comp]ete by PGne, or

e
-
.

.ol
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c]ose o through stages ao, Q before the consonants d, t, z, Ss My Xy 1,

- and h. OHG., tod, 0S., dod, OE., deaé‘ Go. , dadpus death from PIE *dhwen

o I A

PIE *51 ~— PGmc ai, Go., ai, OF., 5 0s., E‘.and OHG. , ei. But -

it became 1ong closed e hefore r, o]d h, w,. or when f'1na'|_a ‘The oontraction.t

to a monoﬁhthong had’ a]ready taken placé in early 01d English. At this'

' per1od it must have beén an opén & sound, otherW1se it wou]d have fallen

together W1th German1c e. PIE *me ~-ies —> OHG., mero. 0s., mera OE . mara,

‘ Go., maiza greate 3 OHG . leren 0S., lerian, Go. X 1a1SJan to teach; OHG.,

0s., 1eh, 0;.831ah Go. , lalhr I lent; OHG s se]a OS , seola, OE. , sawol,
Go., saiwala Soul. (WFight 1952:36) :

/PIE *0q ——» PGmc ai: PIE *wo1d—.——o Go J wa1t OE . wat OS.,

;wet, OHG we1z he knows; PIE *oin- —» Go., ains, OF. s an, OS , en, OHG. ,

eif one.

PIE *eu —> PGmc eu, Go » Tu, OS s eo(1o) OE., éo; OHG. , eo

—> jo —> ie. When fo]]owed by an 1. J or u in the nekt sy11ab1e then

*eu —> ju. PIE *newo- —> *neuao — *n1u3a OHG., 0S., niuwi, OE., niewe,
Go., niujis neW' PIE *leuk- —> PGmc *leuhtJan, OHG;, liuhten, OS.? .
11uht1an Go. , Tiuhtjan —to 11gh ’ l |

© PIE *ay —> PGmc *au; 0S., 8, OF., &a, Go., u, OHG ou,.but Tong .

- darkness.

o

, PIE *ou —> au: PIE *roudhaos, Go . raqps, 0E., read, OS , rod

'OHG., rot red Go. , baqp OE., bead OS s bod; OHG., bot has offered

_PIE stour-os — ON , staurr, OE., steorra star.

uengthened diphthongs,, with the exceptlon of the d1phthong ei,

cannot be easily recognlzed as such from Germanlc ev1dence This is because~-“'
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-tﬁey either shortened their 'first‘g]ement,'or more varely, last the second
.element. PIE *&i is an examp'lé of where the.second element of the dihhthqng

was lost.

- ~

PIE *ei — PGrc*s. This PGmc vawel is not to be confused with

“Bame *e (%) which is derived from PIE *e. The former PGmc *& represents'

. . ' .
an open vowel and is written {*52; the latter PGmc *e represents a closed

1 2 3

vowel and is written *e~. PGmc *e” remained in the |daughter languages,

except in 01d High German where it developed int;) the diphthongs ea, ia, or

™

je. PGmc *a was either in the process, or had become ® in some stage.of

/ - ’ -— -
. early Germanic (see sound:change PIE *e —> PGmc % )i: Olcel., sad, OE.,s

s®d, 0S., sad, OHG., sat seed: - ,
)

2 have been found in .t}‘le

Cognates for the Germanic words with e
PIE family of '1anguages.\ For some of these cognates, acceptable PIE
‘reconstructions have been established. But there has‘ beén no consistent

pattern of origin established, and the examples gre few: PIE *kei —> Go.,

ON., OE., her, OHG., hair; PIE *steigh- —> Go. fssteigan, OHG., s;tiaga; PIE
*skéi-ro shine —» OHG., skiari clever, normal g}adg fn Go., skeirs, ON.,.
skirr, OF., scir, 0S., skir clever. (Prokosch 1939:104)
‘ " The real problem is not to explain/the origin of PGmc #§2, but to
expl'an:n' how these different combinations de eloped into._a single phoneme. -
_ Max H. Jellinek aftempted an explanation of PIE *e1  into'\Panc

*at and *a% which proved to be very inadeduate. .(Lerhmannl 1955: \.&661’4) He

based his argument on a pattern that he ¢stablished in-a small group of
* [ 2 .

words. These were nouns and adjectives /in which PGmc *&° occurr&d: e.g.

- OHG. , fiara side. Fror/‘n this group he /excluded those nquﬁs with cognates

o oy . A .
',shom‘.ng [iz]: OE. , med, OHG., miata \

ith qognates--Av. , mizdar;l.‘Gk., misthos. -

&
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‘original ei, /eXy/, as opposed to lengthened grade ei, became &

" (Lehmann 1955:67) -

44

Jellinek also g]iminétédhghe preterites of class seven s%rong'verbs’whiqh
have *52; OHGJ,jheizanJ,ca11, haltan hold. .Even if.Je11inek's sdggestion~-

had vélde, it was too narrow in scope to be applied to the problem as a

t

whéle?.tr X o ‘ ‘

* Another objection to Jellinek's proposal was in his failure to
identify the origin of the Panc *2. It was not until after he had
forwarded . his §ug§estiohs~that ab]auf ré]atiﬁhships were dfscovered and

formulated for PIE. "Thus he failed to specify whether a1l PIE &i, or only

L]
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Bzﬁ ation with i/e and u/o have extended the ablaut system from the three

o ]nv§TV§§Taﬁ*atnnmuTat%enteieeensonents*~_~_~_~___~____~__;; :

o
o

i} ablaut system

Although different in-form, abTaut, in‘concept has‘been very

well preserved in Germanic In fact it has been stateg ‘that ". part1a1
maintenance of voealic alternations is' an archa1§m in German1c."§ (Me111et

. "":’ \.,_'\ N . ! . ’ ‘ .
:1970:60) s

The intervention of the sonant vowéls i and u, and their'aTter-

3

1
.

vol el qua11t1es *a, *e and *o in PIE These aTternat1ons were “added to

those, which were 1nher1ted from PIE. They wiere created in Germanic ang

,appear'frequently in West Germanic. "However, as a result of the chahges'in’

R [ r's . ;.3 ¢
the vowels and the sonant$, Germanic offers.several more or less parallel

and distinct types of. alternation, whereas Indo-Euvopean had only one,tvpe."

(Meillet 1970:60) This hrought.new‘cdmpTicatﬁons to the system. . , ':,

syllables of the,Germanic‘Tanguages.f In sofme -cases it‘gah b9.§ee" in the//}
inflect{enal'endings of nouns (see chapter 2).a But the?e.rEmnants-do/ndt

‘ _demonstrate the ‘same unity that ablaut did in PIE. It was-the additi@n of :
the vowels i/u and the vocalic resonants which gave th1s new scope . They
aTTowed for greater alternations w1th1n the system. - _'

.Ablaut was maintained ih Germanic when its env1ronment was fuTTy
consonanta], or when it occurred befone a true consonant. Thus Germanic
could have e/i ~ & ~ a/o (zero) (a compTete set of examples for
German1c ablaut will be- presented later in this chapter) The~zero-grade

of the ablaut is. a rarity in Germanlc The reason for this is because it

~ o

' Remnants of the PIE ablaut system clearly persisted in the root »?/ :
. . @ e’ . -

@
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@f/f P In Grmanic the alternation of o/a took place where the present
‘/f ' ’tense showed the.rootcvowe1bg, that is, the derived vowel of PIE *o or *a.

- In a diagr

7Aﬁ_examp1e for_fhis can_belseen in the 01d Engiish c1ésJ six verb

o - ~infinitive faran to set forth; preterite‘s%ngu]ar, f6r./ (Me111et 1970:56R) -

There are other#important changes that occur,1n West Germapic

and have come down to us:from PIE. .These chanqes havé oc%urred under the ¥

I

~ following cond1t1ons~ e ~ -
v . R /

i) When ~ablaut occurred - -before an or1g1na] PIE § in the neuter

suffix.-os/-es, the suff1x became Germanic -az/-iz: *sigiz

> Gmc., -sigi, - e

* later Go., s1ge 1ctorz, and *bariz——> WGmc., beri.‘later Go., bere b ar]ex;

-Th1s PSE s is represented in 01d English b§hr PIE *me- 1es———» OE., mara

‘._greater, PIE *geus———o OE > 1nf ceosan, .and past participle coren.to choose

e (Verner S- Law) .r from Z is restr1cted to the’ med1a1 pos1t1on, for e

o

N

- 1n1t1a1 z did not exist 1n German1c, and or1g1na11y final z is always

'.._)_’

1ost in OE., whether be1ong1ng to 1nf1ect1onal or_der1yat1ona1 ‘forms . "

(Sievers-1970:125§ 'jhere are very few examples to demonstrate thisféhange.

a @ .
1
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o 5€Most of the}mords, which originaTTy belonged here, havé&alljed themselves

v

of the past part1C1p1e of strong verbs, it became Gennan1c ana/ 1na Thene

~(Seivers 1970:?69) Itﬁjs worth noting that thjé'gradation‘was particularly

‘ relaﬁ’onshw. OE., feder father; brd]:or _brother, swuster,_ s‘lster.

4 R VT

with other declens1ons or genders. LT
v Where an 1 does appear in 01d Engllsh in the pos1t10n of an . B

or1g1na11y f1na1 z, it is the.result of a re1nsert1on from poTysyTTablc

0 i -

_forms For certa1n forms lee s1gor or Tqmbor there are comparable forms -

o

T1ke s1:ﬁ and Tqmb. The forier, sigor, retains under all circumstances -

the suffixal s ‘as T, and have become part of the 0- -declension. Sometimes

there occurs a dat1ve s1ngu1ar W1thout an end1ng s1gor The Tatter, 2

Tqmbor, "has dropped the r in the s1ngu1ar but reta1ned it in the pTuraT

ii) When abTaut took pTace before n'in the suffix -ono/-eno ,

9"_,

) 'm -..4-"
are a few umlauted forms to demonstrate th1s change 3egen and cymen. uThe T

pasﬁ-ﬁart1c1p1e of strong verbs has throughout OE. -the ending -en: (ge)-‘ g i,
L=
bunden , etc. , but the dialects also occdsionally have -an, -on, -un." )

notjceable jn the weak decTension suffixes -en/- on/ n, which became Germanic '

-in/- an/ um. They have for aTT pract1ca1 purposes coMpTeteTy d1sappeared B

in OTd English. _
iii) When ablaut occurred before 1 in the suff1x -oTo/ ele, it ’
became -aTa/ ila in German1c and -0l in 01d Engl1sh Both stages can- be

c]early seen in the double forms: *daugo]a/*daug11a —> QE., déago]/dfego]

secret:

3 -
.

