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" . and the unbelie_f in· that makes the reading. of his wdrk 

a aesthetic experience as .well, for th_erein 
. . .· . .. . . . . . 

tpe w1.th 1.ts accompany1.ng r1.chness anq. strength . . 
. . . . . . ' . . . . · . . \ 

'. ·The material foJ; that art, as I hav·e attempted to 

was deeply his 'own Christian environment and . 

backgr9und, a·s much a ·p_a.rt of him as heaths and fields . 

out of which.}1e -the •· world of his · novels ·and 
. '· 

poems .. 

It is fitting. that his .. public, alter.natel,y 

.... him' for some. termed his .atheistic I . . . . . ' .. 

a of enlightenment, 
/ 

.-

.... 
and praising.him as 

should the ashes 'of their. 
. 0 4 • 

.. 

"'· ' . 

'. 
man of letters in Abbey as· a .tribute to his'' 

• . I 

intellect.· It is even more ··fitting that, i'n a ·somewhat · 

and" grotesque gesture which proba:t;>ly woul_d have -

del.tghted h.:lm, heart. was .preserved ai_ld returne-d to .the. 
' . 

tittl.e· Chu;r::_chyard it' in t_he· .shadow. of 

l.' . -.. 

. ·. 
l the Church in ·which 'his a-ncestors. --. 

because during all liie;' 
I' 

·.that is Where his hap always been: He would . 
. . . 

· · ....... -::----······· ··-.11so 
' . 

• • • " r • • • 

., rest 

like to ·know that in nineteen s·eventy-two ther.e came to 
,. ... 

nex.t to. h:i,rn by· choice ."the ti'ay;..Lewis 
. ,. .. : . . 

. . · .,ho had written of 

. '. 

·.· 

.. :·· 

. 
,. 

. ' . . . \ 

We know, the mora'! ,courage without which a 
· mind. so sensitive 'as his have closed 

up against experience. in' .despair;· 'and the . . 
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,. integrity whith insist~d that •'
4
what seemed. tr.ue 

of life,. however terrible, shbuld not be . 
excluded.from art.27 · 

... 
I ., 

2'65 

.... . 

· The. ep'i taph on Day-Lewis's own simple. marke.r might• _ 
; • . J . 

speak ·as well for Thomas Hardy and his-questionings: . ~ . . ~ 
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Shall I 
Forever 
To whom 

, Ask· .the 
A-sk my 
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be - gone long?. 
and_a day. 
there bei:o.11g? 
stone t6 say .•. 
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