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Absmd 

Schaal Dirrrim *3 wa multi-age clammm gmuping as an excellent leamiog 

rnuimommr Dwing th 1%20W rshml year. in -me to a ncsd expressed by b ~ t h  

whmlr and the Sehml bard to devciap policies on muld-age dueation Schml District 

=;established a comrmnee which - <ha& with d x  task of dmfing policies. 

guidelines. and pmcdvrer for mull;-age elammms in the Dirpin. This pmjecr is 

canuibibudng to the goals of h t  mmmim by providing a consire infomatiye - m e  

m multi-age cduearioo: thus. pnmcular aaentiw has been $"en w -mq the 

pranicn and policies d m ~ l o p d  by the Dimin cornmime. The pmja ' r  prima.)- 

audience is tsashm in the xhwl r  that arr -blirhine muld-age edmtion pmpms.  

The dam for this pmject urne collected chm@ fomp* r o w :  a eomp~hcnnve 

mtea of m-h en mulu-age educao'w dommmc analysis. r-. and obwrvarions 

and h e  pwd  exprnenccs of m e  author. Thc NIV- wm developed and cxecnted w 

rupplemenr rrrearch fmdinpr and the author'$ hrowlcdge gained hom muhing 

experience in a multi-ag rming. The resulci confum -h findings that muftiage 

eduwtlon is advan-ur w nudenrs and pmpmudepractical inform~~oneo-ing 

p r a ~ t i m  uwd in th =-up and ~ m m i o n  of multi-age ed-tim pro_-. This 

informanon =as vred in compiling The firablirhment o f 4 l u l f 1 ~  Educo!ton - Then 

and So*. a resmrcc from which whm ma). glean ideas to mdif?l and funher develop 

mulu-qe p m m  to metr the a& of their rtudmtr. 
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For m n n i a  e d m  bavc ~"pp led  with the quwiarn~f how bat m ed- 

mdmts. Many fzmrr mwt be considred w k n  addrrniog this question. A penicularly 

impoRant fmor. -ially in Nonh Ammican educadoa is h t  ofhow m p u p  mtdcnrr 

ro ma~imire their learning. Should mtdcnu ofshikabil i t ier  be p u p d  f0-r or 

should rmdmtr of mixed abilities bc p u p e d  rogctha? Should d e n r r  ofthe same agc 

be _mu@ together or should m d m u  of mixed-ages be p u p d  togetheR The 

i n d u n i o n  of rt. @ed Wrm duriog the 184Wsamured much debate on thc 1- 

qucmon. Goodlad and Anderson. ~ v o  vev  pmminat ed-om in thc nongraded 

movement during rhe mood half of the twentieth acnnuy. d e a n  iotrrcning d o g y  

b e w n  the d e d  r y e m  and Pmrmsm. a slmacm hom G m k  myhlogy. They 

explain h t :  

h k  myhology ?.rcllr ur of rt. -1 robber. hmc. (Le Smtcherl. 
m%en travellers sought his h o w  for 9hcltcr. they wm ticd onto an imn 
*ad. If rhc travellerwas rhoncr than the bed. Pmauner merchcd him 
out until he was thesame lmnhas the bed. lfhc war Ionem. his limbs- 
chopped affro d e  hlm Br. ?roc- rhapd both rhonand rall until thv 
*ere equnll? 10x18 and q d l y  dead. (Codlad & Andmah 1963. p. I) 

Goodlad and .Andemon (19631 continue to explain rhat: 

Ccnnin ume-honored pnetiea of pupil classification. while perhaps not 
k b l .  trap x h w l q e  m l l m  in much the r- fashionas Pro-' 
bedrmppdthe u o w .  These practices are mneomiwu of our&cd 
qnsm of school organization. F i m  acmain amount of p m w r  IS held 
robe -dad for a y x ' r  w o k  Thm the contern of the work is laid om 
uirhin the erade. m be . c o v e r d  and. m I0 dd-. 'manmd. Thc rlow arr 
pulled aod&ershcd to Bt the d c .  Somm&a b e e a w  their God-given 
limbs lack enough elasricir).. they me nonpmmoud' - lcfr &hind. 



wbm w l y  an& yea of mewhmg WII L the 6cL. lk quck 
a r c c o m p a u d d o d e o ~ e d m f i t I h e &  L n r r m r ~ l s a m l o a d q t  
! o a p c e b l s r I o u o l b a n r h C i r d o n c  (p I1 

.AIbW some educawn may- with the anslogyht Goodlod d Andemon 

makc. $he fa- remains lhat Newfoundlaod'~ -c w o n  *em is predominately 

W e d .  Tme brings chkges aod the rigid teachkg ~ C S S  of thegraded el-m 

have evolved Some of rhe c-I h e d u d o n  that arc e w e  of* multi- 

ape remng arc alra folmd in s ide grad= classroom. Nmrk le s s .  as Daniel and Tcrr). 

(19951 m e :  

h e m  u7ll sill k d  pm- on Job"". ro pan B n t m  worn I k 
hclptng mr-l urn- Rcadm won ! k hclpmg nn-I readers 
Brurhin d slam uon r k helolne nbllae3 and -old- studmu uon r be . -  - ~ - 

h e l ~ l ~  w rrudolrs to h o m e  more familiar with n nw cnvMmnsnt . - 
and new pmesm.  Children ruan'r have fie ooppommity w Isam and 
develop ar Iheirom rarn without rhe ma-prcwnt coo- b u r  paaing 
n p e n  @%I=. $p .  91 

E4"a?#g 

r t n r e i s a d d ~ f m z h i s p r o j m  Fithisprojemuarun&m&cn~~k 

rubmrned to rhc School o f h d u a r c  SNdies in panhi fulfilmmt of rhe ~ q u k m c n r s  for 

rhe d c v  o f M m  ofEdwatioo. A derailed explanarion of that c o w i ~ c ~  a project 

according to fie School of M u a t e  rndia w k rem in Append* A. 

Second this pmjen uar yndmakcn 10 provide Sebml D*CI ii3 wirh a 

handbook far their r-hm which would pm\ide: 

- ao hinorid overview of*= hc1Irdon of multi-agc *on 

- annuerr to commonly arM w o o s  abut mvlriagc e d u d o n  



- wavs of csommunicaing thebeconccpr of multi-age ed-on n, all 

sakeholden 

School Disrricr =j named a r e a c h e r - ~ d v  d m m  which woud auin 

teachers in the Board who are &inning U, adop a m u l t i w  educatiao pedqoa. The 

handbook developed for b i h i r  pja is mrmdcd ro supplement cxi- information which 

is prewdy available from Dimicr Office. 

Considering thar Schwl Dirnict Lj is rbs edvcadord for which thir 

pmjm was developd. panidar  anmtion has beeo given to ~ppaming thc privrieer and 

palicier that ~e under dcceI0pmmt k D W c f  .+ formultiqc claumoou ~n 81s 

~undicua~. 

Caution was e m  co e ~ m  that the needs of DLCI dj. which f irs  implnnmred 

multi-ag education v n d a  the fomer W a e m  Ln-vd Sehml B& in 1989. wm 

rddrcrscd in compiling the handbook for this p m j m  Cootinuour communi-on uas 

man& betwcrn me. as rbs developer efthe handbook. and School Dismiriet *j 

p m m e l .  to rha lhe Dimicr would be saristied with me md uEt. 

Thc Dimia was mlmneed m hauing mc pmdu-c the handbookas I had 

p e ~ n a l l ?  e~pc r imed  rhe initial implsmmration of multi-age education in my rehml. 