1v) Ablaut 15 ref]ected in 01d Engllsh when it or1gina11y occurred

=ER
-

~ before r. This can be Seen, espec1a11y, in the sufflxes of nouns which show

-~



g \\f also the verb staae11an (Se1vers 1970:86F, 125, 212f)

2

c— Pﬁmf;ﬁ()

- Anart'from these rIE dérivatives demdnstrating'traces of ab]autﬂ
-in 01d Engl1sh there are further extensaons.. These; however, depend upoﬁ’
secondary stress, and a]so part1a11y up0n the vowels of adJacent syl]ables.
_More spec1f1ca11y, there 1$;an Jnf1uence in effect to change g_and g.1n‘
final posftions to é This would occur only when the word’js 1engthened“hy
‘a sy]]ab1e w1th secondary stress, and hav1ng a, o or u. An example” to show‘; a‘
th1s can be seen in Old Eng11sh sta¥ol foundat1on, Bhe gen. sg., staBoIes,; .
the dat. sg., staﬁble wha]ezthe p]ura] form is sta3e1as, -U, -um; and there :

In the deve]opment of ablaut from PIE 1nto German1c, there can be> -

o

" no doubt that a certa]n amount of secondary 1novat1on took place. Th1s '.,“

"alone can account for the Tack of complete cohes1veness among the German1c

5

'strong verbs. NhiIe it s advantageous. to propose a threefold division
" . - s ) 0

" giving-forth a mu]tip]tcity of pat tterns,-it is not so' very easily demonstratedt,
Meillet suggests a- system of. four ablaut patterns, Prokosch says that four

patterns are too. many , but three are not enough

[N

-
L' 4

It is our intention to co]]apse Meillet's four ablaut patterns 1nto

| 2

a system of three by’ fus1ng.gatterns III'and IV Thus we gain.the s1mp11c1ty

of a three pattern system, but rgtain any advantages of a four—pattern system

e ' Me111et S four sequences of ablaut- patterns for PIE (as seen 1n
‘ Chapter 2) are:’. - 'bfx. T ‘ (’ | _
1 - 2,//1‘ e .- - %0 Cozero L
S | - 4g *3- . o ;
‘. i ?' ¢ - : . ' v
R § § SO tS[*o T - B

(The reason for fusion pattern III and IV is that\PIE‘f5 and’#o .
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,' 1. PIE ablaut pattern e/o/zero: T L.
T RIE O N

ot J'l', l '\ . e

=" “*gtigan *5taig *stigum  *stigana .

S ce
[ N

a LT

‘.U i

a——
>

=t e

PGme

4

?
e

- bitan . bat’ . Jbiton  biten to bite -*. "
. 4 ' -‘ ' “ | K ’ s B i
M. PIE " e o - u “u -
3 , . 1 . ’ i 1 ) . 1 . l‘?ﬁ, -.,‘ L .
" PGmc - eu - -au ' '}u_(o) ~ufod '
*peudan . *ET&' © - vbudy *budda -
_ CE. o ol 9
. ceosan . ceas curon °  coren to choose

ic,‘ 1ICC mC . nC ¥C
)

. . . . - -

N N
C +~ wulC umC unC urC

)
=Ry
-

*bindan *band = *bundum  *bundana T

L

PGmc ‘e/i

-

e

Lo - A .. ' *werpan - *warp. " *wurpum  *wurpana ..

o 0ELd) i oY a T ue U -

Gesath, L0 T R ) . s . N . . . . " .-

y - B C . - K -
LRGP W oo . LN B R . . ) %
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(Verbs with a nasa] p'IUS a consonant have this pattern:

¢

' b1ndan band - tgundon bunden to bind)
.' . . ' 11')-‘1 e ' ea’ Y 0, Verbs
(Verbs w1th 1 plus a consonant have this 'pattern
’ helpan " hea]p ', hulpon’ - holpen. to_help)
PO 1) eo * ea”  u 0 R
. R ) [) . : ' .
(Verbs with r or h p1us 2 ‘i:onsonant have - this pattern - L
l weor}an wear)) wurdon  worden to become)

.To th1s class be]ong those verbs in which the 1iquids preceed the vowel,

and are followed by two consonantg‘: 0s., bregdan, OHG., brettan to braid..
The preterite plural, however, 1‘fl;'}ormed'w1'th ru and 1u instead qf‘nith ur and’
.ul is: 0S., brugdun, OHG.,- br'uttum."Frequenﬂy metathesis is foimd‘ta

“occur in this particular class.

II. PIE ablaut pattern elajj o o \ :
_ " | M (. (.. = o
. P e (m ) (mg - % (m) T L
- A (n) (n) . . | (n) L "
S ) l(r) : (r) : () -
L 0 woolm L
e PGmc e (m; a lﬁ) um) o, -~ -
L én) . n) (n)".. oo
r)o () (r)
' i) *beran : "_’bar; *tnér‘tim " *purana - -
S £ I .’fn‘imanl ~ *nom *nomum  *numana

.(Note that the'preterite plural voﬁe] has the‘"lenéthened

S gra‘de.-—rl l 1

. OE.- e = - % o
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. IIL. - PIE ablait pattern a/6/5:
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. i) beran ber . bz ron  boren- to bear
. l - « - 7 ’ .
~11) niman = - nom . nomon  .numen to take -

“(Note that the preterite plural in 01d English”is

based on the lengthened grade in PGmc.)

o V.. . PIE ]c 1c '
R PGmc eC - "al | "':eq e, » 3
R .. - ’metan *mat “dmetum  *metana :

. The € in this gfoup }\éou'ld not, of course, be either a.
Tiquid of a nasal. ‘The pret‘erite {las the lengthened:
grade *matun we measured. It jnight be Uthla"f; e is due to
the weakness of the root syﬂab'le imediaﬁe]y precédin§

. the strongly stressed ending: ~PIE *sé-séd-_rﬁé —_ ;é—zd—-mé.

e L — seadme '—-'—> sédme. The past perticiple had the same

have developed

ks

vowel as the present, " Normally it would
into an ié_l_, agreeing with the preterite singular and

creating an'anoma'l’ly in. the ablaut system.

N

" O0E. e - ®. ' e

metan met m®ton  meten ‘to measure

VI. PIE a

~
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. The preterite p]dra],shou]d demonstrate. a vanishing grade, however by
. analogy with.e/e, the plural was formed in o. The past participle being
end-stressed has the short vowel a. -

OE. E\l " .2 S 0. afm
‘ faran for foron™ * famren/faren to go .
On thg'Basis'of the“pFEtgrite singu]ar,énd p1urdTZ class VII |

strong verbs ma} be classified.under Meillet's second pattern: PIE e/o/a.
. . m o N .

VII.  PIE e o -
R Ty l
PGmc ’ e o
A H e - S S-S
i hatan héf"“.' " heton hqten‘ to command
iij 8a 8. 8 &
. L : béafan ~ baot YA beoton = beatén " to beat
) T %ii) ea éq' g0 ea ‘ A ,
" feallan faall  ‘feollon feallen to fall
S i) a6 e ek - a |
gangan  geang - géongop ‘gangan to go .
f5n~.: feng f'féngdn fahgen‘ to fakg
VR/A L ek T eleo - ®/A
o o7 ) Imtan let.” ' 'l'réton 1% ten y_)_1e_t
. : | N cndwan . cnaow cniowon . cnawen  to know
‘ ) NS S -
- | blotan "blaot bleoton bloten to saerifice

 wepan.  weop weopon  -wopen t0 Weep
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S1nce Class VII is not a settled category (nor are_ C]asses IV £ VI,

- all that def1n1te) there may be other verbs which belong here. But this

need not prevent us from making certain observations i) to this Class
L
belong those verbs which or1g1na11y had redup11cat1on in the1r preter1tes,

"~ i1) also,. it appears as if this Class has been established on the basis'of

[y

- Ve : ~
€0 9p/e vowels in the preterites. Such observat1ons are not new; but .

nevertheless, they should be reaff1rmed (Pr1ebsch and Co]11nson 1966 174f
’ wr1ght 1952 87ff; 'Campbell 1962 317ff)

It appears doubtful whether the relationship of - the PIE ablaut

patterns tq.those of the. Germanic seven patterns will ever be fully explained.

‘Whether this is.because of secondary innovation, or due to the rigor of, the.

Germanic classifications cannot now be said. But newer insight might be.

> ©

' ga1ned if we were not to adher to the r1gor of the German1c c1a551f1cat1onsl

at least, not when trying to establish the re]at1onsh1p with PIE. After all,

this character1st1c ts clearly Germanic, not PIE.
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- ‘ ' ii) characteristics of the Germanic verh =~ ./

l ]

The general structure of the German1c verba] system had changed
considerably from that of PIE. Even the number of forms had been

substant1a11y reduced, mak1ng the verba] system much more r1gorous1y def1ned
! [

and 51mp1e g

-

_For the most part the verbs were divided into two groupings:- strong .‘ 2
verbs and weak verbs The strong group fonn the1r preter1tes and past ‘ /////

part1c1p1es by means of ab]aut, or vowe] a1ternat1on OE bitan to b1te, .

bat bit, bitén - b1tten, or by redup11cat10n of "the rad1ca1 sy]]ab]e, which.

.. however, does not exclude aplaut: OE., gan jgl_gg, gangan g_lkg 'The weak

////’ I group formed the1r past tense by the add1t1on of a sy]]ab]e conta1n1ng a . -

. \
“denta1, -de or -te and the1r past part1c1p1es by means of a dental suf{1x, .

