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o . Leemﬁ;d Bloomfield’s 1046 sketch *Algonquian® laid-the ground work for
- . ' perrent Aseussions o Alzcalt word formation. Though'research has been done

on word forrgation in Central Algonkian I s B 1058, 1062), little

has been done on.word formation in Micmac, an Eastern Algonkian lanéunge.

" This thesis presents an. overview of the fundamentals of Miemae word

The maticalizati of independent and d

dent lexemes as .

preverb root, medxnl And final formahves is dlscuued *The nblhty for the same

lexeme' to ba g‘rnmmnuenlly recntegonud is' alsn nddressed The role ol‘ u|

- ° farmntwes preverb root, ‘medial nnd final * is 9xnrnmecl and a set of chmnc

word: fnrmatmn patterns or :tr:\tepes outlined.

A full sét.of appendices is included in the thesis. The appendices give °

“7") - summary listings of the Micmac préverbs, roots, medials and finals identified

during the study, as. well as the Micmac words in which these formatives where

- ¢ 3

found.

¥ - >3
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1.0 Introduction .

Micmac is an eastern Algonkian - language. It is spoken throughout Nova
Scotia, Prince Edward lslﬁd, New Brunswick and north-eastern Quebec. Though

there are regi d Micmac in

d the Micmac language, for all

practical purposes, is no longer spoken in-that province. Over the })eus the
" - & ]

number of Micmac who still speak their own language has decreased. Fidelholtz

(1075:371) points out that *...the number of Micmac is currently estimated ™

between 8,000 and 15,000 individuals, of whom perhaps half or more are fluent

spukers of some variety a( Micmac.*
Much of the initial lipguistic reséarch on Micmac was carried out during the

eighteen and early nineteen hundreds by missionaries. The first Micmac grammar

was written by Father Pierre Antoine Simon Maillard, who worked among the

Micmae from 1735 to 1762 (Battiste 1984:10)., The gr'nmmr, which ‘was

published posthumously in 1884 by Father Joseph M. Bellenger, is entitled

Grammaire de la langue miemaque. *In 1888 an English/Mi: t‘iietionnry was
published by the P at missionary R d Silas T. Rln:s%urmg the enly
nineteen hundreds t‘he Roman Catholic pmst Fnther Pacifique Buisson, more
commonly‘ known 'as Father lTum.ﬁque (Bauut& 1084:15), did extensive .work

amm‘:g the Micmac. In 1039 he published Lecons grammaticales théoriques et

pratiques de la langue micmaque, the most comprehensive ,Mic;nu grammar
published to date. =

a
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More mgdem linguistic endeavors concerning the Micmac language include
various unive;sily dissertations beginning with James Fidelh’ol’tz's 1968 PhD
dissertation on Micmac morphophonemics. In 1971 Alan Humber completed a

master’s thesis on the aspects of verb morphology in Newfoundland Micmate,

which was followed in 1076 by.another master’s thesis written by Russell Bragg

on aspects of the phonology of Newfo\m‘dland ~Micmae. Paul Proulx's 1978

Cornell PhD dissertation deals with Micmac inTlection while Audrey Dawe's 1986

master’s thesis from Memorial University focuses on Micmac historical phonology.

Throughout the nineteen seventies and into the eighties articles on Micmac

.lingui.stics have i>e.en written by James Fidelholtz, John Hewson, Paul Proulx,

Watson Williams and others. Micmac and -Mi ‘writers have

dthored . .

: . )
© two pul{]ications: one in 1978 - A preliminary version of a.Micmac. teaching

grammar by, Delisle and M. Metallic and a second in 1984 - a Miemac, Lexicon

publisl;ed by DeBlois and A, Metallic. e B
Though a variety of topics has been addressed within the field of Micmac
linguisti’cs l’xt&le, however, has been done on Micmac word formation - the !o'pic of
“+ this study. - <
Leonfrd Blool‘nﬁeld‘s 1946 sketch ®Algonquian® laid the ground work for
current diseussions of Algoskidn word formation. For example Wolfart (1073:62),

in his sketch Plains Cree: A Grammatical Sketch, states that *The brief sketch of

Cree word formation presented” here follows closely the model of Bloomfield's

. Menomini Grammar®. - Bloomfield's Menomini Grnmmg,l; published in 1962 uses
terminology similiar to that found in Blodmfield's 1946 sketch *Algonquian®.

