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Leon4~ Bloomfield ', 19-16 sketc h - A1gonqub ne h id .t h-e ground wor~ Icr

I . .

current 'discussio ns iu ."A1gonki:m word ~orm:l.t ion . ThOugh' rtse~r<:h has been done

on word rOfliat foD in CUltal Algonki:lD laDgU:lg~ (BI~mfield lOSS, lOB:!). li tt l~ .

h:LS been done en.word rorm:l.tio~ "in Micmac, 1l.D.Eastern Algonkian 13niu 3ge.

T his thesis presents an. overview of the fundamental, of Miemee word

Icrmati ou. T he gtammali ea.lization of i n~epeD~eD l a.nd dependent lexemes ',M

preverb, root, medial a~d Iinal rcr metlves isdiscussed. "T he ability fot the Stlffi'(1

lex.e~e' to be gra~m~~icnIlY ~ecll.tegoriied I;' n~":lI.ddress~d: - The 'role or th~ .
, ' ., ' . , ",' . . " .,'" (".:-:"

formeti ves > preverb, t@ot, 'medialanl1 finll.l :. is fixamined :l.D.d n sel'or:r-,.Iicmne' ·:--. · . -. '.
. . ' . ' . " ~

word !ormation patte rns or str a tegies out lined. :-. :_;". <;
A r~ll ' Sd Or app·e~dice.s· is i~~luded in the tbeala. T he""a.ppendices give! . ' "... .

""round.
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1.0 1D.trodnctioD

Micmac is an ea.stero. Algookian "lan guage. It d spe kee throu ghout Non

number or Micmac who still speak their o~n language baa decreased. Fid elholtz ~ {

Seotie, P rince Edward bland, New BrullSwiek.and Dortb· eaatern Quebtc . Though

there ar e registe~ed Micmac in Newroundl&Qd t he Micmac l&Dgusge, for , II
. \

. pr li.etie&l purposes , is no longer spoken inTthat prov,ince. Over ; he yea~ tbe

(1915:371) ,points out th at • ...the Dumber of Mlcmee is currently' estimated ~

, between 8,000 an d 15,000 individuals, of whorn pe rhaps half or more are fiueol

spe~kers of so,me variety ,orMicmac . '

Mu ch of th e initia l IiQiuist ie research on Miem ae.w.. carried c)ul during the

eigbtte D. and earl ,. ain.etfto.hUDdr eds by missiona ri.es. T he fIrSt t-fjcmac gram~&r

wu ~ritteD by F atber P ierre Antoin e ~imon Maillard, who wo~ked among the

Micmae fro~ 1735 .w 1182 (Ba tt iste IQS4:10)., Th e g;&nUnar, which '"u s

published posthumously in 1864 by Fa ther Joseph M. Bellenger, is entitled

Cr.mma~e de la l&lI ne miem&(Jue. -In 1888 an Enllisb/M}c~ dit~on &ry wu

pub~hed by the Protest~t miMiona.ryReverend Silas T. R and. Du ring the early .
- -I . -.

nineteen hundr eds the Roman C atholic pries~ F~thef, Pacifiq ue Bussen, more

.CO~~lY~ k~own 'u F ather l ad tique (B;tt~t~ IM4:1S), did extensive work.

amonK th e Micm ac. In Ig3g he published Lecon s ~ammatie al"e! tbeorigu es et

publisb~ to dat e•

pratigues de I. lan[1Je mlemague the most comprehensive Micmac gra mmar

j

. ' . "



More modern linguistic endeavors concerning th e Micmac languag e includ e
-:

various universit y dis sertation s beginning with James Fldelhoin'e lQ58 , PhD

dissertation on Micmac mor'pbophonemics. In 1971 Al an Hu mber comp leted a

mast er's thesis 00 th e aspec ts or verb morphology in Ne:-vroundland Micmac ,

which ~:LS r~I~~'."~~. , .i .':'I: . J976 .by &Oot·bei 'mam ii-y 'thesis written by Russell Bragg

00 aspects o r the ph onology or NewrouD.dland -Miemae. Paul Proulx 's 1918

Cornell PhD dissertat ion deals with Micm,c inlle ction w hile Aud rey Dawe's 1988

maste r's thesis froJT1 ~emorial .Univers ity focuses 0 0 Micma c historical phonology.

Throughout the nioet,een seventies eed into the eighties arti cles on Micmac

' linguistics have ' b~en written by James Fldelholtz , John Hewson, Paul Prouix .

Walson Williams end oth ers. Micmac and nou-Miemec writers have eo-eut heeed. ,

. . f
two pU~ications: one !n 191 6 • A, pr eliminary version of a Micmac. teac~ing

~ammar b~ Delisle and M, Metanj ~ a~d a second in 1984 - a Micmac ~exicon

published ,by DeBlois and A, Metalli c.