-d or -t: OE., frenman to perform, fremede he performed, fremedon they - \\.1 .
) Eefforbed,-gefremed' performed. Besides these groupings there are a few °. .

other verbs which fonm minor classes: Preterite-present verbs: OE., witan: e,
to know; and verbs in -mi: OE., eom, beom to be. |
| " The verbs which belong to the strong group were 6rigina11y'oivide i:'
into non—redub]itated and reouplicated verbs. The hon-redup]icated verbs _] iy
are-divided into six classes on the basis of ab]aut patterns. The orihina]]y
redup]icated verbs which can be seen very,c?ear]y in Gothic: ed., haldan ‘
‘to ho]o; preterite haihald hglg_are‘all unusually c]assitied in 01d English
‘as Class VII verbs. - ‘ ' - L A
German1c had two tenses a non- past, and a past (see chapter l
Tenses). It did not retain forms for the PIE d1st1nct10n between an act1on’

being continued in the past, and'an action be1ng developed. i the p{esent: :
ional stinct{on

- Gk., eleipon I was leaving; 16ip6 1 am leaving. The fun

—aar
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tanse caHed the 'preterite’ Because of thws fus1 on, the forms of the

/

preterite were t ken part]y from those of the aorist, and partly from those

of the perfect Germamc never produced a distinetive inflection for

'g1v1ng exprESsmn 40 the future. The expression of time has always remained .

11m1ted to the oppos1t1on of non past (the forms of wh1ch also serve for the’

.

’future) and .the past. ‘This s stﬂ] true of the modern dialects, all of

wh1ch make use ofmon past auxﬂ1ar1es to express the future.
| Thus Germamc, for all useful purposes, has eliminated the
1mperfect the aor1st, and the pluperfect, and never developed a dist1nct7ve

future tense. Remnants of the old morph&]ogtes are to be found throughout
|

the ,var1ous "Germanic languages: thé aorist for example is thought to su vive

i sz e -es:  OHG., stigi (stiegst). (Priebsch-Collinson 1966:98) |
| A1 the Germanic 1angUages have 'Preterite-present' verbs. Thes
are strong verbs m which the preter1te forms have taken on a present mean ng:

OE., wat.' I know represents an old perfect form of the;verb, meaning I hav

d1scovered, observed Th1s change is. likely to ‘have pceurred in pre- Germanm,
/.

’ s1nce this verb .is cognate w1th; Greek o1da 1 know~/11kew1se an archa1c

: ,perfect. These verbs are di str1buted among the var1ous ablaut c]asses

'class VI.OE., mot I_may/ moton they may. S

0n1y the active vo1ce has surv1Ved in Germamc The .PIE medio-

pass1ve voice was eliminated except for archa1c remnants. In 01d Eng}ish

' there s a clear examp]e of the' or1g1na1 med1o passwe voice: OE., hatte .

. ',1s/was caHed the p1 ural 1s hatton areLwere caHed With the 1oss of this

.feature of the ?anguage, the passwe vmce is formed, for examp]e, in 01d -

-




)
v

' Eng]ish;with -the use of an auxiliary: bé&n, esan to be,,ﬁ?casionaﬂy also

7

P f
/

with weer})an to become. Coupled with this auxiliey(forin the passive is ,
the past part1c1p1e ' | " '
Germamc has an 1nd1cat' e mood s1m1 r to-that of PIE Howev{er,

it has blended the subjunctiv .. and optatlxe moods of PIE. The new mood

A
demved from this’ coa]escence 'lS formaHy derived in most verbs/rom the PIE

optatlve and it has two subJunctlve forms " OE , heolde that he may have

- he]d the pretery/alue which is in contrast with -thg’subjunctive (anC'lent'

o N 'optatwe) OE.yhe.alde that he may hold. The 1n'1p?‘at1ve form has per51sted

in Ge‘?‘manjc‘/ OE., heald hold EOrresponds to/t present indicative, heal de

’

I_hold; /here is no like correspondence for the pretente heold 1 have held

Whereas PIE hed a si ngu]ar,/d al, and p]ura] nurnbers, the ’Mode

Germanic languages have retai nej/Tfy fhe sjngular and the plural. F6r all

pract1ca1 purposes they have dy pped the dual number.. - There are tfaces of

_/ !

it as late as 01d Enghsh e.g., the pronommal system: 1Ist
A\

wit we two. Other cases of its .appearances in the 1ang\fage wou1d be mainl

ér. dual, nom.,

_dialectical. ‘ “
‘ Inflectional endings are still to be found in the verbal system of
the Germanic 1anguages. Howener,_this feature will vary in compléxity from
A one language ‘to another. (Ey complexity it is meant.the numbér of forms that‘.
. ' forms of. Modern/ - ; J
English will show only_ the 3rd ,‘per.l. sg. as being inflgfted; while in Modern

~will be inflected). For instance, the present indicativ

German there will be, at Jea.st, three forms inflegted, if nolt more. Detai]e.d -
e¥p1anation ane original research would be negéssary to demenstrate e]earTy ~‘
. the relationship of the modern language i lections with those of the PIE
< verba] system. There are many unsolved problems in this area, tha;: is,

o
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showing the diachronic 'conn ction of the’Germanic verbal system with'the PIE

athematic and thematic ver/b forms

Except in the case of intransitive verbs which keep their active

meaning e. g » 1S 1x1n9, Germanic has retained only one presend and one past
!

’p'articiple: OE., bindende binding, bunden bound. : o

lastly there -is the infinitive. In PIE this word existed only with

a special.grammatical form. If a word was independent of a grammatical

.-

category, then it was of no value. -Hence our understanding of the infini,ti've

.in'Germaniq- would ha\}e been of no value iln PIE. But this feature of the. '

1anguage. has changed and such a category now has full and proper va]ue Since,
“the present was no longer expressed in a particular aspect of an- actlon, the
infiniti ve_bec;ame attached to thls group. But this was not to say that the

infinitive was either non-past or past. Instead it 'expressed the general

"~ idea of the verb: OE., smgan to sing ' ,

Although the Gennam;verba] structure has equivalent counterparts
in some of the other PIE 1anguages, it still represents somethmg quite new

in compar1son to-the: PIE verba] structure
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‘ iii) 01d English Stro.ng Verbs

01d Enghsh Strong Verbs show all the general character1st1cs of' )
the Germanic verb; and more spec1f1ca1 1y, aH the unique features of the |
Germamc Strong Verb. Therefore reflecting .the Germanic system, the Olhd'
Eng]‘iwlsh verb has four.tens'e-stems:. ‘f) a present-stem for preseﬁt forms;
ii) a preterite-stem for‘ the 1st and 3rd person singular indicative 'fonns;
iii) a'pr'eter‘ite-stem for the 2nd person singular indicative and all plural
" forms of the present indicative; and iv) a past participle. When :hf'scussing
- -or making réferer;cés to tIEe ve.rba1 system, the following. four stems are-

* usual 1__y used as exqmp]es;: the infin.it'lve, the 1st person singular 1nd1:cative,
the .1st person plural indic’:ative, and the past parti,ci'pl,e-. It is in the
root vowe]. of each of the‘se forms that ablaut-pattern for-the verb 1'5

| demon;trated. |
Present

— The maJom ty of the 01d Enghsh Strong Verbs are derived from the
’,' PIE thematic verb typ&mth a root accent. Other smaller gro,ups‘of these
verbs are based: 1) on various types of presents with j-suffixes; e.g.,
certain 01d English gtrong "Verbs' of Class V- fsittan +—— *sitjan j.'_c_i__s_j_g;

4 7 {i) on the athematic verb type, e.g., a few iso]ated'gxam;{’Tés' Tike OE., don

to do: iii) verbs with nasal suffixes, é.g._, certain 01d Engh‘sh verbs of

: lass III: rinnan (*-nw- —> nn) to run; iv) présent_s with nasal i\nf,ixe's,

‘ e.g., OE., fahan «».—‘.*faQXanan to catch, standan .to stand; v) verbs of
reduﬁ;lication classified as Class VII, e.g., gaﬁgan to_go. (Prokosch 1939:
147F) L | |

‘ Yet there are differences, because Geﬂr‘maqic has included among

- those thematic derived verbs others of a different structure: OE., binde
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1 bind. This verb form has no eqtﬂva]ent outéide Germanic. Then there is.
OE., bite" _I_b_1t_e_ which ‘is paralleled to a di%ferent]y coﬁstituted and more ”
archaic precent, Sk., bhinadmi I.sp_H't.', The PIE root .*‘é'hpéuj to_pour whv.j,ch'
provicec} an athematic pre'sen't took on a secondary s:n’fix, *_de=. . From this
suffix combination a présent of the thematic type was formed: OE., geotan

-to_pour with the feature of a root present. (Mei]'let‘1.970:'7'2) ‘

3
-

"Preterite - . ‘ o
' The ‘preterité ofh‘the' 01.d E‘ngHsh Strong tlerb is .beltteved to be

baset_i on th,e'PIE perfect. This was an athematic type verb with special

_endings (see Personal Inflections: chapter 1). This perfect ex1sted with

or without reduplication. .Those forms without reduplication reflect a

"p_resent-fdunded on a form_.,;ﬁth the root vowel &: OE., band 1 have bound,
beside binde I bind. Traces of a preterite with redup]ication are found -
in’ forms where the present has a special vowe] formation,. and where the
perfect is not charactemzed by the vowe] Gothic best exemplifies_this

feature: Go., ha1ha1t he has named/ haihaitum they have named. A'Ithough

01d English does show some remnants of.it: OE., ha(h)t I commanded, reord

I have advised. '
. Generally épeakt.ng, reduplication does not blend in well with then
* Germanic Stroné Verbe This is because‘ of the' accent position‘ Germénic |
- has stab1hzed, in oppos1t1on to PIE, 1ts accent on the 1n1 tial sy'l'lab]e
Thus it gave 1t a prominent position and undenmnded the capac1ty for -

reduplication. There are a few exceptior;s, however, tn the dialects:
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4

“o1d £ng11‘sh. T ~ (6othic) _ _ j
. ‘:,,:t . inf. 'oret.r N S o - F . *
.' to_call " hatan ‘héht/het “ - (hoihait) ] |
D to a‘dvisea ,r‘&.da'n. reord/ red . (rairo}a) ‘ ) R
® " toplay . lacan  Teole/  (lailaik) | |
to Tet .. 1Rtan  leort/18t - (laildt) . (Sievers 1970:297)

Henée, on this basis, preterites with redup]ication were brought back into

the generahty of Strong Verb pretemtes, but as a development of a dialect

Past Participle

!