Before outlining Bl d

word formation terminology (section 1.2); as used in

/ . ,
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N
Wolfart 1973 and this dissertation, the various Algonkian word types will be

discussed.

1.1 Algonkian ‘word types
1.11 Nonu
1.1.1.1 Gender, nnmber and obvhtlon

e

Bloomfield (1946: 94)' dmdes Algonkian words into three types nouns, verbs

> land particles (includi ). Algonkian I distinguish bezwenn

nouns of animate, and inanimate gender.  Animate nouns o .|ncluds all persons,

ammn)s spirits, large trees and some other objects such as tobncco, maize, nppln,

o .
5 nspblrry (but not strawberry), calf of the leg (but not. '.}ugh), stomneh spitfle,
feather, bird’s tail, horn, kettle, pipe :for ;mokmg and snowshoe. '(Dloomﬁeld ‘
} 1946:94). Examples of Micmac animate nouns are: 5 N "
NA agam i *snowshoe*
NA klitaw *raspberry®
NA net “Kettle® -~
NA pi'kun *feather®
7 All nouns which are not animate in gender are inanimate, such as the ro*lowing:
NI puksuk AN ;flrel . :
Nl pe'skewey ; 7, a 'glmfg
< NIwa'w . tegg”
ol NI sapte'kney / *fork* K,
L ' Nouns, which are mvmnbly; third person, may bé inflected for both number

and obviation, Algonkian languages distingﬁi:h singular and plural number and
mark. nouns 'differently for number according to their gender. The plural of




5
animate nouns in Micmac is formed by the addition of the suffix -k while the
_plural of inanimate nouns is formed by ';he addition of the suffix .l Several

examples_of singular ‘and plural nowns in Micmac are given below.

ANMATE NOUNS -

agam - k =snowshoes* &
aninate
plural

pitkun -k *feather®
aninate =
plural

INANMATE NOUNS

Znaninate

mipit = 1 *myteeth"
plural * '

Besides marking nouns as to their number, Algonkian languages' recognize a

further distinction ‘of obviation. *If an animate third person oceirs in a phrase,
- . (

~-any other gnimate’ third person .. bd a distinguishing form, the

obviative. *(Bloomfield 1046:94). Singular nouns in the obviativ:e are marked by -l

asin ¢

. e .-
wt - agam 1*his/her snowshoe® .
- 8rd. " per. oot . obuative.
87. poss, snod «sigular - e
prefis " !

hoa y

)Nhen: snowshoe is an animate noun.
. . -
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s
Traditionally, when a pluml possessed . animate noun needed to be mnrked

for obvmnon the obviative marker of the singular (:]) was dropped and the usual

\plural marker for aNmMe nouns was not added. For example, for 'hxs/her.

) snowshoes* one said wt-agam. .

In present day Mjcmsﬂere appears to have been a change such that plumi'»
possessed animate nouns’in the vaiativ,e are En.en not ﬁmrked for obviation, as ~
descnbed above, but-occur with the animate nummnl plural marker -k which
usually marks them as non-obviative animate plm‘ul nouns.. Thus *his/her

snowshoes* may, in sBme dialects, be pronounced wt - agam - k..
. . p

1.1.1.2 Possessed forms

Nouns in Algonkian languages may be marked to indicate possession. When

possessed, Algonkian nouns distinguish first, second or -thifd person possessors

with a_ further distinctionof inclusive and exclusive first person plurnl. Among

l

Ed
. such a3 Mlcmac kujjinu *our (inclusive) father® i.p.

the Algouklan languages "Only Ampnlm,_Cree and Micmac retain the contrast
“between the exclusive and mcluswe endings* (Goddnrd}‘lDM.B&) Incluslve ﬁrst
pers'E\n plural refers to the person who is speaking as well as the person spoken to,

my father and yours.

