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ABSTRACT

Much scholarly work has centred around community in New foundland and Labrador.
However, comparatively little work has focused on meanings of community. This thesis
compares meanings of community in everyday life for people living in a Southern Shore
community on Newfoundlands Avalon Peninsula. with the meanings found in scholarly
literature and in produced in with The Atlantic Gmundnsh
Strategy (TAGS). TAGS was a federal adj 10! ing to the on
groundfish fishing in Atlantic Canzda in the 1990s. [ draw on Dorothy Smith’s feminist theory,
which starts from “lived exp:nence as well as the snclueconnmlc context of that lived
experience as an entry point to inating the i nature of and their links to
ruling relations. Smith’s discussions of ideology and ruling relations are central to my gender-
informed and mediated framework. [ explore the contrast between meanings of community in
TAGS documents and expert texts looking for lines of fault between these texts and meanings of
community in everyday life in a fishing community in Newfoundland.

1 use as well Smith’s notions of resilience and emergent consciousness to demonstrate
that the historic oppressive practices of the ruling group are re-mobilized in TAGS. reflecting
society’s patriarchal and capitalist ideology generally. and government ideology more
specifically. [ show the insight of ordinary social actors into the conditions of their existence. My
argument is that these concepts are integrally related to community research and policy
development.

The research shows that the ings of ity in one ity is partly
organized by history. geography and gendcr. and by religious. economlc and polmca] reglmes
This thesis concludes by exploring the of these i for

research and policy development.
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PART L



CHAPTER ONE

Unravelling Meanings of Community

1.0 Introduction

D uring an interview for this project. one man described his experience of
community life since the closure of Newfoundland’s northern cod fishery in 1992 as
“living on the other side of nowhere.” A woman likened her experience to “being lost™
Don't know where you are from one day to the next.” These descriptions conveyed a
sense of loss and uncertainty about the future of their community that pervaded the
interviews I conducted for this thesis - thus my reason for choosing the title.

Community is seen here as socially This permits ion of

meanings. symbols. ways of being and knowing and allows for examination of

differences. This thesis is about the social of of ity. It

looks at their origins and how the meanings interact with each other to shape people’s

experiences within and ions of their ities. The concept " ity” is

employed in everyday life, in the media. in academic work. in government documents

and elsewhere. However, little research has focused on the social construction of

of ity and the between those ings and the experience
of community members (Wharf and McKenzie. 1998). This thesis unravels multiple
meanings of community used in the 1990s by research participants from a single.

Newfoundland community (known in this thesis as Comorra). This community was
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chosen primarily because of its proximity to St. John's and because it is dependent on the
inshore fishery. As well. [ had previous contact with people from the community and they
were interested in becoming involved in my research. This allowed for intimate
exploration of how the sudden closure of a key industry, the northern cod fishery. upon
which Comorra had depended for centuries. influenced research participants” sense of
that community in the years following the closure. It juxtaposes their meanings of

community with those which are explicit or implicit in academic community research and

in i with programs i in response to the
northern cod crisis. Thus. in this thesis I (a) explore the meanings of community and the
context that informed those meanings among research participants trom Comorra; (b)

compare and contrast the centrality of community and its multiple meanings for research

participants, with its virtual absence from related to g
programs introduced in response to the northern cod crisis: and (c) explore the

implications of this research for future ity research and

initiatives.

Fishing families in Comorra have a shared sense of community. but as would be
expected with creative social actors with different life stories. their meanings of
community also diverge somewhat. A central element of their shared meaning of
community is a sense of history, and a key part of that history is a shared sense of past

and present oppression. The construction of fishery people and their lives in the

with the federal j program differs from their



own constructions particularly as these relate to meanings of community. From the
standpoints of fishery people these documents display a distinct ideology character.
Local people were aware of the ideological character of these texts and policies and saw
in them the continuation of the oppression which had always shaped their community.

Their shared i of’ ity also i to what

sociologist Dorothy E. Smith (1987) refers to as “ruling groups™ and included knowledge
of ruling groups and their practices from the beginning of settlement. They described
such “key ruling groups’ as the English and the Protestant Churches in the distant past.
the Catholic Church and the merchant class in the recent past, and fish processing
companies and the federal and provincial governments since World War II. In this
research, the federal govemnment emerged as the key ruling group for participants in
relation to the northern cod crisis.