- 4
~

The vocalism of the pqst participle. is generally considered to'be
very stable. However, the;e are a few circumstances, which we 'shaH see
later, wher‘e the root vowel does.-change The vocalism in the pest_.lparticip'le"

'is derived from an omgm:ﬂ zerd: degree. " - P
t_"-\ N

: The present (infiniti ve) the pretemtes, and the past partmp]e

- - . . - [

were d1scussed in relation to one apotﬁer becéUse on the basis of any one*:

¢

i w form, the other forms can be constructed. So 1f a new pretemte were formed

Jl

by analogy w1th the system, a pretem te and a past part1c1p1e cou]d also be '
. . i . 4 e

«’f‘ormed
ﬁa . . o ) - IR
T  Forfation of Tenses: : G ) : - T ‘
'\ Classes I-V: The root vowel of the’ péesent -stem in 01d Enghsh T

is derwed from PIE *e, and Classes I-V "were d1st1ngu1shed by the sound

e
L

. ,_wh1 ch foﬂowed it: "' (Campbeﬂ 1959-302) In Old English th1s gave C]ass I
_1'_«-—PIE *ei: drifan/ to drive; Ctass II &o +-—PIE’*eu fleogan _o__fil {

'C'Iass LI1 1 with a liquid or nasal + consonant bmdan to b1nd Class IV vnth

a nasa] + consonantU bef e smg]e m, and before a hqu1d e remains: beran —

-to bear' Class V e+ some other consonant etan- to eat. -

)
N

<
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. o ' T
The root vowe] of th“éffirs_t preterite is derived I{rom PIE *'o."~ -
‘Class T has 3 <— PIE *oi: -dFaf I drove; Class IT &a <— PIE *ou:' fldag

I flew; _CIass" III, IV and V have a'(ee) 2’—-— PIE .*o, and subjected to the

T . . L4

L] 'I : . ’

-

2t 1 ate

S . The second pretem te stem (for the 2nd singular and pIUra'l ,
L e
1nd1cat1ves) has a vocalism derwed\f{om the PIE sonant voweIs __/u, or a

\
. <
o5

-as i/u, or ul ur um un (see Chapter III)"'Th1s reduct:on of vocahsm was

demvatwe from a vocahc resonant, 1 rm n,' These resu'lted in O'Id Enghsh )

same‘conditions-,as 'those in the presentaz' band [ bound, ‘b:nr I-bore, and" :
e =

) clearly due to absence of, accent freni the root sy]]ab]e, " (CampbeH 1959

304) Class I dmfon hex drove, C]aSS II qugon hez flews CIass III-—
bundon thex bound CIass IV, were sub.]ected to cond1t1omng b'az ron - hex

‘hore; Class v ;gton they ate. . TR e T

<t

¥

Dors root vowel as that of the second pretem te But in Germamc a root voweI

\i t.

u s a, unless followed by a nasal. Hence we have for the past part1c1p1e.

C]ass I dr1foq dmven, Class It flogen f]own, CIass III bundon bound :

~

For' ‘Classes IV and V the past part1c1p1e shows a reduct1on of* the root vowe'l -

L]

shown in the 1nf1 ni ti ve In PIE because the vocahsm occurred before a

" single consonant 'the reductmn was" not complete; but 'mst%ad, ':lt ch,anged to

]

o - “h» SChwa secundum Class IV b ron bor-ne, Class V- eten eaten

[

Certain verbs, have been cIasszﬁed accordmg to the f1rst f1ve

K cIasses, aIthough they d1ad not - adher to the full ablaut-pattern.- In these

' cases, whﬂe there are d1ss1m11ar-1 t1es w1th cer-tam featdres, there are

's1_im1'lar1t1es with oth_ers. -In C]asses I II, and- IV ‘thee are some aonst '
e presents with a reduced gnade of ablaut: ' cuman to come.', Some Verbs in

: The past participle for CIass I ITI is based upon the same orxgma?r

-

Y

?
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.|'c1ass.i} have u and not eo in the ‘infinitive: brucan ko enjoy. - Such an’
. :'intrusion is not clear, But it éppears'to'be more than analogy. Other verbs
- are c]ass1f1ed with Class IT7, but they appear to have the same orig1n as

Class V. In these Ce e;the1r presents were extended, by the addition of a

denta] e]ement OE.- streg- -d-an to strew, fech~-t-an to f1gh . With this

part1cu1ar group, the Class III voca11sm was adopted Finally, there is

"V:° OE b1ddan «——-*b1d1an to ask. (Campbe11 1959 303)

.

‘N\Ti%%- AR ‘Classes VI and VII: 'Both classes haye an unaccented voca11sm in

the infinitdve, and this voca]ism is extended to the past participle The

o

\ © o first- pret5¢hte ‘on the other hand has an accented vowel, which is usually -
o 7
: 1engthened or d1phthonglzed and is extended to the second preter1te " Class

= VI standan to stand, stod T stood, stodon they stood, .standen stood;
’ t -

. In environments where 1 or n follow the vocalism, the vowel is

<

usually e; howeveY,” there are a few exceptions: OE., fon to take, hon -to
* hang, feallan to’fall. Classes VI and VII also show 'weak-presents', e.g.,

_hebban  to raise; and n:?hfixes, e.g., OE., sta-n-dan to-.stand. \

® _.Fina]]y;'there‘are two groups of verbs -included ih‘C1ass VII whose
.'//{ o forms do not comply w%th prevtously stated features. One” showed PIE'E/S in
S .. . " — . .

e .

the present, 6 in the preterites, and a11 root vowels are accented. These

, show e/eo as. preter1te voWe]s in 01d English, e. g , 1zztan to a]]ow; 1§t
. ;f, . he al]owed. TheE:;herjﬁhowed an or1g1na1 u in the pastAtehsesaﬁwhich‘was .
‘ :: ,extended in Q]d 11sh, e.g., PGmc *b1® uan —> Ot., blawan ‘te.b]ow. The
| expected past-should‘shqw 8o o (eb?z\'The‘past partﬁciple has &/@0 by *

" analogy. ~(Campbell 1959:306) e

w3 . B ‘ '
s [} -

the weak present zVe,rb w1th a preter1te and a past part1c1 le alike to C]ass _

Class VII feallan to fall, faoil I fell, faollon they fell, feallen fallen.-

<

8

'S
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* STRONG VERBS FROM OLD TO MIDDLE - *
*TO MODERN ENGLISH - '

~

As is evident by this time, it has not been my intention to discuss

all features‘of e Strong Verbs in their d1achron1c development, espec1a11y
|

those of consonanta] changes and influences; nor is 1t my inténtion to do so
now. Instead, the scope of this paper has been restr1cted to the predominant

featuré~of the Strong'verbs,‘that.is' ablaut or vowel-gradation. To deal

( L]

with all features would have reqiired a certain amount of reconstruction in
_—/\ . . - - A

PGmc. Whereas, by béing restritted only tO'theievo1ution of ablaut, Common
Germanic (ﬁ%reafter, C Gmc ') forms-cou1d be used for generaﬂ purposes; while’
the PGmc -vowels could still be used to show dirett re]ationships.>

Since this\research nas.instigated.by;the Joea]ic a]ternatdons as

seen in the Modern English Strong (Irregular) Verb (as opposed to any

| a]ternat1on seen 1n the Modern Eng11sh Weak (Regu]ar) Verbs e.g., t hinK -
‘thought - thought), 1t was thought best to rema1n w1th this feature in its

"ent1rety in tracing the d1achron1c.deve1opment. Frequently many important

and indeed interesting areas were passedlover, or at tines dealt with only - -
s]ight]y, in order -to reta;p/%rtﬁearer and stronger presentation -

- To attempt an exp]anatlon of the many d1a1ect1ca1 and complex

produceua volume of add1t10na1 material; it would require a separatd field of )

Al

-. | research. Such an attempt wou]d be repetittous sinée‘comprehensive fiork by
‘ such scho]ars as Joseph wr1ght A M. Campbe]], Eduard S1evers and others

have already been dong in this area.

LN

Us1ng only those’ strong verbs which presently exist in Modern

"Englfih:(and here there is much room for debate) we will present data to

.'demonstrate two areas: spec1f]ca11y, the continued expansion of. ablaut from

. ‘ - * ’
- " . S . N o }
. e N ; R ) . , /\

by}

" consonantal 1nf1uences on ab]aut at th1s stage of deve]opment, not only would



r
.
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© N ) ". ~ ‘/
a system of three poss1b1e patterns in PIE beyond the seven bas1c patterns
in Old EngT1sh, into a mu1t1p11c1ty of patterns 1n Modern Eng]1sh, generally, .
examples 1ncorporat1ng these patterns,1n 01d,‘M1dg1e and Modern English.

fhe g%iuctural pattern of the 01d English seven classes of Strong Verbs will

" be. used here Because of the rapid expansion of ab]éut and the break‘down

-3

of any systematic patterns all verbs will be listed in a1phabet1ca1 order

accorq1ng to Modern English, After each ]1st1ng aC Gmc base, if- ava11ab1e,

~and a PIE root will be given.

. In.conc1uding)this chapter, some attention will be given to certain

T

irregularities ﬁhiqh, for the most part, have entered English during one of

¢

the sthges from 01d through'quern English and need further commentary:
. . ‘

e



. 01d English: -

Middle English:
Modern English:

VERBS:
.. 1. OE.
ME.

MnE.

- . C'Gmcﬁ |
PIE

2. O0E.. ..
ME.

" MnE. !

C Gme..

. PE
ME.
MnE .

C Gmc.
PIE.

St

1

© CLASS I: - e

]st’stgm

L

i
A

infinitive

[ "é‘ < ’
.. dubidan

abiden

abfide '

abide

bi-

. *3i-bheidh-

drTfanl':

" drifen
.drive .

drive

'drTB-”

*dreibh-

ridan’

riden

“ride ‘

" ride

rid- ;3

.'*reidh}

S ifofu
pret. sg.
" a-bad

... abod .

.~ abided

draf

- drof

2nd stem  3rd g@ﬁm»' ;. 4th stem
L

e i

/0.