Dmbg thc frs -of implemenmtiou a of feacbs m q u l a r l y  10 share ideas 

and ra plan W o r d  lmia for heir m u l t i ~ e  cl-. This tern included me and a 

follon reacher on &who had mmplered enensivc @me work m the field ofmulti- 

q e  edtmtion and had expcrienoc teaching in the mdtilriaee -g. Om clasna,ms wm 



+ 
ride by ride which added convenime w oureollaboradve working reladomhip. Our 

working relatiowhip WBS well mblished prior w the ).car t h r  multi- ducation n-z 

muoduced in t h e p r h q  grade at OUT &I. One yearp"on'arro this. my mil- bad 

been mmstcmd to my school and we had mllabnavd emensivcly while teaching rinple 

&e one classes. Thu@ the m y  p1-g -om and mnverratiom w c o n d u d  

dmngthat pried. the c o w  of multi-+ educaeon @uallykamc a more familk 

one. This co l l ah t ivc  effort continued sr multi-age sl- were established inour 

xhool and cv01Nallg expanded to inclvde aoothcr multi-.getacher From a d y  

school. Both of thew working c o l l e w n  wm involved in the initial implnnenration d 

muln-ap education within School Dirrrier *j. 

In addition lo h a w  &% -0 ex-. my graduate p m p m  f o ~ d  m 

mulci-age education whenever pouible. Writing a Review ofthe Lit-- firth& my 

boaledge ofmulti-age edwarioh Developing the handbook for reachers dlowed me to 

combine idcar hom Ibis varieF of . o m s .  

It is norevorthy that School District f f j  views mug-age clanmom muping as an 

exeellent Isamin$ cnvimnmenr The D-ct has not mandated multi-* slaamam 

-goupin& hn cntainly has pmvidcd eneowagemmt and Nppon to schools and reashm 

uirhing to offa ir a anoption to md 10 scboo11 here declining enmllmcnts 

dictare combining more than one @e in atlas. D u h g  the 1999-20W nehool ?rear. ina 

rerponw to a need cxpmroi by schools and the S s h w  Board to develop polisieron 

mulriage education School Diroh '$5 d l i r b c d  acommi- which war w e d  with 

the rark of draftioe policies. er.euideIiner. and pmccdm formviti-qc c l a m w m  in the 
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Diimis This ruark w complcrcd in drah form at the cnd of the 1999-ZWO rhrnl3- 

(we Appendix B for Policies Guideliner imd MURI Emm School D h i m  '3 Multi- 

q c  Educadon Potip Handboak M ) .  As ofrhir midng it har ?ID be v o t e d  ID 

and appm~ed by the School B o d  for D i e m  #j. 

Ar pMlal fulfilment of the requiremats UI OM a M m n o f  Educadon dc- 

and UI complement rhe w h  of the cornmior l -d ro wdm&eas *project the tssl 

ofdeveloping a handbaok for teach- wbch would add 10 Ihc reso- nmently 

available. *I the rame timc -6wr pduv d e n t  Marie Hatcher. a p e d  UI develop a 

second separate handbook which would fONE on effemive p m e s  and ma1egics for 

mulo-age d-ooms. Both pmjcca were meant to condbure 10 the goals ofthe 

commrnee *nsc rtre). pmvidc mulbage & with ~ I t t i v b i ~ a d ~ ~  atom mmm 

~ t i c a  in the enablirhmar and aennionof multi-es slssnwms. me). alw, support 

the poliq handbmk which uar M e d  by the comminec. 

To develop t h e w  handbook w, that mc1 thc needs of exisring -hen. thc 

D ~ m o r  of the School Board agreed ro n NN~). of multi-age education m the Dirnisr It 

uss dw, -d that the --? would elicir thc information -Ed for both handbook. 

a t k r  thm have the same t e a c h  s w v d  mice. T!we m q r  w m  devclopcd: one 

for pnncipalr ahow r h w l s  offer multi-qc cdusauon one for multi-ap t-hm and 

one for -IS o f c h i l b  in multi- c l e w  t w t  Appodix C). Dming the 1%%2WO 

school >ear. the m q z  WCIC u n f  to fo(1schw11 in thc I d  Corner Bmok area who 

uere - multi-age pewee. Rcrulm fmm the he. w ~ e h  meal thc -dents' 
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"im on multi-age edyf~tion and EUmm p"im uwd by pninci* and fessherr 

involved in mulo-ap edusarioh - incorpaud a needed in both handboob. 

In addition m eondwrrnp the So-mtioned awe)n. d-ens p e m b b g  to 

inmucdoo pmdud b) rhc Depanmolr of Edueadoo ofNcwlolmdland and b b d o r  

11.e.. The Prima?./Eiiimcz? Lewis H d o o k  IDIof, and Lzoningro Lemnl and 

School D i n  33 I i e.. M d r t q e  COI"'~LLI Pmpess E U o n  Info-don For 

Parrnrr and the .Wulrz-op~ Educm'rmn Policy Hondboot I&@)) mre examined. 

Rcgardlerr of any changer to rh. drmi documents. the @cal infomation in the 

handbook developed for rhir pmjm dl1 mill be of bef i t  m w h m  who are teaching 1" 

multi-+ cl-oms m Dimcr $3. 'here war dra a eomprrhenrive =vie* of rhc 

rerearch on multi-age e d m o n .  The ovo -h quertiorv wbch q i d d  lhir rrvieu 

u-: 

! Zhnt a the hmo? behind multi-age eduwon? 

2. Z b r  ncps need to bc m b  to r u c d l y  enablirh mulu-ge education 

p m m ?  

Tramfembilhy 

Cla~noom t s h m  m mulu-are in Sehml Dimin*: arcthe i d e d  

u w n  of rhis pmjen These teachers ha%e -es ro a pwn~col lect ion of rno- on 

mulriqc cducitdon and a pmpm specialin with c m e n s i v c c ( ~  in ehir area They 

mill also be teaching m a who01 dirtrim in ihrch thm has bccn UY of multi-age 

pdngog since 1989. Thdom. there arc a number of w h c n  with en-ive 

expen-c t h e  ma)- draw V P ~ L  S ~ C  the H a d b m k  b e l o p d  forthis pmj- a e r  



such -. it may have Umited uw inorher rbool dkmiicrrtat lack rueh orpricnrr. 

expeldw and drrrourca. 

F o r k  PUTOW of I s  pmjm School WCI *Yr d&tioo of muln-age 

-mupins is uwb. I1 is d e w  in rh .Muind%~ fducdriii P o i i ~ ~ H m d b m k  ,dr& as 

followr: 

Mulo me Cononuow Ro-7 Ed-on -s a s l m m  mpmzaood 
mrm m wLch ctuldmn of ruo or mom age levels work logethn Ln 
&err c\ervdnr I- chrldrcn m- wth omok of all acer Thar l l v n  
are emichcd by the many cxpaimrrr me). ba;c a d  by i e  rela~ooships 
the? develop. Multi%c edudon  a n naawl and lo@cal mmsioo of 
childrms h- mvironmmtr Mu&-age ed-on in bsvd on a belief 

a"d ndwrclnl exprncnccr. 1p. 2 )  

k i e n  of me st& 

This is n collabomivc p m j ~ r  which m- the criteria csrablished by CaUlouo 

,1944) as Mion r a c a r r h w h i c h e h ~  6r  tio on of focused e R m  m'mpmve the 

qualie of the oqmizauon and i s  pformancc trhm. 'action')- (p.n. Ih fun 

collsboradon um wth D m i n  63'5 Primary Ro- Speciali loow retired) who 

rupponed and validated the need in rhe Board for ddinonal rerovrsa formulti-qe 

r-hm. Tk Ani- Dirrm01 o f b g r m a  for uimia X: appmed the de~elopmem 

of The f i r a b i ~ h m ~ n ~  of .Wvirrrg= Eduemion - Then rmdKor. v n  dm warned a 

c o r n n e e  wr up to draft a policy baDmook regding multi- education for Dimict *:. 
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/ d r ~ j l . ~ ~ h a d m b c m a d e ~ t h e ~ p a t i e i a ~ ~ i n t h i ~  

pmjen. The Fmgmm SpeeialiPt K-3. Mulri-age Cmtinuour acted sr a liaipoo 

b m e m  mc and the eomminee. The foUowbg ~ O U I Y ) ~  - d 10 colleef dam for 

this pmjen: ammphensive rrvicw ofrrremh onmulti-age e d d o n  doeurnem 

analysis, rwvs. and psnicipanr obwnarions and pmnal erperimse. ar a multiage 

reacher. 