Exclusnze first person plurnl refers to the person who is speaking and excludes the
person spoken to, such as Micmac nuijjinen "our (ex l\lsi‘_'e) father* meaning my

father and his. The possessiVe: paradigms for the animate Micmac noun tmogta'w

*log® and the inaniate Migmac noun kwitn *canog® are as follows:
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1st per. sg. n-tme ta'w-
2nd per. sg. - ta"w-m
3rd per. sg. w-tmogqta’w-m-|
1st per.pl. (inclusive) - k-tmogta'w-m-inu *our (inclusive) log*
1st per.pl. {exclusive) n-tmogta’w-m-inen *our (exclusive) log*
2nd per. pl -tmogts' w-m-wow *your (pl.) log*
3rd per. pl. w-tmogta’ w-m-w: *their log*®
Ist per. sg. itn-m *my canoe*
9nd per. sg. k-kwito-m *your (sg.) canoe®
3rd per.sg. w-kwitn-m ~ *his/her, canoe®
1st per. pl. (inclusive) k-kwite-m-inu *our (inclusive) canoe*
1st per. pl (exclusive) pkwitn-m-inen *our (exclusive) cance®
2nd per. pl. -k witn-m-wow 'your (p )canoe'
3rd per. pl. w-kwitd-m-wow

One may note from the above that possessed nouns, irrapmive of gender,
often contain the suffix :m. * The use of this possessive suffix: is unpredictlbl;;
some possessed nouns necessitate its use while otliers do not.

i

11.1.21 Dependent nouns

A certain class of Micmac -nouns only occurs in pos:aed form and iakncwn
as dependent nguu Dependent nouns “sually denote -... 'kinsme.n, bodyparts gnd

a lew intimate pmmlons"(Wol!m 1973 M) Exunplu of dependent nouns in

Mismac gre: . .
NI psit *my foot* -

* NA pulsy *my testicle®
NI ngn! *my hand*

o =




1.1.1.3 Absentative forms

N\

In some Algénkian’ languages *...sn otiginally living being who is sleeping or
dead or has disappeared is in;ccesaible, as are things which-have been lost,
consumed or destroyed,"(Proulx 1978:14). -Nouns representative of such
maccesslble objeqts take a special suffix -o' =0'q which m;rks them ss absentative.
For example, :ompare the tollowmg examplé given by Proulx(1978:14)1; nenagaq

— Muliso'q *I knew the laste Maurice® and nenag Mulis *I know Maurice*. The .
form Muliso’q *Maurice® is marked by the Qulfxx_ﬂ a3 being an abséntqlivu )
form ie. Maurice is dead and thus inaccessible. The 'TA/ verl; nenagaq-*l knew
him™ sgrees w‘izh the abg;_pln@ive noun. The verb ends in the absentative marker

+aq, which is added¥like the similar plural agreement) after the normal inflection.

1.1.2 Verbs

Algonkian v‘erbs may be either transitive or i itive. itive verbs -
disti.ng!!ish between those verbs which refer to an animate subject and th;)se
which refer to an inanimate subject. Intransitive verbs which refer to animate
subjects are ciuséd as adimate intransitive (AI) veri)s, such .as Micmz;c‘

kesikawa'sit *S/he moves fast*. Intransitive verbs referring to inanimate subjects

“1Proulx uses an x to represent a uvalat voiceless stop which, in the Francis/Smith anbography
used in this thesis | (uv section 1.6.2), Is represented by a g. Consequently, x Is renlued by g'ln
Proulx's Micmac examples. - So too Prnnlx'- length mark ; is nplu:d by ..
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are_classed as inanimate intrn.nsitﬁ(ﬁ) verls such as Micmac kesikawa'sik It

!
moves fast®. o
. . . 5 e
The transitive verbs may be either transitive animate (TA) or transitive M

\ insnimate (TT). TA verbs are transitive verbs whose objects ara animate, e.g.
‘Mlcmu natqapilk *I pull him/hér from the ‘waler by 1ope”, while TT verbs are
transitive verbs whose ogjech are inanimate, e.g. Micmac natgagll *1 pull n
-« ) from the water- f)y rope®. :
Bloomfie eld (1946:95) also recognizes two other verb. types; the pseudo
lrunsmvu (PT). verbs and the yseudu intransitive .(PI) verbs. The pseudo

transitivé verbs are verb: whose meanings appear to he transmve, as in Micmac

e Lol

y-is

+  PT mesqana'toq *S/he lays or pnu down ( . ‘l[ll ‘whose 1t

The pseudo intransiti ve;l;s are just the opposite. They are verbs.

> & whose mcrphology is that of a TI vex;b but whose meaning uppém, to be

i intransitive; I.Hancmnc PI pem: g 'S/hesvnms ‘along*.

