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problems experd enc e d wi th the lis t eni ng program , as weI : all

"

:' 1

r
I

. ~BSTRACT

th~ ' childj:en' s attitude ., towa!d:fthe p r ogr am. .. ~

,A rev~>ew o f ,t h e literature related to t his ·St u d Y.,i n d i - ~

caned t ha i ' t h e li s t ening abil ity . of c h ildr en ca n be impr~ved

thr o ,:,gh {ns tru'cti(jn. Stud ie s ha J e alB'ci shown 't ha t ~~ildr~n

" . , .
ex emdned '( 11 the' e ffect _of di rect 'listening instruction ' upon

t¥ li~~~ihg a;hieve~ent .?i' gr ad e H :ve s t~dents ,'~2) t he

re lationship betw~en liste n i,ng a nd r ea d i ng 'skilis o f qr'ad e

r tve students\ C) )\thG re l;tJ.onShl.p betw e en I J.s ten J.ng and
-", \ -,
int~l'lig~hce o f grade f iv~ studen~~, a nd ( 4 ) the specific

II pl anned inst ructiondl listeni ng ski l ls prog r am UpOIT ene .

iist'eni ng aCh~ve~ent' of :~ '~roup o f grad- 'cr fi~e stude~ts·. ' ;:

Tile .p ur p o ae of t hi's study ~a's to. exa mi ne the -e r rect- of

" . .
built t hr ou gh t he usc of material fr.~m t he Science Re se a r c h

Associates Li sten i nq Skills Progr am, . l I b . The wdter '

deve Lop ed specific be havi our al objectiv~.s f~r each lesson,

a nd used the responses -t o t hese be havi ou r a l objective-soa s

form.at ive evarua)ion t hroug hout . t he pr~gram . The progr~m ,

, wa s taught i n 22 half -hour ' l e s s on s 'wh i c h concentrated on the

, f ollowi ng specific sk ill s : - · (1) a uditory di;~rimination, ( 2)

fo llowing d i l'cctions, ( 3 ) fol,lowing sequence , ( 4) selecting

who participated in a p l anned p r o gr am ' of l i ,stelling Inatr uo-

£ion not; on ly improved their 'listening a bil ity., but t he y . ...

ahoimpr o, . d th.'r road ; ng . hility ., . .J
.-. - i - Th'effi-teii" i ri9 Sk ii:is .p r o-gram, us ed in thi ~. s tudy was,
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group ,and the co ntt."Ol group , the s tud y s howed a signifi Clln t

r e lat i on s hip be twe en Ifs~eni~g ~OC:abUla ry a nd ' rea~ in9 - :'

' I" ,. ,

'! ' ;

' "\, '
expexdmerrt.a I .group made g,ains tha t we r '3! su~erior to t he .

gains made oby the co n trol gfOup, . For bo th the experiman"ta l

. ', "

, .p r oup ..made~ .sign.ificant ga ins i n t h e s Lx" l istening a nd .r e ad-

i ng cl?mpo~ents - -listening vo cabulary, l i s t en ing c ompr ehen - · ·

si on , tot ai l isteni ~'g , r ea d ing yocabuiary, ' re~d ir.9 't-eO~Pre- . .

he~ si Ott, t ota l . rea~ ing " Thecon,t~o~ group showed

Signi~iCtnt ga ins i n f our of th e six. ~hteni~~, and
r

r ead ing " . ..\

componen ts ,:," -li sten~ng vc ca b u j e r y , l ist,ening comprehens i on, , ' "

tota l li:s t ening , read ing , comp~.et;~~;'d.on o ,Howe ve r , in a ll

' component s of t he s t u¢!y , e xce pt l istening vocabula ry , t he

. ~ '

:, ' "

~ , . i ii

.. " , ~ C ' .
; ma i n ideas' : a~d .~etai ls , . ( 5 ~ , not'E!:"' tq,ki~g "'It6!. 'su:nmar~~in: ,

. (7 ) reCtJgni Zing. ca use and . errece, .(8 I crea'ti,:,e' ii s t eni ng , .

'~ ( 9 ') disun9'~rshin~ 'bet:"eerr·l~ct a nd: .opird.o~ ; . ~nd' (J.O) making

:r?r[~f.a~e~c~.s , ' : " . "!.', , . _\ ~ -,- , '. ,

~''1 , ' The ins t~uctionai listening s kills pr09ram ' wa s imp!e­

~m~nted dU,ring ~a ~-week 'i~~trUCtiOna l pez Lc d , 'The " stitd~
. samp le was ' selected f,rom . the grade fi'fe po put e e.ron of three _

el.e~entarY.. .!.ch'ools ~.n .:he Avalon Nor t h 'I pt e gr a t e,d Schoo l

System . The ' a thdy .sa m.pl e. conta intd 68,.stud en.ts . The,.;

s~Udentswere dij)'id<ed ' into all' ~,xper~mental gr oup a nd a con-
- . . . ' ~ , .
, . ~rol .'jj" r oup . j :::h group:~a,d_)4 stu~~~ts . ~ . ~e ' in~e lli :e~ce . _-'