Though a variety of topic s has been addr essed within the field of Micmac

linguistics littl e, however , has been done on Micmac word Iorma tic n- the t~pic of

' . this stud y,

Leon~rd Bloomfield 's 1946 sketch -Algonquian" .Iaid the ground work fer

curren t discussions or Algonkian wor~ for mation. For example \Vo.lfan (1973:62).

in his sketch ~)ain~ Cree : A Gramma~ictLl Sketch states that "Th e Si-ier ske tch or

Cree wo;d form ation prese'oied ' here follows eloaely the model of Qloomfield '~

. Menomi~i Gr~mmar - , . ~Ioomfield's Menomini GfI\mm~~ published in. l Q62 uses

term inolo~ similiar to that found in Bl06mfi.eld's 1946_ sketcb "Algonquino" ,

Before outli ning Bloomfield's wo rd [ormation terminoio~ (section 1.2); as used in



\
Wolfart l lr.3 and this d isserta t ion, the VUioU5 A1gonkin n word types will be'

d iscussed .

1 .1 Alg onk ian w ord "t y pes

1 .].1 N ou ns

1.1.1.1 G ender , number and ob Tlati o D
. \

~'
Bloomfield (1946;94f divides Algonkian words into t h ree types: nOUDs , verbt

'and par t iclt'!l (ineludillg ·p ro~oun'l . Al gookinD longu'nges, d is tingu~b b eiwc~o

nouns o r 8nimat e , u d inanimat e gender. Anima t e Douns ~ I ...lnclude all p ersons,. .. I
a nimals, spirits, la rl e tr e es eed so me ot her objects such llS tcbeeec , 'maize, applo,

r~Pbe;ry (but n~t st~awberry) , ~alt ot tb e leg'(but not. th ighJ ~ ~tom:u:b·. ·sPi.tk

(eather, bird' , ta il, born , kett le, pipe-:Cor smoking and saoweb o e. ' (D100m~eld
1046:04). Exampl es or Mic mu an imate n OU M 1l.C:-

NA !9.!!!!
NAklit aw
NA wesutn et
NA~

"snowsh~1

' rasp berry"
' bttle "
' re::Lt b er"

.,, '

All Do~ns which are not a.n i~.lte ~ , ender are ina n imate. 5u(:b as t be toJ}owinl;

' ~-~ey i /~ :" '. :~~I~"
NI~ ' . "egg-
NI sapte'kney. /" ro~k -

No u ue, wbfcb are fnv ariabl y tbird p erson, m a y be in.Qe~ed fo r bo ~b Dumber

a nd obvi~tioll " Al gonkianJ anguages disti npish s ingular a nd plu talnllmb~r and

mar k._ ; ,noUl:U ·dif(ere~ t1y for num ber acco rding to their ge'nd er~ , T he plu ral or

- .... ~ . : .,>~:u.\;



a nimate noues in Mien:!.ac ls forrned by th e addition ot the sulflx :!. while the

. plural~ of inanimat e nouns is tormed by ~he addit ion or the 5UtflX :!. Seve ral

examples,or singula.r 'and plueel eoe n e in Micmac are given bel ow.

ANIMATENOUNS

~
an Vrt ate
plW'a l-

' p i ' kull - k
an illate
'p Lural

IN ANIMATE N0lmS

!!llllL.:-...J , '
cnamsa ee
pl-ural:

"snowsh oes"

-f eather·

-m y teei-h"

~

p e 'skewer ' .. l. . . - guns·
i namill ate
pZl4"'a Z

Besides mark ing nOUD s lLSto their number, Algonkia n Languages - reeogui ee a

further 'distineti'on 'o f ~bv iation. ·U an ani~a~e th_ird ~.erson oee. ~.rs ina phrase,

...-a ny other l)lIima te .· third person ... ~ a distinguishing form, the

~. • (~ l~mfield 1946 :g4). Singu.~lU' D.·ouns in the obvia.tiv~ are m arked by :!

as ill '

3;:t P;;' ~~~ ~ ·oD~~:iisj:~r s~oW3h;e ·'-
q, pOBS . snob-- " s i tp'uZar
prej'tJ: . ~ 8,OOe

.w~ere sDo~shpe is an anima te nOUD,



~.
6 .

....,, ' :

Traditionally, when & plural possessed.eeimete noun needed to be mark,cd

fat obviation tbe cbviat ive ma rker of the singul ln (:!J was dropped God the usual

I plu~al marke r for 'an~mate ~ouns was lli adde d. For exam ple, (or "his/ her

I snow shoes" one said wt-aeam.