Consistent with Smith’s line of fault argument (1987: 49-60). my research begins
with the lives of local people and their experiences of being told one thing but knowing
another based on personal experience. The knowledge of local people situates them on

one side of a line of fault ing them from the y neutral

domain of a government where knowledge of the world is created with a view to
administering it. Local people understand this line of fault and its implications for their
daily life. As this thesis demonstrates. the management of the fisheries crisis was
informed by an ideology about the fishery that treated it as the domain of individuals

separate from community and family life. This ideology allowed government to design



programs for individuals rather than families and communities. The problems with this
approach are clear to people from their experience. This gulf between policy and

to the ion of a line of fault between what people know

based on their everyday experiences and the policies. Smith (1990) says that for a line of
fault to occur, people must be aware of its existence. My intent is to unravel people’s
lives to see how they are ordered to support interests other than their own. [ also explore

their awareness of such ordering.

1.1 Context: The Fisheries Crisis
For nearly two centuries. the fishery has been the lifeblood for hundreds of coastal
settlements in Newfoundland. The recent decline and failure of the fish stocks has

brought an economic and social crisis to many of these settlements.

Ne ’s fishing had been experiencing a crisis in the fishing
industry for some time before the decline of the northern cod stocks. The federal
government recognized the decline in groundfish stocks as early as the seventies (Canada.
1976). In the early 1980s. the Kirby Task Force on the Atlantic Fishery suggested that
reducing the numbers of people involved in the industry would solve the problem of the
fishery (Kirby. 1983). However. scholars such as Sinclair (1982) identified other
contributing causes of the decline including the larger allocation of northern cod to the
offshore fleet and the advancement of trawler technology. In spite of increased fishing,

the total northern cod catch remained essentially static through most of the 1980s (Harris.
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1990). Finlayson states that fishers began to suspect that the DFO cod stock numbers
“were considerably less than accurate™ (1994: 9). In his Review of the Northern Cod
Stocks. Harris (1990) declared that the cod stocks were in serious decline throughout the
1980s and recommended a considerable decrease in the Total Allowable Catch (TAC) for
northern cod (1990). The crisis intensified due to continued over fishing. In 1992. a
moratorium on fishing for northern cod was finally imposed along the Northeast coast of
Newfoundland and Southern Labrador. In August 1993 other moratoria were declared on
the south coast of Newfoundland and in Nova Scotia. followed by still more groundfish
closures in 1994. These moratoria were an economic disaster for entire regions where
groundfish was the economic mainstay of coastal communities.

The first government response to the moratorium. the Northern Cod Adjustment

and Rehabilitation Program (CARP). i d in 1992 was a iered

program with higher funding for those who chose training outside the fishing industry.
CARP also provided an Income Replacement Program for those who depended on the
northern cod fishery. By August 1993, it was clear that the northern cod fishery would
not reopen in the near future. CARP was terminated in May 1994 and replaced with The
Atlantic Ground Fish Strategy (TAGS). TAGS was a labor market adjustment program
for individuals experiencing economic distress from the fisheries crisis. The main purpose
of TAGS was to encourage recipients to find careers outside the fisheries. Recipients
were required to develop a career plan o retire. TAGS also included an income

adjustment program which originally required some recipients to work for benefits.



Discussion of its termination was ongoing in the media throughout the late 1990s
(although TAGS had been originally scheduled to continue until 1999). The details of
TAGS are discussed further in Chapter Seven.

The community of Comorra has been severely affected. as were hundreds of
others, by the fisheries crisis and the above policies. Comorra’s population of nearly
1,000 is almost all of [rish Catholic ancestry and has been sustained for generations by
the inshore fishery. Govemnment services are located in nearby service centres. There are
two general stores and a video shop. It is located on Newfoundland’s Avalon Peninsula.
[ interviewed thirty individuals in Comorra and participated in many community
gatherings as well as everyday community life. Fifteen women and fifteen men of varying
ages. income levels, and marital status. participated in the study. Three people. two
females and a male. agreed to be interviewed in greater depth. providing profiles of

experience which are discussed in detail in Chapter Ten.

1.2 Theory and Methodology

I employ Smith’s (1990) theory of meaning to explore the origins of meanings of

from those ings and ions related to changes in the
meanings of ity. Smith’s soci y of ge makes it ly possible
to juxtapose the objective of the soci ic and politi
regime with the locally ized. reflexive of indivi in the everyday

world. [ will look at the i ions of this ition for ity research and




policy development. As well, I will examine the meanings assigned to community in the

lived experience of ity members. [n parti Lintend to explore, from a

feminist perspective. the dimensions of power and gender as they relate to these
meanings.