quotients of the 'ex perimental group ranged f-rom a l ow o"f 71

to ~ '~~ gn of ilS: , a~d th~ inte11igencequotients of the

. control .g roup raln~ ' f~om a ' l~ '~ i. .'8.2.. to' ·a . hi gh of , 11 6 . "

s itmmat ive 'e va l uati on ' revealed tha ~ .i:~e ex pe z-Lment.a L l '
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T~e p rogram was . a l .so ass,es~ed on the ba~~s~of , th~ ;!'J.il-·

oren's attitude tow ards the program . This was 'done according

t~ . t h.'=: .ch i l d r en ' s responses to ~'he ' apecLf i.c question's : "Di d

you enj~y the listening program?" a!ld " Do you . t hi,nk " you

.s~ould h~ve another 'listeni,ng prog~am .s~Rn? '" Out of . the 34

stude'nts who pa ~ ti Cipa,~ed in the prQqram--;--3~~d to have......

en joyed the lessons and were ' in favour of ha~ing mor e

les~op.s of ' ·~ . similar nature ' s~o'n • .
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':.", : .: · ·.~ · i~I·~A8 . r~c~nd~ ..~y ~~e '~r1 ter t hat a pr09~41ll ~~~~~i..-·,
. ~:L .- , : .~in:... ins.7~uct.~~ ~ a~ou~~. be i nt rod uce d - ~adY i n th e ,SChCO:1 ..(

~- . (';.year t .o. 9i.y.~.•Ple~~y ~~. ~~por~unit.Y , " f or _re:ed ill ~ and, , :f~ll~W-

-: up ~ork .i'n , a~y '.1is,te~inq ski lls '~hi :~ t he chndr~l\ migh t Hnd

d ifficult ~ , :It w:;'s ~lao recommended tlhat l;lsteninq I ns 't ruc-
• • • • - ' j ", • •

. ~ ' . tien sh ou l d proyide s pe cific purposes'.fo r hsten.tnq . 'uti i i z8 .

:~pPi~pria te listening' ~ter;'ah , · and prov ide chllller.qinq . , ".

." ~~tj.;'{~~e.• f or t~e children . ~ . ' . .... .....:.:.
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- . c ommittee . The ,writer also wishes to ex press thanks to Mr .
, \ , " I - , '

. Augustus gercer , Pr incipal of Shearstown Blementary School;

1 Mr. Willi,al1l ' Li \tlejOhn" Principai of 'c 1l a r ke"' ~ Beach' Ble-" :
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.. ~ ~.
..... · dh~ ld c~~n~~ hl..l1· f ormal ~chool yea,~... haYing devclop~'d

IIlaxilllua IfiJteni~g ab ili t y whi ch needs nei t he r lQ.4 intena~e
. . ' , • . , ' C' •

. n~~ ~llIprovelllent . Ed:uca~or,:", az:~ n~ bElCOmi~g inc:reaBinql~ . I

a wa r e , howeve r , t ha t t here 1& not on l y a n inc r eas ing \'Ie ed t ?...:.. _

d eve l op 'the c hild I ~ ma:x:im~ ' abf: lity 'i ~ the' rece'Ptive ·.l an~uag*",

a rts ',s ki ll of re ading .bu t; -there is a l so a n i'n~rea s ing need

·t o deve l,?" the ~ild ' ~ f U: I potenti al. i~ ~hf! . r ec eptive l a ri-

. quage a rts· s ki ll o f listen ing . Bur~s 11961" Bug9'e st~ tha t."

The ea rs of 't h e t>e ople of the wor l d a re -
be i.ng co nt inuo us l y bombarded 9Y i nforma tion'
an d Jaisinfor l1lat i on ; by propag anda - -qood and
ba d - - ; by draJlla , aeceurea , pa nel dillcus s ions, .
news ' r epo rt• . of all t ype s, an d , by ad vertising ' . '
ccmpaigns . ' Cp " . 11 1 .

,. Ttns con tinuous bomba rdtDent of i n f oraat i on and -.i s i n f or ­

mation make s i t ur gent to l e a r n to l i sten intelliqe ntly a nd
- I . ~ . ' ' ': . . .
diacri .. inatel y . De s pite the i lllpo r t a nce of . l i s t eni n g i n com- ,

llI!ln i ca tion , resea r c:h s ee ms ' to , ~ndi eate that' t he ab ility t o

~ liste~ e ffective i y '.ha e· nee - b~~q,. adequat~lY taug.~t , i n t~e

'l angu<l(Je a r t.s pcog:r:;alll o f o ur s chools and , ,t he r e f or e , this '

impo rta? t l anguage a r ts s kill has not been ' a de qua t e l y devel-:- '

,ope d,

.. . When conf r~nted with 'the , ne ed t o lis t en ' Ertl e c t i ve'l y a nd

t o te";'ch t~,i 8 ifnpo; t a ,nt .c ompone·nt of the 1IlongUag ~ . ar ts .,

, I "