10prese nt day Micmac t here eppeera to have been II. change such tha~ pluui · ·
~ - -

possessed animate nounaia the obvia.tive are ~rteD Dot marke d for obviation , as ....

desc ribed above , but -occur with the animate nominal plural marker :.!s. which

usually marks them as .non-obviative animate plura l nOUDS: Thus "his/he r

snow shoes" m ay, in s6me ~ialects, be pronounced wt - aoa.m· k.•

1.1.i .2 Possessed torms

I
Nouns in Algonkia n langu ages may be marked to indicate poSSeSS!9n. When

possessed, Alg~~kian rioun~ a:istinguish rust, second or -third person possessors

With. &. rur.the r distinctiGD:.Q.r inclusiv\e and exclusive first person plura.~ Among

the A1gookian languages "Only Arapaho....Cree and Micmac retain th e contrast

· b e t~een .the . e.xdU5iv~ and inc hisiv: endings .(GOd~ardiIfl6;'68)- '001"" " r.,,'
person plural refers to the per~on who is speak ing as we I as the person spoken to,

/ -
such as Micmac k.!!i.i.i!!Y. "our (ioclu~ive) . ra t her" i.. my fa th er and yours. "'

Ex~~usi\(e rll'St perso!l plure l re. leu to the person WhOt'i.penk·ing ~~d excludes the
. "' ~ I .

person spoke n to, such as Micm~; nu jjinen "our (ex lu s i~e l fathe r" meanlug my

f~ ther and liis . The possfe.pnrad igms roe thj ap. ate Mic~ac ' ~oun tmogtfl.'w .

"log" and t he maoUlla.teM~ma.c noun kWltn Ocana " are es follows:

,

-.1 ·.··



, ... .. ' \.. (

lat per. •g.
2nd per. sl­
3,d per . sg.
bt per.,pL(in d usin) .
h t per.pl.;~es:.chm....)
2Dd ~r.pL .
3rd per. pL

rtm:ta'wam
-tm te'w -m

w-emcete'w- m-l
k-tmogta'wam-inu
lI-tmoot,'w· m-inen
it- t moota.'wam-wow
w. t mogta' w- m-wal

' - my loc- :
' your (.g. ) 10,' .
• bisfher 10Z'
' our linc1win) lo gl
' our tx elusin) log "
· yoor (p1.) lot'
' their 109-

D-k."itno.Jn
k-kw ite-m
~.

j(.kwitn-m.inn
n; k:w itn-m- inen
k· iCwltn-m-wow
w-kw ue-m-wow

" ml C&D.oe"
' your (llg.) canoe'
I his/hel canoe'
' our linctusit'l) canoe"

: ~:~r~t~~:~c.anoe~.
' their canoe '

I. . \
ODe may D9tl rro m:the ab ove tbat pceseesed DQUDJI. lrrespeetire or gender ,

o,tten COllt.~ .tb~ aU r~lX :m.: ..Th~ uee ~r this pce eesive sumxL:unprediet~bl~;
some pce eesed DOUD!..ne~t!$it&te)ts u~e w~o,t~en ~~ Dot,

1st p~r. !g.
\Iud p er,5g.
3i'd per ",g.
lat per. pL(i.nclusive)
ht per . pL(cxcIUJive)
2nd per.p L

: 3rd per . pL

' l .i .i .2.1 Dep.ead~at boaa.

A m tain clul of Micmac 'OOUll5 on ly ceeura in poeeeaed fo na and is known

u dependeni DCluOJ. Dependen t. DOU~S 'bsually denote.•••' kinsme n, bod;ypam t od, " . , "
a lew intimate -possessioOJ;,lWolt arl 1973:66}.· Examples or dependent 0011., in

Mi.limac~e:

. ,-,'

NI Dsit
· NA~

N1B.2i!,s

' my root'
"my t esticle'
"m;y hu d'
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1.1 .1.3 Abaent&ttTe rorlDS

• I . .
In game Algonkianleegueges • .•.s.noriginally living being ' who is sleeping or

dead or has disappeared is -iflacce88i~'e, as are thingB which ' have been lost,

consumed .or destroye~·(Proulx 1078:14). Nouns representativ~ of such

laaccesalble obje~ts take a. s~eciaJ sumx ::!Lg which ~a.r~ the m II.! abseotative:

For example, compare the r?'llowing ex~ples given-by Proulx(1978:14)1; oenagag

_ Mu liso 'q -I knew the late Maurice- end DeD ag Mulis "I know Maurieei . Th e ,

~onn Muliso'g "Maur ice" is marked by the sumx .::QjJ II.! being ao abs~nt~tive

form Le.Mau rice is dea~ eadjbue Ia seeessible. The ,TAverb Dl!oa9a9' ~l l knew

·hi.m - ~greeS w~th the ab~~,nta~ive nOU D. The verb ends in the 'a bo!enta li w mar ker'

::!Q..,whic~ is adde"lik.ethe similar pl urala greemeot] after the normet lnr leet fon.