The ml'lectmnal endings of PI verbs in the third person smgulnr present

indicative are nmblguous. The third pefson present indicative inflectional ending *
-qof s\leh verbs as PI pema’q could be\slnterpreked as the third pelson singular
lnﬂectmml endmg <k of an AI verb where k= q/a_\ . It is not. unul one .exummu
"’) the first’ lnd second person singular forms pem: m I swin along® and pemn mn
*u(s‘) wnn along® thny one sees that the morphology of a PI verbs such as<PI

‘QLJ 'S}h‘e swims along® is, indeéd, that of a Tl verb.- - i
\ :




-

E o
‘The other Al;gl\:kim woyd type besides noun and verb is called pnrticlg.’

Pronouns, in Algonkihn languages, sre like particles in that they are not inflected;

_ consequently, Bloomfield includes pronouns within the category of nparticle

' (Bloomfield 1946/48). Below are some examples of Micmao particles.

e

you®

*this®

*that® -

*in front*

“and® 8 7 .
*below deck* «

*immediately *s:

*dirty® -

EEEELTE RS

In Algonkian languages words, regardless of whether they are nouns, verbs

or particles, are formed from g‘vniety of meaningful word parts, or lexemes,

_ lexemes being the minimal units of lexical meaning. Lexical meaning is "the

memi&;g of a morpheme considered apart from the médiﬁcntionsfhﬁmmmcal

inflection, syntactic position, etc.® (Avis 1673:779). To be used in & word such a

léiemg must be icalized, thereby b il a [c '_ and being .

allocated a position in the word.
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Micmac word formatives may ‘be divided into five categories which, traditionally

in Algonkian st}\dig, have been lab’elled preverb (PV), root (R), medial (M), final

(F) and inflection (I) following Bl

1d (1946:103,104). Finals are further

dittded into'verb finals (VF), nous finals (NF) and particle finals (PF).

The root romlqtive is the base of the Algonkian word. It is the formative* to

which preverbs, medials, finals and inflectional. endings ﬁe added, either directly

o indirectly. words

Nlenm - alg - i
R L] /3
oppoeite hole

direction
o) K
TAtem - a1 - ik !
R VF I
5 P
eut off
XP 2pp
o
again

*I break him/her in two.*

‘The formatives which add aspectual or other information to the roots to ~

which they attacirare the preverbs. Preverbs are optional formatives, ending in

<i; which prefix to roots. Exaxgblu of Micmac words c_onmning preverbs are:

TA uog})mi - ksm - a'l" - ik *I push him/her across.”
T4 )

across push -

Tipeji_ - nuk - . s - m
PV &R TV TI/th
T

acotdently &oft out

*I slice it up accidentally.*




Mwesami - ksk - ¢ - k *ltis too wide.® -
PV I3 VF T
Ir
eacess wide

Medialsfare~optional formatives which usually have a nominal 3ense. When
present thdy are positioned between the root of a word and its final, hence the

name medial. Medials occur in nouns, verbs and particles. Examples of Micmac

words cont;ining_medinlé are:

NImem - kw - an *temple of head*
R M NF
bare ° head ~
Mmeku - apag- - te - k *withred streaks®
R M VF T
= Ir
red . streaked place
XPamal - amk - uk - *where there are many varieties
Geative of sand®
variegated sand 92

\

Finals oécur before the inflection in both nouns aad verbs. Verb finals will
always pr?cede either the verbal inflections, or, in the case of recycling, another
verb final. Often in nouns there is no inflectional ending, in which case the noun

. ﬁ;ml, if there is one, occurs Word-fiRally. Noun finals may also oc’cur in particles.
Below are examples of Micmac words which contain noun and verb finals.

/




NOUN FINALS

NI walgw - an
. R NF
Gon.aalls N
NI tigmu - api
- R " NF
moose string

XP kekw - ei
on top of

~ VERBFINALS

Opit - oq - t& - k
R

M " VP I
I
long horizontal place
position
¥
S :

TAal - am - k
R VF I
T4
about Look/

sge

*rainbow®

*moose thong*

hY ¢

*upstairs® "a

*S/he has a large nose*

*It sits underneath® .

*I look around for him/her®

Both verbs and nouns oceur in minimsl form: theﬁiiperazive singular of the

vermormally the simple stem, without inflection;” and the noun singular is qh\e

uninfleéted form of the noun stem. The inflections, when present, are suffixed: *

¥

e




14" .
s 3
TApem - apil - .k *Icarry him/her along by hand® - -
R 7 er 1 : A .
. i ) 7
along sn-tng o~ ) -

with inflectional ending -k mdlcxnng ﬁnt persan singular of the present indicative

s . -
NI gatalutl *tables® ' -
I SN "
plural

with inflectional ending o indicating nominal inafimate plural. In verbs,
inflectional endings are mafkers of number, person, tense snd verbal order (such
as indicative, conjunct, etc). In nour$, inflectional endings are markers of

numi)er,'gender and obviatjon.