My research is guided by a number of theorists including Anthony Cohen (1982)
and Patricia Collins (1990). They present the idea of community as relational. since it
implies opposition of the group to others. This definition of community is political. in
that it emphasizes the togetherness of members and the expression of difference from
others. This separation from other groups denotes the boundary of community as the
place where the community ends and others begin. Cohen says boundary is where the
members of the community fix the line of belonging (1985: 12). Marianne Gullestad's
(1992: 50) exploration of the “new everyday.” and Sally Cole’s (1988. 1991) call for the
integration of gender awareness with symbolic and materialist approaches to research also
informed my work.

In keeping with a framework largely based on Smith. and with my own

convictions as a feminist. [ adopt a qualitative and partici which is

reflexive. Based on the interviews with the people of Comorra. I identify a number of
themes which are described and discussed at length later in this thesis.
The meanings of community experienced in everyday life by the research

participants in this study are revealed to have been. at least in part, organized over time

by religious. ic. political and ini: ive regimes. I use Smith’s analysis of



language to the “objective” of within several of these

regimes with the locally-organized. reflexive knowledge of individuals who say they are
experiencing community in everyday life (Smith. 1990: 23-24).

My approach, therefore, relies on Smith's critique of ideology and objectivity.
She treats ideology as a form of social organization. dependent on “objective™ texts that
are organized to impose textually mediated. conceptual practices on a local setting in the
interest of ruling it. Smith argues that this social organization of knowledge produces the
epistemological line of fault between the “objective” knowledge of the regime and the

reflexive. everyday knowledge of people (Smith. 1990:43-45).

1.3 A Reflexive Beginning

Feminist research often demands reflexivity and transparency because it is a
political struggle with objectives of emancipation and social justice (Clough. 1992). Asa
feminist researcher. [ seek to open influential aspects of my research approach
(motivations, assumptions. concepts and methodologies) to scrutiny.

Unravelling was one of my favorite winter pastimes when [ was a child growing
up on the Southwest coast of Newfoundland. When a sweater became too worn. my
grandmother would give it to me to unravel so that she could re-knit the wool into socks
or mitts. Unravelling looks easy but in fact requires attention and skill. Finding the right
strand of wool to begin the unravelling process took time; [ often started with a strand

only to find it ended abruptly, forcing me to begin all over again. Unravelling also
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becomes more complex as you go along. Starting out with one strand and forming it into
a neat ball was manageable, but when I came to the patterns in the sweater where the
knitter had integrated several different coloured strands it became more challenging. [
then had to work with each strand separately. shaping it into its own ball. Unravelling
several balls at once. and maintaining the neatness and tightness of each were challenges
similar to those which confront me now as [ attempt to identify the various. hidden
meanings of community and the line or lines of fault berween them. At the outset. of this

thesis [ anticipated that [ would discover distinct meani

gs of community associated with
each group studied. However, [ found many colours: many different concepts of
community both within and between each of the three groups studied — the research
participants, federal government. and community sociologists.

Unravelling the concept “community™ has been a political struggle for me. as the
concept is laden with meaning and burdened by my experiences. While the term
community is often used to convey substance. solidarity and strength. the reality of
community is actually fleeting, insubstantial and slippery. Over twenty vears [ have
worked to understand community and unlock its mysteries. This thesis is a part of that
ongoing struggle.

My journey began in my community of origin on the South coast of
Newfoundland as I looked for ways to bring about social justice. [ grew up in a family
that had survived for generations by fishing. The meaning of community [ experienced

during my youth involved both a sense of belonging and a sense of not belonging, similar



to the sense of community described by Cohen (1982) (see Chapter Three). My father
conveyed to me a sense of being outside; of living in one place and having a sense of
belonging to another. He moved to our small community as a young man and experienced
a different sense of community than I did growing up there. My father talked about
himself as an outsider. My father's experience became more real to me when [ left my

home community to g0 to university. As a young woman [ believed [ was escaping

(as T i it) by physically leaving the place and people [ had
belonged to. [ was eager to escape a community controlled by a fish merchant. After
leaving. [ became aware of how much I belonged to the place [ had left behind. [
experienced a deep sense of loss. missing the place as well as the people.