\'
J.
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' . ~h~t the child" s -,maXim:um.po~ent1al. ;0 Hsten ' is,. ~ea,~hed ~ it

becomes . ne ce ~sar ':l ~or, ~ducattl :r; B ' to know ' wha t research , h!l.s· to

~ , . .. 's a y about; t he natu~~ 'Of ' list-en'ing: . t; .be ~aw~;e ,of· the. f tCJtors

t l'Hi t inf~uence Hsteningl to kno w what .pr evi ous reeee r cn has

' \ ..,: to . ""abo~~ 'list.enin~ ' i n 'langUa;: arts: and to con t ribut e. ' ' .
cae ' 4 ' ~:-,n f~n~ings ,to the . ongoing process o~ ·i~~rovi n9:.,the

',"ea chi ng of listening ' in', the ' langu age art·s p r og ram .

. 'the f~llDwin9 chapter~ i"~ "t~'i s stUd~~ ' therefor'e , will

pr.~~·e~.t· the p.r;b\.~m : , I;lrovide a ,.t;eview ' of ' ., , ~ i. te ratu~,e a nd .

' ..r~search i il'ldicat~. the n:eth~.d of Pfoced,(i.=: 'de s cr i be ebe

materilla lS used 'i n the study':': give ene 'r e,SUltS' o~ tne' stuq.y:
• ' J ' •

'<;t nd 'a l s o give t he s,ununar.Y, ~o'nclusions , ' a rid edu~ati,onaf" imPIi -'"

, c~ti ons of t he "stJdY', .' .

. , i.--.. ' , . . ". " ,"
F;duc;:ators and psychologists ag tee t hat li ste n i ng ,is tihe

fi~st .Of ' th~ lanqUag~ . !'lrts Ski.llS which the c~i1f ~se~ , as he

learnS t'O ulllkrstand the wor l d aroun~ him:. Pi-aget ( 1959);

• -arune r (1 96 6') " a~d '~oger~ (1969) "s t r e s s ed the importan'ce of
. ' . --: ' . ,' .- ,. ' .

. re~ponse , to e,!v:i.ront(le~t~ i.nclud.~ng..v~rba.l. ,envi'tonme.nt" d:~ing

-. 't~? chi~d ' .5, firs~· !e~~s .. Roge~s c~ncurred wi th John~n~ GO;d- .

stein ( ~5!.64 ) !'ih,en "". .stated ,.~tt . " " ,
Of ' specia l signif i can ce ' in language develop­
ment are' f~ioly r e La t .Lon ehj p a , • The. 'avail-­
abi li ty ' of a dul t s is e.spec:(ally impoIitan,t'. ".'

, _. \ orne llIoth~ :r and ' old.er s ibl'i ogs provid.e 1IlIportant
fe.edback », ao tnat tpe 'cbild tlea rs his word~ .. ;.

,... . . . ~:~~:~e~hec~~~:~~~~~ m:~~'sm:t~~i~ingWci~:~a~t ,' .
. eon t-rol ove r pthe rs; . and as his "verbal effott.s
ar~ ' :r:- ewa r~ed , · t~ey . natur~ llr Lncreaae , . .~!f ' l.S4 )·

, . ~..



. , '. : . , ' . ' . ". - " . ' ,:
"', L.i!"te~in9;",t hen,'" 'is .t~e~ ba;,,~~ C 1an~uage. a r t ,through . Whi"Ch ..

: ' ~. ea"rl f .re lation8~·i~s an .e stabi-i~,}fe.d, . b~~~w,~~in . t h.e ' famify ~

· an~ . · th.~, .Wl.de~.i ri9 c_~~un.f~t,. .;':p:;.r~aPG t he :d~?1a ':-t'!~"'faCi .l - '
ity in listening is one reas ,pn Wht\i!!cat?rs . ha ve 8ltSwned f or

: -~O . l o~g/ that. ~i·~te~~~g:,a·s .a ia~~~~ e art ~~ea:s ~lli~~er .n,ain~ • .

.. ,~e~~~ce\'~~:.:~~em~.nt an.d :i t has:: ~eF~for~ ~ . , p~en ne~l~t~d ',."
fn .. the. :la ngu Age ,ar t s curriculum. • . r ' " . .

. ' : A~i.~O~9h: lis!=eni'n,q . .tli . now' c~~ sidered ' t Q beo-b.i sicft~ -t hp

op;;~ ianqua~e ~r~'~~!BP'~~king;, reading , and J'ri\~'n9- 7"b~ inOB~
· :~d~c'~t~r ~' , : and ~ 1;t~~~9h .en .in~r~a si'~9': nW\1:-r of ' r~s'ea~~hers "
~~vocat~" .t h e need foi:- direct . ina'tr~cti'o~ i n {·iste~1.n9 ' ,.as- a '

'i ~·n9U~9'e ' .4rt . listeni~9' c~nt~~'ue's:to 'b'e a '~e91 e cted P:~t ~f '-,, ::- '
: , ,'. ' " '. \ • " v .' . " , ' " ,

·",mos t s choql .·cu rricull""- . The .ne g l eCt o,flis~,ening ll~ .a 1~~7"

:'gua~e a;t' rem; 'ir(s despite t he fact t ho.t r~s~~ r~he.r8 .;n d

ed~"cato.rs · h~ve ' b"ecomsawa re" tha.t ~ore of '-the" chi'ld ' s' s chpo.l

' .!!a'Y ,':i~ .s pent. i.~ · 'Hs~'en~n'f' ~ha~ in any o'0er c;~ th~ . ~~.t~e .