1.1.2 Ver bs

Algonkian v; rbs may be either transitive or iotran9itive. Intransitive ver bs ­

distin~isb between those verbs which refer to an animate subject and th ose

which refer to an inanimate subject . Intransitive verbs which rerer to animate

subj ed s ar e classed II.! aAlmate intransitive (AI) verbs, such a:, Micmac

kesibwll.'sit · S/he moves Cas.tl. Intr ansitive verbs reCerring to ioa~ imate eubjeete. .. 10\
: I p R ub Ilea U ~ 10·,e pmut • " 'lulu yolctlulltop wblth, ill til,F'aDc il/5~lth orlho" apby

• ned iD ~hil tbnill.(1Ietl MCtlou i .e .e ), II rtpruto~ by I g. COOMqijtIlUY.! II rep lactd by 9 ·111
prouli '. Micmac example.. 50 too PRII~'~ leDltb Iflatt l is re~lactd b,. :.

, ;, : ~ .
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IrlL classed· u . iDaniIpate in~ransitC (n) Vft'~ such 'as Micmac~ -n
I

moves rut- , ~

'The t;an8itive verbs ma y be eit her tr:lllIitive animate (TA) or - ~il~itive .

\ inan imate {TIl. TA verbs . ar e transiti.ve ve rba whose olijeets are. a.n imate, e.g.

Miemae lI&.tg spilk ' I .puUhim/her (rom th~ water'b y rope", while TI y'!:rbs are

tr~~itive verb s whose ot jects are inanimat e. ' e.g. Mu:mae natgapilm " ~ pull it

. '

(rom the wa te r-by rope" ,

Bloomti~ld (1946:05) also reeopizes two othe r verb tYPe!; t he pseud o

tr.ansiti~e · (PTJ. verb~ ~ and th e pseu do intransitive .(PI) verbs. ,T he pseudo

transitive verblfue verbs wpose,meanings a.ppear to b~ transitive,' as in Mic.Dl:ae

PT m esglln&' tog "S/ he lays o r puts down (somethins) ~ ~\lt whose"morpho logy .if

intra ri!itive; The pseudol nfra naitive verba ar e just the opposite. .They are ver bs , '
. " . . I . "

~h~e mor~bolo$Yi.! that or .8 TI . verb b~t whose mea~ing app ears, to be.

intranaiti~e i u 1JiMicmacPI~'·S/he ·,swiIIi.saIong· . " ,

.-The inn~c t~~&1 endings' of PI verbs in the thi rd person singu lar prese?t .

indicativ e ere ambiguous. Th e third pern present indica~ive infleeti o nal endi ng ,

~ ~r 'S~Ch. verba,~ PI pema'g could be interpre\e~. " the third ,::rson. singu lar .

Inflect ional ending :.!sor an AI verb where k-\qfa~. It is Dot until one examines

the rmf ~~d second person.singular forms'pemS'3 ) I ~wim along~ ~nd pe.ma.'mo

'.)\U(9( .) ~Wim a1ong- ' tha~one sees t hat the m~rPh:l~gy of a PI v;rbs s:~~PI
J;.-:{.:g 'S",. 'wima a1oDg' ~. iJld.. d . lb, ' 01 • 11 v.r~. , . - .

.. \- .

\, \.
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.: "
The other AI.~~8D wo.rd type beeidea noun And verb i! called partiei"

Pronou ns, in Algo{lkilLnlanguag es, ate 'like partid es in that they are not innected ;

_ eceeeq ueetly, , Bloomfield includes p ro nouns within the ca tegory o f partiele

. (Bloomfiel d lQ46;411j. Belowar e some examples of Micm ac plll'tid es.

",

XP
XP
XP
XP
XP
XP
XP
XP
XP

ni'e
ki 'l
iiii'
ijiT
iiIkantuk
!9..9 -.
lamulkuk-:­

. iiankmiw
!!ll!W

'j'
' you·
"this-
"that - .
"in Cronti.
"!Lod-
"below deck­
"immediately- ..;:
"dirty · .

1.2 Algonkian word torm at lve eategor!ee

In Algon kiea langu ages words, rega rdless of whether the y are nOUDS, verbs

or pa.rti~l es , ar e formed from!1.variety er m eaningful word par"ts,o r lexemes,

Ieremee being the minimal units of lextcel meaning. Lexical meaaing is ,- t he

mean~g of a morphemeeonefdered apart trom ~be m~dification~amma~ieal
inflect ion; syntactic position, ete. s (A vis 10.73:770.). T o be used in a word such a

" . "

le~emE! mU!!t be grammaticalized, thereby becoming a rormativ~ a nd being .

allocated a position in the word .

I /

,"
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Micmac word Carmativesmay 'be divided iDl? five categories wbi~h. traditionally..

in Algonkian s~i~. have been labelled. preverb (PV); root (R), med~ (M). flnal ,

(F) and iDnectioQ (I) rallowing Bloomfield (1~~6:103.104). Finals are -further

di1lided into verb.!i nals (VF), oouli (mats (NF) and par,tiel,eIinela (PF).