Daolmemr Amlnis 

The PrimrnyIEIemmy Handbook(Dmf a d  Lemnhgro Lean documents 

pnaining w imsmuion. p m d h  by rhe Dspsmnenr for Newfoundland and Labrador. 

were examined. The .Multi-ore Educorion Poii? Hmdbook idrofrl for District ti3 war 

alro ~ m i n c d .  Che-1 Fox's eMLL!alh md self-aS%~~m~~~tml entitled School 

Pmprom St"& Guide ... 7'he .bluiri-sge C ~ L I T L I T L I T ~ ~ ~  A Ser/Sr@ I ~ ~ m m e n r  Far Schools 

and District it% information pamphlH for p-u rnti11ed Mulri-opc Ccdcd,iiuour 

Pmprers Educorion In /mot~on for P m m  were examined and used in the dcvelopmmr 

of survey for priocipalr. teaches and parents. 

Through collaboratian withanother &mate rtvdrnr rurvep for principals. 

r w c h o ~  and -rr involved in multi-age ed-tion m r d ~ e l o p e d  The purpose for 

conduedng thas nweg rvas to determine the opioioru o f p r i m l l .  teachers md 

parents inwlved in multi-agc cdmmon in D i d -  #3 and w learn o f h e  praetiea in 

place in local xhoolr whid, had a l d y e r r a b l i i  mulrikge prcgams. The r m  in 

Appeodii C wm dewloped fmm C h q l  Fox's Schwl P m r m  Study Guide ... T '  
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.Udti-oge Clmsrwm.4 S. l fSndy Immmenr For S c h b  and an informatiom pamphlet 

which had been developd by Dlsicr13 entided M u l 6 - 0 ~  Conrinvovr Pmgrcn 

E d u m o n  - lnfDmrron/or P m # L ( .  Upon qunt of the mmmime charged with the 

m k  ofdrafting a policy handbwk. the -cyr vhich wcrr developed am ineluded in the 

.UuIridpc E h r i o n  Policy Hoed3ook/&@) for S e b l  Dimict it3. 

The D d r  OFDimicr S. prminnl lk erc~utionofthe mmeys. Thm during 

the Spring 2000 the m e y r  WCR sent 10 ~OUIPC~OOIS h thc  inmediare Comer Bmk- 

where multi-% claamomr had bemmablirhed. The nwcrj werr s a t  lo only four 

rhoalr rarherrhan all Y~OOII in Diraicl U3 10 help e m m  they were completed by 

panicipanu involved with authentic mulri-age c l m o m s .  Infonnarioa gleaned h m  

thew r w -  war inmrpomted whso needed into this projen and inlo eke projjcsr 

developd bp the athchcr @me student. 

eylicin.nt - O k r r r r  

Although nor st p-nr teaching in a multiage rming. during the 1997.98 and 

the 1998-99 ~ h m l  years. I taught in a multi- clamom wich rrvdmtr rangiy in ap 

From sir to mvcn covering the omcomer designed For p d e r  one to r\w. I chow this 

role ovccrtle mlt of amulti-pde I-hn whm I -given a class made up of six and 

wvcn  yea^ old childrenand asked which approach I prrfemd 

Mp knowledge ofmulti-% education - baud on mnnp c o n d o r s  withwith 

Fellou Rasher who had experimcs rcaehiog m a multi-% wrring and bad complefed her 

pradua~e wok inrhihir arca .As welL 1 was able to mtlrrflct on and debate rhc mait ofthe 

topic ofmulti- dueation while mmplcting a-fc c o w  during chenrmmrrof 



10 

1997. During mywo yem ar a multi-rge regher. I mtLed dmclywith fellow & 

who wm exprriewd multi-age teaches. Thado~.  affa much mdy. mtldon  and 

=prim=. I view rnulti-nee W o g y  s s o d  and bdngrk w rk 

pmjecr 

Lirnit.tio!WDrlimitstiou of fbe Snmi 

The h d b o o t  The Lrrablilhmenr o f b f d t i a  Edvemiion - Then &.Vow. is 

intended ro rupplemcnt Dimicr :Yr gmwing mlleetioa of varied raower among which 

-arrh l i~andv idem~ineIudnLI~ i~oofmswrobeurdarar (anda lom 

document. 1s focus is limited ro p-ndng reachem with informadon upon uhieh they 

can build when nrablirhinp muiti-qe dus t ion  pmpms.  It is achwlcdped that this 

tield mill be -in%. a d  h t  %hm wiII med $0 be mn~yomb 1- if they 

uirh ro be cumnr in this pe@o=. 

Since Dimict *j \car thc cl iat  for whom the vlf-conlained handbook in C h a w  

l uu written. rhnr established crirena hsd w be m e  It is impomt to eshowledp that 

the Dinria did not -this pmjm to: 

critically annlyse rhe developrr'r m v c  orchallmgc mken for 

_-red arsumprions abour rnulti-age edwtion forthe p-w of 

corn- rnulti-age cl- ro ringle grade elarscs 

. critique Schwl Dimin *3'r M ~ l t i - ~  Eduearion Policy handbook (* 

Appndix BI 

. ad& dmiimaivc i w  ruch ar d g  impIications and regher 

evalupfioo 
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- address v i a l  d d o n  isue.  Neb ar slnaroom scheduling wirh 

implidom for both spedal W o o  snd multi-age whm and 

smdents m e  

OIE.~~.LMII of the P n i m  Darrimtiom 

Chaprer I @ver a briefdescription ofthe h e y  including its purpasc bacbImd 

i n f o d o n  oanrfcmbilit).. defmitian of r-. dnip ofthe sudy. limirarions. snd 

ourlines rhe argmintion of rhe p m j m  Chapter 2 dewrib the derign of rite -h 

d y .  Ir includes h e  m t s  ofthe nwe)l c x 4 .  Chapter 3 review+ Ihs -h 

litmoue relaud to Y s  W. It ourliner the h i n q k h b d  multi-qe duotion and 

F e n s  1-ingtheoria and -h which support multi-age condnuou. pm- 

duotion.  Chapter 4 is rhe hmdkmk which - developed for Yhir p m j m  Since it is 

designed for reacher me. rts style and prexnetion differ fmm rite fim rhrre eh-. 

Wlcn -nwd ro School Dimin #3 it will k in binder formnt. C h q e r  5 mnlai  a 

briefrummar)- of the pmjm and dirunion of the findings. 

Criteria far P n l s t  EvrlmaUon 

To complete m? 51- af Educarion p m m  in a way thar wuld provide 

-~i- lcsmin~rm~mppommitis. I ehosc k pmjec%mu(t {ye A-dix A fm 

description o fapmjm~.  The pmjm required me m sbmit rite mmplnsd ~OUICL 

namely a handbook -tcd -ifidly for School Dimin l;. as wdl sr a rrpon 

This repan should k evaluated not I them tUt & ari a %mitten aCEDYnt of 

-h used to neate the bd pmdw which b the tmdtmli To be judged succeaW. 

it m ~ n  m m  the q u k m e n t s  rdpuId b rite WSL Tbe rrpat is nor in- 
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the~forr, ro be ac~mprehersiw M o n  of muld-age edmdon mchas would be 

found in a rhds. Inncab it is Be  conceptual fiammrl dnrum to tk 

Hmdbaok. Aldmugh ir h compmMvc  in Be  mpic artas it coym.  it is L'ited to the 

topin ro be c o d  wi th ink  Handbmk which was so"y4uu)tlydcveioped. 



cb.ptrr 2 

Project ~ e r @  md smwy b u m  

The pMciplc of-h uwd in completion ofthis pmjm was 1itemm-c 

=vier and nwey  -h. The litname review provided the overview ofmulti-age 

education iu  devclopmcnland rhe painem information qldred by educators 

rndeavouing to oebl i+h multi-age el-I in mc i r~hook .  The infoot ioninthe 

handbook is p-ml as a resource for -hen inrrrrned in& nablkhmenr of multi- 

q c  education cl-. 