. ' ~nguage: ~r:;s.--spfak.!nq', . . i:-'ea~ing: ; a nd wri ting, .

The" negl~ct of ~~aten~tl~ \ n' t he . lanqua9~ ,a,its ~ currl~

. :' aUlum hAs be~~ ' dr~tical~Y' und.er8,cO~ed ~by ·~a riY 'w;i tE!rs·· ~n'd

',~~~f~;§;S~~:~~2~i~~:,.
'1'chool.8 ~each~r.s - ~id " " c,on sci,oP.8~ Y ,:te'll~h list.e.nin,~ ' lll" .~a

' to~ i. of ' cc;~~nicll.ti~n., a lth~ugh 'chi l d r en w~re e~pected ~~
~l:~en': '~ ? ; ~,:.' ,~~ : th~ ·.8~~O~~ ~lI.Y " , ;~~}~'~ p'n ",('~9 ~;~ J - · ~~.~~~d·:. ;:· .



· r'epoeted . that

:-~c~p~' in \:~~illted ~~t~rl!=e s. virt~a1·l-r · · "
, the only instruction ,1n listening, t hat ..

chil dren and yo un9 / people .e e e e t ve i n the

.':~~~O;:t~~ti:~ ., c,f.~i~~s~:~~:~a:d.:~~i~~~~a _ '!.
tl,on!l lEWels ha s been the forgotten Ian-=:
qU4ge artAor ge ne r a t ions . (p . 215 )

. . • - • -., ~ I . ; :' , . • • .' •

Beery ( 1954 ) . a lso conciuded ,tha.t listening instruction '.ha s

;:::1:::~rt::t:::::::'.;~:3t:::'~::::,\:::,::;:·:~:"\;
: ,t llU~ht .h ow' ,t o; listen , . ~ittle ' o r ~ lt0' im prove'ment ~n listening ;

·::~:'::~:::: ::n:::dfo~:,:C:~:~~::::U::s:::::::l~:~ ~~g~~. , . - . ~... "

~: f~rth~:i:-- l:'!mpha:~i zed. · by "D~i~9~ ( 19~~"l ';: :H~ r~uot~~. f:rom: ~~r'~~~d '..:
. , . ' . : .--\ . ",: .

, whoo sta~ed,.· t1Hlt . " , \ . : " " ) .

We a ~.l" beql.nnlng t o realn.e t ha t a con - . ,.t....'l;,.
... ude rabie pe'rcentag~ of 'our students have " J ,

f..r":" ,,' ~~te;:~t~i~:e;Q~e~~:~~:~:n~~~~o:n~J.;~:~ :.:t. ' di SCrimin,a"tel~~ (p.' 285)

~~ . ~etermine ,~, I:l.e amoun~ 4rla kina of p,rep.a.ratJ.on i n, ,

':li ~ti!nin9 ·wh.i.cb·~i9ht b~'''l!-v~i l~~le - to the ' t~ache ;r who 'wishes

· .; give' in~truc,t.i~~\~)1i·~tening ;HElilmln" ( 1 9 ~5 ) _ m.!l~e 4 Surv~y
of ' the ia~'~~g~ , ar~s::~e ~tbookB. PUbliSh~d'b,etw'e~n .19 4; . and :

..< 1954 , ' Eleven pf;the15'text.~oics h~ 'e~amined h~d- . no mention '"

~ t1f '· ,~;~ste~ln~:' i"n ' e~ t~.~~' . ~~;. ~rid~ x .or t~~~' '~'~le Of c~~te 'nt.s . · ·
, ' arl¥ np-di~¢~~'~i~n ~t , th~ ' sU:bject .in, the :te~t it'~elf , ~eilman

".1

.'.•..•.:..\... ':'..1<:::'
..\,.... '

' , ~~
'J . <

',..



•.~. (YJ61 ! , . in;,~ .I~t-e r '~t l;1d Y ~o a.8~li w~ethe~ or not ,

, l an qu age arta textbook s ref lected 'what re.ear~heis be l i ev ed

. .I;e9~rd~~9 ·. · the .· 'need fo r /n~~~uctio~, inl.i~te~n~ . eXand~ed'
\ . the k i nd .e.nd quality , o f IperCh and 11.~eninl content r:

\ -: •• language 'a r t l pupil textbooks for 'qr~de""' thre~ thr~Ugh~ · .ix .,
\. ' .. . ' , .'" .. ~ . : '." ',

\

". , ",:"0 Of" the ,que:~io~. he · ra. ~ &e<I were.\ .: , . : -; "

1 . To what degree and h ow-are IPe e c h and '
. . li llt en i"g co ntent eJllpha sl :l:ed? "_' j' .