I have since come to see that meanings of community are deeply personal for
other people as well. My work in participatory community research made me aware of the
complexities inherent in “community” generally (Taylor. 1995). As a social activist [

became conscious of gender issues associated with meanings of y in fishing

villages. My social justice concerns were strengthened as a result of these experiences. [
tried to make sense of these experiences and find tools for social change through
education and my work. With an undergraduate degree in political science [ was hired as
a research assistant by Memorial University’s Extension Service. A smorgasbord of
opportunities were available to me through MUN's field staff and researchers. [ worked

with field workers in iti 3 and Labrador

my appreciation of meanings hidden and dormant in community situations. With these
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workers [ deciphered the lessons to be found in an encounter in a storeloft. an afternoon
chat over a cup of tea. a community meeting, a phone call. the criticisms of others. [ was
constantly asked by the field workers: what does this mean to this person, that person.
this family. this community. to yourself? [ was also challenged to interpret the messages

in texts written by community members. field workers and government. What were the

hidden meanings? Who would benefit or lose? The struggle for justice. [ learned early.
required being open to the flow of discussion and diversity of meanings in daily life.
I went back to school again seeking to become more effective as a social activist.

There I became aware of my own i i ion and domil My

involved yzing the ings of ics and emotions in my own life.
My training as a feminist therapist in a graduate social work program taught me that my
interpretation of interviews and texts was limited by what [ was willing to hear and that
only by recognizing and working through my own issues of internalized oppression.
shame and responsibility could I address these issues in the lives of others. Initially. asa
feminist therapist. [ worked most often with women who had been abused. but also at
times with their abusers. Over time, I came to see that many of the issues we were

discussing in therapy led me back to broader issues. and. in particular. back to the

processes through which people i v and i y create their

As a result of my Ph.D. studies and twenty years of working with people struggling to

create community in their lives, [ see community as a vital social process that is often

y, complex and imes painful. [ question my role as researcher and how



I may be reproducing dominant ways of thinking about meanings of community instead

of broadening discourses to include the many meanings of community experienced by
people. [ realize that my need to understand the struggles and strengths in the experience
of community also reflect my need to understand myself.

[ now return to the unravelling analogy I used earlier. The process of exploring
the lines of fault in meanings of community is similar to that of unravelling three woollen
tapestries: the various colours and types of yarn are akin to the different perceptions. from
the different standpoints of the three groups on which [ base my study. On one side of the
line of fault are two complex and neutral (as opposed to lived experience) meanings of

community making two separate :(a) of ity inherent in a

federal adjustment program (TAGS): (b) the objective knowledge of community as

defined and identified in sociological literature. On the other side of the line of fault is the

tapestry of retlexive and locally holding the ings of
community of people living it in everyday life. In this thesis. this third tapestry is made
up of the interwoven voices of thirty participants in Comorra.

The methodology used in the analysis of those tapestries was developed by Smith

(1990. 1983) and was based on the following premises. Smith’s methodology is

anchored in women's lived experiences including their socioeconomic contexts. Lived

experience is an entry point for iy ifying the i ical frames of’ and their
links to ruling relations. Smith argues that lived experience must be analyzed and

interpreted to uncover how it is socially organized and the conditions which produced it



(Smith. 1990. 1983).

xperience.” says Bannerji. “is the originating point of

knowledge. an interpretation. a relational sense making. which incorporates social

meaning where but in ourselves and lives can we begin our explanatory and analytical

activities” (1995: 86-88). The analysis of lived experience begins where people are
sacially located and explores how their worlds come into being. Thus, my inquiry begins

in the actual lives of local people and moves out to the forces which shape their

and consci This participatory approach required involvement in

community events and activities over a two-year period as well as in-depth interviews
with thirty individuals from Comorra who expressed an interest in participating in my

research. These activities cnabled me to develop the theoretical questions which shaped

the framework of my study.

1.4 Overview

This thesis is organized to introduce the reader to the methodological and
theoretical framework which sets the context for understanding the data and its analysis.
The thesis is divided into three parts. Part One (Chapters One. Two and Three) reviews
social science literature on community. develops the analytical framework of the thesis
and describes the methodology. Chapter Two reviews the academic literature on the
concept “community.” focusing particularly on research on Newfoundland communities.
Chapter Three outlines the gender-informed framework for this study. with particular

attention to the issues emerging from its feminist origins in Smith’s (1990) “sociology of



knowledge.” In this chapter. I also profile my research design and describe the data
collection and analysis procedures.