Thnc was an idmrificd need in Scbool D W D  tt3 for r rrrource which could be 

wd by educators uancing to enablirh multi-age education p m w .  .As pan oftkc 

pmjeer. and uirh rhe coo-tion and involvemat of lhc Sehool Dimice pMcipalr 

leacherr and -0 involved in multi-age education in the i d a r c  Comer Bmk-  

were sunqed.  Wonnation @eml by the w e y  wiu uwd in the preparation tifrhc 

handbwb. R~o@idng hat meeting the needs ofbashen in n r h  an- is an ~ngoing 

pmccrs. rhir handbook project pmvidcs a L m d d o n  and gives widclines fordirectinu 

lo follow when w i n g  up multi-ap sducarion pm-. In m o i t i o n  of the changing 

needs of reachers and mdcnu. constanr revision will be necerwr)r. Thur rhc handbook 

IS ~nrended m be uwd as a rerovrcc tha pmvidn a fomddon on which educators can 

build u h m  arablkhhg mulri-age edueadan pmpams. 

Thr Smrvor Samoh 

Four w h m k  offering mult iwedust ioo slaues d d g t h c  1999-2WO ~ h m l  

:rar in rhc immediav Co- Bmak area u r n  wlcnsda. rurve). uninp. Thew four 

*em ulered mtkm h a l l  xhook in Dirrrict d j  M c e  it WBS imm- m e ~ i ~  hat 
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<he ~ C V J  wne completed bypsnicipann involved with anbmric multi-age clasrmmr. 

S U N M  MIC sent ro the prineipl of cash school and alw givm to each teacher in each 

school who wzs c m d y  =h&g in a multi-age su ing  Each t d a  war asked to 

randomly choose parmrs ra whom to $ve acopyof the S w q  for P-ts. 

The higkhm -rise to rhc lvrveyr came Imm the principals. Thrc. ourof taut 

of the principalr surveyed eomplcrcd and reNmcd their-. Five 0 t h  diem 

m h m  smv& completed and mured their m y  and fitken of the vhiay-rke 

parent r w e ) 3  w m  complercd wd m m e d  Since each teachrrwzs SM to mdomly 

d m  three parents to whom ID eive a-cy. it i r p  

who compicred rhc w c y  Ih-Iver dirrribbrcd the J- to p m. The lack of 

rerponsc ma? be conrributed ro the tiriming of the surveys which we= adminkmd late in 

the rpnns 2001. 

D." coUalia,, .,,d Aa.hni. 

.As an ~)~prr iemed teacher of a multiagc elaa in a who01 which had. unofficially. 

been deemed a 'Ccnm for Multi-age Education'. I brought ob-tion. and insights on 

multi-age educarion. That howledge basz was broadened by the Iiremwe reviw. The 

litm- mm\- and document analyts. plus my awn insights allaursd me lo develop the 

r m e x -  wing Fox'= evalwuon and relf-asesmnnual mtitledSchoa1 P-m 

Gude .. The .Uu(ri-oge Claymom I( Se(fSm& Immrnnt For Shoals which wnr 

ro prineipk. vaehm and parents involved in mul t i -+geed~on  in Disrria #3. Thcnc 

rur\;evr w- jointly developed and -& with my fellow p i w e  sn&m w&bgm 

thc mod pmjecc for Dimiet *;. 
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T k  surveys far pdnsipals. rsvhcn and paremp raught di€&es infDrmadon. 

The -eyf~rprincipak fd on p m d u m  for initial n-upof multi-as pm-. 

The srw for mhm mainly fmuacd on the E* thararmr w ~ h i n g  &ces 

when r e a c h  -itch from whing a a e  mde E I ~  w teachinpa multi- ~1~15 .  

The m e ) .  for parents f d  on the -mu pnsperivcr on multi-age educdoo on= 

theirchildrcn havebeen prt of a multi-age class. 

While the -7 for each ~ u p  d i f f m n ~  all in the mmner by 

as!&. the -dent ro complcrc the following table by indialing ifthey view tbev 

eharaEtcrisdcr ofmulti-ap c b m s  as adadan- o rd idmtagc r .  Space war 

pmlidd for -"dents re inslude additional admmges or didvanrages 

Table l 

Sun.ev ltcmr Concernins Muhi-aee Edwntion 

Admtagc D i d v a n w e  

Children of different ages and abilidcr I- together. 

Child- m y  uith &e -F -her for mom than one 
?car. 

Children are familk with the mmvtiner ofthe h e n  
at th-  be^-. ora X ~ W I  W. 

Siblinp are m c o m g d  w I- rogethninrhc s m c  
clasmom. 

Bc- grade Cml bowdark M blumd. 
learnin. b norcoa6ned to pad= level expetatiom. 

In rhc wcond or dud par of s rnulu-age clammm. 
chrldrrn h \ c  opprmrmun lu be leadmad -can 
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Smrvor R@s,,lt. 

.h with the dam colleedonmhiqua uwd in this nud~. the -la of the smm 

of principals reach- and -rr ar. prrwmcd -1v here. H o w w .  whrn laLcn 

tognhcr. \re get a more complne undc-ding o f k  pmcptionr ofmulti-age 

c l a a m M .  

Ibc Primb.lr' Resooara 

.All k e e  ofthe principab are v~ Nppordve of multi-age edudon .  al l  view 

rhc ckaclerinicr ofmulti-qs conrinvovr elarnoomr which listed on each o f k  

r m q r  developed ar king ad\an-ur to d e n t  Icamhg. One principal view it as 

advmmgeous that multi-age clasw an rc  more fmlu on nmiculvm outmmn than 

m l i i  anurtchmh. . 4 M k  -pal mted an additiwml advm8p rhat the 

d c n u  m mult iqe el- displp a m t e r  lol-ce f o r d i h c n  and are morc 

cwpmi\c.  Thnc uas only one disad%anqe sated on the surveys received Fmm the 

ptirincxpalr: that 1s. r is d i d v a n ~ c o u r  ro m d m u  who leave the whaol before t h e  

complete the p m .  apccially ifthox students have not been given the o p p n m i p  to 

bc mon@ the olden m the =I=. 

Bbrn quurioned uhl their rchaolr dccided ro implnnmt multi-age cl-. o m  

pnncipd -odd lbar "mult iw clarse5 have s- d-n and the clcment of 

choice should k available for -IS' .*nother pnncipd sated that thc d m 1  decided 

lo ~mplcmenr it rimpl? baause rhe?- l i i  the philosophy behind i r  Two of the pMci+ 

ui~o -ndedalw, mmtioned Bar multi-qe elarws help r o n d e d ~  the 'numberi' 

munch-. bm that t h q  w a broader value in multi-qc p u p i n s  
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The Tnrhen' R a w -  

A s d i d t h e ~ " ~ n w e y d c r e a c h m v h o - o d c d & ~ r e d ~  

they vlew the h e h a r m d ~ ~  of multi-age condouaur p m p w  cls~rrooms ar king 

adrantageour w mdmz leaning. T w  our of five reasher-ndemszddd BS M 

additional advantag rharrsh  September chq hev already familiar wim abourbalf of 

their studens. One our of five l i d  an a d d i t i d  advantage ar beingthe fact that 

reaching in a multi-qc class require reachers w be familiarwith a bmad range of 

outcomes. r a k h  jm one gndc lwel. The -ndms to rhetesshanww 

ccnduned indi~ated rhar c-hm conlinuc w w m m  o f W m &  10 the m e  

deper  or more offen when they change horn being= rind= grade cl-om reacher lo a 

multi-agc e l aamm teacher. None ruddenly beeanto empIoycompI~Iy new methodr. 

This finding is dixuued in Ihc srtion. -WII I have to change my teaching methods? in 

rhc bandtook developed for U s  pmjecr. 

Teachen who renpanded to the mmq gave the following suggestions for reashen 

rho  sr. considering reaching a multi-age class: 

mJk wim rcschm. d e n s  and parens involved in multi-qc education 

pmprnms 

vidr a multi-% clars thar is already in p m w  

. reman& rhar 7he mlc ofany &er b to take each individual child 

hmwhcrcrhe).nrrroarfararrhevongoioall-' 

The following arc mivitin wluchvasbcn who respndsd w the m y  fd 

panicvlarly rucsnsful in thcirclnrra: 
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- ~ I h e & i l y a g m & ~ t h e s M m u  

giving children -0dbilitier 

. ha"ing dming time d- class meabgs 

hnvinga-RsadingChaL'whmone&~padqsi~~~Mdabaok~o 

the hesass 

Thc rsachm m ~ c d  also indicated !tathem had been P muld-agechat p u p  

ahich pmiowly had met o ~ c  a monk bm mmndy therr is w multi-age peruppat group 

organized edin rhc -di CO- B m k  zrea 

The Pa-O' Rnmasa 

Fo- om of fitken drhe parents mrvcycd viewed the following four 

chancrerinier of mulr iqe continuow pro- e l a s m o m  lisred on esch of the -ys 

lie\doW as advmws: 

I. Childrm of diffmnr agu and abilities Isam tosether. 

1. Children m y  with the BM I e a c k  for more chm ODE y e a .  

I. Children are familiaruilh the mudnu of rhe cl-m at the kg inn i a  of 

a ncu- r h rn l>W.  

4. B-UY &adc levels are bl& childrrn'r laming is not 

eonfiKd to grade level a r ~ m u o l u .  

Ten our of fh view Ihc fan that siblings src encoma@ to 1- topthe in 

he same c l a s m m  ar an advanqc. .All of the parmu who rcspmdcd VIOU it as m 

3d\anmgc lhar m the wcond or rhird >earof= multi-age clla-a children have the 
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opwmritiri to k \cadem imd m m w .  The following are additional a d w e r  

d-bed e some parem-ndenm: 

. more time is &en uith children drrn.ho M not at e g m &  Iwcl 

- mliuedmc+se 

. uruallyarmallRcl?ss 

The follouwg are d e M i  as diradMOBga by Yrme parent -r,d".Ts: 

- Be o l d n c h i l h  do we nrme Rplitioa in curriculum 

nvo yarr is the maximm =child rhoufd have a teacher beeallpc the: 

beeornc v w  arrached m lhem 

. indiddunl desks arc ooc wb children sining ar rablo with fire children 

pa table cam problemr with ehildrm ooc paying -tion 

rrudenn in multi-age claver -c go 01s for help: the teacher is 

apexed m gve Be emahclp and mon of Be m e  her do not have time 

to do it 

P- indicated tk fdllowie reasons for Wdec inon  to pur t k l r  child inn 

multi-qc class: 

- children kncu the teacher 

. I h a e i ~ r m a l l ~ ~ ~ a r e  

children M intmduccd earl?, to cmcem abwe parental apctationr 

. older childreo develop Bey Icadmhip skills 

older srudmm eao hclp Be youngercroller when mcdcd. 

- th sadem had alrrad?, m n  wkh rvfcar in a multi- claa. 
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~ l e a m a t m e i r o w p ~ c e a n d - a a h S d o f ~ & I e v e I i n  

arearwbererbcvorcel 

- iris ehaUm&g fmthe hcchilb 

. a relaxed armaphne is oh& in multi-ap slarmoom 

. their child uould have & hcrame teshff for m m  b one year 

om -r bad m choice they R I ~  

Of the p-IS wba -ndd w the survey dghtom of Been said rhat they 

would prcfnro k q  their child in in multiqe cLw. forno111 of fifteen ddthey muld 

prefer wr ro keep their child in a multi-age ~Iau: and om of wm undecided 

Thc followins M Nggertionr fmm -IS for rchmlr h a r e  eonridering 

xntns up a multi-we clan: 

elau sire mun be k e p  d l  

- teachers assipled lo tesh i! multi-age clan should be ruppanive of multi- 

ws 
- -U "cod w have am otimtnion lo muln-ageeduaoon 

- carcncs&tobedmloe-h&~~kar r i@udlo -h& 

multi-qe elau will rnnain in ,hi* parition m h f f h  ofrm ch.n*& 

-hers 

- w b e n c ~ r r i r e i s w r i r r b o u l d b e k c p c ~ ~ o I ~ w  

- ehildrm should not be randomly * I d  

- muldqe mun be q n c d  for & benefit of ?he d e n t s .  not for 

a l l d o a  
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- ~ h e r r a u i p n d t o r e g h r n u l t i ~ c l n s r r n m t w e ~ h t h i s a w  

&!muY 

Thc rrreareh k d i n g  fmn rhe micar of&+ herrwash limanm. nwe?r d m .  

and Lnouldgc gained fmm pmod albsa-mioo. d orpnicase as *multi-age teacher 

are rhs foundation of the Handbook dcvelopd forthis project. All ofthese r o w  

mofum rhar multiqc d d o n  (pmiou~ly loM- as nongnded education) doa indeed 

have a gmup ofruppormr. 



Chaparl - *fIhe Lamrnrr 

.As he title ofrhc h a o d k d  indiCB16. this project b comered with a birmrid 

Imk ar &c hcerrabiishmcm of multi-- educadan and a h  at hoar multi-qc c l a s s  are 

being srrablirhed cumntl?. Themfore. an memivc review of -h tiraanm relalcd 

lo &c mablirhmcmt of multi-age Edu~ation was mndmed h&c& of the 

lirnawe. however, Be rerm non@ is o h  lued when examkhg he h i s r o ~  of 

multi-age education since multi-age builds on he n o n w  m w c m m ~  

In wsrion ooc of the revim of the litemwethe history of then* 

cl-m and he hcevolmion of mulri-qcdudomwill be examined. Seelion nvo mill 

mmmc iilc.unin_e heorin and -h ruppnr multi-age eduEadon. 

Hirraw o f  Mmhi-age Edowtiom 

E.-rning rhc histor). of multi-age edwdtion er.rai11 I number of themes. This 

chapter %ill ad& Be follauing major hemcs: 

- Early Mulri-qe Groupimp 

- Tae Gnded S y x m  

- Tk tntl-ce oflohn D~M)- 

The tntlw116t of Maria Mon-ti 

- The Ondtoam School 

The Family Grouping Model 

- The Lnflwm of John W l a d  and Rokn Andmoo 

T a e D e m i t h o ~  

The C d a n  Scene 



C h  compiled a f m d e m  of Vnriow a p  have exhd rim the be@niq of 

the ed-tiooal w e m .  T+%ilc rhir may be the ody &mcmktic they hahave in c o m a  

k o m c r  evidmrtbnr the bmefits of multi-age pup- have bcm ~mm many 

tmplrrnmred mtil the m ~ d  18004. Chaw & Dan (1994). ci* P b c k  S W n . s  w r k  

1 19901. mmmma how multi-age group& have long exhd in which - - i~ 
ComEnius rvgemed muhiage pupiogr ro chat .om pupil  re^^ ar an 
example and a nimvivs for motherrr (p. 12). Shmmnalw, daummts the 
ideals and hinorim of pmwr ivc  = h i s  b d  on the muhi-age 
concepts. which works for childrm and adults aWrc. Among the 
pmgerare rchaols be devribes are rhc Quincy S c h l r  ofthc 1870s. i. 
uhich individuali~ was thc rvnem: the Momlight Schmlr in m. 
r h m  m d m s  w e d  as .mmcmn &the 11ogam 'Each one rcash 
0°K. and the Highlander Folk Schml in Tmne.szc. * d m r m b a r  
w m  inrrmered to reach by dcmommmg their capacity 10 I-. lp. 4)  

Acmrdiq D Moen (n. d.1 the hmor?.ofmulti-qe education - back D uu iacdmn:  

The earl? J- d-lopd w h l s  for boys hm s* D mn and 
mughr ihem in the wpower .  In ansicm Greece, -me born. - 7-18 
wrc brought rognhsr6 &we physical and men& &h <medied 
t r d e  wilds. m d e m  mdied with their mchcn until they &re wd?. D 
be on heir o m  Some would 'nil rhdr qpemicnhip -r OM 
m i 8  take longcrume Each war conridmd as gaod ar the & who 
M &t him. h the monanrner of the 15004. .a s h e e n  "ear old snda - -~ 

nx ycaFold likclyco be -ed tidc bv tide in the ramicIsasa 
I L o w  & Shane. 1993). Ourdien&crican whmls werr multi. 
&. ne\. mclvded all the c h d h  of the village. h m  ages 6 D 16. 



E m  the shoo1 mmns of 25 to 50 )rean ago goomind children o f  a wide 
variqof ages with jm am -her. 

It wac not omdl the 1840s that the grad4 dmrmrn to 
appear in thc United Stam. This was @.ern noted cdmmr  and 
narcrman Ho- Mano. bmughcthe idea fmm Rvuia and Mplemsoted 
i t  i n  Masrach-. I t  became Ihe common-school sysem. (p. I )  

v 
With ruch a long hinor! ofoongradnl c l ~ m r  om may question why the 

g d c d  rwrem war adopted. Daniel & Tnry (1995) a v i d =  one explanation: 

L il susseaed h o n e  masor) thar madedoes bmm m~ulm w the 

-le d m  followng anr moIher m Inel. of dlficulty ( k m  & 
HunXucr 1193 1 Elom1 11992) wnln Ihatat fun the ~mplrmrnlartonof 
~ a n v  made elassmoms -tcd c h l k  bm dtd not r-tc h e  tdes o f  
wr wnob ofamc ma elas followed by ommotron or menuon . . 
Houever long i t  rook ro move ro Ihe next claw. d e n s  advanced only 
when rhey were rcady. (p. 7) 

Yoen (IL d.1 r e d s  lhar thcre may beothcl masons as well: 

Many thouat ht t  harrhir war an --. .assembly line' way ofedmting 
children. 'It wac believed hat children I-sd b m  by mmaridog m 
m a l l  m u p r  organized according ro ability' (LongSzecL n AI.. 1993. 
p.10) and dividing them according to age made i t  earier. Wdtn a desade. 
Y--s id- wm b c q  widely -14. Legislation follawcd 
wuldardizimg agc o f m m  and establishing sequential &e levels and 
c-cdb (p.11 

Tachm. School O R i c m  P-tJ. and Othm 1187T). qumcnts for the admmges of 

the gadndcd rv- were advanced: 

The ad-mges o f  be g d d  -em haw bccn thus enumerated: (1) They 
economize the labour of -lion: 12) T k y  redwe the heeast o f  
lmmuctroa rtocc a smaller n m k  o l r m h m  arc q d  ~OI~K~CUVC 
u o r l  an a clautfied ur whool. 0 1  They make Ihc #nsmmlon mom 
cffrmuc tnannwh as Ihe teach- un mom rcadrly hrar the I m a m  oot h e  



emre clau tbm of rhe pvpllo m l y .  and rhur t h e  wll be h n  
oppommm, for aenral tmchnp. esplmanon dnU ets- (4) Thsy fnclltau 
p m d  coucrmnm and d u s k ~ l m  bsaurc all nmth are k m  m d d  

9 1  e o m d g  busy. (5 )  Thsy &ord a bsnnmeanr of i nd ingpq ib  to 
md-. by pmmocing &r ambitioll ro n;~el .  a~thm is a 
co-r eompnition among the pwib of a clsu. which~anoor exin when 
the ppuilil. ars h e f e d  qmraely (p.3). (Miller. 1967. p. 2) 

With such advanrages king widely acsepred it is met svrpririmg graded 

enem quiclly beam* very we11 eaablisbsd d is still nr)r pmmines in Be rwmty- 

f i rs  -MY. However. it had and d l  hrr critics. It h inrertsdng m nore dm as fat 

back ar 1877 following rhe l i i  of& adadvanrage. of the pdd system q w t d  

above fmm The Cvclodia of Eduearion: A Dido- ofInfarmation for the Ure d 

T-hm. Schml OIlicm. Parents. and Drhm (1877). the ourhorn aclmowMg rhar 

"Man). objmtions have brrn urged a g i m  the wtm of & xhwlr. chief among 

ohich is that the inr- of rhe indiddvnl pupil arso€tensamifiad ro those of the many. 

rhe individvnl king merged in the -'(Miller. 1%7. p. 7). Miller ll%n is concerned 

Cmt the graded munurr a no longer appropriate but is remind by tradition: 

One can vnd-d how the graded movonmc d e d  an impm-nr in 
insmaion in the lann half of rhc nineumth - m y  and imo the nvsmhh 
cent* But ar u, oern happns. yesterday's hcarra" bemm lodav r 
dorma Khan uar rppmpnatc m the mneremth -rur\ for rndu~tn 
ammlom. and cducauon nu Ion- suffices E~monc  a m r .  bur !he 
mills ofthe g& mnd slowly. 6 p m  ooc-s hkweh om thing to 
c i i i  ro antiquated m- h mothe  ( M i l l e  1967. p. 3) 

The well hm educator. John he?.. also critiqued & pdd Deum. 

fell rhar rhe x h w b  in & 1930r needed ro bt-'Etemed from their idexible mnaived 
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subject ma tmmatm... and p u p i n p "  Ween n. d.. p. I). h M a s  early as 1897. Dewey 

wmtc 'My Pedagogic Creed" in which he Said 

In rum 1 believe rhar &individual and vrisry is anorganic mion of 
individuals. I f w e e ~ r h r a d a l  factnfinnthefhi ldwem Iefl 
only wim an ab-tion: if we eliminate the individual famm h m  socim,. 
we are left onlywihan inm and lifeless ~ B I I .  Educarioa tbmforc mun 

Evidently. many of Lh@r beliefs in education are deeted in multi-age 

e l a sco rn  where the inr- and uniq- o f c h i l h  are nrogniad in a sommuniry 

rcning where children mn-r witk various p u p s  and whm m k  Bc individual 

pmgess of ?heir students nn only in academic iocar but also in psychelogical and racial 

The Iatlucmrc of Marla Momtessarl 

Some of Be main eh~~-dctcrinier of m u l t i - a g c s l ~ m s  aredm ebmmerinin 

six conunmrs. They w r e  n a n d  by Maria Mont-ri who w born in 1870 and d i d  in 

1952. .A m e d i d  doctor and pmvcd educator. she S o m p d r e d  on rh goal of 

have many u q u e  ~ L n i ~ n .  h e  Imderlying philosophy is rimilarto h t  of multi- 

age p r o m .  h fact Maria Merit-ti. in hmdbtier. l m k d  k t  ypon her tif5.1 

uork and prewnrcd the e r w m  ofher idau in aa overview. T h e  main baa which 

in her overview arc -fed in the Follow+ag ~ - m m q  



27 

Hmmn dsvclo-t d o 6  not O E M  in a m. linsar aumt bla in a 
wries o f  f 0 ~ v c  planer. 

The mmplm development o f h m  Mqs is made-blc by 
rheirmdmeia to c- tmivmal actions in relaxiom m &e e n v i m ~ l a r  
Inredon  wirh Ihcenvimnmcnr h moa pmduetive in- of the 
i nd i v idd r  develapmo~r when if is islf~fho- aod founded up011 

individual in-. 1 Lillard pp. M) 

Ivrr ar mult iqe pm- may include children of- or mom diffrmuages ro 

do pm- in Montesoti ~ h a a l s  M O M  firmly b e l i d  in &e merit of 

combiningehildrer~efvario~~~es h t o o n e c 1 ~  In factasLiUard(l996) norcr 

Monrmoti raw muld-age grouping as &e preferred model ofcl-m grouping 

F c m  t i  uc had o m  a Lo-d chldrm and s palace for a school. I uovld 
nlll hnk 01 ad~~rablc lo keep ragcrhnchrldrm unL an igedlffornrc of  
t h e  "can Thc combmanon of vanous - of the chldrm 3 

L i l l d  11%) a p e s  forlhir grouping m a h d  

The i n d i m  learning h c  OECM among children is a primam m n  for 
m la cine o f  children ofdiffmnt ren in one envim-~. The wunem . - 
duidr;n are pmnrced madc~s for more ma- behaviour ~han he)' 
rhemwlvcs arc capable of performins The older children have 
vppmuutnn to dc,clop rhcn polenual for lcadmhrp and ~ s l l  
rnponrrbtltn T h ~ s  m & m  leamngocrm ,n Ulc ~nrc. lcmd m a r  ucll 
'I omeir cluldren 00-e h e  oldn chrldren rrork wrh marnals hhal Le\  
mill &in f~m. ~ ~ d e r c h i ~ h n  spomcous~y help b e  wungero& 
ulrh material5 h t  have already becn inrmduced ID LC ~oungererhrldrm 
but whch t h e  have nor ye? -manered (p. 40) 

Obriovcly both rnulti-agc pmgram~ and Mootesmn pm- gnms wry much 

c o r n e d  uirh LC dcvdcvlopmen~ o f  thc whole child ar an individual and attempt ID 

pm~idc d e n s  uiL lcammg riruoliom in  realmi= cirnmuraae- which include 

interaedonr moos  \-aious ape pw. 
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Tbr O a r R ~ ~ l l  Stb-1 

Ranen and ClarLc (1993) rime thnr although& ore- oehwl of lbc late 

1800s and early 1 WOr was based on the gad& r)nmn. wnne of irr benefits rrflecr 

characrerirtrer of r&y-s multi-ye clammm. 'bey idm* some mefi rs  oftheone- 

mom whwl: 

The oncmom wbd a f f d  eenain amihues thar- very -d 
cducatianallv. Fim ofall. children remaid with the -E teacherand 
primaril? the he~amc class of mdcnrs for multiple m. Sehool was a 
&lc rrllohk mwrnamnn (0% 'he chhldrm v h  me& Seronb the 
m u  of arm and ab~l~ocr  pmr'tded apomlan oppomrmnn for lrudmt 
collaborauon 'Urnon mauvcrulh dwts who w c r r d u e u  of &one. 
room s b l r  have fond mmone; of&" early whobling.. (p. 5 )  

The Farnib C r o u ~ i m ~  Model 

The warm caring armaphm f o d  in rueh whmk led ro the tvnily goyping 

model: 

Caprldlnne on lane of .heu srmn&. Bnoh cd-orr p l d  and 
~rnplnncnted a Tam~l% povplng m d c l  lo help heal thc mouonal w w  of 
cluldren w h o  u r n  a n t  a rm  from lneu f a r m l t c r d m  Uorld N u  I1 

q p o m v e  edvcauonal mwoment they could m t e  for a ---on of 
childrcn mumaured by the aarmc~tier of uar. lo these primary schools. 
chlidren w m  divided inro rhrrt-var bloc& of either aeer 4 - 5 4 . 5 6 7  or 
6-7-8. and -ned uith the s&c -her for wvcral &s' iComel1. 
19871 tKaam& Cl&. 199i.p. 51 

.Although multi-= cd-on is not uidely accepted in w - 3  education -cm. 

it har been nesdily evol-. Ln fan Miller 11967) ~ L n o w I + z s  rharsbce the firm of 

the rwentinh mm. k har k e n  M b in in indiindiidnald ratherthan a 

p d d  appmach: 



npkcment for lundcrganen and the 6m p d e  was uud zn b c h m d  
V w r  m 1936 Tu Marvland AvmvSehml m Llrlwoukce ~ n ~ m e d  a 
n o n m  ~ l a n  m 1942 bm uar k c c  v- before am ohm school hcrc 
fo~l.&d U(e example (Kelly. 1948. p. 2j6). ~oday. 11i our of I 16 
Mil%+=vLet elemenmy rchwls are clded ar n o n w  prim=. (p. :I 

The lanoemre of John Goodlad sand R o b m  And- 

hl i l lnaclmowldp rhat well b u n  Ameri-educator. Dr. John Ooodld 

identified 16 cmrm with active r n n p d d  uniu in 1955. L k h g  the 1957-1958 r h m l  

yea Gaodld slld An6mon smveyd sppnoximately 134 m ~ m i r i u  in 10 sates 

believed lo have in opradoo some form of 0 0 1 l ~  mgmkatio They concluded rhst 

h b o m  50 of& communities w c y d  were omting bona fide mn&d xhwls  at xhat 

tune. 

Goodlad and .Andemn w m  v e p  prominent educators in the henoded 

movemenr dunhg Cx b e n d  h p l f o f k  -Iwa c m w .  In 1959. in a M 

The X o n d e d  Elcmcnm S c h d  thp comment on UK-zmchnoninic nanm of the 

&pdd who01 strumme and man) of h e  practices k t  inmmhly accompany iF(p.1 I. 

Thew aim a ro s k  to pro- slld n d d c  and t r rna t i~  madel: a aowradd smmm 

and a \anq ofmom mlighmcd wbml p r w e u  thar an related to h e  a h  of 

- d a d e s  and lockncp' (Goodlad 8r A n b n  1%3. p.1 I. 

ciaadlad and .&d-n d c  an inmesing aoaloev benr~cen the g d e d  system 

and Pmcnures. a charaM h m  Greek m)thalom. They orplain k c  

Greek m)lholo@ rclls lu of rhe nucl mbbs. Rocnurer (the SsmchcrJ. 
W W n  mvellm row his h o e  fm rhclm. they w m  tiedomo an iron 



baktsad If the hcmve11er was rhorrrr h the bcb FmcmLsm stmched 
him our lmtd he urar the -e length as rhc bcd If he wa. longer. his 
limbs were ehoppsd off to make bim 61. Ranurer I- both shonwd 
tall until I k y  we= qmb lolong andquallydcad. (Gmdlad & Andmon. 
1963.p. I )  

Gwdlad and .4ndnron (19631 q n e  i m r  thm are s%dzitier -the graded -em 

and such mfical prmiico: 

C& rime-hornred p d e e r  of pupid cla.si6cation while prbap  nor 
lerhal. wp rchwl-age rmvellm in much the -c f-hionas Roc-' 
bed mppsd the un-. Thew practises are eoneomimu ofour- 

of school organization. Fim a carain amount d p m w  is held 
lo k standard far a %cu r w o k  Then the movnt of rhe uork IS lad nut 
wthm the @ to be ccvmd' a d  lo ad- manmd The slou 
are oulled and -hcd ID 61 the d e  Somcsmcs h u e  rhctr Godod 
given limbs lack enough elarriciv. they are 'nonpmmored' -left kh!nd, 
where pmvmably another year of r m t s h i q  will do the trick. The quick 
are compressed and c o n d  m 6t the p d c .  Ln rime. rhcy Isam lo adapt 
ra .%-that is ~lowrrhnIheirMNRLone~(9. 1) 

The point that Gmdlad and .4ndmn ars d n g  is imt tho ngomur ordering of 

children's abilities and aminmenu $10 themnnentioual praded mucmrc defies rhc 

d i e e s  ofehild dcvclapmmr They clabonle on rhir paim with the followinr e-plc: 

In the av- flm grade there is a wead of four years in pupil mdimss 
m 1- as mgCFIEd by mend  a s  data As the pupils pm- thmqh 
the wader the hespan in  dinm *dens. Funhermore. a eagle child doer 

-5 than m ohm Conwqucnth a dnfferencr of one grade Lmwca h s  
rcadtng ammmenv and br m h C f l c  amnmeat a rhc cnd of the r M n d  
d c  c l ~ r ~ f i c a , o n  o m  bccxrcnded r Ulrrc or four d c  dtff-e bb 
ke end ofhis 6% =.in shoal. (Gwdlad & ~nd-'R 1963. p. 31 

. 