I • \ ~. __• WJ:t,llt is the 'na tu; e ' of the sR9"e~h rnd'.... '

t.xth::~:~.::::::::::::~::::e.:~::~:":.:~.::p:7.;;e:J;0· .~/-:

.1
I

·· 1
\

. ' -\

. r

. I! 59' , 't o '19 6''' • • H~ ~, Bt ud y r\:,e aled .t h at . . . .

' , . : Li l t ening wlIs ' ,a t r essed racely e ven t ho ugh
lIuthori't i ea ,' alllim that i t . ie the la ngua ge

· med i um chi ldre n 'u s e 1Io0~t. Li s t e ni n'J wa s '.

' : ~~nt6~fpe~:q~; :~h;u~:~:=r:~dI :' ~~ ~~:
cent o f t he l e s sons and 1 . 31 p e r ce nt o f the :' 1
paqea 'e lllpha a i zed speech, and · li llten ing .

" . t ogether . (p . l U ) ' . . " . ", .

':... .. 0

q...
1\-·'
. I,
i

.\ .:



Ever,hart

(~~62 ) ~"upported : t his ' v i e;" 'wh en he expr essed ' the -"opinl~~ •

t!l~t '~i~Bte~ inq • . f o'[ .,t he 1l\Ol!.tpart , haa, ~een-thOU9~t o f ~~s 'ii......

m,atura'tiq.n ' pr ocess ..reinf orced ' 'by 'i ncr eas e:d ch~onologrcai
. " 'f

a~~ . , '< .i , •

:", A se c 0I?-dmjl )or -fa ctor' that has 'ca~\ed Vs~e~ing to be

neg l e c ted , 'Land~Y · I i. 9 6 9 1 a~ggest~d , is , a n - a i're~dy '~ver-

cr~ded "' CU'~~lCU~~ . -Iri. ·fa~t . ' · i n spitee>f ~he ' imp~rtan ce

,~~n~ r~se arCher~ _ advocate· . f ~:r "~ i ~ tening · ~_~. ;.1~~,9~1I.9~ ar~.s, a .

numbe r of , o ther researchers i n t he f i eld s ugge's ted t ha t sep a-
,',' '. " .. "' . - , . " - - - ":"'"'

r a te ' period s f or. teac hing- listeni ng skills ar e n ot . necessary . "

H~'l~ r,~d:,~h • (.1 954) -'and Lel:i'i ~ a~d · N~ Choi~.' (·19 6. S J e~C:h " ~.U.b-
s c~!bed t o an i n tegr a t e d approao~ to t he . t eAching of I J.·s te n-

..i~g , ~ca.u se ·of t he i.nt~rrelati~nShiPs which ' E1 xi~ t ~~n~st

":-he dif f~ren:t. .Pha·se·s o f , ~anguag~ . "ex~re8Si. (:m. :

. \' Th e , d ang er . o f. an integ~ated , apprQa·C~h, ."this "'·ri ter "
\ ' . " " " , , , " , , ' , ' , ' , , ' ,

sugges t s , i.8 :t ha t one ~anguaqe a rt maY"be ' empha siz\ld ·a l mos t '

t o "t he excl~8i'0~ of ihe other: " H~nd~rl.'tin9 's:n~ B~lli~9 a~~. ~ "

:. r,~ iate.d t~ ,wrtu ng ,'-,l?u.t i t ~ s n~t a ssulll~d t l\a~ a .child' ~Pl'

becom e.prof !dent i n ha ndwdting a nd spellin9without ' ade-
" , ' -.' . " :... .. . , rr ,, " , ..':

q~~~~. p eriod s , o~ .time: i~: ~hi .O~ , .to.. prac~i ce ~h!r~ ~ S.lc q..~s . · .

However. t h e inter re lll t ed nesB o f t h e bnguagJ, a r ts is

'; e.c0 9'nlzed ~. I~As al s o r!!c~gnized thll. t·~ l:~lr.l:' all · ·o~her , . · ·
l an guag e arts, liqteni n g r equ i r e s 'a · c cneene i n,· wh'i~h to , .

'ope.rate · ~ff ec't~vely . Neverthe les s , . l~'~ tenlg is 'not ' on~y '~
. . ". .. .

. un ita ry s lci l l, !lut'i t i s 'a j eo a.. comp l e'd t y 'of s k ill s a n d', :
( . . .. " • • .. " " " , , ~. <.--.; ' '--J ., . , ' , . ' :

. .. ~ ~heref ore , . .mus~ , ~e ta~9"ht ·in~ o:ge r .,t o f un, i on effBctiv~~y~~



. " a cJuiowi-e 4 g-e tha t. th ere rtllJ."y be' ~pecif ic l isteni ng .kiU. '~hlch

. : ' -, need' t~ ~e taught ·~nd', . the~ef ci~e .. ~ave ' not ,pr~:'ld~d ~ ".~~qU~~~

' ..... :.

rath~r _ tha? theproceu 'of ~ls.teni ng . ' i nc e t'~ey di~ ' no t

i ·

':' tid deve loplllentd ' pr~~'ra lll 'of liBte~in9 skil.l.s. 'l'his "is

U~f.o~'tunate since i n 'U'stening 118 '1; re~(H n9' .~ ceo~din9 ee .