Part Two (Chapters Four. Five and Six) responds to Smith’s questions: “How
does it happen to us as it does? How is this world in which we act and suffer together put
together?” (Smith. 1987: 154). This leads to a discussion of the historical dimension that

informs research ici 3 ings of ity. Local people

provided this starting point in their explications of the evolution of their current meanings

of Their required that [ i i their history. Therefore.
Chapter Four contains accounts of research participants and scholarly histories of early
European settlement in Newfoundland. In Chapters Five and Six. the focus shifts to the
local and scholarly histories of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. [ examine the
practices and mechanisms of the Roman Catholic Church (Chapter Five) and the ruling
groups controlling the fishery in the past (Chapter Six), exploring their influence on
meanings of community today. Both local and scholarly histories map the persistent
hierarchy of social privilege in Newfoundland outlining historical and material conditions
contributing to current lines of fault in meanings of community.

Part Three (Chapters Seven. Eight and Nine) shows how current lines of fault

between i of ity life and policy are mediated by class and

gender. Chapter Seven sketches the events shaping the northern cod moratorium setting

the context for the textual analysis of TAGS documents and life under TAGS. This

chapter highlights the i capacity of to the hierarchy of
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social privileges into and through the crisis. despite challenges. Chapter Seven also shows

that TAGS is part of a regulated reorganization of fishing ities by

the ruling group. Smith’s method of textual analysis and her line of fault theory are

ployed to explore meanings of within TAGS with particular

attention to TAGS emphasis on individualism and patriarchal authority. Chapter Eight

details i of ity life. Three profiles of individual
of the ium explore v ideas of ity and the forces
affecting i Chapter Nine sy izes the the study has revealed in

literature (Chapters Two and Three), government policy (Chapter Seven). and lived
experience (Chapter Eight). [ conclude with the implications of this research for

community research and social policy.



theorists such as Cole (1991), Collins (1990) and Gullestad (1992). They provide key

clements in the definition of community that informs this work. They validate people as

meaning makers, the signi of lived exp in ity. seeing it as socially
constructed and dynamic. Finally, they avoid such dichotomies as rural-traditional!
urban-modern. work/ home and private/public. This is useful in a theoretical framework
for studying Newfoundland fishing communities where work and home. and public and
private overlap. [n the final section of this chapter [ outline the feminist theoretical
framework that informs my definition of community as well as my analysis.

The framework allows me to examine and contrast definitions (abstract theoretical
constructs) and meanings (implicit and explicit ways of thinking and being) related to the

concept “community™ in scholarly literature. government texts and daily life. In this

approach ity refers to ing to and with a social and geographic
context. My framework is guided primarily by Dorothy Smith's innovative sociology.
particularly her theories of “line of fault.” (1987.1990) “standpoints™ (Campbell and
Manicom, 1995) and “ideological frame™ (Smith. 1987.1990). I show that Smith's

sociology provides a to explore itions and of ity” —

how the concept “community” is spoken about and employed in daily life. government

texts and literature on ity. The allows for an i ig: of the link

between ideological frames of the concept ity” in it

related to TAGS and those in the daily life of research participants. /deological frame. as

used by Smith (1990) and as employed in this thesis. identifies ideologies as processes
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produced and constructed through human activity. Once in place. an ideological frame
renders invisible the process of its own production. claiming the results as ‘common
sense.” The framework for this research provides access to and validates the knowledge
and experience of local peaple. including the centrality of community to their sense of
themselves. It also allows elements (history. gender. generatiorvage. class. boundaries.

public and private spaces. ruling relations. diversity) of community to emerge.

2.1 Definitions of community

As the ing sections on i and theories of 'y
definitions of community have properties which provide ways of thinking about and
working with people’s lives. While I do not intend to explore exhaustively the many
definitions of community in the social science literature. ninety-four according to Hillery
(1955), it is useful to present a range and variety of definitions.

Much of the literature on community uses the term without definition. implying

neutrality and objectivity. and obscuring features such as gender. class and race (Walker.

1990). Early ions of i ized locality. Gi ic area and a

sense of place set the boundaries for common living and provided a basis for solidarity
(Hillery. 1955). Other characteristics were included in Harper and Dunham’s definition of

;= .. physical. g ical and territoriali which indicate a

certain uniqueness or separateness; and social or cultural homogeneity. consensus. self-

help, or other forms of iour and i i ips” (1959:

3).



