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The se :a ~d -simil4~ s~aten.e~ts are ' he ard :~U~h ~ ~fter;" .:: ~ : ' : .~ <~
whenever t e ache r s meet . r e a c ne r s reco9ni~~; ' and ri gh.t ly ... .'. .

....:....so . t hat ' many . ch ildre n _lllay n o t be rea~~in~ ..th e ir learni n'9.

pote~tia l . \,ecaus~..of ·p oo.r listening hab it's.

M.iri.j ~i se _~en have re'COg~,ized :the ' impQ;:~ance of

'lis t~~ing . ' ~i ne'~e~n ' ~~ndr~d - ;e~r~ a~o , ' ~~ ~~~r~h " ~ u'qq~st~d : .

~Know how .~ li s ~en and You wil~ pr~ fi h. · even f~om those who

spe~k badty.- ' EP.i~te tus ; · a _<;pnt~~pora ry' ~ O f iii .. sai d :

·Nature - h~. given t o me~ one 't onque but t wo eaes , t h a t we

_y hear f rom othe rs twice as IIlUch as ' we s pe ak . · Shak espe a r e. . "

ha d ! I la ta ff ~ay : -It II; the -dise'ase of ' noe' li.ste '.lin~ , : the

"" .~l.~dY o f no t ma r 'king, th a t I 0.. t r oUbl e d withal. - · ._ ~ \ .. ".:

Ev en though the Iepor-tanee of lis tening has been

a t t e sted t o f~r centuries ~ ~e~e i s no f~nMi ' pr:o'Jr~. o~ , . \ .

inst~uctlon in listeni.nq .i ,:"c l ude d i n t he curricu lu- .of ou~

Newfound land,lchoois.. (!hi s I s ~t, t o Ignore .the pr e s.enc e .

. o f i nf ormal i ns t r uc tio n or the preeence at opportuni ties

fo r list e n inq o ,ffered wi th i n th e courl e ot' ,th e schoo l day. J
. --, ' ....... . , . '

Really, . ~ t would le~ t ha t , only during the 'pas t f.wen ty .ye ars

Ii< .ha s listenin~ r ,;,c e i ved ,much ' at te~ t1on i n ' t he . a rea o.f Lanquaq e

'.ar t s .

The .i mpO'r ta nc e of e f f ective listeninq i n today' s
- . " . ' : .
. wcir l d can hard l y be over~tated. Lis t enin g is ~e p r i mary
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vehicle ~for ..l e arni ng "i n a. ~hil d '~ ' early yea r s ;, Much o f

wha t is le,,~~ed, fo r ' 906~ or bad . com~s ~rqu~h t 'heears.
", . " . " .

Fur ther , ,·,just ·o\\s we spe~k more ', t han we write , 'We, . . . .
lis ten mOre than we · ·r~ad . Too often, however; - we "Trsee n

Chi ldren l i ve 'i n a world of so und . 'Fr om mornin<.l •

t o ni gh t they are s~rrounded n?t onl y with 't he noises ?f

t h e phys ic al ' E!n~ii:onment ' b ut with t he· words o f pe e r s 'and
... \ . " , .

adults wJjo wan t t hem ,t? ;do ,some t hi ng . ~e rJ'~ps. be.cause
", , ' ; , . . ," . ' .

. ~here is s.~ v~ry m~ t alk, many ch dLdr-en .l e a r n to ignore

it.. Too many peopkevare d.i rec~ing . t~o ~ny ide\a s: to them,

\ " 1;hey : "" refuge in "non- listeni ng <:' \They ml f • U sten

, , wi th ~h.alf an "e u " _t o the r a df o er the teleVis i n b~t they

may tra~sfer thi S ;h"bit~ > to 6ther sit';latioris; ' a nd\ ~'ne ' S ~Ch
may we ll be the caaaarcom.

What ' is " lis teni ~g7· · Is it' not ' j us t "heari n~?"

, ,. ' , .
a nd i deas is associated with p r evi o u!! ex perierices wi t.h

. s imilar soun ds a nd ' i de as.

Logan and Log~n ·(1 9 67 ) supply §1e follO'l/i ng

behavioural definition.

~Listening i s th e . art o f hearing sound patterns

or s equences . pu rpose fully directing _a t t e n t i on . : .

to '~h~se" and actively appiYing -· ~pprop~-.
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'COgnitiv; ski l is whieh ' re$ul t i n- t he li~ teAer ' s
. " . . " . - I

: obtaining meand nq a • . forming co ncepts ; i nter';'
. . . "

. preting data , mak in g 'i nfer e n ces , and 'pr e d i cting :
. . '. -, ' ..

seq uence s orpat~erns.·

, . . Listening ',i s , too valuable : a lear ni n g aid t o tie ,

i e'ft ' t o" ch a nce, aa - it ne e be e'n "for s o ' l ong 'i n the .t 't'!; ac hi ng -._ . . . - - ' .

l earn i nq a-rea . Li s te ning c e n be i mp rove 'd t hrough instruct ion. .

Moreov er, : there- -ca~ be a tra ns fer to, ot he r curri c ulum areas ,

suc~; as -La nquaqe arts ,' mathematics an d social . studies .

wilt (19 50 ). did a study. (1 ) . 'to ' daterniine what

pez:c e nt age of t he - ,~choo i day . e lementary' ch~ ldrcn ar e exp cctc "d'

t o dev ote t o listenll\g , '(2) t o disc o ver whether t eachers are

aw~re Of t~e amount ' of ',t i me th ey ex:~c~ ~hi ldren t o lis~~n ;

( and (') ' ~o eeeermtrte t ( e ,~ iativo i mpo,t a nce t~ao,;,rP
. ' u~O~ " th~..r: Ph;-se5 ,o f , 1 angU~g.e ~duca/tio~ . Sh~ foo/1~ that

(1 1. children are expected to , listen 57 . 5 % of t~me .

(~il ' ~~~~~hers are una....a~eof · the arDo~n~ of time th~Y . e xpect

...... .~ ch-i ;t.?F.~n ,t o, lis ten , ' and ( J) t eache r s ,consider l i s t en i ng

': ' :,;l~g'; "impor t.llnt ,t h a n reading ~; 'speakin~; . .

Di~i~e (1967l conC1~d~s, I:-ha't listening i~ .S( l rlOm-.

taught in ' t he schools; neve rthel ess . most i ns t r uctio n is

. of f e r ed in the · li s ten i ri. g ·~ speakJng c6n.text.'Th~1j is ·

cspecial l; ' ,tr~e for t he begin~in9 sch~ol years _. Listeninq ,

~lay s a vital ' role i~ ch'ildren 's 'lea rning ' i n kinderga~ten. ~ . '

and early primary . grades '. Increasingt.he child 's ability .

to 'li s t e n become s a 'ma j or responsibility of ki nderqarten "
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~h~S; of re~di',ng a~d ,.wr i t i ng ~kil is . . C1:1rr!aulum ma t;e ria15 ,

catalogues' do,in fa~t . conta in many co lourful eevert.Lse- I, ...• . .\ . ,' .
. men ts for' listenj.ng Skli ll pro_gFa~: ~he se ,s ame- l'li~te~~al ~,

howev er ,are usually , expensive . which effectively ne ga tes

~ thei r a~qtiisi~iOn by ve~y ,ma;;Y/teaC l'! ~rs . . . .
, \ . .

, . There ' i s a definite ne ed for more research in the '
, . " \ . ':' , . . " I

a~ea of i iaten.ing .. ~~.~ C\ iti.cal pr,o~:em. i s ' th~ .Cons t~.ucti~n \ '

and subsequent eva l ua t i on ' o f a program o f selec ted listeni ng ,
. ' \ . , ' , " ,' , . ' .

acti~i,ties f~.~ firS ~,-grade , .\h~ ~dren . _, .It is a mis.c.oncep~ ion . I

t hat. good lis tening ha bits ,.wi ll develop nat ural l y , i n the
i . . '. , ~

Chi ~,d as he matures: : There , i~,a need for. direc,t Pl~.ned.

inS iruction, ~ 0-stening 'can .be , t aught ~ this ~.as "" 9h~

by r: s tudies of wilt ( 1970) ' , ~ell~gg , (19,66) , , an d Nich ol s

(19'51 ) . Furthennor e, :.:tdn liste\ni ng ior specific pur p os es
/. . ' . ... . . . ". .' ..!}t,ught the r e can be . ca rryover ~,nto,. the r eeding 'ar ea , '

I , .
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Kr a rly i k ' ,(1972 ) • Tepci r tinq on Hei laan ~s s t udy , sa ys 1o.ha t ,
· . .;' .

listeni nq is related t~ many fac~tl o f :r.ead i n g , s·UCh '_,as
, ' : , " '

expanding ' concePta ~ proper_. inton ation pat t erns and

> .. "de v e lo pi nq sound wo.r k ha bl e e .

Most '"of t he studie s ., i~ U s t en1 n q h~~~ b@e~ con-:

d~cted ' i n the mi ddl e ,q r ade s . Relative l y ' ~ i t t:,le has , ';'ee n

~, ' , researched ' i n t he ea.~ly p~imary grades. 'rhes~ have bee n
\ , ' " ' , .

de ve loped by r c sea r che r s wh o construct ed t h e ' prcqram and
." ,',' . \ ' " " .

tred d a s. " .oo. '>.. t,e".. i.~Pl.~nt it . . Tno,. e .~'. eene e e ha d "

no s ay 1 n i ts,. de~lopment ' and c onseque n t ly may nct; h ave

.b e e n f UllY' a~~~e : of its 'i~portance , ' I c o pe 'a -Q- d s l qu e nc e.

Ther~' '~as p:~Uab;y l ~ttle t r an Sfe r" i~ to ., re~ular CI~~S-
..I" • ~ :' 'I .' ', '

· r oom actiVitie s ;~ . <l(...- ,

. 'nle p a r,ticu,lar ~nstructional: proqram t o ,?e de sc ribed

ne .revea develC:p&d b y a fUll-tim~ qrade one t eacher as pa~t .

•of her re~lar ~ ,dut ies . Certai;n,ly a nUmbe r o f !I~Ch , studies'

wo uld b e varra~ted; It .·iS ~~d that othe r t e achers may ; ~

· enco ur 'Aged to con s truct and ilnpleaent a pr09ralll vi t h their
, . ~ .

students. . . .
One o f : th e ma jq,r p~ses for qi ving ~hildreii i n

, , "
t he, pr i marY' qrad~s directed ' listeni ng .exper'iences i~ t o '

h~ye them listen fo r s~c~ fic purposes.

The spec it'ic 1i~ten~nq s kil l areas in ~hl s , s t,ud y

(1) To fo l l ow 'dl r 'e c t i o n s ,

(2 ) ,T O ,~eca ~l i deas 1i n prcp~ r ~equenc::e.

, ' :"-



" ( 3 ) · To i dent i'f y".t he · main ide a, iri a c l uste.r ~ f

ut t e ra nc e s , and

( 4 ) To ' expand or ' en lar ge ·vocab u l ary .
. . ....

• The purpose o f such ' a pro g r am'i s to de v e lop l i s t en i m,l

~ki l lil ~nd to d e 't er lfli,n e "'he ther ' ,th~re wUI be a correspondinq'. ' , ' ..
i mp r ov eme n t. 1.n · re.ading pro f icienc y :

~ This stud! . i~vOlved · f or ty - ni ne gracle one pup i ls i n

two ' ~istin ct qi a ss es . They 'were , h e t ero g e neoul!Il y gro u peil.

' ' '0 , wo. cressers . ":Bot h cias s es us ; , ,t. aeee .b"al \.",uog;

a~ts . series . 'Th e ~hi'l dren c o me f rom [ mi ddl e - Cl ass
. .

soc i o.- eCOn olllic . e nviro nment.

Twenty -fiv e children . i~ the experinie~ta l qJ:"OuP. . ' " - .' , ' , .

re ceived ' a n i ns t ruc tional program whic h consi s t ed of twen ty

'l es s ,o ns of ~~:n~Y' mi n.u t es 'd~r~tio_n , ' as incQ~rated . i~to ' th~
regulai . l;.a nguage art s ' pe r i od. The twen t y-four pupi l s i n t he

, .", \;1;1' , " ': , ' . ', . , '
ot h e r grad e one cla s s r eceive d no _t r ai n i ng i n lis ten i ng

~u,ri ng t h e eXP~ri~nt.a l,period . '

A , ~ tudy of t~e scores· _ ~ece iyed ,. in the . p re - and ' ,

pos~-t~sts. by both, ~roups a nd.a t-t~,~t . ~n ' , the , d if ferences

betwe en '"the Jleans sho u l d show,.th~t ' t he ' e :ir:per 'imenta'l : 'g r oup

wi il.·i lllpr o,ve in tn'dr' abUit~ t o li~t~1l1. e nd to rea d; as

compar ed with the qr oup 't ha t, did n ot .re~eive · t h e " treatJne nt .~

Ch ildren ~)e t aught eo . liste n • . ,An impro v ement ' iii

{is te~ing 'skil l s ' can prswClke an ,~provem.ent i n r (!adi n g

ab,i J, ity . A t eacher Who is ~', tuned in " t o th e ' abili tie s and

'nee d s ; l ikes an d di ,sl i kes ,'o f her '· s t uden t s and i s cOgnha~t
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; ' ~ [ ' <.
: stat imen ) , o f th e, p~Qblem

' It wa s ' t he intent ot' t h is stu dy to d~termine 'wh e t her "

fir~ t graders in " t.hei~seco~d s~~ester • • ~ChOOl W~Ul~ pro'H~' :
, f:r o 'Iiidi~ect instruc tion ' i n , li~ t~ning skil l s" '. Would 't~er~ 6":
also , b~ a eo'r r es po n J i ng, i~ilro-$em'ent 'i !l t he i r ,re ~ ?- .i ng, abi lit~?

Two grouPs "comprisftd t he study; an experimen"tal 'g:r6u p wh i ch

; recei~ed the li!l,~ening skill ; e v e l op m'ent lessons. and(;" .
i ., ' ', ' . " , '

control ,9ro u p which .re ce L'ved no formal :,l,(stening · ~~ll s.

ins truct i~n .

.. . .
i rivolv ed vari ous · t e aching procedures and included some

' i n listeriin~ , but ~e discret:ncy s tage~ a :.l a"r g.e. m~r~in: . for

imp r,oveJl\f!nt •.

. , .- , , .
Lis te,ning .h a s 'app a r ent l y .be e n t he neglected a~ea of .

th"a language ,ar t s " Nicho ls J 19 39? , ~eviewed pertinent

r e s ea r c h and foun d :t o th a t t i me there qad "appea:r e d onf y .

fourteen 's t"u d .i:es . '.i.n listen ing; ' ·meant ime , l. , 9S1 " s tudi~s in'

readi~g had be~ri' p Ublis he d" , By i 96 8 'Duke r reporte~ 1,332 .

arti~le s de a l i ng wi ~h listening ~s compared t o c l 00se :0 t en

Wil t ' s , (19 ; 0) study showed th"a!- ' e duca t ors needed t o. ,

b e, IIIOre awa r e.o.f ,.' tha ~unction an'a importan~ethat , li8tening.

' ~u~s if' ~e child's l~i~. RU:ssell_ (,19~4! ·~eportl~g · on the

. studies ,Of Ranki n ,. Cor ey " ' Ho.ga n , prCl~t.. Edgar , . a n d DeVili'_e"

says tha t- although ',all s tudies were "o f s.h o .rt .:iurat~on,

: ( ' thous and i~~ rea,di ng, 1'his ':9howed 'an i nc r e a s e ~n interest
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· s~pp~rt , th~ a~~umption th 'at listening : biliti es i rnpr 9 ve
~ . , " .

141.th instr~tlon . l .

:; ,~d~~tte . (19 61) s't;udied grade ~ i x s~.Uden~s and fo~d

th~t ' foimost of the ~t~dents. tra~~ing. z::esul ted. in more '

: effecti ve ' l i s t e n i ng . '. Twenty~nine students . e e c e f ve e l ower

.scot.~.~;-f~_:·~he'. ,pos t- t~'sts'; b~t ,t~~'r~ wa: no .exp;~nation.; ~iv~n .
Sh~ f O,und that when ',s p e ci f i c' listening comprehension s ki l ls

. ',' . " ' ,

s ,uch.,.a-s,"m,:,-in.' idea f · ."noti ng details" ari d "mak i ng i nfer enc e s ."
. ' ; ', . ','" . " .' , ". '

:- 'we r e i mprove d:. o t he r compreh e nsion skil ls s uc h as ac qu i ring
, . " . ' :" . ' "
.."word ~l!!anings.' '' an d "follow J.ng dJ.rectl.o ns" a lso t en ded to :J

i mprove. . J

Laban (l963) d l.d ~ long1tud l.nal study d f the ianguage •

development''"bf elementary school c hildren . He fo llowe'd~
. , la,?g~'a:g~ ' ·deve~~pme.~t ~f e reve» kin'dergarte~ , ci~sse~ 'H r o u? h

. Grade l~ ; He ' found '~h &~ 'r ea di ngl . writin g. ' , lis t~ ri ing and . '

s peaking were a ll . posi'tively relat ed . He '~uggested that .../

.. lis tening .dese:r~es ' ~~r f uller a nd ,mor e ' SO~hi~ticate~ , ' t're ~t- .

'\ . ment ' t~~n "~t ',oir~t~in most pr:~g;ams' . I ' "

, .~~ " Dev ine (1'967) , an~lyzes a study by ' Barb~ and Carr

in :l.~64. :~~y s~~e~-g~~de·s ·'two ': t~ : ·f~U; aild f'&~~ 'tha~

listen it!g. ab i li t y ~y be , ~ ,b e t t e r· ' predic.to~" of ~eadinq

. \ ' ~ .

-, .:....
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Ni c h o l s (19 5;7' ) ~s~id t hat r e'search'\howed r~ading

an d lis~e'nin~ s kills do -no t; !mp~v_e a t .che same rate "!he n

: o n l y readi~9 is taught. Durrell'an~ Haye~ H 9'70) . co n-

~~rrned ~thi s . They , said t ha t i n gra de : on e ' a . Ch ild ;~: re~ding

c~mprehension a pproache s his

Ji5te'~in9 co mp r ehens . , Educators are' ~o~ , .t a k i ng , t hei"r

s t udent s ~rom , "whe r e , t hey a re " e nd lead ing -t hem e ver onward,

an d ' upward 'in the area Of list.;ning .

Kellog g '.1l 96..6l deS igned a ,st"udY t ';'re.flec t the
extent o f Poss ible r e la't ions h i ps b etween t he listeni~g ' and

~~ading skins .O,f first grade c hHdre n";,-Th r e e g roups wer,e

.s t udi e d:: " " . supplied' ~ .':t_r:uctured listening ~k i)1s p r o97a m,

one ,wi t h . a non-st.ructured p rogram and t he t hird group, t he

control gr~up, whi ch r ecei ved no ins t ruc t;on. He us ed the ."-

Wri ght Lis tening comp rehension 'T~s t to meas ure listening

c omprehen 1 on . , , He' f ound . ('~J s ~gnI~ic.a~t d iffe rence i n..,
:"chieve me.nt ga~nsin t hose in t he structured' Rr 09 ram ove r

t hose in :t he un s tructure d progr am, and ' (2) the tre.at ment·

did a ff ec t achievement in rea ding :

Eliza beth Thorn (1 968) stud i ed one hundred and
. / . ' , ' " , "

t,hirty- tw o f i rst grade ' ch i l dre n and . found . that liS tening

comprehension was l mp ro v e d signif i cantly by way o f a '

program of direct ' 'i ns t r u c t 'iol ~
Third graders 'f r o m hig~ a nd 10~cio-e~~0~ic \

~ro~s Of adv a nc7i:l a nd r etarde d readJrs w'r.e s~~d~ed " bY , I

Fllynn ] nd ~yrne ' (197 0) . signi:Uca~tdifferences' be twe e n



. . .
advanced an d r e'tarded re ader s i n au ditory ab i li t i e s,' was

fo und" but soaio-econo mic facto rS ;'did n?t . dP pa,r en t l y

in fl ue nce t~e f indings.

Lund steen (1971). rePbrte~"o~ t~;elve: ;tudies , ......-,~
covering ' almost al l grades and 1.0. " l e ";el s : He co ncluded'

- thar~'is,t~ning i ns::-uction may ha ve i~pr~d ' r,e ';di ~9 ~. , .

i nst,fuction : e special ly. ~~ t th e grad e one "l e vin . ' \

Marg ery , Krany ik ' 'i1972j' did a s t udy of, grade one

,J pupils . _Shoe ' 'cons t~uc t~d ' and -e va 'luated ' ~ pr~'~t"a,lQ. o f

, li s t eni n g skill, ac tivi t i~ s for f irs t grade c hildl'e.n who

had not ye t de velope d sk i~l i n readi n g. Sh~ used t~?="ee

, grou~s , ' : o~e ' t e ae he r - t a ugh,t , o~e with tap~d lessons , t~e

s a me lessons ' fo r b oth , eee .e contro l -qroup ' who rece i.v~d

no : i ns 'tructio n . '1'h~ , ex perime nt a l groups. receive d 7wenty

l es90~s whi ch w7~e co ndu cted using activity sxcees a~d

~mrnediat.e ~eedback . She , foc used ? n t~e s p:, cific ~killS

~ ' o f ' . (1) foi!owi ng direct ions , ,(2 ) f i nd ing the mai n i de a and

(3) noting de tai l. '!'he Durrel l Liste n i ng- Read i n g Se ries '

~.was us e d as a pre~test and pose - Eea t. in 'l i s t ening

comprehens.i.on , ' She fo un d t ha t ~is ten ing could be t aught

t o fi rst grade r s ' who had nO, sxill ,i n readi ng .

_~ ' s t udy was do ne by Cole , (1 961) t~ d etermine ' the

t- effec ts of, i nte nsive· i nstruct ion i n list~nin9 · coinp~ehen9ion

with d.ifferent ,.i nt elligence g~oup~, i n 'q rade one , , Sh'e used

one hund red ' an d fort y-one studen,t5 . The exPeri~enta,l · g r ou ps

j-ece dve d: fi ft ee n mi nut e daily i.e ssc ns . She Cound t hat · the

~\,--_._. -~_..-



. .,... ..

• I;::J

" . . . " : :,
co rrelations to t he , r e ad ing s co re s •

~,:j'
. , . '" . ' '. ,.."' .

eXpenmell't a l . 9rb~p ,.made , s ubs tantial gaJ:ns i n both h s t en :1.ng .

. and , +e adiriq • •

.oWe ns (1'976 ) ~t~d-b.~d· pupils In' ',grades: t wo, four ,

<l:nd,dx '~o ,: x~i~e t h e' UBi o~. audi.tory meniory .t e s t s ".t o :, .

p r-ed f.ct, :t;,eading a chievement . , The Gate s - Mac:Gl nltie r e ad ing

tes eawere used . El~ve~ ~~~-ividualized .t e s te were us e d :t o

. t e 's t aUdi;to'~y ~inemory; ' nine ~f' t~~~~ ' s~~w,ed ~signi~icarit .

. .=~"-"''''''''=
- '-t a l1ght J ,f C? r ex'.;mPl~ , no t ing detail , and _t:Oi l ow.1h 9 directions.

~os.t "o f, t he ,s ;!=udie~ . f o cused on corr~ l~a~ing . l i s t.e n i ng with

~eading and s howed tha.t lis te.~ing · can be t augh t and that

. ~' ~si tive c:orr~iatiO~ · 'e'xi ~ ts' be.twc~n l is t~ning ' ~,~d read~ ng •.

. .. Ber g e y H978.) " s t~di~d a gr:6u~; ~f.thirdan'd fourth

. ~raJ~'r~''-~ho;~we';e ~xpose'd ~o a 'dj.re:te ~'- .l~S'~~.!I'in<;l ins t r uc-: .

t ion a l progra m .-for a 'p erio-d 6:£. two .mon t jis , " Be~ge; ' fo~nd .
" i ' . ' - , '

t~~t ' bot h llste n.:i.'ng and -.re~ding \.i rnpr o;e .when ~h~ ldren '

-' r e i;'e i ve·, ~ormal ,tra in inq .~~ lis t en i .ng- i na.d,dition ,t o .' t hei r

re'~~lar langua~e- art~. pr;gram.

';I'hese ~tudie,s sho~that, p lanned','~iStening . 1'eBs on s

s~~ceSSfUI in 't he primar y. g r-ades. , Sign'if1cant

..

' . , 1 ."



The Des ign of the Study. . .
Gr ade one pupils in thei"rse~onci semester were

chos en for thi> ,tooy : TwO-bh') d,' of the ' f i "t grade

population of s chooi ' in .a mid'dl~ c l as s s ection ot: St . "

'c' ' . , \ JOh~ ; S were , st.udied~ Th'e .chi l'd r en h~d' be 'en ra~dO~lY\ ... . . . , . . ' " ',, ' :
\ssi~ned f ro m the to t a l school . entra~ce popula tion . _,' Al l

o{ t he chi l dr e n had' attende~ ~i~derg:arten , T.he 'ch~lQren

were .,a s s Lqned t o ~;:'!ir grade one cl a s s e s by the principal
. ' 'f ' ' . • • ' . •

us i l!g ; t he . fo llo",~nq criteria ; ' t he sco r es of · t he _~-,

MacGin it ie Re'a(l iness Te s t admi.n i s t.ez-ed i n May , 19 79 , ,t he :.

~~'."dergar,ten teac~.e~~' student ,\bility as~eslmen~ .; and th~,

' pr i nc i p a l ' s evaluation' o f each s'tudent 's abili ty . Thu~
. \

the classes were arranqed as much as is hwnanly ·pOs sible..

. ' ', ; . , " . ' , .
. class; -ene r e wer e nO,repeate rs ' included in the s tudy. At

the ~e~innil)g' :Of··th~ school yeartheJ;e ·~~re t wenty -five
. . .. "

s tudents in e a ch class, b ut one student transferred be fore

the study wa s begun. , Al l o f'the chi 1d r e n h a d attained the

. '~ge Of, six'a's of December '31 , ' 19 79 . ~he inve sti~ator \fa 's

a membe:.r ' :~f the SChOOl ls'~~aChing s,t aff ; The o,the r ' tea~her :

was m6st 'C'O-operati~e. i n a l iowln'g 'her class to he t e s t e d as

the control grou~;



period . .' . ,
The buire 'll £ iste n:l ng - Reading s eri'es was us e d as '

. . .
Twa. gro ups wer e st_ud l ed. : The ' res ea rch, ;:Iesign 'us e d

wa s :the 'pr e ":t e s t , ,, t.r-e a t mer rt, p~s't-tli!st type l~ . <I as ' de!;cribed
. .

by Redinger, (19 73 1" . Bo t h group~ wez e-pret.es t ed i n lis tening

. ,a nd re/:l,di ng. The l istening t est ; whi c h consisted 'oftwo

parts , one of forty · minutes duration, and the other of

.. . ' , , .
t h.e pre- and pcee-eeeee • Fo rm DE wall t h e Rr e - tes t .a nd Fo r m .'

EF~ ' a n a1~er~: te form o f t he sa'me test ; was t he po~t-test :
" .Th i s ' .t~ ~t is ,a~i'nistered .prally. 't o 't he ~ tO t.a l ·' gro ]p . ' Th'e ' A

lis~eni ng pa~t ~ons is .ts ~O~a llY' ,Of pictures. The
l
words and

· sentence.~ · a r e sp~~~n by th~ e xami,ne r "" are , n o t r e e n by

· the p upil. Thus -tihe chi ~d i s tested on .wha t he he ars.

The reading tests c o n s i s t of words and sent e nc e s

whic h are ' t o be read , by the students . The Du ; reUI Lis tening ­

Re i n Series i s cons~_dered to be an ...ac~ePtablfl 01 of

research . ;/ •

The p r e - t est wa s g:Lven on e wee k before tr a tro ent

began : wh i l e t~e pos t -test wa s a dm:Ln:Lst e red exe c ly two

I

t h irty ml n""tes was giv~n on o ne day . The reading te.st,

~~ich : is set' up ~xactiy : t~e same as t he li~'tenin~, 'wa s
• . !... . '

~ : adminis tered fo ur ' days .l a t e r .

Th~treatrnent was giv~n to the e x pe d me n t 'a l group

only. , It c~~s'i s ted o f t wenty lesso.ns of ap proxlma t e ly t~enty :

min u t es .d u r a t i 0,n t aught t o ' the who l e c l a ss . ' The . lessons ~ere

· t.au qh t.: in the - ~~:~.ing , as par t of . t he -regular 'l a ng ua g e a:.:t 5
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} I _ "
months from the date of t he pre-eese . " (Thus! a gain of . 2

~~Uld be expect-ed to occur ~ithout any l '''sp,ci~l t r e a t ment . ")

A\~a in o fimcz-e than . 2 for ,any m~er of 't he ' e xpe r i ment a i .
, ' .

gr~up co uld be cO,nstrued ~s having .be e n p~voked by the

n~tening lessons .

\ , Unf o r t u na t e l y a iot' o f c hildr"en we r e s ick "at, that

pOs h-test time '. I t t ook 'a l mos t t wo more weeks t o test t he
I . . . ' ,

chi ldren , w~o had been abs en t whe n t he ' g roups wer e test ed •
. : " ' . 'I .

It must be l1nd e r st:o o d t hat '1is~enin9 ope rate's a t

var~:ous lev~~s , hearing~;tening " alld ' .<Il,ld~n,? ," ~ Hearing,

is the proce ss -by which sli>undwaves a r e received , mOdifi~d
" . . .- - . , .

and re.layed al~ng -t he ne~o~s~ystem to the ear .- '. List~nlnq

;1 5 ' th~' proces s ' o f ~i r~ct1~g ~ttention' to and therefore

b'ecoming aware 0,£ so~nd ' seque~ces .. . Auding i s the ,t e r m used

by B~~n (l9~7) to de noti e t he aspect~ ,o f k no winq, inc.lu~ing

. percepti;n, j u~ge~~nt , ~reas~.ning ; ~emE}~erlng , ' an d i mag i n i ng.

T~echildren, involved i n t his study . ha d all be en

tested for 'he ari"ng in kindergarten. no ne .o r . them were f~und

to hav e defects. " The lesso n,s we re constructed t o dircc:t t he

ch i i dr en' s ' experiences ' an d do aid them ' i n becoming mor e- .

The types o i- liste'ning tha t ever y()ne mu~t 'e ng ag e ,i~

c " ., :~~jJi'i teral , ' int'e.rpretiv~ , a nd ,Cri~ical • .TutolO ((l97~ l sai~ '
.', that it is just ' a s impor~ant to dev elop a s equential pro gram

'~n ii~t~ning as it is in r~~din9-·• . One ca n s~ta;'~ wi t~
i ' ~: a.uditory di6crim"inatici n and mov~, to t he mOre. ·~mplex ,

co~ni,t~~e proces ~es ' .~nVO lved .' i n lit e r a l, i in-terpr'eti~e;;c '.an~
r,,~ ." . I '.-';",. ,



eva ~ uati;i:! ' t f s t eni' ng . The ' J:t,.indergarte~ ~eadi~ess and
. ' I J \

f irs t grade progra m have a l ot of m:'"terial dea rh, ng wl.th

deve l opi z:g auditory . dfs cri~1nat i'on, '~f -cc nscnann sounds ,

I" t he r e fo r e t he pr og ram 'de ve l ope d ' de~l t with fU~dament"al

. ins~r.uCi;~:m 1n ~he . o~her areas . ..... ..

. , : Witt : (19 55) , q uoting Stiickhnd,~ i ists ,,these.·phases

.~ i8te~i n'1 · deVe l?pmen t.", , ~, · .; :', '.

I ( 1) . Litt le cons~~us l1steniml 'e xcept: when
. . . . . . ' . " , !

directly and persona l ly concerned with.
': , . ' .~ : oJ.

wha t it bei~'1 . ~resent:ed.

(2) .Eas i l y . ?is tta ~ te<l bY' peo pl e .and, thi ngs

(3) Half- lis t en in g, ~hiie ho l ding f.as t t o own.

i .dea.s" and ' Wll~ ~ini't o ins,~rt t~em' a.t t.~'~ •

f i r st op portunity , . ' '

(4) Li s t:en ing ~~ssivel ' ~i.t;~ ~,:,p~rent abs or ption'

~ut little or ,no ..react.Ion ,

(51 Lis t ening, ' f onn ing' associations , ' and

responding wi t h items from his own
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" I t Could be ' held th a t · ' i t .: i s the schoOl ',s fun cti on
" ' .

. ' to (oeus Up?" ph~s_es' five an d f~;llO.Wi~~ in o:r::der t~ , hel p

\~e ,s t uden t s to g a i n p row es s i n those a reas . I nh erent . in .

each phase of listening axe various skills and auhskLLj s

that ' ne~~ to Se' developed ~y ~ome' ~ nstructi:ona l ' mea~s :

Th~S S~UdY , :a~~e.~~d to develop th~".fO~ l.~~~.~g Skl.l~S:
Fol lowing Directions -" . t he process of interpre ting

' " '" I" ' -, ' " ', " -". ,, ' ,"
~nd ,, :un~er lFtandin9 . oral ,d i r ec t i o ns: , as . demons~rJted ~y pilloing I'

' ...a rn~rk near. , above and 'under II. give n picture.' .

~indinq the Main id~a :" the ' proces s -of listening ~o

'Il short s tory a nd i nt e r p r e t i ng the most important idea

d~~el?~d.iit that 'sto ;ry .: - ;i~d ·. indicati·119 t h is by cir'cli,n~

one ,of, ' four pictures in a , ro w.

Recalling Seq ue nce - ' 'th e process of ,.li s t eni ng- t o ' a r .
~is t of na~e~ Of.~i~tures and 't 'i ndi ca t e the" ~~der in 'W~~Ch

t hey ' we r e . pr~s~nted by ,umberi ,

.. ' i .Exp anding ' Voca bular y - ' the . p~cess of add~ng new

wor ds t o 'one ' 5 ·e xper i e n t ial background

e xposure to new i de as .a nd conten .

rough frequent

L
Liter ature one reads on t subject .of developing

lesso~s f o r l~stening . ~'tresse:s ' t:he import an ce o f (l) ' s e t t i ng

goals 'or pl.1rpose s , (2) l ,:,t t i ng the student s kno w ~hose

purpose'~, ( 31 making the 'mat.eri~l a s interes ting-; as pos sible ,

. ' (4 ) -"es tabli sh i ng-' a gOOd, ll'steninq c.Ldmat.e , an~, l 5 ) prov1din'q

immediat e f ee dba c k ' a's to how well · th~ s t Uden t rea~hed 'th e "

goa ls set .



j
TWen ty ' l es sons , were co '!.stri.l6t e!l,. ,They were 'a r r an:ge d i

'a s f e:;"llows'; ;)ne i~troduc~ory Le s s e n s s e":en 'iessons to fOU oJ '
.. -; .... . . .. .. : ' 1

.

d i '.,e c t i onSJ ' , five , les son~ , t o dev.e~·ol s. equence., a.nd s even '.!
Le aaons '0 fi nd '"~ mai n . id~a. ,t::,=", two '0 ' , we n,, ;ad I

, ' . ' . . • .. . ' '. '1
t wo. a_C: ~ i vl tY. : s~eets each Whl Ch t he cb LLdxen ha ? . t o ma rk in _' j' .

""'?" ways . depe,nd i ,ng o~ the ' l~sso~ ' s purpose. The l ayo ut :

of , t he s hee t s was , similar in- t As t there were fi ve - ro weo! -I '
pi~~~re s clearly '~d persh-ee ~ '. ' ~his .; do ne' .; 'or'de1
th~t -the 'chi l dr e n wo til d _f~el 'comfo~t~ble ~n~ ' s e c ur e , i~' th~ j

. .
The childr e n : r e ~ l1y aeemed t o 'Emj oy t he .r e s eo ne .

10m" H~tle . gi~f wa's ~~erheard to re~rk ~~h ~' ~~o~;! it' s

', list~ning tim~ , .. when .t he ' ~ctiv~ty s hee ts were be ing

passed . o ut .

·1.
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CHM>TER IV ' .

~alysis ofi nata
. . . .. '---
Thh ala of thi s study ,,!4.• , two :- fo ld :~ (11 to - ~ & cov~r

'"l f the U8ten1n9 s kills prQqr~ ~at vas d e ve loped ,'for qrade

one .p upils wo!'lld be s uc ce s sfu'l :1n increas ~~q the ch ildr en ' s

ge ne ra l listen'i nq abil i t y, " a n d 121. to. discover if t he .
. . / ~ .

a cq ui s ition , o f i nc r ea s e d listening s kui. wo uld p rovoke a n

i mpr o veme nt in t he chi i d r en ;s r~ading abil~ty• .

The stude n ts were t es ted f or l is t e ni ng "and reading

en the ~urre i~ ' Li ~;i'e~ inq - Readin g s~r~~; " forms -DE and E; '.
. . _ . 0 _ . "oJ . .: ..

The treat~nt cons i sted o f twenty le s s on8 o f a pp r oxi matel y

twenty minute s du c illtion • . over a, si x- ....eek period~
i • - . . . ~ . . /. .'

The t ot a l poss ible .score for e ach l e s so n wa~ t en.

Eac h corr~ct~item r e ceive d a scor e o f one . ' Th~re _ we r e no

;'~enalti~s· fo.r ,Lnco r ; e ct ans we :r:s . 'tabl~ 1 i s a ,re~rd o f

' . t he children ' s s cores a ll. those lessons . 'l'he tabl e s hows •, .. .
~at the _jority o f the s~udents h a d no problem' wi th the

. -wor k . SOllie s co r:es tend~d t o ~ia1nia h t CNa r ds the latt~r
. t e s ec ne of each of the ar eas . whe r e th e wor k was mor e

dif~i eul t . ,One ' in te·re"a~i ~9 · f ace t of :t he s e s cores inVOlve,_

s tuden t·s numbere d evc , f out , ten., a nd eleve n . ' '1'he t r· scores ·

ont.he s eq ue ncing ~ess~ris vere ve ry ' l ow. .~~se ~essons

~ere " 'base·d on s im pl e recall of"eneee , ~nd l ater fOu:. captions '

commensur~te wi t h pictured'" i t ems • 'th e ;o,~iginal intent wa s

t o t ell · t he child r en s tories and have them number pi c t ur e s

depictinq · i~eu in t he s to .ry.. in th e proper sequ~nce'- 'this · '

'-~./: : .
l '~ ~_ - . .. .·- - - -c--·- 0-.-0- ... .~..-. --~ :o:-n:-;:-~ :, ? ~ , . '



\5.'; ,

-~

'· 1
Table 1 - I ,

,
4 5 s 7 8 s 10 11 12

10 10 ", 9 8 10 10 10 10 10

7 , ., 5. 5 9 , 10 10 10

10 10 10 , , 10 10 10 ab, , , abo 10, 10 10 10 - s 10 10 10 · , 0 8 · 10 10 7 7

ab o 10 10 , , 10 10 10 . 10
8 J:l~' " 10.

10 . 10, 10 10 7 e , 10 10 10 8 .S":;: 6 9 10 .

10 10 ; "9 · '10 10 10 10 10 8 10 10 10 10

10 s 10 ·, 0 ab~ 10 10 10 ". 10 , , 10 10 10

10 10 10 9 10 10 ab o 10 10 , , s 10 10

;Ill ab o ab o 8 s '. 2 5 9 ' 10 , 9 ab o 10 1 0 2

: 11 7 10 s s 10 10 s 10 - 10 10 , s 10 7 4 10

12 10 " 10 10 10 s . 8 ' 10 ab o ab o ab o -'8 10 10 10 abo 10

13 10 10 ab o 10 ; 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 s 10 10 10 10 10

14 " abo '10 " 10 s 10 , s , 10 10 s 10 10 10 10 10

15 10 abo 10 10 .:, 10 . 8 10 10 10 10 , 10 ab o 10 -10 s 10 ,
16 · 10 10 I. ; 10 8 10 abo 10 10 10 .' s . , 10 . 10 s
17 10 10 . 10 10 10 10 10 s ab o ab o ab o/.~ ' 10 s l~ · 10 10

18 10 10 s 10 10 , 10 . 10 10 10 10 1 0 ,1. 8 s ·' 0 10 . 10 10

as 10 ab o . 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 'ic 1:0 10 10 10 10 · 7

, 0 10 10 10 9 "10 ., 8 10 10 10 io 10 10 10 10 10 -i •

Fo llowi ng

!
~

...
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CT~ .'~'~ ' ~ro~ram w~s ::m~erta~en, beca~~e 1~ ; ~~~id ups,~t'--:'th'e':,
, , ' .\ ' -,', ,: , .. ' ." , ' . ..

.cion t l hu i t y 'o f t h e present a tion o! the le~sons: Those '

. • . chi idr~n who did ,~e ally poor~y ~n' this ,: area ' ~r~~~.he, ve~y

ch lldren. 'w}j.o ex peedencedia ,l Qjl:. of , difficulty throug h .,t he

" yea;r.in,lear'ni n9 t o read . 'The y progressed a t e. s lowe r

~~te t han the: re s t o f th~ chil'dren '.

I ~ailey (1969) ,fcnmd much ' t he ' same thing i n he r

' ,, " " . ' . '.. ' , .
Thi~ .is an . a rea ,tha t , i~. certainly , wor~~ , inve s tig~ t.~~g '~nd.

,may, be: a starti~g . poi~t , ~h ' diagnosipg ·c hi.,ldr e n w i.th ~

lea~ning .diffi c lil t i e s in re~di.ng .

The pre-tes t mean sco res fo r both groups were equal

on bot~ :l i s t en i n g ' an'd re~ding; : Wh i ch ' . ~is ' cii~'ar 'eV~denc~~ tnat

, .the groups we r e , Cl os e l Y mat ched. , The ' me an ,s co r e i n 'listen'-­

I ng was 2. 9 ,and ~n,reading ~ t was ~.4 . The scores a t t aine d

by both grou ps a r e shown -Ln Ta ble Two . Gi vEln the' a p pa r e nt
~ . : ' . . .

match' , it was not ·tho ught ne c e ssa ry t o compute 'a t-t El,st ' f or

s igni f i c an ce on thes e . '

\

./

\ ,
. ~





· Ta ble 3

, Listening -..
Slt udent No . Experimental· Conti'ol Experilmntal

~ Group oro", t
, 1'. 2.7 2. 5 1.. I.'

2 ~ . 8 3.3 I., 2. 1

3 3. 6 . a.e 2.3 r. a
-, ' 2. 8 2.7 1. 2 I.'

' .3 3.0 2 .~ 1.3

< 2 . 7 3. 2 1.3 2.-t
3. 3 . ' 2.4 1. S 1. 0

3. 8 a.e 3. 0 L5

' .8 ' .5 2.' '2. i
1. 8 2.2 1. 7 1. 0 .

3.0 3. ' ~l. 3 2.2

3. 8 3. 6' 1.1- 1 :7

3. 3 2.7 1. 7 1.,
2. 7 3. 3 1.5 . 1.3

": '3. 0 2. 9 . 1.8 1. 5

2. 7 a.e 1. 5 2. '

3. 7 2;7 2 .7 1.,
3.' 2. ' 2 .2 1.5

3.6 ' 3. ' 2.' I.'
'2. 7 . a.a 1 .~ 2. 0 , -
3.-1 ' 3.5 1 ~S .1. 5 '

3. 2 ,2. 4 ·,2 . 0 1.5

3. 0 3. 0 I.' 1.7

2.' 3. 5 "l.6 1.7

e.e 2 . '

79.7 73. 7 46 . 3



. ,.,

_'--'--~c . .

The ' po1t:-test mea n scor e for I h t e niriq lIch'ie~ed by
~e experi~ntal g ro up wa s ] .2 , w~ch i,' a gain of th r e .e

. . '.
months in a -two~month· .pe ~i,?d . The - cont~l 9ro~P ' S . melln was

J.O, which r e fl ec t s a ga in of o ne .-on t h during the two-month

pe~i~d . The e xpe r i fllent a l group 9aine~ IlOr8 • t.h~n the : cont~l

gro up . aowe ver., the t - t e st sco~e o f . 93 wa s not f ound t o be

oignifico n t at It h • ,;, a e ver •

The exp eriment al gr oup ' s m~an score on t h e re 'ad ing

post- tes t wa s 1. 9 ~ : a 'ga i n of 5 rnO'nth s i n ' a t~-month p~riOd •
. ' " , . '_ f

~he~ control .9roup ' s mean s cor e was ' 1 .6: lI. ••t wo-:mcnth g~~n,

which would occur normally. There~o~e somethin.g mus t h a ve

. been .at wor k with i n the e xpe rime nt al group , "dur i n g the ' _~WQ­

JaOnt b study ~ri"ad ~ ' so mething ,Whi ch d id not occur ~n the

C?nt rol .qrouP. However . the t -test s co re of l. 1 4 . is . no t ' a

. aigni f icantdiqerence at th e , • OS level. .

Figures 1. 1 and 1 .2 show a sunmary o f the . data

obtained. .

Bernoull i , repor t in g ' in Ker l i nq8r (197 ,.) s ays that

a di ffe r en ce of ' three s tandar d de vi ati ons c r IIOre is si9nif-
'.' .' .

i cant ~ so s1 qnif:fc ant that it .a mount s to " mclrod ·c e r t a i r:at y .:

The i mportant ques tion Ls, how large a differ ence or how

. f a r away f r o m the hypo~etiC11 : mea':1 of zero m'7't a deviado~:. ,

be to be si'qnificant? ' The • OS ' l evel i s 1. 96 s taru:1ar d. .
dev iations ~ro'ffl the ,mean, and the ;'01 'lev~ i 'is 2.S B , sta~da~d

~ de~i atioris f"ro JII ·e..he lIlea.n . T~ere ar e c:o~iJ.cationlf, ~sP~Cial'lY

wfth small a"mp les . A s uple r ul e i • . .2 Pt;~dard de'Viations '

·1'·
-v.

'.
' , 'f

l · ~~:..:- . ~_ --'-'- . · _ _ .. . ._. _ _ .>.
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