".: . ;ea~e~ and RU~~~~~f,ord ' . (~.~?4 l , ~~ere i~· .a ~i~,:ar~,~Y ·~.f slti'11~

~~ic~. n~.ed . t~ ~ ~eve~~pe~:/ .we a: e,r' .and Ruth!rf~~~ , . in' t,h~ir
r eview o f r e s earch literature' i n li s t eni ng , . identified .and. ' . . v - ' "' .

I
i

.:;..~ ." .: ,~....;. , ~, ~~~..:,' ~~~~~~~:~" ':'": .~'.; ;~ .~.:~§~~:t~;:~"*~~:~~~~~~~}::~~..-~ .- .'~..~ ." ..!

l ... .. ..";,, of ~unlc.t1~, .

.-\
f~~ \ t o ' provide: .. e~n1n9fUl inst~c~ion ' i n ,1~ s t~n!n9 : -: I~ the:

I " ~ •

\

past little e mphaail ha s been pla c ed upon t il e teachi ng . of

· 11 51en109 ski l l. in .mo at language a r ta cou'n es ~n. t eacher
. I

t r aining institutions. This , toge lher with the l ac k o f

\

a ttention given to l ist eni nq as a jl anqua g e ar t in s choo l

taxtbook s and gUldebo:ks . has ' f~rther compounded the p;;ble~_:;:' :
~ Ev:i d e? Ce to ,Bhow t ha t ' listening ' i . bein~ "tauqh~ as one;; '

·."Of 'the .'la~9'Uaqe ' art8 . 8~i1l5 · i .n Ne~~ oundl and , 5cil()o'f~ ' i ~ _al ~o

· min~ma ~~" A99arw~.1. (19,76) , f n " his ",~tUdY t Cl de~~rUline.Wh~t1\e \"

· .: · l~ ~~ I!:_nlng, i nstruction . d~s - ,~ve ai9n~flcant e.f,f~ct , upon. the

..... UstE;ninq and 'r u di ng comprehens~~n , of Mi~db-CIUS s~venth .

.r. 9rad~ students, 'f~~nd t ha t " th~ . ~~~ri eul~ :of N~Wfoun"dia~d

6Cho?ls .;a1l'8 l ~tt~e ·e.pa.;...si ~ t~' th~ teil ~hln9' o.f li .~~n~9' · ·

!Clnq . (l9811 .• up~rt.d th~~ \o,i~w . :. He •• •xamln~ :the' "G.~nn :a~~ .

I
i

"

t
i



1~m9~~ge ' a _rts '-ski li ,~s be,g1miing t~ap~ear i~ :fan9ua~~ arts

textbooks 'o f te'ach~rtrainin_g ·lnstitution• • I Por exempke ,

Gr~en , and Petty (1971) prcvfded. c;msidEn:!l~.le insi~ilt ,i l)t o

prep ar ecl a hi er ,a r chy . 0,£ U~te'n,i~9 , ~'k1 il B cC>lll~08ecl o£ , t hree

se~~icins;' . ~nVi~omnent~l . Skili s·., ·~beri)ni~a~tiOi1 : ski ~1s.' ~

compr!i!hen~~f~ ' S~illB: _": he se " s~.i lls. fan~~ ali' );he 'W~y, fr'~

· fe~41_mo,ment in ~es~on.s.e to _ ll Q~n~ , t hro,?W t o e~.a~u~~ing

,c'ri ~icall Y a t . t h e s i xt h - g~ade l~vel. Listening ;- there'fore'~

i ~ : : ~\~.t 'on~y -a' unita~y Sk\~l. - ~~~ " i~:- ,.is al.s~ _'a: 'c~m~:exity" 0.£"

, !t,k~l~S . wh~ch ~e'~~ ,:~'~ ~e .~eV~~l,~p:e.cl~ . .i: , ..- _"'.,.. , _.~
. Ilespi~e .t h e , i nc r e as ed :nu~er. of. r ee ee rcn studie s

; l1 s hed , in,. ·,the : :'~re~ of ' .U 'Bte ning dur'i rig -the . -ias~ 3S years ,

. a~~ r~p~i'~.~e ~is tening i ns t r u c tion ~~" the , 'iari~u~g~ ':a~ts ' 6ui~
. . .·ri~u'lu:n- ~f-'-OU( S~~\OOls remai.ns~. an ~~s'6l~e~' p~~b.i~m • .-: ~·t

· would seem , t he refo r e , t ha.t the t eac h ing ,of . t.his· i mpo rtant '

. ~ .compo ne nt; 0.£ ."t he " i~n;uage ~,~s_ p~ogra~ ' i~ ' , ~e,Wfoundlai~
sch~ols -i s -ie£t. mainly with th~ classroom ·t ea cher 'who mu~t