Arensberg and Kimball (1965) this definition by distinguishing between four
types of ity: the rural ity; the “fringe” ity. the town and the
metropolis.

Early definitions such as Redfield’s (1947) for example, have also attributed 1o

community the characteristics of distinctiveness and self-sufficiency. along with shared

and ity. Warren's ition of ity. which is

often quoted in community literature. builds on Redfield's and emphasizes the
importance of community functions:

. .. that combination of social units and systems which perform the major
social functions having locality relevance. This is another way of saying
that by “community” we mean the organization of social activities to afford
people daily local access to these broad areas of activity which are
necessary in day to day living (Warren. 1963: 9).

For Warren, the “'social functions with i " are

social control. social participation and mutual
support. He goes on to say that “these functions are performed by a great variety of
institutional auspices.” making it difficult both to identify communities and to generalize

about them (1978: 9-13). Warren’s approach. which emphasizes the importance of

of i ips rather than indivi action. is still i ial in North
American sociological research. This approach looks for patterns and regularities in
community life. and studies qualities that make for the competent functioning of

community. It has been critiqued because of its definition of as




being characterized by consensus. social cohesion. solidarity as well as shared values.
beliefs and moral order (Frazer and Lacey. 1993).

Writing in the 1970s. Edwards and Jones further refined the definition to include
some degree of autonomy:

The term community refers in this textbook to such settlements as the

plantation, the farm village. the town and the city. What is common to all

of these and what is considered essential to the definition of community

used here is that in each case there is a grouping of people who reside in a

specific locality and who exercise some degree of local autonomy in

organizing their social life in such a way that they can. from that locality

base. satisfy the full range of their daily needs (Edwards and Jones.

1976: 12).

Wharf (1992) argues that Edwards and Jones may overestimate both the degree of local
autonomy in many communities, as well as the degree of commonality in communities.
Repo argued that definitions which have been limited to geography and common ties
~assume a classless society at the local level where people of all classes work toward a
common goal” (1971: 61). Warren (1980) argued that the notion of common ties did not
take into account divisions of class. race and gender within communities. His research
showed that neighbourhoods differed along a number of dimensions. including identity
and interaction. and did not necessarily share common ties.

More recently feminists contend that definitions of community as local space and
common ties are limited and overlook differences such as gender. Dominelli. for
example. points out that traditional definitions of community are based on the
assumption that, “community is a local space which is small enough for people to interact

with each other. These definitions have a further common characteristic. Until feminists



redressed the balance they ignored gender. This is strange for women have always been
present and active in the community™ (1989: 2).

Contemporary scholars question the value of treating communities as entities with
specifiable attributes (Wharf and Clague, 1997). Following the lead of Arensberg and
Kimball, some prefer instead to regard community as a process or system: “The
community should be viewed as a process involving social structure and cultural behavior

.. our own approach will start with the notion of community as a master system
encompassing social forms and cultural behavior in interdependent subsidiary systems
(institutions)™ (1965:2-3).

Social constructionists such as Ng, Walker and Muller (1990) suggest that the
“concept” community take account of the interconnection and diversity of everyday life.
They point out that community is a product of people’s activities and activities of ruling
also penetrate relations in community life. The community can no longer be equated with
“the good and benevolent sphere of social life” (Ng, Walker and Muller. 1990: 316).
They assume that communities reflect larger society which. in Canada. is patriarchal and

where resources and power are distri qually. In ities. ruling

arrangements are dominated by clusters of mostly male elites who rule in their own
interests. Consequently, Ng, Walker and Muller (1990), Frazer and Lacey (1993). Wharf
and Clague (1997) and others have argued that community cannot be employed in
research and analysis without being clearly defined. They contend that failure to provide
a definition is worrying since it allows slippage. Frazer and Lacey (1993) argue that this

slippage gives rise to difficulty in political analysis, for example, allowing the exclusion
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of women and others, ing i and ion, and itting ruling

arrangements to remain vague. Further, inadequate definitions or failure to provide

definitions lend support to the notion that “community™ is a solution to social problems.

Definitions of ities are i by theories which have dominated the

literature. [ discuss three of these theories to their ibution to

of community.

2.2 Theories of Community
2.2.1 Theory of Community Lost
The classical theory of community lost was developed by Tonnies in his formulation of

and haft (1887) and by Simmel’s (Wolff. 1950)

discussion of that formulation. Tonnies presents community (gemeinschaft) as a natural
state of affairs where people live all their lives in the same area in which they were born.
They carry on all their lifelong interactions (work. marriage. worship. play) with the same
people (Tonnies, 1963: 40). Tonnies argues that intimacy and social cohesion develop
through this multitude of social relations and familiarity with role patterns. In contrast. he
describes gesellschaft as

... the artificial construction of an aggregate of human beings which

superficially resembles the gemeinschaft in so far as individuals live and

dwell together peacefully. However, in the gemeinschaft they remain

essentially united in spite of all separating factors, whereas in gesellschaft

they are essentially separated in spite of all uniting factors (1963: 42).

Simmel (Wolff. 1950) equated i and with the di of

lity-urbanism and traditi ity. The di ies which emerged from



Simmel’s analysis include a moral critique of industrialized urban centres and urban
lifestyles. This theory promotes a nostalgia for rural communities of the past which are

believed to be harmonious and integrated, and the notion that urban lifestyles promote

and di y. These di ies were also found in the work of the
Chicago School, particularly the work of Redfield (1947), who developed an ideal-type of

folk society based on gemeinschaft and a model of urban society based on gesellschaft.

2.2.2 Folk Society Theory
Folk society theory developed from Redfield’s (1947) work which in turn evolved from
Wirth’s (1938) causal model of the determinants of gemeinschaft and a model of urban

society based on Isch Redfield’s i of haft included

organization around kinship ties. intimate face to face relations. minimal division of
labour, sense of loyalty and obligation. and shared values and behaviours. In contrast,
gesellschaft was identified by weak kinship ties. superficial relations. a high degree of
specialization. limited cohesion and readiness to change values (Redfield. 1947). These
models were challenged by Lewis (1949) who argued that Redfield’s model overlooked
diversity and differences within small rural communities. Despite Lewis’ arguments,
Redfield’s folk society model influenced community research in Canada until the 1960s
(i.e . Guindon. 1964; Rioux, 1964). The definitions of “strong,” “good,” “*healthy™ and
“competent” communities found in some literature from the seventies and eighties

emerged from Redfield’s work. Scholars such as Cottrell (1977). Warren (1978) and
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Adler (1982) developed models to measure the functioning of communities or the ability
of communities to be “strong™ or “good™ communities. Community strength is most
often seen as social vitality. economic viability and political efficacy (Bowles. 1981).
Social vitality refers to the process by which communities become mutually bonded in
reciprocal relationships. Economic viability refers to the ability of a community to create
and maintain its own locally initiated and controlled system of material production and
consumption. Political efficacy refers to the process by which a community creates and
maintains some commonly accepted basis of power mobilization and distribution

(Bowles, 1981). Social vitality and economic viability parallel the distinctions between

(socially ined inter-personal reciprocity networks) and gesellsch

y i i y contract i ips) (Blishen et al. 1979).

2.2.3 Social Constructionist Theory

Folk society theory relies on ini. ions of ity. Social

constructionist theory. in contrast, views community as a field of practice and its focus
is on the realm of meaning (Frazer and Lacey. 1993). Frazer and Lacey draw upon social

construction to analyze the themes of itarian d: which

collective as opposed to individual rights. This is essentially a philosophical debate

that is beyond the scope of this research which focusses on the social construction of
community in everyday life. Social construction as it is employed here begins with the
particular activities of people and explores how these practical activities are co-ordinated.

Feminist and other critical discourses in this school have argued that traditional
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of. ity tend to be in terms of binary oppositions such as
public/private and industrial society versus home and community (Frazer and Lacey,

1993). A social stance these di ies. The feminist

framework. methodology and interpretative approach that [ use in this research are
anchored in social construction and are based on three elements in Dorothy Smith’s
(1990) approach. First, lived experience is a rich source of knowledge about ideological

and social Second. social ion values and builds on everyday

experience. [t supports the notion that the personal is political and values the authority of
experience in knowledge production and social change. Third. it assumes that experience
must be analyzed and interpreted in order to uncover how it is socially organized and the
ideological and material conditions that produce it (Smith, 1990). [n section 2.4 of this
chapter. [ show that social construction provides the starting point for unravelling the

ways in which ings of ity contain i ictions and

resistance. I will now briefly explore Newfoundland literature, first looking at definitions
and then theories of community within it. in order to provide a background for my

framework.

Marilyn Sil (1985) sees N and Labrador as the site of some of
the most intense investigations of community to date. She refers to the extensive work
sponsored by the Institute of Social and Economic Research (ISER) at Memorial

University. Newfoundland may even be described as Canada’s “best documented society™



(Cohen, 1980: 215). A wealth of publi and i works make up a disti

Newfoundland and Labrador contribution to a growing archive of literature on
community. This thesis is informed by that literature and contributes. in particular. to the
emerging feminist literature on Newfoundland communities. In recent years. feminist

research contributed to capturing the ity of people’s experiences of

and challenged dominant forms of investigation into communities (McGrath. Neis and
Porter, 1995).

The major form of i igation into N ities was i

by the Norwegian tradition of social research ethnography with an emphasis on both

gemeinschaft and folk society. Within the early period of community research in

b i provided limited definitions of community

which enshrined i ions of ities and their people

(Philbrook. 1966; Firestone. 1967: Faris. 1972). Firestone's definition includes a “social
area” which is a “geographical area in which all inhabitants are all known to one another™
(1967: 31). He described Savage Cove, the community he studied. as egalitarian and
homogeneous. This is closely aligned with Tonnies’s image of gemeinschaft as well as
with Redfield’s (1947) ideal model of folk society. Iverson and Matthews (1968)

provided a i iption for the Ne ities they studied.

Communities were often presented as isolated villages bounded on all sides by water and

woods, or as natural communities (Philbrook. 1966; Iverson and Matthews. 1968). Faris

expanded on these hi itions of ity as “a system; but it



is a functioning system which is part of other systems, a historical past. and a broader
present without which it cannot be understood™ (1972: 3).
More recent ethnographies show varied responses to the problem of defining

community. Kennedy has criticized i for “fossilizing™

communities in an “ethnographic present” (1985: 34). However his concept of
community is not clearly defined. Others such as Robinson (1995) do not provide any

definitions of community.

Early research on fishing ities in y
an approach to communities as ideal folk societies which were in danger of being lost.
The dichotomies which emerge from early ethnographies imply a moral critique of
industrialized urban centres and urban lifestyles (Stiles, 1972: Nemec. 1972: Andersen
and Stiles. 1973). These dichotomies also influenced studies of fishing and fishing
communities (Stiles. 1972; Nemec, 1972; Andersen and Stiles. 1973) and echo a
Norwegian preoccupation with themes of “community lost™ (due to modernization) and
“revitalizing lost communities™ (Gullestad, 1992: 46). Monographs by Brox (1969, 1972)
and Wadel (1969) challenge *.. . the modernization approach that informed both

previous research and government policy in relation to rural Newfoundland” (Neis. 1992:

325).
The notion of ity lost has been i in literature
partly because of policies. Sociologists have argued against
policies which urban pment at the expense of rural

New 1993). i ists and ists have
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raised objections toward these policies of resettlement (Matthews, 1993: 2. Matthews

reports that . . . studies repeatedly showed that many of those who had resettled had no
intentions of moving only a few months prior to doing so. They were essentially
intimidated into moving by government reports that a large number of Newfoundland

communities “would have to go™™ (1993: 225). He adds that arguments “for and against

have waged in Ne for nearly a quarter century” (1993

reflects the traditi i of haft and I with

saciologists most often arguing against resettlement because they value the gemeinschaft

of fishing ities. This was by the belief
that “rural Newfoundlanders have different value systems than their urban counterparts™
(Matthews, 1976: 226). However. Parzival Copes’ (1972) arguments supported
gesellschaft by emphasizing that modern larger (both near and offshore) fishing vessels
were more cost-effective than the traditional smaller inshore vessels of the labour-
intensive inshore fishery. His work supported provincial and federal policies which

the ization and of fishing villages in Newfoundland.

Pocius” ethnography, like others (for example, Andersen and Stiles. 1973) in the
Norwegian tradition, approaches community as space (1991: 3). He looks at the space of
community membership and history, the space of production and the space of
consumption. His approach to community. while valuing local knowledge. continues to
reproduce the idea of homogeneity. For example, he reduces the discussion of gender to

the traditional naturalized dichotomy of male/public and female/private.
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