The ~~t roml~tive is the baseor the AJgo-nkianw~rd. It is the formative' to

which preverbs, media.b, finals and infiedional endings are added , eithe r directly'

or indirectly. Examples words containing roots in Micmac are:

"Nl enm a lg ei -bole-
R M sr :'"

~~~~~~~
ho le e'

" \
TAtem . '1 ik -I bre ak bim/her in two .·

R VF F
TA

cut o f f

XP !21! -again-
R

agai n

T he Iorm atires which add espeetuel or oth er information to" the roots to .

which theyatt,adrve the peeverbe. Preverbe are opt ion al formeti ves, ending in_

:i.·which prefix to t<J:Ots. Exa~les of Micmac word, c.oDta.ining preverbs are:

TA asopri ~Rm tl ' ~k'I push hun/het across.'

TA
aaros,8 puBh

TIpeii' nuk , m
PV .iI " VF TIl t h

n
acoidentLy 80f t ",'

r

-. ,,;"'..., ..,-.,(

' I slice it upaec~deDtallf ' "

'. '-~. ' "
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Il wesami ksk .' -I t is too w'ide. · •
PV R VF

r'
II

exW88 wide

" i ';>'

Media1s~ptiOQa1 fo:rn.atives which U!l~a.llY have a nomina.l sense. When

presen t they are p~itioDed between the r oo t o~, a word and its final, hence the

name 'med ial. Medi als O~CU~ in nouns, verbs and par ticles. Examples of Micmac

words cont.aiDing mediab are :

Nl mem
R

buo'

kw a D

M NF
head '

• temple o f head"

Il meku apa:g · te
R M VF

II
red ' streaked pLace

XP amal amk uk
R =M Locative

variegated sand

• w ith red streaks-

" w here t h ere are man y va r ieties
o f sa,D;d -

Finals ceeue before the inflection in both noun s and verbs. Verb finals will

always ~r~cede either the verbal iofied ions , or, in the c.a.se of recycling, enotbe r

verb final. Orten in DOUns there is 00 infiectional ending, ill which case the ecua

r~al , it there i3ooe, occursV1o~ouD finals. may also.o:cur in particles.

Below are examples 01Micmac words which eoeeefn noun and verb ti nala.
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NOUNFINALS

~ walgw an "rainbow· \i'
R NF

C'o7lfave

Nt tiamu api "moose thong"
R NF

'\ ...moose string

/' XP ke'kw ei ·up st airs"
},

'?-\ R #1' V .on top 0['

~VERBFlNALS

AI mag lecon a "S/ h e has a large nose"
R M YF

AIZ_,

n pit og I. "It s i ts under neath." .
oR M 'vp

II

Zong horizontal. ,,,".
position,

~

~ -:.,

TA al am · I l~ok arou nd for bi m/her·
R VF .,

T'
a bout: Zoo'l

eee

~h verbs and DO~D9 ' occur in PJ;inimal Corm: tJ;a.~eratiYe singular ,or the

verb jj dormall1 th e simple ste~, without innectioD, ' and the noun singula r is t.~

uninfleeted form or the DOllD stem, Tbe iDfiectiollS, whenpresen t, are su ffIxed:

. ,



14 '

.' -,~

TAP~m • , a~~ ~ .}
. ,~..,.. TA

aLong s1:J'ing •

- I carry him/her along by hand·
, "

~.

with in flectional ending..=! indicating fU'Stperson singular of the present ind ic,aUve,
"d

NI pataluti' - 1 - tables -
,R I

tabl.e • inanimate
pl.ltl'al.

with inne ctional ending:! indica.ting nominal ina.nimate plu ral. In verbs ,

inflect ional end ings ere mar'kers of Dumber,' persce. zeue e MId verbal orde r (such:\ " "

as indicative, conjunct, etc). In DOUn4, \nllectional endings are ma rkers d(

eumber vgeeder end o!:?viayoD.

i .3 ~lg0J?'kl.an word forma tion (derivationa l)

J A,.' . .

In his 1946 ske"tcb "Algonquian· .eed iD. hi.! !t)62 Menomilli G rammar ...

Bloomfield pr.esenta $oD outline oCAJg0D:kian wor~ , ro,:mation as Icllowe. In word

for~tiO~ " spe,cifi~ally der~vational . as opposed to compounding, ror~ative3 are

add to roots resultin g in primary derivation or to stem! resulti ng in secondary

den lti'OD(Bloo~eld 1946:103). 'The immediat e const it uents o r s te~ a re roots -
. . . ' " . ..

or extende d roots, ~ediab wbich.are o ptional an d fina ls {WolCart 1073:63). For

insta~e the Micmac word

TA .e.em
R

.a' i ik - I earry him/her aloDg~

VF . \ '1
, 'TA

"

"to"" a •
.is an example of primary deri~ation. It contains the root tt!!!: •aloD~· ~ollowed

'-..

' ,'
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IS

by the TA -verb r~aI !1:. Iollcwed by the rlfSt person sio~lar inflectional ending

:i!.of tb.!.present indicative. In the AI verb

-eke • t

~ I
AI

indef inite
objO/c t

IS/ he is a pallbearer ' .

a stein consisting of the root R!!!l: •along' and the TI verb fmal~ is furth er

• eugmeated in.'secondary derivation by the Al verb nna1-~ meaning "indefinite

object ' aod the third perecn singuiar inn ection al ending.:! of the intrans iti,:e

indicative. "Secondary derivat ion "sbowe th~ same ternary structur e as primary

formafion:' a stern Itather'than a root) .is followed optionally by 8 medial and .

•obligatorily by a final' . (WOVMt 1973:63).

Roots, medial., ~nd finals m~)' exhibit allamorphic variation (Wolfart
' l," • .

11;173:63): ,.The . allo~orphs of these- rormat iv:, "cn en c"ontain post radical,

premedlal, poStmetliaJsiid prertnal accretions.
. I

Some medials and finals are derived (rom other formAtiveS. Such derived

torm~tives are refe¥red"'to :hy Bloomfield (I046:104) &9 deverbel. For example the

medial:..i!!: -nostrU-'in

AI mag - itn • a
R M VF

AI

t -S/ he bas lars?nostrils ­
I

T ' •

large noarn Z

laderwedrrom,th~ dependent noun~ ·-my nostril(s)- , The TA/TI verb final
....~ .' - -- - "- -

, ~ -name- "u ia

~A t~ -. nit! a ik "I call him/h"er by such a name-
, R. Vi' 1

' f A '
thus 1'lall'l6
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is likewise derived from t he root ewj't- mean ing - to na me - , _

.:

1.4 Objee etvee

The main objective or tbis thesis is to pe an overview of the fuod-amenta.ls

of modern Micmse word formo.tiOn. Its focus is 0 0 derivational morphology, both

priffii.ry and secondary. The specific goals of th e study 1m threefold. Firs t we

shall seek to identify lI.S many of the Micmac lexemes as possible and to lLSlIign

them to a Iormattve categorY he it p~everb. root , mediel cr final. ' Second , ' we

shall examine the w.ays in ~bich these . Ionn e tlves . patt ern tli~IJ\.!elves within

Micmac words and we shall summarize tbis information into a defihitivc ' set o f

Micmac word Cor mat ive st rategies. Lastly, we sh an invest igate the role played by

each of the (our formati ve eat~gori es undee da cussicu - root, preverb, medial &09

..~ final and we s~all atte mpt to draw some tenta tive conclusions as to their

functions.

C b,fpter T wo examine! tbe form and fu~ction ?f tbe Micmac root . Th e

Miemae root i! tbe base of the Micmac. word and therefore it! nature m~~t be

fully under stood before the role of the othe r form Ative! can be made clear.

Chapter T hree dise~"es peeverbe. It explains the eo;respondenee between

root! and preverba and th~ role wh ieb pre~erbs play in adding eepeetu nl

information 'to th e 'w'crds in which they occur.

, Medials and noun finals "'l! deecribed in Chapt er Four• . Th e pos~ion -eed

\ .

...
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(unction of mediaJs within •Miemae words is discussed , as well as the

correspondence of medi$ with noun rmais and possessed etems.

,Chapte; Five deals wit~ the trall!l!tive and ,in transitive verb flnals. It

describes the recyling oC verb finals and discusses their roLe in' indica ting . the

DatuI~lIo&Ulitivity· or the verb.

Chapt~r Six explains the data presented 'by the appendices and gives a.

summary of Micmac word"formative lltra tegies.

A large part of the th~is is composed of appendices . The appendices are a.

summary of all the Cormatives which wer'e identifie.d throughout the course of this

study. The purpose of including the eppe dices ia.- to · give substantial

documentatio n to t.he-''2o~oc'''l....oHnWKo·"c·omoo.cernmg th e torm, a~d Junction of the

l our Micmac formatiVe:!eXimiDed: preverb, root , medial , and final.

1.6 DATA

_~reli~i~ary research tor th is theSis was bseed on the Micmllc Lexicon

_: ~Ublished y .DeBlols and Me~lll1ic in 1984. APproximatel~7 ,~~t.1he-..-sooo

words' the lexicon wen 'divided into their constituent parts , roUowing the. .
analy. is or AJgQDkian word 'o rmatio n give; in Blooinfield 1946 and outlin~d in. ~

f1e~o.~9 1.1 ~~ro\l~~3 above. ExteD9iv~ help durin~ the p~elimina.ry stages or

eseerch was provided by Mr. ij owlrd Jeddcre or Eskescal, Cape Breton. Mr.

·! . ddo" h.lp;d to ccnflrm tbe boundertes o~ Icrmetives within t~
assign m~aIlinp_to the ;'arious --formativ~ identilled .

v .

I' ,
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Field work was dcne in Cape Breton, Nova Scotia to~ri.ry the eo~e1W1~ODs

drawn from the preliminar,. work. Besides Mr: Ho_ward J.e,ddore, several other

) till DatiY~Cm8C speak efll gave their time to help with the.stu-dy. The y iDelude Mr.

Bernie Francis , formerly Irom Membertou , ~r. Peter. Marshall ..nd Mrs. Nancy

Sylliboy of Eskasoni and Mrs. Barbara ~8eDona1d (nee Syllibo y), formerly Crom

Eskasoni. Howard Jeddor e, Bernie Francis and Barh ara MacDonald are between

35 and 45 yean of ege while Pet er Marshall aod Nancy Sylliboy are bet~een SO

/ and 65 yean or age.

Arter the r~ative boundaries had been 'marked, the data was sor ted and

labl,l lated OD 8 .'(~in~Crame comput~r. Tb:'re9~lts of thill work are the lour

appendices rOUD~'at the:bac.k~t the thesis.

Six verb types are included 'i ~ the study: AI, n. TA"1'1, PT , and PI,' As

well as the normal intrawltrve typ es- (AI, 0) and tbe normal transitive' types oC
, -

verb (T"A, TIl there.are th e two pseudo type ,verbs whose morphology belies tbei,r

runctioo: pseudo tran sitive (PT) verbs and the _pseud'oi ntraositive (PI).Yer~s , T he . '

verbs marked by r-rhav e int ransitive morph ology but t ransitive meanings, such

, as PT mena 'ga'tog ·S /b e ta kes (it.)'ouLo f position (like a.gear-stick)· , Th e verbs
" . . . ( ,

marked<> by ' PI, such as PI welia 'su'oa 'g · S/ he is well dr esaed ", have the

morpholop of TI verbs, but meaning! whic"hare intr ansit ive. "

As prev i~~sly ment ioned at th e beginn~ of s~ction 1.5 most of/ the words in

this study lw~re faken from the DeBlols and Metan ic Micmac . Le~icon. · In tb ls

' publication~~DeBlols and ~etaUic mark verbs such as welia 'su'na'g " S/be dresses

wells as AI: This ieuadereteadeble, as the meaninll' 01euehverbe UI intr aD8itiye.

However, lor _thepurposes 91 tbis st udy, verbs such as welia 'eu'na 'g are mar~ed as •
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PI; pseudo iDtr&nli~lve, Ice though Itl~h !erbs are iDtraneitlve in meuiDg the .

innectio~&! elld~p 'of iucb verbs are·those of a 11 verb.

That verbs luch as welia'su'n"'a'g are transitin .and not intransit~n is

supported bi the f~i tbat in the Mitrn&cLm~n such verbs are listed ia botb
, r ' . ""

their rltSt penon and tbird pe~n .s.iDgalar f~rlpJ. For example t he lexicon entfJ

ktt · well dreslled· L8 .u follows: AI weli-asun!f' (we!j..asuuml (D,Blois ,and

Metalli~ IGSC:1S1). The natu re of thefust anttaeeond person iDneetion&! ~nd~p

• of the verb shows"the morphology of the word to be tbat of & TI verb. "It th e verb

'wer~ AI~ the rmt person , iDgular W~d end in ~ :i.:l or :!l. .

In the Mltmac Lexicon some verb, niark~d as TI end in :!!1 e.g. TI

!l!Y!!1m 1I'(i) ~arry (It) around on the · ~ack · (DeBlois and ' Metallic 1'0184:3) a~d

. other.v~;b, !parked ~ n 'end in :i e~g.TI jll.galatu -(I) do (it) qUicklY·lDeBI~is .
" ' . ". ',

'and Metallie U184:55). Th e true n verbs ~e tbO!:' wbich end in the n theme •

sip. ~ (see" section 5.2). , Those .verbs· "hicb . e"~d in the r1l'!t perso~ si..I\luJar "
. . . , . "

innection&1 en.dinK:.!! are·pseudo. transi~jye; coDJequeD~ v,:rhs 'from the Micmac

~whi~h were marked· IS TI but wbich end in :.!!bave been rnark~ in this

study u ·PT -. A;ll PT n rbs U;tbis ,tudT . ~.ave also been ~.,e~ in tbe third pe~~ "

' singular form; and not the rnt peno n 'singular form u found in the .M!s!!:!.!s

Lexicon. 1'his is dODe to ens~rfl that th e PT verbs ecrreepoad in ,person 'and

Du~ber with the plverbs. · .

~ilh;. lb,' ~~pe.di'es ·..I.e~l. oil in,;..' it;ve ~"b•.' bo;h AI...d D, .&~~ :

. ,. tbe two pseudo verb types, the PI.and PT, lire given in the the present indicative
, . . . " . . ,

third person singular. AU transitive verbs, TA endTl, are given in the presen"
'C

indj~~tivfl fant peno~ ., !ngular with third p~~n loal .

. :~~\"

~t~~~z.·-,~ :~: ;" ; ·"i'~; .;~~ "
" ' i. _

(- ,
~ . , . '~\ <JI
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All aon -depeadeaf acuns in the ~t~y ~e classed as- either &Il~ate or

inanim ate. Animat e non-depend~nt nou~ are marked NA, all in NA tia>m ­

mocee ", while inanimate non-dependent nouns are marked Nt, as in Nt~

- axe-. Dependent nouns are marked D, as -in~~y tongue- . T he gender oC

dependent nouns wasnot always known; thus dependent nouns are not labelled as

to gender as are non-dep.endent ncuus .

Part icles, such as~ -upstain- are marked XP while pronouns such as

ni 'n -I- are considered part icles end ' also marked XP.

\

Within the text and appendic es, words are given with their disti nct

Cormati'~ separated by hyphens, Cor exam~.l e: n pemi-mo-spsk·e-k -It becom,e8

large and -round.". .T he word type (Al, Nt, TA, XP , etc.] is given before the word.

. -t he Co rmati~e categories of the specific Iormerivee are orten, bu t' not. always,

given below the fo!mative, along with th e meaning- oC the Cormat ive. . For

example:

aLong large round

mg
R

apsk
M

.
VF
II

Th e abb reviations that are used Cor the various- Cormative categories when.

lab elling ~ord parts are as follows: preverb (P), root .{R),,,medial (M) noun final .. ----

(~). verb rLD.a.i _~~rtiele final (PFJ and inflection (I! . 'The '1'1theme:.!!! of

TI ver., has been Jabelle1 TI/t~, as in

TJ el~kw
R

.t ­
VF
TI

m : -.Irep air or fix it ­
~I/th

The roeus~ ~LthiS - ~tudY is 0 0 ' word formation and .oot on ' inn~cti()nal

..~ : '
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'<J "

~orphology "which looks at the ~arious torm:' ot I;DY one word. What is ot

interest ' b h~w the word"Iormatives [preverb, root , medial and fi~lI ) ruceuce in

-~ the st ructur ing ot Mic~ac words. Consequently, the inOed ional ending! ot word!

have been marked solely to indicate their position in terms ot the overall internal

•
structure o( Micmac words and no attem pt has been made to discuss their tol"tn'or--- '. . )tunctioQ:-- - .: .'

1.8 Ortbogf'aph;y

1.8.1 M icm ac soun d lI;yatem. '\

T he overall design.ot any or~~ography must take - in~ cou ideraiioo th e ' . ;-;,

ph,':ology or lh. langoag. it wee developed to repres..t. Before d" ,db;ng the i .

Micmhc·ortho~apb! uSed in this stu~. a ' brier aoalysis win -be' ma~ or the

pbODOlogic~1 system ot Micrnae wbich can be represe~ted as (ollo~s:

CONSONANTS

. obstrue Db

so" nts

vowELs,

sbort

loog

P t k kw q 'qw- t s

I m o.

i. e. a. o. u.

10 MicrJ.1a~·, obetrueeu occur ,naturally as unvoiced' pbonemes aod normally. ... ( .

~ecome voiced a~lophonically when between ~els (Hewson 1~80:1l5 , Fide.lholtz

1976 :~). Tbe rm t ~nd second. word ot eatE.h, set ot examples belo.w show '
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unvoiced cbstruents in initia l ot final postion and/o r in eonscueet cluste rs. Th e

third word oreach set shows the obstruen ts occurring voiced inte rvoeallcully.

Ipl
~ IPemiyetl : ~(::y;.fll ks.
~ aptJ!
&Illi sibu · river"

N
~ I'i'ipl . ' water wwl"
~ qapa w) ' waterfall"
~ nu aet] ' She breast-feeds '

Itl .1. ,- .
" . ; --~-_. lsibitl "S/ he stre tches or yawus'", •

- - - - --:.. ntanka'Iaw n?tanka.lawJ ' calr"
\} ekwitamet ekwldemet] "S/ be,fish~~'

1'1 ,.. .~ r ,
emgwaoii'j rmqwan?l!I. ' spoon"

.~ (jpei.~ " little bird"
m ijizit ' S/ he ents"

Ikl
kelusit IketuzitJ ' speak"
keskuk k eekuk ] "Itis heavy"
ika 't iga.t] "arr ive"

IqJ
I 'T~~t'WI . -~

" log"
~ ella "It goes'
!M!!! aGam) - ' snowshoe"

The Micmac souorants 1, !!! and !!.'normally become syllabic after obst rueiits.

Co~.sequentIY , if the obstr~ent which pr ecedes the ecccrent is itself prece~ed by a

vowel,.th ;n ,the obstrue nt bec~mes voice~" a.s it is no: in an intervocalicposition

between two syliabic elements . For example, the final !!.rr"~ [n!pidn] -m y
\ ..

--- ' band - becomes sy·U~bic .wben it follows the obstruent!...... a.'eonsequence ~f tlie

!!. becoming syllable, the .obs t ruep.t ! beco~es phonetically fdJ as it is ibterv?cll.li.c

between [i) and In). For fu'it her exo.mples of sOb-arnnts which be~ame syllo.bic

aft er obstruents see below. " '
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