'" " ' - ",': , ' . - ~ ' . ,' . . - , '/ ' .
· decide which'· listening skills are t o be taught ,. what ma.tt\":

. ..' " , ' - ',- . " , , " " .; ... ' .' -- ' , "

'rl a l s ' ,oiI hou l d be C;,ut il i zed in t he ,t each i n g 'of t hese -,s ki ll s l

~~d the mode of {"" r uction t o be ,u s ed fo r ea ch sp ec f r I c



·1

I
1

' 1
'.J

: :.'1

'""," ' , ',,'

into the':iang'u~ge 'arts c~r#~lum ~t ';'U ;level~ of in~truc­

t~ ~~"60 - ~hat ' , th~ . ~ h:ild '·can - ~enefit f~om" ~lf~n~n·9~Ul. ~~~9l:amS ;

llIa_~erial~'" a~d i~~t_f~C~i on ·. • .' •. ;' '\ '~ • .r.
. . , '. . .. , " . I"'.. 'V . nL, , ~:PUR_POSE OF ~~E _ S~~DY - -';; " ' w . ·

. .L l ~t:~in_g - : ~s,~ ;~,t iC . ~Q a.i~1~~~+ 1.~~~~9\~, _ · ~ ~:~~ , a,nd, .· ~ s
. 's uc h ,it s hou l d:..ho ld , i th erefor e, ,a 'pos t t i on Qf "Illa j o r -i'lIIpo r .-

. ' - tanc~: i~:_ ~h'e' t~-ta:l ':~~nguage ar~ :s 'pro9ra~ of· ·~ui':~~ho~~S . : · ·

~h~ - ':basi C; pos :it:!On i~~tenin9 ' ~~ld~" in , ~h~ tot~(~6~':" "
, ' C- .. ... ' · '.1 ." . : ,:. ,

. , ~~~~~.~_t.ib~ , · ~~t.t~~n ' ~ay. b e ' Ob servl;!,~i:rrOU9.h . ~~ei ,~r~~Ull~~ .

.de ve I opme nt; of t he ,.,qhild ~ 8. <'ludito,ry abi li~ies,before.~he

-,' ~.hi:~~':·~0~~'n'~·~~-:· 'f6r'~,~·~,~'C'h~ling : : BY.en " ~ t : t~~·~ea..F}Y: . ~ge ;
~~~~err\o1i~~ . i~~hli?~~l ~!fference~ i n , .l ~~teni,n; ~;y ~~be '. :

ob ser';ed. -»:r~8uft' Of , these ' individ~al d if~~~~n~es a'ome

Chil~.reri a.dj Uflt , weil'\t o ·the .·sc,~o.o~ en,V1.ro.nnlen t ' .wh.ne. ot he rs' .

a.~'iI~nable , t o ' c?P~/~ th ' ,t !,e :~UltiPl~ic:it .y: of ~~~d s - : n e w'

,a nd diff~rent enviro.l11l'snt ~ :1( a 11 child~en are t o ' realh~

+""--i-"--,~__-c: i:=h=el r·...!~l1~' po~ent1~'l j~ ~lea8U~ahle'--: l ' ~te~ing , ac~iviti~ s , lI\'U8; "

,be provided by ..t~e ' tea che r to h elp ,br~~9~ t he ,''.J? 'b.~tw~en

. :home , , ~nv~r'onm.~·~~ ~n~' \c ia. ~ 8 ~oom ~nv~ronm~.nt . T~is t ·yp e. of . ' ~ '
. li steni ng. wi ll then f or m,a basis for , the , gr adual de velopmept

'g ( li~'~~'ni~g'" 'skills ~t 't h e vari~~s 'l~ve l ~" of pe[f~~n~~. '., I: : .· '.' , .
t hrouqnout t he ' schoo l ' ,'gr ad e s . · •

p~QPe~ .t~~i~{n9 .iin ;~ ;Bte~ln9 " ' 1~ ' ~~gent ~ince ' re,se~r~here r
. . ' ~ ! ,','.' ,: ' '.".'.. :' " .~ ' " '. " ', ~ . . .

I n'c:l udl nq .wiIt !(l 9S0 ) . Brow n (l~ 67.) r ,Ag-g U lia l ' (l 976 ) . ,and

~in9' ( i 98·l l. h'~ve' ea~h f~~ndth~t t~e 'a~o~nt of ' ~ir~·~t ".. I
..~:::."::~:::~,l::::~:nn::d0:: :,:::::.i:i:;i:~t::::.c::, J

1 ' · ·.f3." " ' ;',1" ' 2J;;;;t/i;k:!1i~!;~; 2 i-~ .. .. J

·.1 ....1!j
~l" .
J ,:~ \:
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10

--~.-t- -'-cC ~7C- ;-: - I ,

_ f : \1" " ,. ,

,-..;;c:n:::; ::.:::: ; ::d~':~:~'i{r:h:t::r,:::n:9~e::q~:::::::
a, :" ::t6 t he--'matura~i,~~'\ ~r:~cess ' '~'f '_t~~\'~h~d, \~~ ~h" t h e; h~~.c t~at .. ,.

. t~e chi l d' s ( ~iste,n~ng - w:~~: imp~~e ,4 ' he\ ·9ro.~s a~d _ ~ev; lO:~~, \\ .

• ' ,.i~ other' ar,e.~~ . ""...~~~~arChers . i n 1 ~~.~,n9 Fa",:~ett ).1 9 6 6_ .} , , ~ ';.

penfh~d.anli :,_~ara B,CU~1~~ ( ~ 9? 2:'~ " ,B7r g Y." ( 1~, ~ 8 ) . anct' 1(1n'1 -':

" :; ~Pl;:f :'i:~:i:::t, :,h~et~g c+ be"
mprc7th;oU9~ : '

,',',' , ' It i s ,u~fortunste ~hst ,~s..rch L '''ten'~. h .. not

· ~S·~;tt31:;t:'~1~Z:t;~
Newf ou ndl and s chocj s indicate s ;'hat the , disti~ctnes ~_ of

li~tEmin9 a"s a ' la'~~ua<Je "ar t s', -~k.il~ is. J~~~~'Og:~~ ~~d - Sin'~e
. ~hese - se~.ie s ' d.~ " " -,~ff&~, a ":we i l, ~la~'~-i~'~t~n ~-~9 , s~illS
pr09"~am " , Listeni nq instr~ct'ion i~~~~~Aundi~nd ' sc h:ools t i

' ~~~1(l ' s eem, ~heref~re . to _ b~' ~ele:9at~d ho ~n . in~identa ~ ' PO~i ~ !
;'on rother ~hs" to the,importont f unda~ent~, . pos f ~ion it ' ,0

8"h~Ul.d ·h~ld '~ 6 '4 't~ol,for ' iea rn~n9' an d , , J~uni catin~ .
' " ' : " \ ' ,, ' , '\ , , '

. Since . a c hieve ment , in a l l .e ee e e of i he curri eu IWIlis

,, ';~Ij'endent " ~~~~ , t he ' chil~ ~'s ~b:i';t; 't o 'I ' ,\ t e'n' eff ~~tiveiy ;

/
' ';;'d 'i~c~ ~h. e~iSting;'~m.nt.~y l~ng~~e .rts , Progrom in '

; , . ou'i:- S~h001S dOE,s not p ; ovi de ' ~ deve lo~t,~l listen i ng ' skii. l ~
{, pr~gram. thi 's wr ite r h~ ~'~hosen t o -us e t~~ S~A List~ninq .

- ", , '" , ," ', ' I " , '
Skil ls pr .oqram I nt erme diate :r..evel . rrs, ~ s instruction' mate-

. . ria l in ',an e xperimen t a l ' H,st e ninq prog wi th, th e ' grade
. ' ".. ~

f ~~~ ' st~dents i n the .Elem~mtar! Scn o~. , . s~l\ earstown •. New~

~ound~and •
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,CHAP'i'ER n . . '

RliNIEW OF , RELATED LI TERATURE

:"'.
'.I. ' n~~oDUc:rtciN

':.;;;:- -.,

. .
~ .,' , " ", :.;, " - . "

Li s t eni n g ,ha s .p l ayed a bA~i~ ' r,ole: , i n ·m,an ',s ,cornmunica," :.

. ' '~ " . " . 0.' . ,~L~;:::D:~:~~~:'::::t
~rt',of liilt~nin9' : Th e H~~va'rd Report , 'On ' G~ne rlJr ,Ed\icati on
. . ' sta·t~d : . th~~ ,. " - ." .', ' <'-, ',, : ,

.: commu~-i ~aUon· i~- not sp~a'ki n9' -; '~nlY but . "

·: · t~s~~~~i~:t~~~l~~;~11 i~:~~O~'n~~~~e:e , _"?~_
ceher -persen wishes, t o hear and Imqws ."
how t o listen . As t he r e ,are two kinds
of language, ora l and written' ,coil'lmunica-'.~~O~p:~~~~~ :~di~I~t:~~~9~e;~i~fn:k;~~S
r e a d i n g . ,(-p . - 6 8 j .

Li ~te~i~~ :'is ·t~~· ~i rs~ o~ t~e ~anguaij~ art"s Whi'c~ t he

ch ild\ us es ,as . h~· - ~~~_eav.~~r~ , t~ . 'und~:s'~a~~," t~~ WO~~d :a~'o~n-d'
h.~. Informal ·listenin9 p l ays an imp~rtant · r o l e i n ' t he life

Of: the : ~hild- ' ~rid'; ·. '~he re'for~ ', : h~ s ' a '~e f inite im~~~t ' u:'p~n th~ '::.'
. ' - .' ' . . ~

Chl1d'~ s"~cbl '"i n,t e r a c tion -; - . 'I'h e· . reia.tio~5·hip ·~( l i~t·en~ri9 : " . -

. to.~h .sociai and ac~~e~ic9' rowth was asse~t,e9- ·- .b~·.: ~~Vi il~

'- --.-.-'- '

~1 ~.
\

t
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