. i-\

. ilufo

) pret. pl.
_ “a-bidon ' ~asbiden
. """ abiden
abood . B -

. abidden -
abjded

abode _°

/

drifon drifen

draf . ;
driven
drove _driven
/
* riden
. riden
© " ridden

)
<Y

_drifen

- past part!



»

rise
reis-

*pei- .

scinan ;.
schinen
schinpe .

‘shine

ékf(n)-

e
*ski- .

scrifan

schriven
schrive

.

. shrive

skresz_

B *(s)ker?bh-

smitan

smiten
smite

smite

. smip-
: /

L (s)mei-

Q<

-

e T - ' 66

. ..( N
ras. rison risen = - \
ras. ' . risen. -
raas ] ‘ A ’
roos ‘ IR
rose- Co risen
‘scan . scinon ' scinen -
‘schan -scinen
. £ N - o
schan. shinen
schon '

‘ i
shone . ~ shone
shined = - shined _

. . f T
scraf * ° scrifon scrifen
scraf schrifen
schraf schriven
schrof '
shrove . shriven .
shrived : .
. -I" ' B
/ b :
. " - 4
smat smiton smiten .
smat X . smiten
smat o ‘ .
smot
smote ~ -smitten
. . |
"8

’ -y .



e /*/f
9. OF,~
L ME.
:MnE.

E‘ /
'C.Gmé.~
PIE.

10. OE.
ME.

-‘.MnE.
C’Gmé.-_
PIE

stnide

+

-stride .

streid- -

e *ét;efédh—n'

“-strican

"

striken:
strike

‘strike '

streik--
*streig-
'wr?tanj'

writen
writ

striden

. strad

-strad
. strood

strode

3

o

" - strac

‘\ - i
strac:
strok
-strook

stFugk

wrat
wrat
wrat
wrot

. ™ wrote .

stridonh:,f

. stricon

LA

stridden -

67

‘striden

- %

strTHen.

' . stricen

striken

. i £ -
,strickenA
- struck

L
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o7 CLASS II:

/ S, 68
. . " . o . N . / ! M ' .
- 01d English: ~ - ®o(l) =~ ?a o Touc 0

-

Middle English: - /’féo/g/ﬁ/ou/o_ éa/aé/'é‘/ei/B/u/eu | o/E".
Modern English:  .i/&/ea/s  i/o/ajeufea/d. - ifofeals -

11. 0E. ceosan - ceas - curon coren

ME. +. chensen - cheas o 27+ coren
cheose choos . . . chusen
e - ' : . -chosen’

‘MnE. . choosé ~ - - chose © - o -chosen
C Gmc.  keus- . - S I

PIE - *geus-

12. OE,.:,‘ o c]éofgn ‘cleaf ' c]ufod-, - équén
ME. . cléoven .. clef- R L clofen s
cleove - cleef .. . cloven -
cleve” . clove . ., ~ . . "

ME. . . cleave . clave : -+ cleaved

T cleaved . . P
oo Ceme. . Kledb- '

PIE - “*gleubh- - -
J13.70E. - -7 dyfan - deaf “dufon - dofen

: - dufan - ] ' ' -
ME. - -~ duven. dedef . .- doven &
S -douve . ' - -

dove

“MnE.CT dive dve: ) _ f - dived
PR ' . . d.ived' ) .

. € -Gmc. o &edg-

S (S *dheu-b- oL ;;,/u',.*

. E
- . . .
v e el



) ‘//1;1‘ '
.. 1leogan
7 fleon

fleogen
f1§oh
flen
fleen
flee
fly
fJeug-:

*pleu-k-
fr;osan :

ME. - . - freosen

v - fraese .
freeze
freus-

*preus- -

séoahh“

- ME. sepen
- ) sethe

- MnE. seethe
'.t"' ¢ dme. ‘seup—

*seu-t--

* .

" flaah

fl(8)ah -

. fleh

fleih
flu
flew

" flew

freas

fres -
frees
frose

. froze

sead

sé?;

seth . .

sod

seéthgd

fruron

sudon -

4

-flugon o fﬁoggn,-

flowen.

+
¢
i

fruren

. froren

- froren

frosen' -

Vs
-

frozen

;oden

soden.

-.sodden

seethen”
seethed



d

d
/s

A Qld‘English:‘ i)
~ 'Middle English:
" Modern English:

o

17. -OE.

ME.

" MnE.
C Gmc;

PIE

.+ OE.

ME .

MnE.
C Gme.
PIE

19. OE.

MnE .
C Gmc.
PIE" .

" 20.

., clingan

.- N A
e .__:.//
i )

. CLASS III:

i+N+C
i/0/u ..

‘5i/u

. bi-ginnan

bi-ginnen
bi~ginne, .

begin -

¢ bi- ginh-

“*bhe- + ghi(n)

binqhﬁ

binden
binde
bind - .

bind

bind- |

*bhendh-

bringan -
(brengan-wk) .

bringen”
bringe

brin§
bregg-

*bhrenk-

cfingen'

K
4 o8

-

~ bi-gann

* be-gan’

'a/o.'l

a/ofoulu/t . .

a/o/ou/u

bi-gan s

~begaq

band
bend
band
bond
bounde

Bound,

bgnd'

" brang

brohte - (wk. )

brang

#1ung
clang
clung

( :bi-gunnon

brungon

’

© cluhgon ™

-

i

u ..
o/u/ou

o/du/h

" bi-gunnen
A -8 -

" bi-gunnen .

-beduu

_ bunden

. b{o)unden
" Bounden -

bound .

brdﬁgenA
 brungen -
brung

*

ctungen -

clungen
clunge - -

.V

‘:J'



. 2.

C o,

PIE.

0E. .

o
~ MnE.
C Gmc.

PLE

0. - -

ME..

MnE.. .

. hringan

. ring

élfng:(

'klagg-
*gle(n)k--

. drincan .

drfnken
drinke

.drink’
'dreng

. *dhre§-

* . findan

finden -

:findé

- fid-

| *pent-"

.. grindan

grinden
grinde .

: griﬁd

grend-

* ringen -

3

* . found _

rang -

‘druncon

fand fundon'7

fand ‘

“fond

fund .

~

Qrghdf ) .gryndqn~;‘

grgnd

ground

*ghre(n)-dh- *

ﬁringde' . “hringdon *

»

rin{de L
rangy, © . . -

o

. .c1ung

. druncen

drupken.i
drunk -

"'drunk

funden

“founden - -

founde .

¢

found.

" grunden .

"grunden -
“ground

"; ground

ringinde(n)- :

. rungen

rung

e e — .



.C’Gmc. . Xrégg—
PIE | *Kreks
 0E.2 . oriﬁnan
ME. . ‘rinnen
o runnen
ronnen’
rinne
‘MnE. run
.C. Gmc. rengic.
PIE | . %er-
C0E. . scrincan
ME. . schrinken
C schrinke
shrink

MiE:  *° shrink.

C Gme. skrigk- .
?iE S *(s)kréﬁgQ
OE. 3 .~ sincan .
M. sinken
' sinke
" MnE. - " sink
C Gmce. | segkwf
PIE 5 .*sengw-
OE. “" _' . Singan
_ME. T _ sihgen'
: ] . singe ,
MnE. - " sing .
B

ran

raﬁ

ran

.. scranc . .

.schrank
‘schronk
shrunke - -

“shrank
shrunk

sanc

ﬁank
sonke

sank

5

" sang -

‘sange
song '

sang. -

- osung -

L]

[~

urnen
runnen

: ronnen
- urnen

s

seruncon " scruncen

shrunken

shruqken
shrunk ~ -

suncon. suncen

"5 supgken

sunk

.sungon . “sungen

. sungen
PR sunge

. .Sung;‘

A



. eme..

" PIE

29.
o oME.

30.

31.

- 32,

OE.

MnE."~

' Gmc;

-PIE
0E.
ME.

" MnE.

-PIE
OE.
ME.

" MnE.

C Gmc.
PIE-

. QE.

ME.

.MnE.

¢ ame.
. PIE

o

éaggd

slihgan

$1ingen

‘e

sling

sleggﬁ-

*s1eng-;‘

slincan -
slinken

sTlink -

*sleng--

spinnan

spinnen
spinne

spin

spen-

© “*spen-

springan-. . -

springen

’ springe-

sﬁring

5 ‘sp}egg-.
*spre(n)Gh-

- -

slang
s]ahg
slong
slunge

slang

'stung .

slanc'’

s]éﬁk

‘ slunk . -,

spann

span
sponne

" span

spun .

sprang

sprang

. sprong :‘n

_ sprang
_sprung

.STungon

sTuncon.

spunnon

- sprungon -

73 -

s]uﬁgen

slungen’

o

. slung

sluncen
slunken

sTunken

- sTunk
s1inked

.-

spunnen . -

sponnen

. ." - spun

, T
sprungen

sprungen
sprunge

spr@ng



P

.33, " QE.
L ME

-

.MnE.

~ C Gme.
PIE *

”

34, OE.
ME.

~ MnE.

C Gme.

o PIE

35. - OE.
" OME

- C Gmc.
PIE,- ..~
3%. OF.
ME.
MnE.
C Gmc.
- PIE

MnhE. . .

swinge

_stingan
- stingen
sting

§teng—

*stengh-

-« stincan

Stinken .
stinke

stink

§tigkw-~

swimﬂan

swimmen
swimme

swim

gwem-, .

*swem-

swingan

swingen ..

'swing

 sweng-

“*sweng-

stang

stang,

.~stong e

stang
stung

_stanc

stank

stank
stunk

X(s)teu(n)-g- -

swam(m) .

Swam

- swam

swang

" swang

swong

-swang
swung

“

stungon

stuncon

_ swummon

* " sWungon

-~ stungen

stungen
O i

-~

stung

stuncen

stunken -.

"ﬁ. stunk

‘swummgn'

swumhen

swum

"
LI E
I

-3

sWungen

swungen -.

swung

Taa

..._.'* .

e



o
.

©

370 OE..

© MpE.
C.Gmc.~
_PIE -

MnE.
¢ Gmc.
PIE
39. -OF. -
_M‘E.'
MHE;
© Gng.
PIE,

01d English:
Middle English:

40: - OE.
CoME

MnE.

A

i

«Modern,Eng]ish:f"

R

~ winnan
winnen

win |

wen-

. *wen- .-
windan
winden

o Winde. .