Thus. -lad and And-n mongly YYI& tharaf my dm rime a 6Rh gade 

reacher. i n  vie ofhis dcrignatioa is not odylcacbg mdmo atthe &e fiyc IweI  but 

dm nud- at &ads three. four. r*. rc- cighr aod sometimer wen @e oine IweIs. 
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I r b b c ~ t h n t ~ i n R m e e d ~ d l n i n g t h e  

1960s and sparked the d-lopmen1 of mamy r h m k  that claimed to be multi-qcd. At 

that rime however. Goodlad himselfdoubrcd the magnirudccf the ddcvelopmenr of 

nongraded rehgolr Moen I u  d.1 quote adirillusioosd W a d  as saying-My oun rreu 

a rhar t h m  arc. indrrd precious f w  multi-aged shook. ...The con- &dine 

nonpding are becoming pan ofthe m b h g  ingt ie .  the canrafnmented-tional 

onhdoxyY (p. 1 I. M-'r imqmaion  of what was happning is revealing: 

In olher w o d ~  schools srn combrolng eh8lckn o f M m n v  qn but 
c o o u w  lo leach &em as t h e  wvld leneha -Re gadc Inel. 
b&ne them lnlo d e  m u m  w h n  thc cl-m blaor of thnc - - .  
early m>mp at multi-- c~assrwms failed due to imdq& 
und-dig. lack of admirti-tiv~ and community suppa and the lack 
ofpower to overcome orgnhtional rrme- which wm politidly d c  
and adminimaovcly con%'rmcnr (Moen. ad.. pp. 1-21 

T h e  \use a core p u p  dcdy~plorr ullo followed through in devdaping multi- 

ptinc~pal. Muw? F-I. and theasinant pnndpal. Lillian Glogac a! Old Scthpage 

Sehml ar Plainrieu. Long Island. Thac nuo dmai-torr decided to utirc a bmk 

about their experience in ~mplemmdrq n "on& pm- in their whml during the 

196443 shoo1 )ear. The purpav t h q  state for wiling IBe- 

n u  ruofoU. The CM pvrpore uas to rhorho why *-felt that 11onpdii is a 

succclrful orgmintional pa- for e l rmmtq  &lh (Glwu  & F-L L%7. p. ?I. 

T h e w m d ~ u ~ m ~ e ~ ~ a n a B m p l C f o r ~ t h m ~ ~ m r e t ~ p a  

n a n g d d  pmpm.  In this book. ?hvexaminctheir sx- and also MBS of 

implrmcnedon on which fhcv meded fo wok M the end of rhcir fm vear of 



needed a nuvre thc -ma oftheir studem and d m 1  

The Dermif P-m 

D- the 19Mlr. The Board of Educaoon in h i t  rwka  major step rouards 

the lmplcmen(~tioo of the nongmied c k m m  when in May. 1964. W approved a plan 

for a noo-wded p r i m q  unit ID q k c  the k i n d m  and gads  one md two [and 

d m c  in some -) for all h i c  public ~lemcmary nhwlr. Miller (1967) notes the 

positive c f h s  ofthir m: 

Even. pilot p m g m  changed as it d e v e l w  -her mthuriaoll 
~ n d  ream planning slriUs -&end and -hen b e  beaer 
diagmrueianr of lcaming dificuldes. h most inrncning development 
oecumd uirh rqect to the hsgmnt of pvpib to el-. The nhwl r  
which ori@ly favored more homogeomu~ly p u p g  found advantages 
in modihing their-ms w, that vvcral different achlcvcmenr l ~ c l r  
were placed m each clarr. Ln this way. oo c i a s  had all ofthe mos able or 
least able rmdenrs. ~ p .  34) 

According m Miller. while piloringthe pqmm. ~ ~ m n  and rcaeherr raw 

p t C I  pmxision for mdi\idual differences and in-d rvc- for children as url l  sr 

ior mm appmachn by &. Rs. -its horn thc pilor pmjmmnrribvted to thc 

cncnrion of thc nonpded pm- at the primary level to thc d m e n 9  level. 

The Camrdhm Swmc 

.AIrhough muln-ap cl-mr arc not vwpmminmt in schools in 

Scwfovndlandmdq.&e e£fanro un@ r h w b  has had a ratherlong hisfov in 

Canada In &=The Omario Tcaehm' F h t i o o ( l 9 6 8 l  stated i n C d d u r i a g t h e  
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tks q m e r  of the -ti& c e n w  there were major dfom m bring &uc m n d e d  

A ovmbn Of Xhwl ref- wm 'hidared pa"idar1y in the WeISn 
monnscr. British Columbia & v e l d  a rcclauifleadon -em whereby 
&ens rvrrs prmined to pm- at their own i o rmM and ability 

. 
4lbcnn embadred upon variauoos of& Dalron and W i n n e b  plaos 
Before t h e  plan\ uric enshllJhcd 111 h c  LmlCd Smn S- -5 p l d  
on learmng bs one s o w  soltuon and atom r own rate Rv 1930 
Sarlarcheuan aod hew Bnnnr'tek urn emnmrnooc wth n o n . d n e  - - 
the l a m  m both pmmy and elemenmy rhwl s .  

h u g h m  the 1960's there bar ken a m n g  tnvrpnee of 
l n r m n  m rhc u n d e d  xhwL In 196.1 the S~Latshnuao lkwrmm1of 
Education induced l+lation for a pmvindal .on+. condnwur 
pm- pmgram plan for rc, cl-uw whmlr M o m v n  them ar a 
dlwrmablc rend ~n almon rwn pmutnce loward n o n p i d c l c m m m n  
\choolr m can O u e k  har also d- lhal r l r  srhmlr rball be 

It may wcm m t k  unbelievable r&y in Be wr2OW. w h a  c lasrmms 

me sill pdommnanf in our education -ern. rhac in fhe helare 19Mk the hnario 

Fcderarlan of Teachers felr concmxd rhnr Ontario %-as behind the other pmvinser in 

Iqrnlatlng for non-gdd pro-. h 1967. a Piop(jraded Sehwlr Camminet nas 

aablirhed by the olccutlve of the Onlario Tacherr. Fedsation rodevclop a position on 

the nongraded whwl xhich they might ado* This cornminee compiled okhdboak on 

The \;on-Graded School in whichircledy -thartharlt i ~NUtheCommi~ iee~~  wkto 

d rhc oon-graded rChool. We much prefer to szmply sqges  k t  teachers sn& fhe 

concept -fully and then d c  their decisions accordin&-(p. I I. 

Jw a. a commioec nas ertablished in Ontario 10 Imk 81 the m n d  d m 1  

Ihrr ns aka at 1- one c o m m i m  ss yp in Pr'mffdand m examine the m e .  In 

1968. me .An@- school Board inSr John's rcr up neommine~ m d y  Ihe Tcasibiliv 
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