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Abstract

‘This thesis examines the collection of Chinese export porcelain excavated at

from 1600 to

Ferryland, which ised of 178

1760. This project seeks the great potential
porcelain to broaden the understanding of the life-ways of colonial North America
through the analysis of ware form and function. Analysis focuses on the decorative
themes of Chinese porcelain and discusses Chinese symbolism, as well as the
meaning of these exotic wares in the Western world. The rescarch has revealed a
strict control over the manufacture of porcelain which resulted in specific pattems
that can often be identified by archacologists. In addition, this thesis examines the
nature of the China trade to Newfoundland and the diverse networks involved in the
export of wares to Ferryland. The analysis of these materials reflects the profound

interaction taking place between China and the West, and the cultural manifestations

of this exchange in Wester society.
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Chapter One
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction

Ch port por is one of the most 17"

and 18"-century coloni

ites in North America. Porcelain was so important to the
‘Western market that before 1800 more than seventy million pieces traveled across the
world to meet the demand of the European consumers (Berg:2003:236). This number is
staggering, but between the Dutch, English, French, and other East India Copanies it is
probably a rather low estimate of the porcelain wares that actually reached the Western
‘marketplace. Starting with the first large scale importation of porcelain into Europe in
the 16" century, this ceramic helped shape the Western pottery industry. Through
competition and a back and forth imitation by both Europeans and Chinese ceramic
‘manufacturers, porcelain dramatically affected the designs and forms of many of the
traditional European wares.

Chinese porcelain in colonial contexts offers great insight into a number of aspects of
life in the 17" and 18" century including trade, status, and society in general. Of interest
are the elaborate trade networks that supplied porcelain to the remote outports of the
British Empire such as the 17" and 18®-century community at Ferryland,
Newfoundland. The documentation of these wares being shipped to Europe is fairly
complete. However, the route of this cargo from Europe to the American colonies
remains shrouded in the mists of the past. Ceramics are rarely listed with any regularity

or accuracy in shipping manifests and invoices, so for this segment of the porcelain trade



to the

forms of
trafficking to identify the most likely trade routes. There s no doubt that these wares
were present in the colonies from an early date, but the possible routes of exchange need
10 be examined in order to get a better picture of the North American trade of these
Tuxury goods. i

Although the luxury status of these wares changed as availability grew, throughout the

importation of Chinese porcelain these ceramics were one of the most expensive wares

available, and the bility to spend on ry products. Based

4
on the dates of importation, the signif ‘porcelain

changes and an understanding of this shift is important to getting at the meaning behind
these objects.

‘The importance of Chinese porcelain is noteworthy regarding Western society as a
whole in the 17* and 18" centuries. Related to the luxury status of these wares, what
they represented to the owners and visitors who were the audience of the objects is an
important aspect of the research. Luxury items in general were representations of the
exotic, the refinement of those who owned them, and the wealth or prestige required to
obtain or purchase these goods (Berg:2003:229). In addition, the imbibing of coffee,
liquid chocolate and tea dramatically changed the social customs of the West, particularly
in the 18" century (Roth:1961). Chinese goods, including porcelain were directly

responsible ions and the anal porcelain

offers great insight into the affairs of those who owned and used the objects.



of Chi port wares from the tions at

Ferryland, is similar to nearly all dicctions of s

‘material: it has not been examined. Before porcelain can offer any real potential to
archaeological researchers, these collections must be studied. To date, there are but

handful familiar with'this i the most basic of i

Within the field is such a lack of| g that

the collections are often pushed aside during analysis. The belief that these materials
cannot be accurately dated is incorrect and is directly related to the lack of knowledge in

the field. In order to get at ificant aspects of if n

‘which they were found, we must first develop a way of identifying and dating these
wares.

‘The potential of studying porcelain for understanding everyday life in Ferryland is
truly remarkable. When carrying out an examination of an artifact class, it is easy to
forget the real motivation for archacology, to get a glimpse of what life was like in
another time. At risk of moving into the melodramatic, it is easy for archacologists to
ose touch of the great potential in artificts for really getting at the past, especially ina

study such as this one, with task of searching boxes and

squinting at miniscule fragments for hours on end. This ceramic and the exchange

between East and West changed the world. The very everyday customs of many

Europeans the importation of tea and its equipage. Porcelain was a

symbol of wealth and ‘was one of the only ions of the Eastern




world that most Europeans came into contact with. The vessels from Ferryland were
used, cared for, obtained and received as gift, and fortunately for research, broken.
‘This thesis seeks to begin to shed light on one small community from Newfoundland
based on the porcelain assemblage. Ferryland is remote today, and was even more so in
the distant past. Regardless of the nature and location of the community, the inhabitans
owned Chinese porcelain, even from the earliest settlement. In a landscape and lifestyle

that for most was quite rugged, it was important for many of the households of Ferryland

o purchase these foreign wares. This thesis seeks to illuminate why these objects were

Al

deemed so necessary.

1.2 Goals and Methodology

‘The focus of this work is primarily an artfact study. The materials analyzed were all
in an existing collection and no archacological excavations were carried out relating to
this thesis. Although much of the Chinese porcelain collection from Ferryland was
accurately identified as that ceramic, little else was known about this ware, especially
regarding the dates of the various pieces.

‘The collection of porcelain from the Ferryland excavations consists of fragments from
across the excavated areas of the site as well as dating from all the occupation periods of
the settlement. Although past research at the site has done a great deal by focusing on the
various ceramic assemblages from the excavation, Chinese porcelain has never been
examined in any detail. This is unfortunately representative of a larger trend in the field

of archaeology to neglect this important type of ceramic. The aims of this thesis are:



1) to examine the decoration of Chinese porcelain in order to understand the origins
and nature of the symbolism

2) an assessment of the methods of the porcelain trade to Europe and the colonies

3) to identify the form, function, and date of manufacture of the Ferryland porcelain
collection .

4) and lastly, to examine the social aspects of porcelain in European and colonial

society

1.3 Chapter Outline

Chapter two discusses the historical context of the Ferryland site, showing the original
British colonization of the site up through the first half of the 18" century. Itis important
to understand the changes that took place in the Ferryland settlement throughout the
studied period in order to understand the changing significance of the porcelain recovered
through the archaeological investigations of the site. The chapter is divided into three
sections discussing the original settlement under the leadership of Sir George Calvert, the
period under the proprietorship of Sir David Kirke and his family, and the time in the
settlement directly following the French raid of 1696 up until the 1760s.

Chapter three focuses on the archacological context of the site, discussing the history

and nature of the current excavations. In addition, this chapter examines the various

portions of the site and the structures and activi took place. An

of understanding the significance of Chinese porcelain on archaeological sites s to be



aware of the association of these materials within the archaeological landscape in which
they were discovered.

Chapter four focuses on the history of the Chinese porcelain trade. This background is
not limited to Newfoundland or Europe but starts with the much earlier trade to Africa
and the Middle East in the 12® century. It was this earlier exchange that developed the

ci ‘porcelain for a larg and facilitated the vast

exportation to the West beginning later in the 15" century. In addition, this chapter looks
at the earliest porcelain reaching Europe and the nature of the trade as it developed and
was monopolized successively by the Portuguese, Dutch, and English. Theltrade of
Chinese porcelain spanning the 16” to 18" century mirrors the struggle for world trade
domination by the European superpowers. At different periods throughout this trade

history, the nature of its players is crucial for the

archaeological supply may have been coming from and the possible trade networks

represented.
This chaper i tothe ifically to Given the
2 of! ing with , there are a number of

feasible possibilities discussed for porcelain reaching Ferryland in the 17" and 18"

centuries. There are many trade connections between New England, the West Indies,

Europe, and s likel ing the Ferryland
inhabitants by some or all these routes at various times.
In order to understand the importance of Chinese porcelain for the West, it is

necessary o discuss the makeup and manufacture of these wares. Chapter five examines



the o and the method at
the preparation of the clays and ending with the decoration and firing of these ceramic

Vessels. An understanding of the chemical properties and manufacturing techniques used

in the making in gives the researcher a better ing of
‘materials encountered. .
Chapter six is a detailed look at the decoration of porcelain focusing on specific

design themes seen in the period. isan

rtant key to i decoration of the porcelain artifacts recovered. This

chapter ook at some of the more popular decorations examining the origifs and
‘meaning to the Chinese. Also, an understanding of the Chinese designs can assist
researchers in identifying archacological porcelain. Ofien specific symbols and designs

are found ed on vessels, knowledge of faciltate the

identification of small portions of a design recovered archacologically.

Chapter seven focuses on the color schemes and decorative themes on porcelain that is

often temporally specific. Building on the previous chapter, here we look at the overall
themes of the designs and decorations, rather than the specific symbols. From 1600-1800
there are specific decorative changes that appear on many of the export wares that can be
very helpful when attempting to date porcelain.

‘The subject of chapter eight is the great influence that trade with China had on

European material culture. Here is an examis f the profound affect the importation

of porcelain had on the European ceramic industry. In addition, ths chapter observes the



Eastern influence on textiles, fumniture, etc. in Europe and the colonies in the 17" and 18"

century.

Chapter nine takes a look at the various sources of comparative material on porcelain

available used ly. Including d
terrestrial sites, this database of poreelain assisted in this research and offers great

potential ing the changes in porcelain decoration and form throughout the

period of study.
Chapter ten examines the Chinese porcelain recovered from the archacological
excavations at Ferryland. This portion discusses the contextual association of the

facts examines the use and signifi these vessels based

on the context in which they were disposed.
Chapter eleven is an analysis of the various forms of porcelain recovered at the
Ferryland excavations examining the characteristics of each type and what the wares
were used for. The different forms of porcelain recovered archacologically can often
assist in the dating of the wares and understanding their role in the colonial household.
Chapter twelve examines the social factors related to Chinese porcelain on colonial
sites. The low availability and relatively high price of porcelain in the early years of the

of the elite status of those who owned these wares.

Ferryland settlement is represent

As the centuri ed i d uses of i This section

discusses the changing social function porcelain served, and what these objects

represented about the owner. In addition, an examination of the cost of porcelain reveals



the changing taste of the market and is important to understanding the socioeconomic
status that porcelain can indicate.

Lastly, chapter thirteen discusses the project, and the future potential for porcelain
rescarch in archacology. These objects are rich in the cultural istory of two distinct
societies: the Chinese and Europeans. As more rescarchers examine these materials from
archacological sites, the potential of Chinese porcelain studies for reaching a greater

understanding of life in Europe and the colonies will escalate.



Chapter Two
HISTORY OF FERRYLAND

2.1 Ferryland History

Ferryland, is locate i ighty kilometers by road
southeast of the city of St. John’s, approximately in the center of the cast coast of the

Avalon Peninsula. Within the protected Ferryland Harbor is the even more sheltered area.

Fig. 2.1 map of castern Newfoundiand

closed to the north and east by a spit of land known as The Pool. This is the location so

suited for the settlement known as the Province of Avalon.

the site. Excavation: d cultural featu iated with the

Beothuk utilization of the location. This component of the site was likely used as

seasonal i d was possibly with the.

first European utilization of the site.



2.2 Seasonal European Fishery

‘There is a long history of Europeans taking advantage of the rich fishery just off the
shores of Newfoundland. From the 16™ century, and possibly earlier, European
fishermen had traveled to Newfoundland for the seasonal fishing catch. These fishing
fleets would commonly center on aspecific cove or protected harbor and launch fishing
excursions from that base. Ferryland saw this very occupation throughout the 16™
century and the material remains of this temporary activity have been unearthed in the

excavations at the site.

2.3 Calvert’s Province of Avalon

Some time around 1617 Sir William Vaughan founded and settled two British
colonies not far from the present location of Ferryland. These two small settlements met
with little success and Vaughan was forced to sell off much of his remaining grant of land
of the Avalon Peninsula in Newfoundland. George Calvert, the first Lord Baltimore, had
been a classmate of Vaughan's at Oxford and purchased a portion of the latter's land
(Prowse:1895:111).

Calvert, a Roman Catholic during the Protestant reign of Charles 1, sought to build a

settlement on his newly acquired property. Based on the current knowledge of the area,

the small partially enclosed quay in the interior of Ferryland Harbor was deemed the
logical location. The Pool, protected from the sea on the northern and eastern sides by
land was the perfect location to anchor and launch watercraft. Calvert’s proposed

settlement sought to take advantage of the rich fishery, only seasonally accessed by the



European fleet. Additionally, the benefit from ping inter-

Atlantic trade taking place among Europe, the American colonies and the West Indies
offering another node for supplies, repairs, and exchange. Also, not to be ignored was
the religious potential for converting the Native population in Newfoundland.

In 1621 Calvert ispatched twelve men led by Captain Edward Wynne to begin
construction of the site. Fortunately, a number of Wynne’s personal communications

have survived and from these we can see the carly colony emerge. One of the first

it the 1622) was a frame h tone kitchen and
parlor that would be theeventual home of Calvert upon his arrival (Wymnel7/28/1622).
Also in the first years of Wynne’s governorship, a wharf was constructed, a large garden
sowed, and a well for the colony was excavated. Additionally, a tenement house and
forge were constructed all in a line to form the southern side of a central street

(Wynne:7/28/1622). Wynne's letters don't list additional construction at the site, but the

2y in the that there were in fact other
projects that took place during this period at Ferryland.

Calvert first reached Ferryland in 1627, in response to pressures of the colonies failure
‘because ofa lack of leadership (Cell:1969:93). After a brief visit to the settlement,
Calvert retumed the following year with his family and forty other setlers.  Although the
‘majority of the new settlers of Ferryland primarily brought with them the fundamentals
for survival in the new landscape, Calvert and his family surely brought an entirely
different assemblage of goods. The Calvert family was among the elite of Great Britain

and upon sel

in the “mansion house” constructed by Wynne, they no doubt furnished



themselves with the finery that they were accustomed to back in Europe. The material
culture excavated from Ferryland and Tidewater Virginia shows that the elite brought
‘many items that were in no way necessary (or helpful) for survival in the new
environments they came into contact with. The Calvert residence at Ferryland has not
been excavated, but will surely produce artifacts associated with the high status of that
family.

‘The Newfoundland climate proved too much for Calvert, after a particularly harsh
‘winter he and his family moved back to England. Calvert’s eyes tumed south to the
Tidewater region of Maryland, and began preparation for the establishment of a new
colony based on tobacco revenue. Regardless of the new design of the Calvert family
(St. Mary's City in Maryland was established in 1634), they remained in control of the

colony with acting representatives present in Ferryland.

2.4 Kirke's Pool Plantation

In 1638 the acting representative of the Calvert claim in Ferryland was removed by Sir
David Kirke. Afier a victorious campaign against Quebec, Kirke received the favor of
Charles 1 and a syndicate headed by Kirke was granted Newfoundland in its entirety
(Prowse:1895:155-156). Using Ferryland as a base of operations, Kirke was quick to
establish himself as the proprietor of the settlement renaming it the Pool Plantation. Not
long after Kirke's arrival to Ferryland a lengthy court battle between he and the Calverts
over control of the settlement ensued. In 1642 Civil war broke out in England, with the

resulting execution of Charles I. David Kirke was a Royalist, and his support of the



overthrown king resulted in his standing trial in England where in 1654 he died in prison
(Prowse:1895:158).

In David Kirke's absence, his wife the Lady Sara Kirke took control of the leadership
of the colony. In 1660 the Calvert family was once again restored the formal control of
the colony. However, throughout this period Sara Kirke continued as the acting

proprietor of the settlement (Gaulton:1997:4).

25 Period of Unrest

“The period 1673-1696 saw two foreign attacks on the settlement by Dulkh and French
forces. The 1673 Dutch attack destroyed a number of the Ferryland structures but was
relatively tame opposed to what was to come. In 1694 many of the Ferryland settlers
took part in an attack on the French Newfoundland setlement of Placentia. Two years
later the French, seeking retribution for the English attack sacked the community of
Ferryland, destroying nearly all the structures and killing or capturing the inhabitants.
The prisoners worth ransoming were brought to Placentia, where the two Kirke sons

would later die in imprisonment, and the rest were shipped back to England

2.6 Ferryland in the Eighteenth Century

Following the 1696 French raid on the Ferryland settlement, the site saw its only brief

period. ing the brief hiatus, ty was once again

rebuilt in 1697. Although the area surrounding The Pool was again settled, the central



focus of the town had shifted to the mainland of the west, away from the narrow spit of
land where the former settlement had been.

Little is currently known about the nature of the settlement in the early years of the
18" century. The archacology at the site has focused primarily on the 17" century
component of the site, but in the course of excavations a number of later structures have
been located. Through the archacology, we know there was at least one tavern in
operation during the first half of the 18" century and there were no doubt domestic sites
in the area as well.

Maps of the 18" century community are relatively accurate, and reveal the nature of

‘The Pool community at that time. Evident from Figure 2.3 below, at the middle of the




18" century the Ferryland Pool contained a number of fishing stages, cultivated land, and
N

amultitude of other structures. From the tum of the century, Ferryland experienced the

rapid growth that ing elsewhere in ind the Britis ies in
general. The 18" century saw increased trade with the New England colonies and greater
access to a large range of material objects.

The d growth of new it ing Ferryland created a
erryl

growing workforce and a larger market for the hospitality business of shops, taverns, and
other establishments to suit the growing populace. The material culture from the 18"
century shows a steady increase in the types and quantities of wares available in the

Newfoundland market.



Chapter 3

HISTORY OF THE EXCAVATION

3.1 Excavations at Ferryland

‘The site was first examined archacologically as far back as the 1930s by a visiting
entomologist from the Carnegie Institute in Pittsburgh. In 1960, the Historic Sites and
‘Monument Board of Canada sent J.R. Harper to test the site in search of 17™century
‘materials. Later in the 1960s and 70s other exploratory excavations were carried out at
the site sponsored by Memorial University of Newfoundland, and 17"'—m3w antifacts
and structural remains were uncovered.

It was not until the middle of the 1980s that any large scale testing of the site was
carried out. This fieldwork, led by Dr. James A. Tuck of Memorial University tested a
much larger area of the site. Over three years the site was divided into different Areas A-
D with each being tested and revealing various17"-century components. At that point it
became clear to the Memorial University archacologists that the colony of Avalon had
‘been located, and much more had survived undisturbed than had been expected
(Tuck:1996:24). In addition, Tuck realized that in order to investigate the site properly,
‘substantial time and resources would be necessary.

It was not until 1991 that the necessary funding for the project fell into place with the

signing of the Canada-New’foundland Tourism and Historic Resources Cooperation

Agreement which ensured i fthe (

From 1991 to the present archacological fieldwork has been carried out at the site of the



Colony of Avalon in Ferryland. The following section will examine the various Areas of
the site included in this analysis, (see Fig.3.1) discussing the nature of the archacological

remains uncovered in each.

- -
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g. 3.0 Ferryland site map showing excavation Arcas

32Area B

Area B was the first portion of the site investigated by Memorial University.
archacologists in 1984. This site is likely the same area that Harper excavated the test
pits in the late 19505 (Tuck:1996). Area B revealed rich deposits of artifacts from all
periods. In addition to the 17*- and 18®-century material, excavations revealed artifacts
from the 16"-century seasonal European fishery and native components of the site. The

Beothuk Indians probably utilized The Pool area before European use, and remains of



hearths and lithic tools were recovered. Also, both European and Beothuk materials were

found in the trat of interaction

Located in Area B was a smithy or forge completed in 1622 and mentioned by
‘Waynne's leter to George Calvert in that same year (Wynne 7/28/1622). The forge
represented the first 17"-century struicture located at the site in Ferryland. Nearby,
archacologists exposed the cobbled street also mentioned in Wynne’s lettrs to Calvert

(Wynne 7/28/1622).

33AreaC

Area C is directly adjacent to the present shore of The Pool and revealed a number of
17"-century structures. Included in the excavated features was a large stone constructed
sea wall that runs east-west along the early 17"-century edge of the harbor. Also in Area
C, built on the eastern edge of the seawall was the foundation of a multifunction structure
that served as a storehouse, cow house, and probably work areas for various activities
(Gaulton:1997). At the western edge of the structure was discovered a stone-lined privy
that was “flushed” by the incoming water at high tide. Due to excellent preservation, the
privy proved a trove of information relating to the diet, health, and hygiene of the

residents of Ferryland in the 17® century.

34 AreaD

Area D revealed the fi ic it i Ferryland

(Tuck:1996). Here a 17"-century dwelling was located with a large single fireplace. The
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