1.3 Alg " word \dc.' 1)

In his 1946 sketch *Algonquian® .and in his 1962 Menomini_Grammar .

" Bloomfield presents an outline of Algonkian word formation as follows. In word

f i speciﬁgnlly di | as opposed to compounding, formatives are

s
add¢d to roots resulting in primary derivation or to stems resulting in secondary

i ( ion (Bl fiold :103) The i di " of stems are roots

or extended roots, medxsls wluch are opuonal and finals (Wolfart 1973:63). For

instatfee the Mictnac word . 8 . -
TA gém -_-a'l - ik *Icarry him/her along*
3 VENT : Lo
. . TA "
along P Z

° . = -«
Jds an example of primary derivation. It contains the root pem- "along® followed

'

R

\
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pes . . "y 15
o . ,
by the TA verb fidal a'l- followed by the first person singular inflectional ending
-k of the present indicative. In the Al verb
*S/he is a pallbearer® *

mdef int te
object

a stem consisting of the root pem- *along® and the TI verb final a't- is further

, d in. °secondary derivation by the Al verb final -eke meaning *indefinite
object® and the lthird per;)n singuiu inflectional ending -t of the intransitive
indicative. *"Secondary derivation 'gi:ows the same ternary structure as primary
fo;'msiion;' a stem (rather thin a root) is followed optionally by a medial and *
-obligatorily by a final* (Wolfart 1073:83). . '

Roou, medials aid finals may exhibit allomorphic variation (Wolfart
s 1973: 53) " The nllomorphs of these l‘ormntxves “often contam postndxcsl

remedla] postmeﬂnl and prefinal accrehons .

B Some medials nnﬂ l"nnls are denved fmm other formatives. Such derived

!nnnatxvcs are refﬂred by Bloomfield (1946:104) as deverbal. For example the

* miedial -itn- *nostril* in

Almag - itn - a - t *S/he haslarge nostrils®
R ¥ oW r o =
- g . ‘- A N

large  nostril \

} deriv‘eﬂ from the dependent noun p-itn *my nostril(s)*. The TA/TI verb final

wui'ts  "name® asin . .
\

TAtdl - uit - ik *I call him/Eer by such a name*




is likewise derived from the root ewi't- meaning "to name*..

1.4 Objectives

The main objective of this thesis is to give an overview of the fundamentals
of modern Micmac word formation. Its l‘ocu; is on derivational morphology, both
primary and secondary. The specific goals of the study are threefold. First we
shall seek to identify as many of the Micmac lexemes as possible and to assign
them to a I‘ormali’v‘e category be it pl:eVe!b root, medial f)r final.* Second, we
shall examine the ways in which these lormntwes pattern ﬂiem:elvu within

3

Micmac words and we shall ize this information into a set of

Micmae word formntive strategies. Lastly, we shall invutigt‘u the role played by .
each of the four formative ent:gorin nder discussion - root, preverb, medial ;ngl
final and we shall attempt to draw some tentative conclusions as to their
functions. s

Chapter Two examines the form and function of the Micmac root. The
Micmac root is thev base of the Micmac. word and therefore its nature must be
fully understood before the role of the other formatives can be made clenr

Chapter Three discusses preverbs. It explains the correspondence betwcen
rool.s‘ and preverbs and the role which .pre\:erbs play in adding aspectual

information to the words in which they oceur.
Medials and noun finals are described in- Chapter Four.  The pos'ision ‘and




r
function of medials within Micmu words s ducmed as well as the
correspondence of medials with noun finals and possessed stems.
thpter Five deals with the tr(mitivu and -intransitive verb finals. It
describes the recyling of verb finals and discusses their role in indicating -the
. nature of the Lispsitivity of the verb. :
Chapter Six explains the data presented by the appendices and gives a

summary of Micmac word formative strategies.

A large part of the thedis is d of di The appendices are a

summary of all the ives which were i the course of this

study. The purpose of including the appepdices is to' give substantial

documentation to the. conclysis iy concerning the Iorm_ and function of the

\four Micmac fofmatives éxamined: preverb, root, medial, and final.

1.6 DATA

// 7Wreliminuy research for this thesis was bised on the Mi¢mac Lexicon

published by DeBlois nnd Metallic in 1984. Approximately yo .of the 5000

words i the lexicon were divided into thelr consmuent parts, followu!g the

analyfis of Algonkian word formation g'lven in Bloemﬁeld 1946 dnd outl.med m
sections 1.1 _throuL 33 above. Extensive help during the prel.\mmuy stages of
ésearch w.us peritid‘ by Mr. Howird Jeddore of Eskasoni, Cape Breton. Mr.
“Jeddore helped to confitm the boundaries of formatives within the words sad 1
. assign fngminp/po the ;grhmiormtivg identified.

v .
~




¥ B ] ¥ ..
Field work was déne in Cape Breton, Nova Scotia m\Qrify the c“oncl\u_iol;s
drawn from the preliminary work. Besides Mr. quu-d Jeddore, save;&l other
/ L4 native’Micmac speakers gave their time to help with the-sludy. They include Mr.
" Bernie Francis, formerly from Membertou, Mr. Peter Marshall aod Mrs. Nancy
Sylliboy of Eskasoni and Mrs. Barbars MacDonald (nee Syliihoy), formerly fn;m
Eskasoni. Howard Jeddore, >Bernie Francis and Barbara MacDonald are between
35 and 45 years of ng;. ‘while Peter Marshall and Nancy Sylliboy are between 50 il
) ’ . and 85 yeats of age. " . 14
After the fox{tive bcum’iuia had been "mxrk.ed, the dnt\l was sorted and

abul d on 2 VAX ; The results of this work are the four &

appendices l‘ound ‘at the baek of the thuu

” Six verb types are mclnded in the study; Al II, TA: TI, PT, and PI As ~

well as the normal intransifive types (Al 1) and the normal transitive types of
verb (TA, TI) there are the two pseudo type, verbs whose morphology belies their

f function? pseudo transitive (PT) verbs and the pseudo‘intransitive (PI) verbs. The X
¢ S

verbs marked by PT have i iti hol but iti i such

. as PT mena'ga’toq 'S/he takes (lt) out, o! position (like a gear-stick)®. The verbs
markeds by \PI, such as PI welmau na'q *"S/he is well dressed' have the
morphology of T1 verbs, but meanings which are intransitive.

As usl ioned st the beginning of section 1.5 most of-the words in

this study ‘were faken from the DeBlois and Metallic Micmac Le;icon. In this

£ s = ‘publicadon DeBlois and Meullic mark verbs such as wehn'iu'nag *S/he dresses

well* as AI: This is understandable, as the meaning of such verbs is ‘mtransi!i,ve.

However, for the purpoQ of this study, ‘verbs such as welia'su'na’q are marked as ~
i . .
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PI; pseudo intransitive, for though such verbs are intransitive in meaning the

inflectional endings of such verbs are-those of a 'ﬂ'ﬂvarb. 3 <

That verbs such as welia'su’ nag are transitive and not intransitive is

supported by the fact that in the Micmac Lexicon such verbs are listed in both
their first person and third petson mgul:r forms. For example the lexicon entry
for *well dressed® is as follows: Al weli-asunaq (weli-uunm (DeBlois 'nnd
Meh‘llit’: 1984:151). ﬁu nature of the first an®second person inflectional qndi;np
of the verb shows the limrpﬁolod of the word to be that of a TI verb. "If the verb
were Al, the first person singular wogid end in ;_l, =y, :lor:n.

In the Micmac Lexicon some verbs marked as TI end in -m, e.g. TI

alaulatm (i) l;nrry (it) around on the'back® (DeBlois and Metallic 1984:3) and

other.verbs marked as TI end in i, eg. TI jlglllﬁ *(I) do (it) quickly® (be?loh

: dl
-and Metallic 1984:55). The true TI verbs are tlwu which end in the TI theme

sign ‘ﬂ (see section 5.2). - Those verbs whch end in the first person singular

1 ending -u ,,' d itive; verbs l‘rom th Micmace

Lexicon which were marked as TI but which end in -u bave been marked in this

study as PT. All PT verbs in this stlld.y_!nve also been given in the third person

“singular form, and not the first person ‘singular form as found in ihe Micm;c

Lexicon. This is done to ensure that the PT verbs correspond in pelson and

nul‘)ber with the PI'verbs. - - 2 -

\—'Within thn nppenqiea ‘md’lext, all intx:mitive verbs, boih AL and 11, and

the two pseudo verb types, the Pl,a.nd PT, dre given in the the present indicnti‘va

third person singular. All transitive verbs, TA and'TI, are given in the present
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All non-dependent nouns in the xtnidy are classed as either animate or

Animate d de nouns are marked NA, as in NA tin‘\m .
moose®, while inanimate non-dependent nou‘n! are marked NI, as in NI tmi'kn

“axe". Dependent nouns are marked D, as in pilnu *my tongue®. Ti:e gender of

depencient nouns was not always known; thus dependent nouns are not labelled as
to génd:r as are non:dep_endent nouns.

Particles, such as ke'kwei "upstairs® are marked XP while pronouns such as
ni'n "I* ;re considered particles and' also marked XP.

Within the text ami appendices, words are given with their distinct
rorma.tiv? separated by hyphens, for example: 1 pemi-mg-apsk-e-k "It becom‘u
targe and round®. ‘The word type (A, NI, TA, XP, etc.) is given before the word.
"I“he formative categories of the specific formatives are often, but not alwys,

given below the formutive. along with the meaning of the formative. . For

example:
Hpemi - mq - apsk - e - k “become large and round®.
PV R M 3 F .
Ir -

along large round

_The abbreviations that are used for the various formalive categories when.
labelling word parts are as follows: preverb (P), root.(R),,medial (M) noun final

(NF), verb final l article final (PF) and inflection (I). The TI theme -m of

8 ) TI verbs has been lxbellet{ TI/th as in
. TI elukw - at - m- *Irepair or fix it N
' R VT II/th '
. I
work

‘

The focus of this study is on word jon and .not on' i

5,
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morphology which looks at the various forms of any one word: What s of
\ interest is hc;w the word formatives (preverb, root, medial and fllial) function in
the structuring of Micqu words. Consequently, the inflectional endings of words
have been marked solely to indicate their position in terms of the overall inv.enml.

structure of ,Micmm.words and no attempt has been made to discuss their form or

function. — —

1.8 Orthography " \l\

1.6.1 Micmac sound system
H

o K N

The overall design of any orthography. must take \nto conslderanan the

4
phonology of the lmgusge it was developed to rep Before describing the

Micmiac - orthography \ued in this study, a bnef analysis will ‘be mad® of the

phonological system of Micmm which can be repraented as follows:

CONSONANTS
) obstruents . Ptk kwqaqw-ts :
\\ sodfgants a I'mao & . ¥
VOWELS, ~ ’ ; ) ) . F <
short - ‘ i eao x; s
! long s 8% i e a o.‘ u v

In Mlcmuc, obstruents occur.naturally as unvoiced phonemu and -normally

b:come voiced xllophomcu.lly ‘when between Vweh (Hewson 1980:115, Fidelholtz

1015.&88)‘ The first and second word of each set of examples below show - -_ N
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unvoiced obstruents in initial of final postion and/or in consonant clusters. The

third word of each set shows the obstruents occurring voiced intervocalically.

/o] .

emiet [pemiyet]

apji apd

sipu sibu]

151 y

sisi| sizip] -

gapskw qapskw]

nuset nuzet]
[sibit]
n?tanka.law]
ekwidamet]
emqugnféi.t’]
€ip&i.
mijizit|
keluzit]
keskuk]
iga.t]
trpogta.w] .
e‘l‘l‘aq_]
2aGam] -

.

*S/he walks*
*always®
“river®

*water fowl*
*waterfall*
*She breast-feeds®

+5/b¢ stretches or yawns. -
*calf*
*S/he fishes*

;é oon*
*little bird*
*S/he eats* -

"speak*
*Itis heavy®
*arrive®

L
“log®
*It goes"
*snowshoe*

The Micmac sonorants ], m and n normally become syllabic after obstruents.

Consequently, if the obstruent which precedes the sonorant is itself preceded by a
< ¢

vowel,.then the obstruent becomes voiced, as it is oy in an intervocalic position

between two syliabie elements. For example, the final n f'hgitn [n?pidn] *my

) -
" "hand* becomes syllabic.when it follows the obstruent £.

\ S
a consequence of the

1 becoming syllabic, the obstruent ¢ becomes phonetically [d] as it is intervocalic

between [i] and []. For further examples of sohorants which become syllabic

after obstruents see below. ¥
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