“wind .
Awenﬁﬁ )

.fweﬁdh-

wringan

. Wringen
wringe -

wring
wrang-

-*wre(n)g-

P

) e+1+¢

‘a

Won -

ea

o
e/a

s e

. mealt

malt

o

Chalt -
melted

. wo’nn'

.. wrungon

muT ton s

;Fﬂ?

’

4

- wunnen

. wonnen
L wunnen
" wunne

won -

‘wunden

o
wunden
wonden

wounden - -

wound

.4

* wrungen

wrungen

wrung
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. PR . Cot - R oL, .
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oo Cemes o malt- o ) ;! L o o -

. N . RIE .- ) ‘:: ;', *m]_d:. , 0-" i “.. ) . : - . . _.’:_: -

M. c0ED . h | oswellan L sweall | 7. cswullon swoller:. Lol

o ME.. "swelTen,' “swal, ... . - . . ’swollen
- - ’sweHe Ly e e e swolle

Co- MmE. . “swell . swelled -~ & -, _ swollen - -~ ‘.- -
) €., 0 e e e U swelled T
C Gmc. L swe]— ST ) o R R
b pIE K °‘.l ¢ fswé]-, I
Old English: ii ) Le*C . oa oo T
lw o ;
- Midd\]@ Eng'l'ish.. . R i o/a : o,
- Modern English: ~.~" i " = “o: e o '
42, -0BR }:eon '];ah & ‘}ungon
TOME. b rifen TR
Wt —’prwe -Prof . _ . -
MnE. R ' thrive ti&cjve St  .' " thfive\n R4 '.
' » , » . . . . X %’u P o . . -
"C Gmc. SR X- g et Lo oA
% . s -P 'J : . v vt ~ .
;' 2k PIE *(s) teu-k- I . ‘
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o~

~.'Modern English:

. N
"' 01d English:

=Midd1e Eng1ish: : »fé/o/u N

.- .
Y

- 43. -QE. g

¢ eme.! .’
S -
- 46, OE.
. ME:

- 0

3

n;, AR

. et+]

" ea/o

beran

beren " .
bere

- scieran
sceren-
- scheren,
" shear’
y:

7

-

.sker>

stélan

' CLASS IV:

: *(&)kér; ’

4 .'a

' ajo

. bar
ber
.bar

. bare

bore

b

© o o.scear

‘scar
schar
. Sshare

shore,
shared

}27a/b]e.

1
Y
0' ' ' ‘f'l
scearon
é:.
. ’l ;
stz lon

o

shorn

-
>

" boren

boren

bore - .

born(e)

brocen’

L 9 VO

broken

broken ~

scoren .

‘schoren .

schern’

Shared



R

o
.
¢
'
v
.

47:

Q-

-
v

”
i .
1
v
s
.
o e
~ 3
\ ’ *
s
’ v
«

e
«
’
.
o
AT
’
4
»
i
: ©
Y »
\
'
[
)
‘a
.
.
.
o
.

: ' tear-
C. Gmc. ter-
PIE " *der-

d
1
~ ['_ L]
1
1
W8
. '
- - }
Lo .
. ) *
v
M . 1
v . '
.
L4 .
- {
r P
.
- . -
1 P . iy
1 . .
' ,
i
v
M +
v
4 ‘
’
‘ ’
. .
> . o
¢
. i -F
Y e
»
i -
A
M
X‘ N
?

- .
- 9fole '
L
*]

R .
1) .-
- 1
L}
. ‘a
B
.
‘
.. ) ,
- 2
.
- .
1 -
o ,
i M
- %
: LY
1 *
LN
. -
! .
. - \
'
EXY
]
~ -
.
m
v
1
'
s
'
’
.
4 ' )

]
.
f
.
.
-
° P o
.
,
-7
£
LI
v
-
e,
4
o . .
N
KN =
f
s '
)
)
B
X .
" ; .
‘o
.
A
L F
4‘ v
L
- ’)‘
- 4 1

toren
" toren “

_tore

torn . .

cumen

- comen

.
~
.
.
-
3
-.
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CLASS Vi - ,
- 01d English: e T e By e
" Middle English:  i/efiefeaje0  ®/afe/wi/al/au/ea . . i/efeilo.
‘Modern English:  _i/e/ea/ie  a/aifo/i - &/ifaifedfo
49. OE. biddan ~  bmd . \b®don - beden
CalME. ~ bjdden bed §° - . beden
. bidde, bead " ~ .
) bade

) . ' 3 ra
I3 . N ..
. - ‘ - ¢ . P * ‘

MnE. © . bid. °  bade- ' . - .bidden
- - bid - . .

sj

- CGme. ¢ bide
PIE ~ -  *bheidh-

50. . OE.-. ; __g?an'"f. =t :" =ton 7 eten’
ME. eten . . ﬁﬁ . S eten
‘ . eoten ' . et . . o7 etten
eaten , - at . - - o
. ME.. o eat ate ° . . - eaten
© ¢ Gme, et~ -
, PIE .. *ed-
' . 1 P " . , . . . . ,
51.- .OE. " gietan . geat g 'géatOpj- . gieten _
CCOME. “ geten " dgat o 'gétfehi g

- " gete ., AP o © goten
¢ . . el) - O . . .

-

~ MnE. Cget.. : Ngot' O _"’3'W  gotten

. c¥ L P S | QOt ! )
LT I A
CGme.. . .get-: o _
L. . . s , ' = t
' BtE *aheq': to. ¢ R R r: “ '
. : ‘ ‘ ®

52.-0E. 0 giefan _ geaf . géafon.  glefen
s 1" .. gifen . :geaf - o S giféni-’

give ',~35f} . v _given 1l
h . ave o LT S



- @

iicgan 4 -_lzeg_

lei(gle

“Tagen

Teien

“lien - " laig .- lein
,‘ligge '\«1a1. :
Tlie lay : lain

- 80
]
"_gfvér " gave -~ given
aeb- ' - v
*éha;bh -
o ( . '

seon seah

_sien ~ sah .. .

sen "~ sauh -

seen .. saugh - . *seien
o sau - IR sein

saw’ o .. seen

see Csaw oL -

P

seXw-

*seik"- o AR
sittan—  ‘swt © . &%ton » seten
“sitten ¢ - sat < ‘seten
sitte . Y. ‘siten

sit . - sat sitten

o J sat
sit- - ,
*sed- ¢ L .
7 - . -dl :
. \ )
2 T, 71 )



56. OE. - sprecan spRe T. spmcon ' specen

o ME. . .spekem - spek o ’ . spocen
SRR - - . speke_ , - spake-. . ‘ . spoken

s

»

MnE. " speak spoke .. : spoken
o C-Gme, , .sg'rak- - ,

CPIE *speg- © v

SR 7 -0E. -tredan - trad | '.tr"?i».don treden

¥

: . ‘e . 1‘: haiad
.. ME." - .- treden.  trad . " , treden
S - . trede § ' . . "~ - troden

MnE. . tread . t'r.()'dh T trddden
) . oo . . : : .0 - '
LP e CGme.s treg- " . o . '..o Co
S PIE - *dru-to- ' ' | |
L . 58...0E. : wefan o waf ~ lwmfon wefen
cooe L “ME." . - | weveéhﬁ ‘ ', waf“ . ' E : ' onen
- ’ : ‘ . wWof __— i '

| MnI;Z., . ‘weave ': \;\IQVE s .-w‘cJVen‘,
) ' .' I Gmc. - - | weib- Y | |

Co T 4 PIE . . *webh- S

-
1

. - Y]
' T N
. ! 0 :
o, - r
: ) oo
! . N C} N -
v h ' - \ v
v - e N
) :/ j . 1 . ] ' ?
.0
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-

01d English;

MiddTe English:

59,

. Modern English: -

OE.

ME.

.MnE.

' ¢ Gme,

PIE .

OE.

~ CLASS VI:-

a -

~

fa/ai/ea/au

a-wacan
a-we Can

awaken

" -awake

awake -

Wak-

*a-weg-

.dragan

d;agen
drahen
drahe

drawe ~

-]
draw -

*dheragh-
~flean

‘flean . -
“flen N\

fleen

flay”

- fla-

*p]éku
{ .

- f
o ,
- ,; s

a - .

o

®/ajau/e/éa  ofou/eu

A
. eu/a/o/ed

a-woc ' °

awok
awoqk
awoke

- awoke -
awaked
. RN

Y

.drog '
dreog

droh

.....droh

- dreug.-

drew J( i

drew- = "

flog .
" flogh .

s

B L

In/é ] )

‘a/qu/e/o/af

—.a/ai[é/au

w® cned

- F

awaken-
awake
- * ) \/-I

awoken
awaked.

n

drageﬁ

dfaghen
drawen

f]éden

f]awen?'

’ ~ floggen

&
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| : .83
"62. QOE. - . ' for-sacan - for-soc .7 % forsacen
. : .. ror L _

ME. o .fofgaken . forsoc - S forsaken
.. + -forsake forsook i "~ forsake "

4

“MnE. " . forsake forsook forsaken

~a -

e o+ CGme. sak- e

e 7 PiE»:ﬁ . -.*pur + *sag - S

. 63. wDE. B ’gnqgan' . . gnog . . -‘. ‘gnogon - gnagen
o St MES . gnagen ~ gnogh B LT gnaQeﬁ" S
E L T ’ ) gnawen gnoug Ll ; "
: - ‘ _gnawe "+ gnou o
: ‘ © o gneu -
Y.L mmEy ‘gnaw . Cgnew . .. o ghawn .
o A . . C . gnawed . ' _ gngwed'

" ‘PIE . *ghnegh-~ o

o 64. OE. - ~'  .hebban .  haf  ©  hafon. .-  hafen .-

. ..o . U ME.. "% hebpen " hef . . . -'* - hofen
S « _, hwben = - hof . hoven  -.
LT LT -heve . hove - T

e e MAE.. ~ ~ ¢ heave hove’ . .. hoven
Lo : ‘ _ L SR hove .
' : heaved == = * heaved

’ Xa't- ‘ . ' ‘ 1 ’ " . " - i

PIE © - *kap-

~
N ,7 ; e o o - - ' ~
T Ty 65, OE. . , " sceacan . .Sceoc . 'sceocon . sceacen,
. © ME. - schaken =~ schok . 7 ... " schaken: o
o "+ schake- shook . - = I
shake T N

.

.. MeEs. - shdke' "~ ° shook T T .. . shaked. .

- . N . v
= - - & - M
. . .
. - - . , .
. 4 —— . e !
o . . . .
v, Uy . . ' L .
. R ¢ o
- v 7 «




.67,

.t
~
)
- "
“
N o

ME.- . /'standen stod . R . 'standén

- ME. : swerien .- ‘swor - ° : - “sworen *

[ . " ’ . . S . . \

slean ' s1og L .slogon '~slagehg

ME: . . - sleamn .- sloh,’ : " slegen-
Lo »sten slogh - o0 ..slagen .
' "« slee . ' ‘slouh L slawen
W : : . -~ slew - Cslain - )
MnE. .- .slay | .  slew - slain, :
) - .' -‘ I ] .. , . S,» -
C Gmc. - . slaX- " .- - - . - S
- PIE . kslak- . L
. . . ) ' ' W ' _I‘ ) L a.
OE.-. . _ .standan \ stdd -  stddon -  standen-

. stande .-  ,stood - o . e

"MnE. - - stand stood . " stood

" C Gme. ‘stand- . S

L (] T e e —_—
) Lo . . ) . R : ' :, R

. .. . - . . !,_“ 0, . ] . . o
OE. " swerian swor - - .sworon. . sworen.. - S

- (swaren) rare*

o, .
swere .+ oswor ¢ AR . I
MiE. 7 swear swore - - - ' ‘sworen.

'C Gmc. ~swer- oo

-
. . . \ Il ] . ."
PIE - .. .,  *swer- . o S e
. : .. .' e . R N
- ';V- . & ' ' : I- . . - '
OE. - ~.. ' tacan , toc .
ME. - _tdkem - tok -1
-, - take ‘ "
» ‘ . - L al. ,
MnE.. . 7 . take. -~ T - took . .

PIE - kdeg- © . .

Lo T
» ! . »
. LS - .
’ I . ) s ‘
T » s -
. ‘. - .
; A
- - . . 3 o
[N .
LS N .
X \ » - R . \
- B ’ v
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e Middle EngTli

- Mode

¢

Y

‘) .
70. OF. .
ME. .

© o MnE.
.‘ ." \’
C Gmc.
PIE °
N
71. - OE.
. ME.
Mn‘E. '
, C Gmc. o

PIE

-,

0OE.

-
. PIE
. s
b .
5o [
.
.,,A:"‘.'.'
S
" i

01d English:
shs -

rn English:

H

. blow .

a/o/éa/ ou

' -

“beatan-

beten
beten
beat -

2 ‘beat

baut-
*bhat-

blawan

— blawen

f

blauwen

blaue
bloau™ -’
blowe _

-

e
> blo-

" *bh1o-

crawan
R

‘crawen

crowe - -

A

crow - .

&

) ‘*gra'..

’

< R(a/e/%alo

&/eal [a/au/S - 'efBufto/eajofie/e

»

"CLASS VII:.

T Y T

'8/&o - &/eo ®/a/ea/o

N

bette - . % bet
bette . S

beat . - beaten

bet = - : _ -

“bléow _" bieowon blawen -

bleow T ‘blawen.

bleow - -, , blowen - '
_bleou T - o o
- blew .. _ : e -

blew bTown

o o . »

creow. .. creowonm-. - crawen. o
crowen

créow - C
' ’ : crowe T

creu .

T crew ¥ :

crew
crowed

.grown -
- crowed

r . -
4 ' -
s P
4 ) ’
1
é 0
+ - .
. k]
” -
. . .
L 4 - . ‘ . .
&
. L)
» L]
) S~ - l
~ . . .
. Y .
.
K ) .~ “
o L -
- ~ -

0

: Lo g wd ¢
- e/a/o/ou/au
[ -. . . / ' . B
e/a/ujeafeu T~ -e/a/o/ujea/ou .
| beot... . . béotan - beaten



i,,MnE.
C 6Gmc. - ¢
. OPIE

e+ 176, OE.

J‘\\

- PIE

-

fea]ian-,

fél]en.x
falle

" fall
'. fal-
L pelu-
, géngan
gan

... gangen -

gan
gan.
‘gon-

»

g0
gai-

*gha-~

grpwan

. A

growen " .

< 'growe
;. grow

grﬁ-.

*ghro- *

1

' 5H§ngiah'
0hqn' .

hon.
_,hang"
Xanx-

o) .
“*kenk-

- .

feoll

feol’
feol

- geong. - -

. giong -

. wenden-

< OE. wendan

-

—
’
'
e
.
/
(-
.
‘
0
5
\
v

L -
]
’
ot
»
-

86
feallen
_fallen

L 4 .

fallen

é

gangen

gangende.- - . ;°
gan &

.« s



80. OE.
\ ME.
MAE . ,
PIE -
o .'
i

e . e

3’ -

1

healdan

héa]den '

h=1den

‘-ha1den

‘holden.
hoid |
Xul-‘
fke1;‘

cnawan

,

cnawen
- knawe
‘knaue
knowe

know

- *gene-,

.+ sawan

sawen- -
sawe
sowen _
sowe

. SOW

s®j-.
W

*sej-

“hdold

. “heold - AR

- heold . ’ .
“heald , e
"held -
hetd . 7

»
- 4

s

-

kneu R .

* sowed . .

*
.
.
;" ’ .
. .- ’ a
i - :
A !
- ! ,‘ ‘r
» i “
N 'y ' I
-
& e . - ‘ b oY
.-
1
i o

'. -J) réwgr} . o

= Tprowen

: c 87.

heélden“',’i' ’

halden
holden .

, ghe1d )

cnawen.

knawen

knowen |

" known

-

:priwen
{ .o

-thkown

»
“ -
. RN
- S
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© o ' . !
A L3
;e
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"verbs-in Modern Eng11sh.

. 8]-

3

182.'

_ A thére have been losses of strong. verbs' from fnglish

-

irregularities

g deve1opment° §o'have'there been gains.

W

This makes Tt veny d1ff1ou1t to be

) comprehens1ve when stat1ng what v%rbs are considered strong, and what are

no Who determ1nes what' is and what is not an archa1c form7 While

3

'1'dia1ect1ca11y one . form is accepted, another is reJected

"

Therefore, 'l make, .

no c1a1ms to be exhaust1ve in my se]ect1on, nor ‘in my rejection of strong

of strong. verbs in present-day usage.

The forms chosen above represent:a greater maJor1tyt

. ™

« The irregularities, for the most part, demonstrate’ the processes .

through‘hhiph new forms came into the language, and how others were altered.

0E.
- ME.

uP-IE \’ " Ty

L

don ) _dyde -
doni . " dude
oo : dide
do [ did’
*dhg-m

dydon -

-

doﬂg
dot¥

" done

LI . cIn Modern English th1s verb is placed in the strong verb category

However, in Old Eng11sh it was p]aced in a separate c1ass1f1cat1on called .

'Anoma]ous Verbs* .

; (Campbe]] 1959 346)

-1,

OF.,

~These verbs presented many d1ff1cu1t1es of format1on.

durran .

durren
durre

Co dqre .

B

ders-

'#dnere-—

durste

[N

,dorste.
. dearr - .

_dorste '

durst °

dared

7 0

dorston

dorren
durst

"dared



- ‘a LY, . o e w
“ 5 3 1 .u . , o \/
"’I_ .. ) ' . ) . - . ) - ' T R - . ~- . ,
- S . . . o N b L e . )
‘ : Although-classified as a strong verb, this verh is somewhat like - -~

of

... Modern English do in that it be]onged to a separate classification in 01d = -
‘ Eng]iSh It is 1nc1uded with a sma]] group of verbs, mostly aux111ar1es,
,u&sf’ ‘which in the present have the form of a strong preterxte. These were

‘1or1g1na]1y old strong preter1tes with mod1f1ed mean1ngs. (Campbe]] 1959: 3‘%)

~ . - .1
.
v 9

§3L bEfﬁ Lew .' ‘wer1an verede : , wered -
o MES ' weren '4__'_ weorede o wered - S
% S were ... P o S
;MnE: 5;f' ) wear -7-}wo$e. <. o ;worn : - ﬂ‘ - ,3’
- T - C‘Gmc._ ‘ ' was-:f ' \ RS i ; e o L L |
’ B T

. N . - - ’ .'
3 . L 0

The 01d Eng11sh and M1dd1e Eng]1sh forms belong to the weak Verbs, v

.‘l- . .
o ‘Class I However, the Modern Eng11sh ab]aut pattern is based on ana]ogy . :
with Modern Eng11sh swear, SWOTe, sworn from Old Eng]1sh swernan xg4§wegn E }
. ’ i
" ' . ) + . " s ) . s ¢ ) "?.'_": N t.;
. 84. ‘OEJ\“. > sxreng l s . R
. , N ° . ',4, -‘_,‘ '. ) ;’» . , . o
, :Mﬁl‘ ' strengen’ sfrang oo .. 7 strung - T
A B ~ MnE. " - string L strang o srung S R
L Coemio T estng P T
K * ) C .o ) . ) 7 o . -’ . L - .u' ! - "t’- "-1 )
. - S C Gmg. ~ - ssrang S Ce - ) S A
LT e : oo PR S, o
i -4 . PIE - *streng- . s T 4; L . '

R L . - e On the ba515 of an 01d Engl1sh noun, streng strxng. ded]e Eng11sh

H P

‘; | formed a strong‘verb strengen to strxng. From there'1t was’ extendeq C ‘Q, < \i
ana1og1ca11y accord1ng to qud]e Eng11sh swngen o‘sinﬁ;- The(Modeyn‘E?gliiF s'“y ‘
. . ( N \ 4

-

-forms* are derived from Middle Englxsh R fi““A ot et

' ’ b
.
. r . e ‘
, * [} - . -~
L4 ]
4 - < . ! \ . v +
o .. [ £ . — <k K e’
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8. DE. .. - spittan T
o el « . " spmtan = spmtte.
“ME. T spitten spitte - T
- - spzten sp® tte
. o ' spette
MnE. o spit ) spat S L spitten-
: o, S . . spit . _ ~ . spat
- , .- T . spit
l ) . . \ / . . . - i o
< C.Gmc. . spit- . = g
PIE . - *spyeu- (jmitatiyé-base) -7

"Here we have a case of two 01d English Weak Verbs becoming fused.

[

According to Price the résﬁ]tantAform(s)_are éategqrized,with.dlass V of the - . .

strong verbs, although not all .forms wére given. (Price 1970:135). No &oubt )

-

a certain amount of analogical levelling was involved.
<« ., : o .

8. OF. stecan stac .
B " stician sticode \ sticod .
ME. - " sticken. - . sticked S . sticked
a - sticke : . ) o ‘ :

) - ~ .
‘MnE. ~ stick stuck ' : - - stuck-
C'G%&. stik-

PIE - *steig-

| -‘This is.a:second case 6f fhsidn.f However, here an 01d English
Strong Vérb, stecan. to st{ck,'combined wifh-&n 01d ‘English Weak Verb,
stician_ to‘stick.. T@e re§u]t is a regular Middle English Weak Verb.' The'
. Mode#h'gng1ish ver%s shows a voca1{; a]ternation, thus capégorizihg'it as a
strong verb<.- The u of the Modern English pasf fense gnd;part barticip1e could

,. b ‘ip

. A
L o - . A= by .
considered as a narrowing of close 6 —»> U, and thep, aH eafrly shortening

i<

. of Tong U —> u. .Where ‘did.the o come from? It is‘beliéved'to have been .
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B 91

'
[ . - f *

~through analogy with Middle English past participle spoken spoke. (Price | ‘

k)

1970:137).
87. OE.
ME. . . striven strivede .'_ e " strived
T , ostrof © o ¢ .streven
: strove * . ' A -

"MnE. © - strive strove .. striven

. The Middle English form, str?ve(n) “to strive, ts the reshlt-of
borrow1ng from 01d French estr1ver ——> ear]y Modern French étriver of the’
‘same meaning. The verb is not founﬁ out51de French and so is believed to

j be of Germanic etymology Hence, it appears to be a case of-doub]e borrowing:
first from German1c into 01d Erench; , then from 01d French into M1dd1e English.
'These aré no 01d English forms, so it appears that the ancient German1c forms:

'had beén lost 1n 01d English.,,

) Certa1n scholars be11eve that 01d French estriver is derived: from
estr1f EIEle_wh‘Ch is ,regarded as-a modifigation of the older 01d French
estr1t, and 01d Germanic *strido --§jxjf$ re]ated to *stridan to f1ght )

Others argue that the old French verb is related to 01d German1c
*str1tan to struggle, of which the ab]aut-var1ant *strib- is represented

' hy the weak verb, e. g. . MLG s streven MnG. , streben to_endeavor, strqggle .

‘ Each explanation poses certa1n d1ff1cu1t1es; but the former seems
more log1cal yet the_not1on.of 'conf11ct' and endeavor'yeastly pass ‘the
one into the other _ | - | o

The strong forms of this verb (on the analogy of drive etc ) is

.'found ear11er than the weak forms (which would be normal:-for a verb borrowed.
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~ from French)‘and has.a1hays been the @ore'fréqueht of the two. - (Oxford

-

English Dictionary)::. LT
88. : O.E' . ‘ '*l d:eri'aﬂ ' ) _' R 3 . o L .u o
. ME. , o digéih ~ ‘didged ) . - digged’. .
. . ’ . . . Jg - ) ) ’
. MnE. - . dig dug .- S . dug

k]

This is the most pr6b1emet%c‘Modehn English Strong. Verb that we

" have come across: The 01d Engl1sh form d1c1an ‘to make a dike' is givep by.

J. R C]ark Hall's A Concise Ang]o Saxon D1ct1onan1, None of the other

-sources ment1on 1t at the 01d Eng11sh stage F. H —Stratmanh's A Middle-

: _gg11sh D1ct1onary states: "diggin, v., ? = d1k1n, d1g".. He'also pr0v1des

the past tense and past part1c1p1e form d1gged show1ng 1t to be a weak

verb.’ .
The‘ﬁodern English forms‘dréw.a striking paraliel to Modern Eng1ish

stick. However, whiJe Price dea]s}y1th the latter, he makes no ment1on of the

J

-former . There is always the suggest1on that it was a bonrow?ng ' French

O

", d1gu h 't make a- d1ke does show some ph0n01091fa1 connect1on.

'y , . '
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C N PIE- - - - = 2 2 mm - - -2 PGme <

N -~ CONCLUDING COMMENTS = .
The final stage of this papér will concern‘itself'with One'point,
, that is, a reconsideration of the presentat1on of .ablaut” patterns 1n the

Germanic Strong Verbs

~
-

: In demonstrat1ng the d1achron1c development of ablaut from PIE,
it became ev1dent 1n our sw1tch1ng to the use of C Gmc forms (that 1s, forms
commOn to most Gétman1c 1anguages but Tess comprehens1ve than those of PGmc)
that we were in a troub1ed‘area. This area 1is referred to as|PGmc and has Lo
been recognized both as a link between C Gmc and PIE, and aléo as ‘an area dn
which much research is still required. Because’ of this, it is extremely
difficult to trace a cont1nuous progress1on of ablaut from PIE 1nto C Gmc. Tov
bridge -this gap would require a great deal more reconstruct1on 1n(LGmc, than

we have; to narrow it wou]d»r&qu1re at best, a d1fferent approach

Trad1t1ona]1y, PIE is-viewed from the daughter 1anguages (see

.diagram at the end of Chapter 1). Th]s is natural %1nce_the daughter Ianguagee;

-

show the emp1r1ca1 ev1dence. But 1f‘the.empfrica1 evidence' is reliable (a.

A necessary'beﬁief without'nhﬁcﬁ‘there.would.be no science of comparative

1inguistics), then the different approach'becomes only a matter of directions.

- ‘In a diagram, the traditional approach is:

8 . - *
" C Gmc

(reconstructedfpremi§E) - -(empirical evidence) .

A reyersa]iof approaches would allow for a new presentation.which

5 né,be]feve to be clearer and more unified. Instedd of 'viewing PIE from C Gmc,

Yview € Gni\jrgf_EyE. : . o \\\\“Y T !
L PGmc , = .. C Gme

2.  PIE == = v = - 2 = o 'a o aa > 2ame_ s — > 7 7
: (reconstructed premise) - h(empirica1‘eviabnc§f . -

/-



On this basis that the'Germanic Strong Vérhs arq‘derivedxfron the .
"binary division of the Prt redup]icated and non redup11cated verbs, we can
‘.extend\the reconstructed prem1se of PIE into PGmc Thus is the gap )/g‘~
narroded because‘?f the. PGmc ab]aut patterns wh1ch have been reconstructed Eiy’

Th1s is now cont1nued 1nto a re- structured presentat1on of/the ’

/ . 1
. v

e,
seven classes of GermanJc Strong Verbs:

S R ) (o

pPGmc . ' reduplicated©  non-reduplicated

LN\

CGnc - Classes © VIT . . -I-I{alIl' IV-J-VI
./ ' _
R : CIVev VI
The~dtagram readS' ﬁrongthe b1nary d1v1s1on of certa1n uerbs in )
b ) ) W
PIE, we- can view the German1c Strong Verbs as redup11cated and non- . L

redup11cated The redup11cated verbs include C Gmc Class VII; the non-
redup11ca\vd verbs 1nc1ude Classes I to VI. Because redup]icdt%on is

evident in C Gmc, e.g.,‘Go., haihah- he hung, there is a direct re1at1onsh1p
bg;weén Class VII and PIE. For the non- redup11cated verbs,-C]asses I to III e
show a direct re1at1onsh1p with PIE through ‘the evo1ut1on of ab]aut wh11e /
C1asses_LMfto VI $how on1y a part1a1 re]at1onsh1p through ab]aut A furthen
d1v1s1on in the part1a11y re]ated group can be made on the grounds that

Classes IV and V clearly show partja] re]ationshfp; while Class Vi‘is believed - .
to-be'a Germanic innovation. . ' ’ . ' o

o . A )
‘A(_ . . . . . I

G



.
e
EI
'
L

N
v - . - . T,
. N ) /\J'
' . . £ .
{ . ¥ -
=S
. e N :
* - 3 : ‘.r . . Al []
" -
1 -
- N -
t - -
. L
-
) ¢
A -
L
-
(3 L]
5
.
* . ' [l ' N
v - *
2
. ". .
’ b e N
‘ - . 4 .
.o v
S “u
A a . B .
- o
. .. .
. . .
. .
. , :
- N - ~
N i .
e ‘ ! . ! ’
* -
. 5 s [
' ’ - . /
: /.
A} g [ i v L]
¥ a ¢
'
. y .
* .
'
- - -
. - . N '
» , o
N <
' )
N '
- . . "/ .
’ )
. “ 'Q
- .
: . . : 8 ‘ v
) « o
- ' N K
) -
. ’ / 2 P o
. ]
. “ ’ H . .'é“
M -
i . -
. ~ _ o 3 «
v -
- » I
- . n -
‘ R < 4 N - P N .
¥ [ . - O 0 “
, -
G
)
) c 5
( - . ‘® ‘s .
' . o
s ¢ ‘ . - [ (': o
® . . - - .4 ~ et
. [
. . . ! -
. R .
L] » . . T N
L . * . .
12 ) 2
. i ) o'+ % v i
b i - , .t .
Y ; . o
0/ -’\A‘
<
- . . - : * . .
. v < , 2 PR , L
- . . . .- d
Lo N L R .o,
‘ L 'y e, . . . .
. ' . co . (2
© S e . . - '.
B o »
t - Y r " t
B . . PR
N . - L
N [
. = A ' 3 [
e )
N - . = ] ) ¢ . o
N IR 1 [
-1 ~
PN -
\ s ,
- LU - . 4 !
e
- - = . LN 2 a.

- , . ._:’/. /- l\.“ - . ‘_.." . : ‘
. o > ! - *) :
. P . Lt .
N . ’ . . 1 .. ‘/ /.f - , ! L » N R . ‘9.5 .
. .’./‘.—’_ - ‘-.\ T - { e bl e ..\' i “‘,' v
o - : : Ty . ]
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