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and.devel opm~t:
.'

comprehens ion •

. The student~ selected f or ~tUd~ were 't hr e e fe male

' a~d twa:,~.m~~e' fifth gr~ders f r om an" eleme~ta.ry sC~O~l iri.. ..:

c;"'.:e~tiori ~N~;;foundland:The:'att~~~ed " .. ra":,i;.r : ,

~~a~s roo,,! ~ , a~.~ \~u~J ect. .a r ea s ..:th~ ~,urricul;UIl\. .:

except , the Language ' ~Arts

·gi ve n dB·HY ·· ; ,~y' a special -_ ·"E:~Uc a..t~~~:· tea~h~r .•, ... . .. . . ..~ . ( ..
student~ I . ages ri;mged ' f r om n i ne to : eleven ,y.ea.r s . /

, The ' s tandardi ze~ t est's used '-t o ob tain'da!:a . were

The weschsi ~r I rit elligen ce scale - f or ' Childr en ,',' : T'he

liorg~~horndike -Int'e~U'@~t~Gates-MaCGinit1e ..

. Read i n g Test and The Canadian Test o f Basic Skil ls . - An

ana lysis o f the da~a indlc~te:d t h a t eac h s.tiJdent was

s ligh t ly below average ab U t ty in . word I r e c::ogni,t ion ,

vccebureev developm'E\nt ,and r e ad ing c.0mprehension

'Abstra'~t .

Thi s ~'~Ud~ ' was ' Uhd~r~ke~ to . ana'lyz,e' ' t~e u'~e
. . .. -. . .. . .\ ... ..

t he cfcee proced ure a s ' a' t ool fOf'improv'i~g

;.:re.ad i n Q- ' s tl.~dents· ' use of . co~text~,' ; 'crue~ " i ri..

\ .
<::

sk i lls.

inventory ,

II

.~" ~'

',10; " , ' ,- ,~~ " ..:. ~, ' ", , :. ':: ', :.: '~.~;.;:~ _~ ," ~ '
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were u t il izi ng co~textua l c lues t o 'obtain rneani nq . '

The i nve~~igator u se d _Yar l~-c loze p rocedure

methods i"n working wit h each of the r tve stu d e nt s o ver

e ten we.ek p er iod. r ne methods e mp l oy e d were ora l

con t e x t ; content wo r d s such as nouns , veepe , adject ives

and adverbs ; vowe l s from selected words; .sel~cted word s

w1th only t he t n t t .t e I consonant inc l oded :, crnte s t on of

lette rs, from words; ce t e t ron o f every tenth yo rd and

randblll d e l e t i o n o f word s . At t he e nd o f th e f en ';' e e k

atudy pe riod, post-t~!?ting was c ar ried o u t us1.i1 g The

Fr-om on e year to onec.yee r- four mon ~hs_olJ ._ ccmpr-ehensf on..

.ski 11 So and f r-om six mon ths to one yea r on e . month on

word-recognition and vo c a bUl a r ; "d e v e l o pme n t ' ski ll/so The

e :p~ r'irnen tc r ":wri t~e,~ ' c loze tests Lnd Lc a t ed t hat whe n

cxecc responses were- gi ven , the . ra nge of scores fo r , t he

f i v ~ stu,~lents was f r-om 50% to 70% , wnt r e the .r enqe ,

III
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. bf a'c or e e . 'h ' '''' t ' .: , ', d,I .. ..-.
W en ~:-pro~,r e. _~ ._~~on~B; ~~r:e. , .: ;-~ ~~r~ ' ;\t~,~,

from gil " t o-100"• . In addU.ion, students ' at ~the end . of ·. . ~~ ' r
t~e . ~~Udy ..score~ : from..l~ : ~~ 100?, ~n ' ,Cl:ze : pa8ll~~

with a read~bility level of --4.S _. 8S' coz:npar~d t? _:.Bc o,r e e

. ~rom 6 0% ' t o -eo% ~~. 11 2.6 , r~~d~bilitY, level · · ~t . ';t~~'. -'" . ,:.

be~1n.n1ng o f . t he study ~" The ' r esults of ,hh'!i~~,'
standa rd.1ze d po s t-tests and " the "r esul t s , of ~he ':"

\ ' , l: .
experiment er-written o j.oae te s~ ' i ndicat ed t hat the .

~ - I \

cl oz e p roc ed ure was e f f ective i n raising ;,Ach student 's
l ' • •

word recogru. t i cn . v oc abul a r y deov81opment and rS5ding
.\ ,\,i,

. " , ~ompr.ehen~10n .s k il l s . .

. '" .. ' , / .
This s tudy indicates that the -c t c ae proced\!~e is

an ef~eCt1~e t~ach.~ flg~'and t:~~'t~ng t~'l 'wh i c h s~_ould -~e
con sid e r e d a s': pa rt of , t he. regular . curr~culum fo~ ," .
r emedial r ; ading students . /
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CHAPTER I

An Ove rv i e w of The s tudy

Int roduct 1on

Word r e cogn i ti on , , voca b u l tlr y deyelopment and

re~d ing comprehension a r e b8S_~ C f'unctions Ln learning'

t o " ead an.d t he deve lopment of prof~CienCY i n thes7

func t i ons m~et' be a ma j or conc e r n in any reading

progr amme , regardless of the instruc tional te ch niq}les
/ . '

b ,\in~?e~ . While it is true, . a s s r rverc i r . an,~ \

. wn eefc ek (l980 ), maintain , tha t "re a ding c ann o t t a\('e
, \ \

place unles s the student can ~ dent1fy a nd recognize th e
- . . .. . \

printe~ 's ymb o l , " ( p . 3 ) ,..reco,g nition of t oe , p ri rlt t:dl

s ymbol ' alon e wi i I not en sure meaning . Word ; ( .•

reC~gn'i tion , vo~abUlary ; "dev e l opme n t an~ " r;~ding -'r .

.c o mpr-eh e ne i ori , ,togethe r go u long wa~ i~ enabl1ng the ~ . ' .

wou ld - be reader ,t o' take tnro rn ec i.cn f rom wr it ten • ,'( ,

s ymbols and ' recons t ruct a me~sage. Hen ce, word

recogni t i on, vocabulary de v e lo pme n t and r-e e dt nq

-co mcrebene i o n a re critical t o rea'dt'ng ,'

def1.~es that compl e x proces~.

/ - ­
h owever

~ccor/g to Good man (1 969). rea di ng i s th e '

p rocess by/ wh ich r-eade r-a d i scove r meaning in written

l an guag e by ac tively 81?plyfn g t h e i r knowledge of ~

"



Lan quaqo , thcir past expe rience ' pnd t he i r

,t1t tainme nt,1i' 'o f t he ;t p rOC c s S i ng~f la ng uage

e n ccxle d i n th e roJn o f y r aphic s ymbol s (p.

conce~al
in form~t~
29). T o a

)
q r-c a t ext c~,. research ,i n read ing s Uljge,sts that

effective readers,a r ,e thos e who r econ s t r uc ~ a written

me s s eqe i n a manner whic h /I11 o ws. the m to 9~i~ the

greates t amoun t of i nf o r ma t i on an d me aning from ' t ha t

wr-Lt r cn ma t e r ia l. (Go o ,dman, K, 19 7 2:~Goodma n a nd Burke ;

: 9 72) ,/ Goo dma n (.1~1.0) re fe~~~din; s» a

ps y c hc f i n q u i s ti c' guessing g a me i n .whi c h flue n t r eader s,

wne n tryi n9 : to r-ccon a t ruc t the me a n in g s which a n autho r

o r igina l ly e ncoded .t n prin t, h a ve a vailab le to them

~ hree major cu e i ng s ystems: gr ap ho - phonic , eyneec t r c ,

and sema nti c. lie e mphasized t ha t fl ue nt reade rs a r e

'eu j c to li s e syntact ic end s emant ic cues to such a g rea t

e x tent that i n ma,ny c a s e s the'y need to u sc o.n Ly min i ma l

<;,t"a p h l c ettes. Smit h (197 5 ) v! ewed th~s s t et. e o f ma ldng

se ns e of wri t ten lang ~a'Je as comp rehe ndi ng o r r ed UC ing c.

uncerLd n ty . . • ,

In 1 :53 , Tay l.or i n t r oduce ~ Cl proc edu re c a lled th e

e t oao p r~c,e clu r';., for measuring . ~.he effecti veness of _

p r i n t. com mun i c ajs-to n , Th i s p r oced u re was .e t s c he I p fjr I i n

t o ac h l nq a ll c h ildren , cs~e c:: i a l ly those e xperi e n,c i ng

. \ /,



d 1 ffi cu l t y i n read i ng . Tay lor felt th a t ~he cloze

proce~ure wa s an e xce l l en t \"'ay' to fOCU~' - ~n t he

developmen t of contextua l cu es as aids i n word

r e cogn i t ion, yoca b u·lary' d~ye lopment and i n r eading

comprehens i on . Cloze pa ssages fo r ced tp e r~ade_r ' t o

. d e~\ with t he sy~tact ic a r;d sema n t i c c u ei ng system7 of

wr itte n . l anguarJe • . r ne -rpr-oc eecr -e inv:olved th e

, '.
sveteee e t cce r e etcn o f words or ' p o r t i o n s of words from

"
seleet~d pa,ss ages ; t h a t t h e reade r . .~usi: o r-oce es an d

complete f or mea ning : .-
,Ta y l o r co mpare d t he p r oces s " i ndividuals go

t hrough ~ n. f i ll ing -i n a ' ~ l oze. b lank · t o t h e Ges "tai t

theor y .o f , c l o s ure ; rn -which the _ huma n tende ncy is t o '

see iW=0mp~ete...· struct ures in t e r ms o f ccmp Lefe

patterns. He de f i n ed a c ,lO~~ uni t "as " a ny ' s i ngl e

o..! a " sceceas ru t a ttempt to repr,? du ce ·'

".<'

. a c c ura t e l y a part d e leted frO/ll
,

e . mes s a ge by dec i d i ng , .

f rom the cont~xt t h at r e ma i ns ,' tre rnitssing . pa r t

Sh OU;d b~/ {p , 41fY . s: nc e Ule ,r e; de must study ' the .

surr:oundin,9 context i n a mes s age and make a j udg me nt

based on hi s o r h e r' unde rst a n d i ng of the au G\oor 's

. . " . '
me aa aqe , t he t e ac her ca n use t he . c l z e procedure a s 8

d i~no st ic t ool to assess

,. ~ , .

t o _

. '

- . "



URe con te xt c l u e s c r r cc t t ve ty ( Pe t ers , 1975 - 76; Ken nedy

wce ve r ' .,19 7 J ).

?o i n t ? l I 9 7 7) no t e d that t he term c I oze descri bes

t he t en de n c y of ~e indlvi~ual to anticipate what wil l

co rnp l e t e an un f ini,sh e d ,pa t t e r n . I~ r e a d Lnq , suc ce s s sui

..nti e i pa tion depe nds on t he ~ b i li t y o f t he readers.. .t o

us c> th e context t o'identify t hewo r d th at wi l l complete

a p aa s a qe , It is e s aumed tha t the b.etter the readers

arc i n und e rs t e n d i nq t.tre passage , the more likely..J,t i s

_ ~ ha t they wi ll be co r r e c t in guessing t he mi ss in9 ,:o rd .

' Acc o r di ng t o D~chant (1;52), the c l ozepr oced ur e

" ' !,"'~ ay be' ·u se d,"., '~es t i ·ma t e both th ;"G{fEi:? lty level 'o ~
m~'t erials a~c PllPil~S inst ructioJal r~adi ng Ie ve L,

It also funct i ons as an ef f ectlvfe' instructi onal tool i n

(love lop ing c omprehension by foc us in:, on th e us e . of

'contextua l cues ( both s e mantic a nd sy ntactic) as a ids

i n ward r c c og n it i on , voca bu l c r y de velopment a n~ readi ng

'" co mp r e hc ns i on . -n e cne n t f urthe r e o n t e nded ' r na t ' stude n t 5. .
need t o b~ gtod r e s ue r s o f t he cc n t e xt., if they. are _ t o

s UPl? l y t he mi &.s~ n l] ,wo r d for t he . bla~k space i?/ the

c icac puasaqo . If t he s t udents cannot f ulf ill \ ~h~s

t as k , t he c l aze p r ocedure may be used to teac h them how

t o find the mis s i ng wo rd •

. ' ··i',



The present st~dY pr o posed -'"t o use , the cl~ze' /':~: . .:

proced ure t o help r emedia l students who . were ' '/

exp,eriencf ng dif~i~ultY i n r e ading t o us e cont e ,tt c lues I

/ ' , \ . ~ .
t o r e c ogni z e words and " inte rpret ,mea n i ng- from the

pr in ted page.

s tatemen t of the p rob~em

St udents ' ski~ l i n usin~ cont~xt n eeds const a n t

refi nement. Th i s ' .s~ l q b e.com,e.s incre a sin~lY mo r e

va l u a b l e -e s a studen.t ecvenc e e through s chool . · In ·th i s. . .' . .
~tudy .t he cl~ze ·' .procedure. waS' used a,s an ~nstruc t i onal '

tool with a gro6p of ' studen ts in ' a re med ia l reading
. ~ .' . ' . \

class in an attempt to imp r o ve the ab i lfty ~f t h ,,:s e

stlldents to use c lu es in co n t e xt to r ecogn i ze wor-da a n d

'to interpret , mo re f Ully, me aning ~f ;'om the-----pl'-i nl::-ad ~_ _

page , Therefore, t he 'r e s ea r c h ccee t acn was: To wha t

.ext e n t does t he u s e of the c loze proced u re he l p i mproye

th e abil i t y of r e medi al studen ts to tse contex b clu es

t o recognize w9.~dS effe9tive ly and to interpret t h e

"meaning of word s "t n the con t e x t of s entences?

The remedi a l readi.ng s tu de n t s c hosen fo r th 1.s

atudy were n o t go~d ' r e aders. ' p re'! i ous ' assessment s

'had spawn t ha t these stude~,ts we re weak in the

use o f context clues to recognize words Bl"ld to

\ .
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o bt a i n mcaning f rorq read in g p as sages . Thi s

i nd ic a t ed by t h e resu lts of tests o f s tude n t 's e i acues

as they o r all y r ead passa g es f r o m t he Cl as srOOlll R~ad inq

I n ve nt o r y by Silvaro l~ 'f 1 9 80 ) .

Pu rpose ,o f t he St udy

The pu r pbl'le o f the s t ud y was t o analyze t he

e ffect iveness o f u s i ng . t he' c r c ae p r oced l r e wi th

r e me di al s tud e n t ~ a s ' a me a ns o f Lmp r ov Lnq the ir u s e of

cl_u.cs in- wo rd re c o gniti on , v oca bulary
. . .

de v e l opme nt an d read i ng comprehension.

T~e mo~ t bas ic 'o f ~ l l read i nq sk i lIs consists of

t he ide n tif icat i on a n d recC::9~ it i on of wo r ds ( Ti n.~e r a nd

~lcCullou Cjh , 1 ~ 75) . A c h i ld who ca n n ot ide nt ify and'
L .

recogni z e word s re prese n ted by pri n ted o r wr itten

s ymbols , . will . qu i te s i mply , b e unable t o r e a d .

r' c e-t te r mc r e , a ch i ld lIIus t know t he me a n i ng s o f the

words he i s e x pec ted to rea d ( F a~ r a n d Roser , 1~ 7 9;

ne r-r Is a nd Si p ay , 1979 ) . Some re s earche r s h ave

e raecvos-ec t ha t di rect, s y~ t erna t i c , wel l - pl a n n e'd dr i l l

'en ~ords in contex t i s .va'luab l e 10wo r~ recogn i t ion ,

voc ,"lbui a ry de v e l opme n t a n d re a ding comp r e he ns i on , ·

vn ceeee t e ach i n g , o f words i n i ec t e e i o n i s u su a lly

i ne ffec t i ve ( De c han t , 1982 ) . On the o t he r ha nd, o t.he r

• • . _ • . .~, : J ~ .... , . ". :~
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some s tudents r.e l y too much

Ema n s (l966) be lie~ed t ha t · con t ex t
,

clues are selFom adequa te alone beca use t he y . provid~

only one ai~ to word r e cogni ticn and v oc abu lar y
" ,

/ development" (p . 299) .' "However , the exac t mea n ing . of , ~

, I ' ,
wo rd very fre1uentl y d epcJdS upon th e ,c o nte xt 1n . W~i ch .

i t occur s , . conk eqUe n t l y , ~to obt a i n the e xact meaning, .

ene c h il ~ must \ co~prehend "" res~ ,O,f ~ t he words 'i n ~.h~·
s e n tenc e or pd l1!sage: Do children, without i nstruction,I ' ,
achieve adeque t'e t ec h ni que s of de'riviny.-mean i ng from

cont.exc t ' T"n' , le r end J,;' C'Ul l OU9h ' ,... "' . \ . 11-. {l96 8 } ,·' i nd i c a t e d. i .n ,

"t he i r s t ud y tha t stude~t s c o ul d no t do ,this. Stei ner ,

wi en er, and c r omer ( 19111 mai ntai ned:

Poor reader s fail to extract contektual~"beg,
essen t ta l ':.f or i de nt i fic a t I o n I they seem to .be

identifyin.9 words as if the words were unrela ted

items unaf~ccted by sy nt a c ti ca l or c ontextual

r;lationSh ~ps . They ' are so pr~occuP.ied '\.lit h

de t e i Ls th ~t the y r ead 011/ word i n,to the sen t e nce

tha t makes little or nosensc. They . stru9gle

unsucce~sfullY t~ sou nd .ou t words cncec / mea n i ng

i s c ompl e t e Iy ob viops from t he surrounding

con tex t! (p •. 299) .



nu r k rn (1976) cla i med t hat " he l pi n g ch i ldren

'c o n t e xt to i rle ntif~ ~o rd s i s importare beca use it is-, . .
o no s t op in the di r e c t f on of i nd epe nd e n t ch i ld ren, ' who

c a n so l ve cne t e own r-e adi n g pro b l ems " ( p. 14l . lAs is

the c ase wi th e v e rv other r-e ading s kill "awa r enj s s an d

use of co ntext ual ai ds ar-c bes t affec t ed bVI
direct _

t c a c h i nq and conti nuous atte ntion" - (Ti n ke r a nd--

McCullough~ 19 ~ ;; 1 71 l . T inke r- a nd NC~~1l 0U9h also('

cla ime d t.h a t acte quat;o t r a i nirHJ in th e use o~."~ontex t u a l

e l u c s has he l p ed to ~cvel~p r-e-adi~g comp rehen' ll .

Impi:ovi rlY rcadiJl9 comprehension i s an i mpor t a n t goal "

if no t the most ' i mpo r t a n t goal, 0"£ cvc r y re a din9

proq r am ,

The pre s c n t. s t u d y was conce rne d wi t h' t he. extent

to whic h the u s e Of the cl0'\4 proced ure c an h erp .

imp rove t he abi l it y o f reme dj a I readi ng stude n ts to use

con t ox t c iuos to r ccc-q n i ae wo r d s and to Int e r-p r e t, t he

JlK'a n i ng o f ~ord~ in' t he conte x t of se ntences . Th'

study v e s rles i qn e d to provide an s wers to---rhe f o llow i ng

qUcs t i Qi"fi :

1 , To' wha t exte nt i s the c loze proc ed u r e

ef fec ti ve a s a tcc h ni q ue t o a id stude nts in

wo r d r e c oqn I ti on an d v o c abu l ar y deve lopment?,. .

f
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2 . To wh at e xtent ......does the 'C l~dur~

enhance tlW 9tuden"t ' un de rs tandi n g o.r th~

meal)i ng o f " words in~e con tex 't of,. ee ncenc ee

"an d . h~nce., }h e ir rc.a~ in9 . comp~ehens l0n? \

3 . To wha t extent can de,.. various deletion ~

met h'bds o f ~he ctoae p r-cc e d u ae , i nc l u d i ng

,~e fol lowing" i mprov e s t uden t s ' of

c roaev

- (a) oral context ,

( b) content words n ouns, verbs,

adje c tives , a dv erbs,

(c) vowe ls from- selected, wor ds,

t he in i t ialselected ' ll/, with o n l;.y

co~sonant i n c l ud e d ,

(e) omiss ion o f l e tters ' f r o m w~rds.

(f) dele tion of eve r y ten t h word a n d

(d)

(g) random de letion ' of words .

Need for the Stud y

Resea rch has ccns t s c ent t v ind ica ,ted tha t more

stUdy on the cloze procedur:e 1s need;d ~ " since .

its use eu inees and value have no t ye t been (uHy

• -.,•.-.~ "I ,: '"
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as ce r t aine d or measu red . While several studies have

demo n s t r a t e d t hat c t o ee tasks produce superior

c omrrehe';',sion t n l o o mer , 1962; Kenne dy and We ave r , 1973;

trc l f e I d t , 1986; Ri ley . 1986 1 , othe r , stud ies ha ve " found

t,hilt c t c ac t. asks p r ocuce no better compre hension th a n

do ct u c r reading t e sk s (Heitzman a nd aj ooeer , · 196 7 ;

, '.
Rye, 1982: Cecil" , 1(85).

Altltbugh research o n ' the doze proc e dure itsel f

i~ c x c ene i ve , iln.1 a lt ho ug h there i s co nsiderable data

all u s I nq t h c c Io ae' ~rocedu re a s a t e a c hin g t echnique ,

there i s ee s i i Ctflict i ng results .o n the'~ffe9t iveness \.-0-

r\. of u s i nq ~loze t asks to increase .. c ompr e he ns i o n :

(Colema n, 19G8: Le s es s o , 1980; accee , 198 1; J o h nso n ,

1984). ' Jo n g s ma (.19'71 1 found the research to be pla~ued

l~it h des ign , .wc a k ne.g S~ s . t hereby contribut Ln q to the

c onflic ting resu lts o f the data, whereas Grant ( 1976 )

commen ted that t he r usc e rc ti o n t he idea o f the c t oae

procedure as au i nstructional device t o teac h ,s t uden t s

to usc conte x t c Iuo s Is scncv h at \ a mb i g uou s . .s b Lt c. '

..t! (1981 ) sugges ted li mi t a t i on;; on t h e se ns itivit y of I~ ..

c Io zc -p rocudrj r e s : 0 moe-su r e the ah ility of s tudents to

u sc t n rorea t ion ac ross sentence bou nde r tcs . Sampson e e
. . \

.:11, ( 19A2 ) con te nded th at c t oac-be s e c e ve Lc e t t one o f

", ,
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r eed i n q comp,rehell,sion, pre s~nt . roo~ ' fQr ' a g~e ater' a~unt

" o f. SUbje9 ti v it~1 ~ n ra t'in ~ ' r,eade~espon~e; : (.\ •

'( ~n t': J t he r h~n'd, a s e ar Ly _ ~ s B OB.: HU:Y ' ~

r eeccnt eee t h~ advantage-s for re~de;s i n see.ing I'!.ords

i'~ a ~~ cfntext r at'he r I:.h! n-: as a' cono Ine e rcn 6~ i ndi vidua l
" ; , , ~ ' .. . ,

w~ ,r~, when he de~c r i be d t._he "forw ard pUlln oha7ac~erl%e:a:4' "

by re~li ng s of ex pec tanc e, ,cur i'bs it y ' ,a l1d s t rai~ when ' , e ' J

p e rso n: ·....as sli"'o~n a ' wo rd ~i·tc~n.~ e xt· .ra t he ~ ~~a~ · ~l~g'i;'..
{p , 15 5 ) . ii~ey f~rt lfe r t:mp hasi2ed ' ·; h .i t .rneilning:'. " , --

. ' ' ", . (
?:ina teS(~~~ p er c:cp t lon ~~ wO~ds a nd, ph ~!tI ~ S a n t;!· that

stum?lip9 ,a nd ':te s,i t a i:.iO.Q t n. ora l ' rea d f ng co me rc~n'I t o\o

mu<?h a t :::e nt i o~ .t-o . t he 1n~Cha ,! ic s o,f re':l<:i }~,~,·,' e sp,:c ia l ~.

p honi c s, and too l i tt le e.t t e nt loon to the 'contexl of th e
. . : ,

In 1943 Artley. wrc e,c : ha t ... it 'Was impe'~ a t1 v~ f q p

Childr.; n, no t on~y to be ~ware of ,con.t e xt c lue s b u t to

b e ab Le t o u"tl ilZe . t he m a utom a ~lcull Y in su th;iC

, re a d i,n~ . " ll~ f el t , th ~t o n l y b'y ~S in<J. . c~~ text" ccu Ld the

....
."

' 1Irt ~ ey ' s ~ tu~ y _s u ygos t e d t he " treedt he pr-Lnt ed me t t.er ,

r eader 9ome...to /u"11 u ndc r-at andd nq a~ i nte r pre t a t i on o f
" r ~

"f or i ns t r uc t i on i ll ,t he usc of c c nt ox t, s x t i r e , 'and' not e "

that o ne way, O~'f?C~Si~9 att..en t -ion..... on co nte x t 1s to use

the c Lo a e p r ocedue-e as ' an . instruc t 4.dna l 4 'dc/f~ ~, in

"- , -5

. \

. , I ' .. ~
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thel.'~ h i s s tudy AyC' ( 19 8 0 ) felt t ha t t he use of

t C'ach j n o:,; r ee d t nq •.
·C}0 7(.> p r o c ed u r e . fr equen tly 'wi t h mod if Ic e t Lon s ,

provine rearlioy . } (Hlc he r s with an ,in teresting a nd . ,

jn~trllCtion.l11y ' s oun d , ,,,p p r OilCh for s upp Iemen t i nq the

basi c ~ead in g progra m.. Ilaldauf ( 19BI) furt her

c o n t e n co« t he t the c Loac procedu r e is an 'Cf f e<;t i ve

t o chn i que fo r usc ~n teaching specif ic r e adi n g, .skills..

a s wo Lt 015 <l lest o f ' r a t.c a nd comprehensi on. Ea g an

( 1982) · a lso' s ugrJc s t e d that cne . c Lca e procedu re can be

, used bdth for t each i nq st udents ho w · to read mor e

compet.e nt l y a nd . for ~va l uat ing t heir reading
. . . .

ccn t o vom cnt , Hedges e t <11 (1983~ pr opo sed usi ng ; he

r- l o zc procedure as u.n inst ructional technique as we ll

as f or testing . .. lie offered cloze e xc r c I eos designed t o .

l ...-e c h ~'~-ilbu lafy, r c La t Lc n sh Lp e , end persona l

i n v c l ve me nt ,

I ,n spite of the amount of r esearch t hat i s

(l v id t ab ro on the clo:o.(' procedure , t he present
~ .

d Is c ove r e d t hat t he r e i s l i t tle dat a

av e i Lab j o on us Lnq
. i

the c loze procedu r e a s a me a ns , of '

I mp r ov I n q t he u se or' c onte xt · clues wi th r emedial

r-o a d Lriq students. I t i s fo r t ~\S r e a s on t hat the



pre sent s tudy may have practica l s i gn if i c a nc e in

e ho wi nq whe ther ' cloze will enhanc:, word recognition ,

v06ab~ la ry 'de v~ l opmen t . and reading co mprehension i n

reni~dia l r e.ading etudene. s •

- , "( Limita't ions o f t he Stu'dy

s t ud y .

,
. '

Since th i s s tud y wa s de s Lqne d a s a c ase s t ud y , it

ha s cer l:;.a i n limi\t at.i.ons .which a r e inherent i n" this

: pa r ti c ul a r app roacb". The s t ud y was conducted wl t h five

• ,f i oft ,h -'g r ade re med.i al "r e ad i ng ecudenc e who w"er e r andom ly .

., se l~~ t e~, f r 'om l h: remedial stude nts o f on e classroom . v ,

Sinc~ :~iS_ s t u dy ' wit;' ...con~u,cted. i 'n One c~as"s room the '

, ies"ults ' ,c a nnot be qe ne r a Ll ae'd to othe r schools or
, , '. , . , ' _ l ' ' . ' *

" s c hoo l dis'trict s . . R a~he r > ( he r e search f in d i.ngs "an d

co ncj uaLon a drawn f r om t he 's t udy a r c " lillj1ted t o the

s pe c ific popu l a t i o n c hos e n .

~ f u rt he r ' iimit,a-t y ?n may be -t he l~~gth o f ' t,ime

de.s i g na t od f o r t h Ls s t u dy, The t e n week t }ml! pe r iod,

while' long .enouqh to i n'd ic~ t e some po t e n tial effec t s of .
. ". . . / . I -,

, u.s i ng th e c toee proced~J:;e,. may be so mewha t s,hoit f or

'fi n d i ~g ·,ou t. what : effec ts mi gbt be p~s~ ible if doze
" , ,., ' ;

were t o be use d f o r a n e nt ire s c hoo l year .

J:tddi t i on ~'I'l YI rio c o'nt r o l qroup was use d in thi s

. A con t ~o l 'group would <11,10'01 f o r compar i ~on o f

:.r. ./
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the q r o up o f s t u de n t a e xposed t o th e c t o ae p e-ocodu r e

''/ i th <1 '-Jr o up t ti e t h a s n o t - b een so e xp o sed .

Ory a n i z a t i o n of the Thes i s

Chap ter J ha ~ p rese nted backg r ound in fo r ma l i on tll

n c C'c 5 ~ r' Y f o r a n Ln t r oo uc t r o n of t h e study. It ha s

t n c l udc d a s t a t c rae n t; o f the p rob l e m, t he purpose d f the

s t udy , t. no ne' er! for t he ' stud y : an d . the t Imt t e.et on s o f

t ho s'~udy.

In Cha pt e r 1,1 , The Review of Rela te d Literat ure ,

th e f i r s t s e c t I en presen t s t he c Ic a e ~occdure a s a

me a s ure t...0" d(' tcrmi nc t no . read ab ility of. passages. The

second s ect i on prese n t s t he c l oze procedure

te c hn ique f or te a ch i nq i n t he c l a s s roo~.

I n Ch apt er III, th e methods used i n con ducting

thi s s~ udy a rc do s,o r i ba r!. I nc l u de d i s a de sxrip t lon of

th e sub j c o t s , p r o fi Le s o f eac h aub jec t , tes t d a ta an d

t c s t e co ro s , a , dc s c r i p t i o n of me t'e r I c t s , th e

introductio n of the c 1.oze p roc c du r e s v t he a dmi n i s t r a t i o n

o f the c t oa o p roced u r e , the c lo ze , s co r i n 'J methods , and

the' se r c ct rcn o f pc s e e tes e s •

Ch ept c r IV d tscusses t he ana lysis of data

'.IIH ho r c d o n t he c loz c p r-oc odurc du r i ng t he ten week

n t u dy . Each we ek a new aspec t of the c l oae p rocedure
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was used an d analyzed for re-sul ts. Week 1 discussed

oral c~>nte xt; wee k '2 di scus s ed nou n de l etion ~1 week 3, ­

....e r-b dele t i ons ; week 4 , ad jective de l e tions; week -5 , _

adv e rb de l~tions; in week 6 , dele tions o f 1.ni t ia l

,consonants we r e discussed: i n wee k 7, vowel s del~ted

. . f ·
f rom se l_ected wor d s were s t udied; dur ing week ~,

l e t t e r s i nc l udi ng vo wels a nd consonAnt ·s, we r e . de leted;
~ ,

in w~e k 9 , ran dom dg Le t Lon s w~r<:, dis cu S S ~ d : j i'l. w~ek 10, .

poee-eee t e wer-e administered. The t e st s i nclude d ,The

Gates :"'MaCG ~ n itie : