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Abstra ct

T his work examine s the dynamic fortes that are generated in catenary mooring
lines when the lop par t of the line is subjected to a forcing function. The forcing
function consists of a sinusoida l motion of fixed amplitude but varying frequency
and varying angle in the vertical plane. T he elfect of changes in the pretension in
the cha in is also exam ined.

Four different areas of response arc classified by the response of the line and
the characteristics of the force in the line observed over t ime. The force ill each
area is examined and the mechanis m tha t generates t hese fo rcCI! is discussed. The
change of these forces with changes in the forcing Cunction at the top end of the
line is also exami ned.

The model parameters for the catenary mooring system arc identified and
model tests performed . From these model tests it is possible to conclude that large
st ructures such as oil rigs anu large veaeelawill cause mooring lines to respond in
a range where dynamic forces need not be taken into accou nt. However, smalle r
obj ects such as buoys willsuffer significant dynam ic forces.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

In the ocean envircnmcnt there arc many forces that ad on a moored object. Be­

cause it is difficult to design a system to maintain an object completely stat ionary

when facing these forces, most mootingsystems allow a degree of movement. The

catena ry mooring system is the most common system of this type.

The techniques for the sta tic analysis of a caten ary mooring are well esta.b­

lished. However the dynamic analysis can be quite complicated because of the

contributions from pretension, hydrodynamic drag (and related factors such as

vortex shedding) , iner tia l efi"edsand added mass. Altho ugh some analytical mod­

els exist, there is a shortage of experimenta l data . This thesis will provide some

data 011 the properties of the dynamics of mooring chains.

Some of the previous studies indicate that there arc very large dynam ic loads

generated in moor ing lines. Published data indica te t ha t these loads can rea ch

a magnitude of ten times that of the static load. At the present time, moorings

arc designed based 011 expected sta tic tension and on previous experience. T he

accurate predict ion of dynamic loads would improve the selection process.

This t hesis describes experiments that will examine t he dynamics of catenar y



mooring systems. Exper iments took place in the Memorial Univcrllity of New­

foundland wave tan k. A support stru cture 011 which a motor was mounted WM

placed just above the water surface. The motor oscillated a block in a st raight

line. One end of t he chain was a.ltached to t his block through a. tension measuring

device.

The motor speed was varied to provide specified excitatio n frequencies. The

suppo rt st ructure could be tilted allowing the translational oscillat ions to occur

at different orient ations in the vertical plane. The static tension could a lso be

varied.

The work hw several objectives which were compose d of two prima.ry objec­

tive and severa l seconda ry objec tives. These objectives are listed below with the

primary objectives given first. In summa ry, t he objectives of t he experiment were

to determ ine:

1 the magnitude of t he dynamic forces present in an oscillating mooring chain

(primary objective),

2 whethe r the dy namic forces were more prominent in one particular orientation

(primary objec tive),

3 how t he sta tic tension affects t he dynamic tension (secondary object ive),

" if the four conditions that Suha ra et a i, (1981) identified could be round ill the

slack condit ion (secondary object ive),

5 what t he mode l scale effects arc; ie how th e experiment relates to the ocean

environment (secondary objecti ve).



To introdu ce the topic, a brief description of the catenary mooring system

is given ill Chapter 2. Paet work in this field and related fields is examined in

Chapter 3, followed by the derivation of a dimensionless equation describing an

oscillating mooring chain in Chapter 4. The apparatus and procedure will be

examined ill Chapter 5. Chapter 6 will discuss the results from this work and

Chapter 7 willdraw conclusions about the experiments. Some recommendations

regarding future work will be made in Chapter 8.



Chapter 2

The Catenary Mooring System

The catenary mooring system takes its name from the shape of the curve formed hy

the mooring line (the word catena ry is from the latin caten a or chain). Th is curve

is characteristic to any line which is suspended from two poiuta and which hes a

uniform weigh t per unit length and negligible ben ding st ilfnc8s. T he derivation

of t he beslc eq uations for the catenary line is given in Appendix A. The length

of the line from the top to where it touches t ile bottom is called the scope of the

line. The scope and othe r terminology rclaling t o the ca tenary mooring system is

shown in Figu re 2.1.

The cate nary mooring system has been lraditionally used by ships an d other

sea going vessels for several reasons. The system call be easily and compactly

stowed when not in use, it requires lit tle maintenance, it uses simple easily cb­

tain able mate ria ls, and in spite of its simplicity, it provides a. rema rkaLly effective

way to position a floating object. If t he top end o f the chain is moved, a restoring

force is crea te d . The restoring force is small at first but increases vc~y rapidly. A

descr iptive an alysis of the mooring system would be as follows.

If there are no displacing forces on t he moo red object , the mooring chain will
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Figure 2.1: Th e Cate nary Mooring System

hang in a vertica l [inc as shown in Figure 2.2. As soon as the moored object is

displaced , two events will lake place. First, some of the chain will be picked up

from the bot tom . Second, the chain will sta rt to make an angle with the moored

object away from the vertical. It is a combinatio n of these effeds that cause the

chain to app ly a restor ing force on the moored object.

As chain is picked up off the bot tom more weight needs to be supported at the

top. Th is will show up as an increase in the tension. Also, since the line rna'..es

an angle with the vertical, the re will now be a component of force genera ted in

the horizonta l direction. This horizontal force is what counteracts the displacing

force, To bold the chain against horizonta l forces an anchor is used,

The effectiveness of t he mooring system can be seen in Figure 2.2. The diagram

is drawn to scale and it shows tha t as the displacing force increases from 0.2 units



to 20 units, the .1c1u1I1 displncemcut Increases by a tnctc r oruboru. ,I. T Ill' fnr t 'p

unit in t his case is t he weight of a ],'Ilgth or 1Il0l)r i ll~ lim-equa l to l1\1'cl"lll h of

th e wate r,

F is the disp loc ing force

Figure 2,2: A Cat ena ry Moori ug Syst em IJwle r [lorixoutn l I.oads

l1JC lower end of the chain is langellt tt> ;HId lOlldJing 1.11<' ],,,UlIllJ. At lI ti .~ [II/iut

t here arc only horizontal forces ill the chain which must Ilt' n~isl.l,, 1 by tlw ilnd rllr

and th e fricti on of t he sea bed. III th e tallt C,L~C, tlu- chain is never l:lrrW~ll t to

the bottom and sto ps al the anchor form ing an angln wit l. t lu: houom. In this

circumsta nce, the anchor must resis t a vertic al force as well IL~ a Irorh'./lntal onc:.

In this experiment , t he chain is mnlntnincrl ill thu slal:k I'(m.lil,iuJrItt all tim.!s.

is no exp licit equa tion [or lc:rtsilllI !lIt,1 sn a n il.r :rilli v, ~ It:dll ri'I'J<: Jltust bl' IIs,:II.

Th ese equa tions solve for Tz and '[~ (t ire hor izcutnl illlli wrt icalwlJl jJl/JlI!nts of



the tension in terms of: water depth, H; scope, S; and weight per unit length, w.

The derivation for these equations can be found in Append ix A. Oth er equatio ns

using different input variables can be derived depe nding on what values you wish

to use as input.

T.. Tsi n!/J==wS (2.1)

II == TCiJs!/J cosh (ainh- l~) _ Tcos1/J (2.2)
w Tcoa1/J w



Chapter 3

Review of Previous Work

The study of the dynamics of mooringchains has received a great deAlof attention,

at least in theoret ical developments. Parne ll and Hicks (1976) slate that over 500

papers have been published that deal with cable dynamics, However they go on

to say that experimental data are limited . Patt ison (1974) agrees with this and

states that although analytical models exist, da ta are scarce.

This review willbe divided iota four sections.The first willdiseuse the simple

static problem as it applies in t he marine environment. T he n, experimental work

willbe reviewed, followed by an examination or various numerical and computer

techniques for finding dynamic forces in mooring lines. Finally, a brier review of a

relat ively Dew topic , statis t ical t reatment of dynamicforces in mooring Iinca, will

be undertaken.

3.1 The Static Problem

A good place to start looking at the dyna mics of mooring lines is witb the st atic

problem. The sta tic analysis blUl been Cairlywell studied and can be {ound in

several books on differential calculus (Fox (1950) and Edward s and Penney (1982)



for example.) The bailie approach is to solve the geometri c ut~."l.ry equat ions.

One of the earliest and best a nalysis of catena ry problems as th ey apply to

t he ocean environment ill given by Collipp et al( 1962). T hey use th e geometr ic

approach to derive the basic catena ry equat ions which are t hen used to draw up

tables th at give propert ies such as tension, angle the cable makes in the vertical

plane an d potent ial energy in the cable. However the para meter they use for

entry into the ta bles may, in some cesee, be awkward. Their param eter requires

knowing the depth of wa ter , the scope of t he cable and th e horizontal distan ce

thllt the scope covers. Th e equations shown in Chapter 2 give the same result ,

but require just the scope and dept h of water.

Because of the non-linear relation between t he displacement an d restor ing

force t he usc of tables and charts figure prominently in t he analysis of mooring

systems. Adams (1969) a nd Rad wan et al (1986) usc tables IS all aid to the

design of mooring systems . Even today when computers can give ex act solu tions

the speed and case of use of tables still make them popular.

Along with tab les, the re was some att empt to linearize th e equa t ions, Ogawa

(1984) t ried this and used a linearization coefficient matrix to represent line tea ­

slcus as a linear function of displacement. However , as with all such methods, it

is ineccurnte outs ide certa in limits .

The use of numerical techniques to solve the equations became popular with

t he wide spread use of computers . Nielsen (1976) used a Newton-Repheon root

solving algorithm to match restoring forces to extern al loads. T he shape of

the force versus displacement curve lends itself well to solution by the Newton­

Raphson technique.
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A program which solves the static problem of a catenary system has been

writ ten and is included in Appe ndix D. It uses the equations derived by Collipp

er al (1962) along with a Newton-Raphsou algorithm . The res ults generated by

this program are identlcel to those published by Collipp, Bergman and Miller.

3.2 Experimental Work

Some of the earl iest thoughts given to designing expe riments were direct ed towar ds

scale model tests. Collier (1972) attempted to derive scale laws fora moored buoy

in an ocea n current by using the governing equation s. Constants were introduced

to relate the model and the prototype properties such as mas s, force a nd lengt h.

Subst itut ion of these constan ts into the governing equati cna allow a relationship

between the constants to he determined. Dimensionless numbers were t hen dr awn

up . Collier used a distorted scale to achieve dyna mic simi larity in his model

laws. While this does have the advantage of avoiding problems that are typical in

hydr oclastic models (ie t he inability to scale all the relevant pa rameters), it docs

have the d isadvantage tha t the cable oscillatory velocity mus t be small compared

to the current speed which in the majority of eases is an unrealistic assumption.

Unfortunately, Collier did not do teste using t his idea and no record of any tests

with a disto rted scale can be found .

Parnell and Hicks (1976) also use the governing cqueuone to derive their di­

mensionless numbers. However their &1lalysis differs from Co llier in th at they do

not use a distorted scale. They ignore the hydrodynamic for ce tangent to the

cable by st at ing tha t it is small compared to the normal force. The normal force

is accounted for by a ' hydrodyna mic force parameter' which is th e drag coefficient
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for a cylinder multipl ied by the ratio of cable lengt h to diameter. Pa rnell an d

Il icks go on to state that it is difficultlo scale all the relevant parame ters. Thei r

so lution was to do the tes ts in a fluid with a much higher viscosity t han water .

T his solut ion is well known to hydra ulic modelers, bu t it appears tha t Do one has

use d this idea to model a ca te nary.

Experimental examination of th e dynam ics of mooring ca bles seems to have

stnrtcd in tile mid 1970's wit h the work of two projects. Pat t iso n (1974) seems to

have been the first to publish experimental work followed by va n Sluijis and Blok

(1977) several years later.

Pattison 's purpose was to perfo rm expe riments on severa l different kinds of

mooring line material and de velop these into a dat a base for analyti cal model

validatio n. The metho d was to oscilla te a slider sinusoidally in the ver t ical plane

by means of a drive cable auached to a rot ating cra nk arm. The moor ing line

was joined to the slider via a two way force dynamometer. Five different mooring

line materials were tested with scope to depth ratiOli between 1.1 and 1.6and a

frequency of motion between 0.1 an d 2.2 Hz. Dyna mic tension s up to 1.2 tim es

t hat of t he slalic tension were recorded. Higher loa ds were recorded but were

ignored i1S being unrealistic of condit.ionsat sea.

Unfort unately Pattiso n had some problems with his experi ment. He reported

problems with t he two way force transducer that he used in hi s experiments. It

ap pears th at the tr ansducers were coupled and he spent quite a bit of hi s analysis

t rying to decouple t he forces. Also, although be repo rted sinusoidal ceci l letic ne,

from the way his equi pment was set up he would actually pro duce mot ion with

two sinuso idal components. U would he lmpceeible to say what the e ffect oCthe
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seco nd compcneut would be without knowing more about his equipment ,

vall Sluljs and Blok (1!l7i) also prefor med similar experiments except ther tbey

oscilla ted the cable in a horizontal plane. The y reported lUI increase of dynamic

tension with an increase of frequ ency up to a maximum. After th is max imum.

increasing th e frequency caused a decrease in the tension. They also reported

that there was no significant scale error in the dynamic effect. (More will besaid

abo ut this in Chapter 6).

In the mid 1980's t here were also two published reports of experimental work.

T hese were d one by van den Boom (1985 ) and Suhafa et al (1981).

van den Boom condu cted experiments involving the harmonic oscillation of

mooring lines. He docs not say if the oscilleucns were horizontal or vertical

but the impre ssion is tba t they were horizontal. No scaling parameters for the

expe riment were given but it is stated that t he sealing Wa.!l carried out according

to Froude's law or similitude.

It is har d to see how Froud e' s law would be applicable in It. CMe like this and

ether analysis do not have the Froude number as an important consideration . Thus

it would seem that van den Boom's attempts at modelling were in error. However ,

the experimental results do show the exp ected rise and drop off in dynamic teueion

with increasing frequency of the rorting function .

Suha ra et al did their tests with bo th horizontal and vcr~icaJ oscillat ions and

used scope to dept h ratio s between 2.8 end 8.3 . They also used a wide range of

frequen cies for the forcing oscilla ticna and several different emplitudee.

One important outcome from their work was the classification of the reeulte by

the means of several dimensionless parameters. T he static condit ion is dete rmined
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Figure 3.1: Force-time traces for the four conditions

by the ra tio wX olTllo where w is t he weight per unit length, Xo iJ the amplit ude

of motion of the top part of the chain, and Tno is t he Ita tic horizont al tension.

T he dynamic characterietlca are determined by two ra tioa: 1) Z...ID~ where Z... i.

th e verticaldisplacement or the center ofgra vity cl tb e cetenery part and D~ i ll t he

diameter ofa.cylinder with the la me volume as the chain, and 2) the ratio Z",w1 /g

where IN is the frequency orthe oscilla tion and 9 is gravitational accelera tion.

Using these plLlameter. they identified four condition•. The first is & quae..
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stat ic cond ition where the dynamic tensi ons can be ca lculated by the positi on of

th e top e nd and the stat ic formula. Second is & harm onic oscillat ion cond ition.

The third is called a snap cond ition and shows what happ ens when the ca.ble goes

taut . The last is a free-fall condition and ill it parts of the chain actuall y fall

until brought up by the rest of the ch ain gene rating impll.d forces. T he fint two

cond itions seem to be what Patti son (1974) recorded.

Since part of th is work was to id entify th ese four stages, some time should

he t aken here to examine what happens in the four st ages. Th e fifllt st age was

des cribed above and not hing more need s to be said except that the primary contri­

bution to the line tension is from the st atic pre- tension. In the harmoni c oscillation

re gion, t he force t race in t he time domain appears d ose to einuecidal . In t his area

the inert ial forces of the chain and t he fluid propert ies or added mass an d drag

ar e the pri mary contribu tors to the lin e tens ion.

In the snap region , a.new mechani sm come inlo play. The min imum tension in

th e chain, which until th is t ime has been grea ter than zero, becomes zero (since

a chain canno t supp ort compressive leads, the tension can never be less than

zero ). This means that for a brier amount o f time, the links of the chain are not

su pp ort ing any load. T his ta kell place while the top of the chain is moving in a

directlon towards the anchor (in a direction that slackens the chain). When the

di rection reverses (so that the top part is now moving in a direction that tncreesce

th e tension of the chain) , the sleekenin g sud denly stops. Th is sudden stopp ing

of t he links as th ey fall genera tes impact load ing. The magnitude of the impac t

loads are dependant upon th e time that the links had no tension OD them. It is

t hese impac t loads that cause the ext remely higb tensi ons that are associated with



15

dynamic forces. Because of t he shape of the catenary and the length of the line,

not all the Jinks take part in this pheno mena. However, as th e speed of the top

Pdft increases, more and morc links come into play and this causes the increasing

impact forces.

Eventually a time comes where t he to p is moving 50 fast that it is able to reach

the end of its run a nd sta rt back before the rema inder of the chain can respond.

Now, fewer and fewer links are involved and t he time the links are allowed to fall,

Ircc of forces in the chain, becomes smaller so the dynamic forces start to decrease.

This is the Free-full region characterise d by t he decrease in the dynamic forces.

Suhara ct al (1981) also compared their results to a t heoret ical pred ict ion

method called the lumped mass metho d. Agreement was good in conditions 1

and 2 but WiUI elgniflcantly off for conditions 3 an d 4.

Another paper discussing t he derivation of th e dimensionless parameters rel­

evant to oscillating mooring lines is by Papazoglou et a1(1990). They used the

metho d of governing equations to derive the importa nt parameters. They also rec­

ognized that for deep water moorings the elast icity oC t he cable is an important

consideratio n in the calculatio n of dynamic forces.

Th ey have proposed a modeling scheme where all parameters except for the

elast icity paramet er Are met as well as possible and then tbe elast icity is modelled

with springs.

The idea of using springs to compensate for the inability to correctly model

the scaling para meters is also presented in a report by Faure (1989). Faure used

a set of springs th at best simulated the catenary effect and the elast icity of th e

missing section as well as compensated for the elast icity of the rema.ining model.
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Unfortu nately no mention of the modelling para meters is made except to SAy tha t

line lengt hs and weights were scaled correctly.

3.3 N umerical Calculations of M oo ring Li ne Dy­
namics

Numerica l simulat ions of the dynamics of mooring lines have been ebundant ill

the past. Due to non-linear materials, non-linear drag coefficients, non-linear

forcing functions and non-linearities due to the nature of the catenary, a purely

ana lytica l approach was impossible. T here was some thought given to linearizing

the equations of motion and using other types of analysis such IIJI perturbation

expansions, however these method s were inaccura te outs ide certain limi ts . Com­

pute r run numerical simulations seemed to provide the best tool lor analyzing the

problem.

Computer programs to solve the quasl-stetie problem are relatively easy to

create and very inexpensive in CPU time to run and these were the fiut attempt

to solve the problem. However, using the quasi-static approach meant that the

most interesting phenomena were ignored. Sometimes the quasi-stat ic method is

still used but this is usually for a special application (Nakajima (1986» and, even

so, it can be mislead ing.

To handle the non-llnearities of the system several numerical techniques were

derived. T he most powerful of these proved to be BOrne sort of discrete element

technique. There are two main typal of discrete element algorithma ueed La an­

alyze the motions of mooring lines. They are the known as the finite element

method and the lumped mass method and a good review of the two methods is
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given by van den Boom (1985). T here have been a large number of schemes for

either metho d pro posed.

In the finite element method the cable is broken into a number of segments

with a set of assumed beha viour functions. T hese equati ons ate applied to t he

kinematic and dynamic equilibrium equatio ns as well as the equations descri bing

the mat er ial proper ties.

Johansson (1978) proposeda finite element model with linearly elastic material

proper ties and a constant drag coefficient. Webster (19Bl ) developed a prog ram

called SEADYNbased on the finite element method. SEADYN broke the problem

into two path, one dealing with the quasi-s tatic solut ion, the other handling the

dynamic aspects. The program could handle non-linear materials and it attempted

to model fh rid Iorcee as well as str ununi ng phenomena. One or the beet finite

element models is th at proposed by Hwang (1986). As well aa an improved method

of accounting ror drag, it waa able to handle composite lines (lines where two

or more materiels are joined together) and clumped weights. It also used a 3­

dimensio nal analys is or the line.

T he ot her main meth od used was the lumped mass method . The lumped

mass meth od was fin t proposed by Walton and Polacheck (&3 reported in van den

Boom (1985) ). It involves t he lumping of t he mass and the exter nal and internal

forces of the line at a number of discrete points . Equa tions of equilibrium and

conti nuity at thes e points or nodes can be derived and then solved using numerical

methods. Several authors note t hat the lumped mass method seems to be more

computationally efficient tha n the finite element method (van den Boom (1985),

Faure (1989)).
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The simplest implernt'nl&lion of the lumped m&Q method would be to work

wit b just one node. Suhara et &1 (1983. 19S7) did this and c btel ned feiUODioble

results fot the smaller frequencies tiewhere the dynami c forces were relatively

, mall). Liu (1973) had more elements in his model but the numericaJ modelling

of the 8uid drag and add ed mess was poor and the I1lAteriai VllUI assumed to follow

Hooke', Ia.w (except when the chain went into comp ression).

van den Boom (1985) proposed a lumped mMe model which be incorporated

into a progr am called DYNLIN. He proposed ~hat the ftuid loading of a line ill

due to the orbital motion of the waves, the cu rrent and th e motion, of the line (it

should be not ed tha t his model neglected the wave motio ns). Hi. 2·d imensiona.1

model also included sea floor reaction forces . He reported good agreement with

experimental da ta.

Recently, Faure p roposed a model based on vall den Boom ', model (Faure

(1989» . This model had a better representat ion oCbottom reaction forGei and

bottom fri ctio n. It ab o used Morisoo 's equa tion to calculate the fluid loadin& on

the lines.

T here h ave also been several attempts to de velop com puter packagetthat "&lid

in the design of whole mooring systems , eg Owen and Linfoot (1976).

All the numer ical methods mentioned above needed some values for the var­

ious hydrodynamic coefficients. Some experimenten used prevjoualy publish ed

da.ta where eth ers such all Faure (1989) came up with their own. It should be

ment ioned here that t he coefficients needed a re thes e t ha t occur in 08ciUatin ll:flu­

ids. While thes e values are needed for the ha rmonic OlIdllati ng cond ition, the cue

is different for the soap and free-Call cendltlona, In these caaea t he chain motion is
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not ha.rmonie 110coefficient. measured £rom random osciUation lest. I Uch ". tba.e

reported by Longor ia d . l (1991) should be used.

3.4 Statistical Analysi s Tech niques

wah the realization of the existence and magnitud e of oscillato ry Iorcee and th e

increased knowledge of met al wear and fat igue, att ention was naturally turned

to these effects in mooring lines. Shaw (1989) analy zed the problem using wave

stat istics and a mooring line tension transfer function which be obtained from

matching model testa to a numerical simulation . However be was interested in

obtaining a method of calculati ng the cyclic loading t hat a mooring line would

experience and net in determining the mooring line', maximum load,

Sincock and Lalani (1990) were interested in developing guidd ines for faUgue

analysis of anchor chains, They state that there are two way. to c&Icu1~e load.

in the mooring line: the quasi-static approach and & dynamic procedure. They

aha go on to talk about lOme ol the design codes in effect for semi-submersibles

and float ing prod uction unill .

T he American Bureau of Shipping and Lloyd's make no mention of guide­

lines for mooring syste m and leave th e specification up t.o the owner. T he UK's

guide on offshore installat ions makes no mention ol any specific design method­

ology by which to calculate loads. The Norwegians allow either a quasi-sta tic

or dynamic ana lysis. T he newly drafted American Petro leum Instit ute's "Rec­

ommended Practices for Design, Analysis and Maintenance or Catenary Mooring

lor Floa.ting Prod uction Sys tems~ does acknowledge the significance or dynamic

Io..'\ding and recommends a time domain dynamic mooring load anal}'llie.
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A very good review of general techniq ues for tension response statis t ics can be

found in Lua (1990). Luo shows that a Gaussia n distr ibution cannot account for

the nonlinearities in the system. He goes on to st ale t hat significant improvement

in th e tension ranges can be obtained by using the Weibull dist ribution .

Computer applications of ~his method are usually written to solve this speci fic

problem and thus allow more versatility on the pa.rt of the person deriving the

equa tions.



Chapter 4

Dimensionless Analysis of a
Catenary

The first step in developing an exper iment is to det erm ine what is to be measured

and the parameters that affect the experiment. Dimensional analysis can show

ways in which the parameters can be grouped together . The d imensionless equa­

t ion is derived here for a n oscillati ng catenary system an d then the groups in it

a rc compared to the dimensionless grollpS found by other experimenters.

4 .1 Definition of Physical Paramet ers

The parameters necessary to describe the syste m can be d ivided into th ree groups .

The first group consists of the quantity to be measured in the experiment. The

second group contains the input parameters for the ~xperiment . The last group

holds the parameters describing properties of the system.

In this experiment the quant ity that is to be measured is th e tension, T, in

the cab le. Since the tension is changing along t he length or the chain , a position

for the tension measu reme nt must be chosen. Th e two logical places to measure

tensio n are at eit her end or tl-echain. Th e tensions at the bottom are or int erest

21



22

to those designing anchor systems. In t his experiment the forces that the chain

would exert on an object arc impor tant so tension is measu red at the top.

The input parameter s describe the initial condit ions of t he system and the

forcing function that will move t he top end of the chain. The initial conditions

consists of the scope of the chain S, the depth of water /I and the angle of

inclination the line of actio n makes with t he water, e. Although the stalic tension

or pre-tension is an important consideration it is not included here because it is

set once the scope and depth of water are set.

To describe the forcing function t hat acts on the cable end, two parameters

are needed. First , the frequency at which the oscillation occurs, w, is important.

Second the amplitude of the oscillation, fl , is important. Since the o9cHlation is

assumed to be a pure sinusoid, the ampli tude can beeithe r a velocity amplitude

or a displacement amplitude . Once one is fixed, the other is set. In this case

displacement is chosen because it gives a bett er physical unders tanding of the

model.

Th e system parameters describe various properties of the physical set up. For

the fluid, the import ant properti es are t he viscosity, p , an d the density, P" For

the cable the descript ive parameters are a measure of the mass of the chain, m~,

and the effective Young's modulus, E. The measure of th e mass of the chain is

defined 113 the density of the chain materi al minus the fluid density. Thus m, is

seen to have the same units as density but is modified to account for buoyancy.

E is called th e effective Young' s modulus because it is not the Young's modulus

of the material but th e slope of the st ress st rain curve for t he whole chain.

A final proper ty of the chain that must be described is its drag, Subara. et al
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Figure ·1.1: Parameters for the catenary mooring system

(HlSl) II sl~ d for t heir pnrnmeter the diamet er of a cylinder D, having the sa me

volume as the chniupnrnmcrer . T his quan tity ls just to t,ive a characteristic length

to the chnin. A last phr~k.,l parameter that must be included is the gra vitational

accelerat ion. 9. Figurl'·1.1 shows the~ (: variables.

4.2 Derivation of the Dimensionless Equation

Note that under till' pl'Op l'l"til " ~ of the cable, 110 account was made of the bending

s t i l rl1l~~s . Th is is fon~i s l t·ll l. wit II tlu- ca tenary analy sis which assumes tllll.t t he

IWlIlling swrn('Ss of t ill' cable is 7.1'1"0.

TIll'SC pnrnructcrs form the functionul relatton fO T the system. To start the

derivation of the funct ional relation. the tension is assumed to be a function of

t hl' ot her propert ies:



T = ¢J{P/ll-l ,m.,E, D,S,ll,9,R,w. O} .

2.

(U)

Th e quanti ty 0 is already dimens ionless and th us may be left out of the Ma lysis

for now. Including T in the expression on the right ha nd side o f Equatio n 4.1 and

reordering this exp ression the following is obtained.

4J{Pf .m. ,/l, E ,T,9,w, n,D,II ,S} =0 (4.2)

To allow the greatest amount of control in deriving t he fun ct ional expression,

the method of synthesis with linear proporlionalitics is used by Sharp (1981).

Either t he fluid density or the mod ified cab le density is used to cancel the mMs

dimensions where they appear. T he parameters that have units of mass in them

are P, E and T. /I is divid ed by PI to get /I and E and T arc di vided by m., Also,

m. is divided by pt -

' { II, !l, !...,g'r..J,S,D . ll. R,~} = o.
me m. PI

(4.3)

Linear propo rtions are created from the first five para meters /I , E/m~, T/m.,l.J an d

g, the rest already having dimensions of length except for the term m ./P l which

is dimensionless and,like 0, willbe left out From the analysis Ior now. It i. noted

that E has the same un its as press ure and T is a force. All th e possible linear

proportions are listed below .

{.'I' ,.!..., (L)'I' ,.!L,(".) 'n, (!.)'I',
gl/3 m.g m.g w2 w E
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T he five parameters should give 10 linear proport ions (4 + 3 + 2 + 1) but we

only have 9 beca use linear pmpor t ions can not he formed from the param eters I'

and T, From th e 9 group' only 4 are needed, however each of the variables must

be chosen at least once and they must all be interrelated.

A little art and instinct is needed here to select appropriat e groups althou gh

the groups selected can be compounded to form any of the non-selected groups.

However a good place to start is to select the term with T in it. Since T is the

quanti ty we arc interested in, only one term with it should be selected. We have

a choice of three but the term with T as a ratio of the tension to the weight of

th e cablc figures promine ntly in the stati c analysis. Thus the group {Tl mcg)t/3

is chosen.

Also, it would be most useful to have E in terms of prop erties of the cable so

Ejm c9 is chosen.

The forcing frequency is an impcTtant considera tion so it should appear in only

one factor. This gives a choice of selecting one of the following: 9/1.lJ' , (E/m.w)I/2,

(vjl.lJ)l/2 or (TjmcllJ,) I /~ . The terms with v and E are eliminated because they

arc not as relevan t to t he experiment as the othe r two ter ms.

It is possible t hat the term T jm.,4JJl could prove to be a very useful parameter,

however the ot her term is selected as 9/1.lJ2 because it is desirable to have T in

only one term.

The la.st ter m selected is v2/"J j 91/3 and it is chosen to provide the missing

param eter, v. Thus the list of linear proportio na Uties becomes :
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j v'" (T )'" ( E)'" , }
1 9 1/3 ' ;f~ • meg '-;;;i.Il,S, JI,D .

Now each ter m is divided by one of the four lengths to make the exp ression

dimensionless. Again, suitable select ions mus t be made tha t will allow useful

parameters to be formed. The term v2/3/g1/3 is the only term that has both the

fluid viscosity and density, 90 it would make sense that it should be divided by

the drag pa ramete r, D. The term (T/mcg) ncoda to be divided by three lengths

b make it dimensionless. Choosing the terms D211will give the ratio of tension

to t he mass of a length of chain equal to the dept h of the water . (Act ually, th e

term ditTers Crom this value by a factor of 1I'/4 , however constants , or lack of tbem

do not harm the validity of a dimensional analysis. ) The te rm El me9 needs to

be divided by only one lengt h to ma ke it dimensionless and S is chosen. It would

seem to make sense to have a parameter that contains both the amp litude of

motion and th e frequency, so glw~ is divided by R. Finally, the lengt h terms are

made dimensionless to give RI H, SI JI and DIS. Also, th e 8 term end the m./PI

are reintroduced into the equa tion to give:

T {V"' (E),RSD m, }
m.gD2J1 = ¢J gl/3D' m.gS ' w2R' D ' H ' S ' p;,9 . (U )

Several of the parameters in t his equat ion are familiar . The teaelcn term and

t he ratio 51H are used in the sta tic analysis. The term v2/3/g1/3D is a form

of the Fronde -Reynolds number. Also the term RI D ill similar to the Keulegan-

Ca rpenter numbe r.

Parnell and Hicks (1976) gave as t heir dimensionless parameten: PI I P. , TlmgL ,

CDLID,Elp.gL and U:lgL. All th e terms except for CDLID and U:/ gL ere
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found ill equatlc n 404 . Co LID is not t here because of the way that the draa

i ~ defined (Cu is .a measure of t he drag) and U:/gL is DOt. t here because the

experiment is based on the dil pluement amp litude not the velocity amplit ude,

Suha ra ct aJ (1981) have M their par&mclers UlX. ITHO. Z.. I D~ and Z...w2 /g.

T he first paramete r listed is just a measure of the Ita l ic tension. T he terms Z...!Dc

am! Z...wllg can be found in eq ua tion 4.4 except. tha t the amp lit ude of the forcin g

Iuucticn is used instead of Z... which is t he motion of the center of gravity of the

chain. gl w2R is very similar to the a term used by Suhafa.

4.2.1 Dimen sion al Analysis Using a Velocity Amplitude

As Wa.:I ment ioned in the previous section the forcing funct ion can begiven in terms

of a velocity amp liLudeu well as oil displacement amp litude. It is interesti ng to

repeat the dimensional analysis of u~ary using t his. The equation for te Dlioo

is now as shown below.

(U)

TIn: initial pa rt of the analysis is carr ied out exactl y as before . Th is giVe:! th e

equat ion as sllown below.

•{ ., .§.. , I.. , g. ". V. S. D, H,~} =O.
m~ m, PI

(4.6)

There arc now six variables from which linear proportions ca n be derived. The

six variab les should give 15 groups of linear proportions, however no groups can

be made from th e combinat ions II and T lind E and V &0 there ere act ually only

13 groups. These groups are listed below.
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{v," .s. (L)'" J... ("-)'" (!.)'" "- (...I-)'
gJ/3'm.g' m eg ' w" w ' E 'V ' m.V 1

!2,!::, (...£)" ',(...I-)"', (v'm,)"'}.
9 w meW' mew' E

T he sam e rules are used to select the param eters M before except this time five

groups are needed. Some of the groups are the same as in the previous method And

are still significant para mete rs so they are selected again. These are the groups

(Tlm.g) ln, (E lmcg) and g/",P. There are still two more groups to select, at least

one of which must contain 1/ and one V. There arc two group s tha t fulfill thi s

condi tion and are familiar. Th ese I\.I'C the group II/V (which can be developed into

a Reynolds numbe r) and the group V' j9 (which can be developed into a Froude

numbe r).

To complete the analy sis all lerms arc divided br one of the lengt hs in th e

system to obtain the dimensionless equat ion below.

T {VD ( E) 9 V' S Dm, }
m.gD2 H = ,p 7 ' m.gS 'w2R'DU'H,s,;?D . (4.7)

Th ere arc ot her groups th at can be found here tha t are familiar. Compounding

the group glw2 with V2/gand taking the square root willgive the Keulegen- Car ­

penter number. Combining the Reynolds number with the Keulegen-Carpent er

number will produce the frequency parameter, 1IIw~.

The an alysis based on the velocity amplitu de gives more of the numbers Iami­

lar to hydrodyna mics. However this is just because of the way that the forcing

Cunction is defined. It would be equall y possible and valid to repeat the analy .

sis using an acceleration ampli tude instead of the velocity amplitude but no new
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iwi,!;hu would be gained from th is exerci5e.

4 .3 Vali dation of t he M o del U sing t he Stat ic
C ase

As with many problema in hydrodynamics, it is difficul t to prove that the dimen-

sic nlcss equ ation derive d it indeed valid. However, a.n expression for the dynam ics

DC a catenary mooring system musl include t he parameters for the slatic system.

Thus, if a ll the tcrme th at contain informatio n about the dyna mics of th e syste m

arc set cqucl tc zero, the remaining terms must describe the static situation.

To start, examine equation 4.4. The most obvious terms that contain dynamic

information are the terms involving frequen cy of t he Cordn g function and the

amplitude DCthe mot ions. Thus t he term 9/W1Ris dropped from the equation.

Also since the re is no motion, th e viscosity o f the water is cot relevant . T he angle

0, t he ang le thaL the Corcingfunc~ion acts a~ is &Iso irrelevan t new. The diame ter

or the cable was imporLa.nt .u & dra& param eter alii was the rat io m,:!PI so they

can be removed. The removal or these exp ression, leaves the rollowing equMio n

tha~ descelbcs the tensio n in a. ,~&l.ic catenary,

(' .8)

Usual ly the catenary ie assumed to have infinite axia.l , t iffned so the te rm

Elm ,gS is ignored but in some case! (as in Collipp et al (1962)) it is included .

T hus the st atic tension is dependent upon the weight per unit length of cheiu and

the rati o SIll .

Looking at the c.1tena ry equat ion as shown in Chapte r 2. we find th at th is i.
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the case. This is not surprising, since we sta rted with this equation, however if

t his had not worked it would have pointed alit that there was somet hing wrong

with the theory.

4 .4 Sel ec t ion of the Experimental Parameters

From the functional equation (equation 4.4) three pa rameters were chosen to be

t he variables in the experiment. These paramete rs arc: T/m c9D'H,9 /W'R , and

o . Several notes should be made at th is time explaining why these paramete rs

were chosen and why others were not .

It might seem inappropriate to include the tension term ill this list since that

is what is to be measured, however this is due to the fact t hat the force tha t

we actual ly measure is a combina tion of t he static and dynamic force and one

of the par ameters that is varied is th e stat ic tension. T hese two Iorcee could be

separate d , however this serves no useful purpose since the dynamic tension that

we are int erested in is a combination of both .

Since the system willbe operat ing in wate r and since the constant 9 will not

change significantly, there is no need to cha nge the fluid prope rty II. Also, t he

materi al used to make the model chain is steel which is also the most common

material for commercial chains, thus the material prope rly m~ does not need to

be changed . This is also true to a certain extent for the Young's modulus of the

chain E. However , as E is defined as the Young's modulus for the whole chain,

the geometry of t he chain becomes important . Nonetheless, this W&8 considered II.

smal l effect in shallow water mooring and thus no at te mpt was made to model it .

This left the following parameters that were import ant to the experiment :
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1'/rnt:9D' 1l,g/w'ft, and 0 . To do a complete analy sis of the system, these pa­

rameters would need to be changed, one at a time , while the others remained

constant. However, this soon means that total number of tests needed is too large

to be accommodated. Thu s some limits had to be imposed.

From previous work it was found that frequency is the single most import ant

paramet er, thu s it must be va ried throug hout the tests. Also, the experiment

was illilially designed to examine response as the forcing function was applied at

various angles. Thus the angle t hat tbe linc of action makes wit h the water is

also importan t. Finally, Il8 ment ioned before, th e pre-tension in the chain was

changed.

With the experimental para meters selected, the experiment and the necessary

equipment could be designed.



Chapter 5

Experimental Work

The experime ntal port ion of the work had 118 its goal the measurement of tension

at the top end o f the chain, while the cha in underwent different forcing funct ions

with different pr e-tensions. Expe riment s look place between September 26 and

October 3 1990, in the wave/towing tank at Memoria l University of Newfoundland.

T he wave/ towing tank was selected because it provided the larges t depth of water

while hav ing sufficient length for the chain to be st retched c ut .

5.1 Equ ipment

T he main item of equipment needed for the tests was a de vice that could appl y a

forcing function to the top end of the cha in at different Ircq ucncice and at d ifferent

orient a tions in the vertica l plane. The forcing function had to be sinusoida l and

the device also had to be capable of suppo rting the chain ncar the wetc r and

attaching to the ca twalk. A schemat ic of the equipmcn t is shown in Figure 5.1.

Since this was a very specialized item of equipment, there Wall nothing suit able

readily availab le . Thus the appa ratus had to be des igned and built. Th e device

designed was a variation of a scotch yoke. A variab le speed electric molor rotalcd

32
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Fi/tllfC5.1: Overview or equipment for imposing II. forcing Iuuctlon on a cate na ry
tuooring system



:1-1

Rotating Pin

Yoke Meehanisn

Whee ls

RaiIs

The notor and the gears have been an itted in this
viev.

Figure ij.2: Side \'icw or Ute l.'l: llIipUlI!lIt

a disk on which was mounted a ll eccent ric pin. The yukll Il1ld 11 VI:l'tim.l ~llIt ill

which the pin would lit . Thl! pin WAS r ll 'l ' to IIlIlVll ill t Ill' vl·rt il·al " I.. t I.lIt IVI 'lll,1

force the yoke to follow ib horizontal motions (SI 'C Fil;lln! ;;.1). !Iuri7.11lltiJ ;111.1

vertical in this description mean r aralld and perpcndiculur tu tIll! I.mw plat",

The motor sekxted Icr 1I1(~ I!l(PI~rill\{:l1t was 1I In lip vMiah!l! SlO':!"! "l'!drk

or the gear reduce r WilS 10c II.1l.,,1t bll rolilt illg disk. TIll! 111I1J1111shafl W;L" sllJ>J", rL.:<1

by bearings at each end. The disk WitS madoor steel whil etbe posl (,f lIU l 1L'I.'it 'IIII.ly
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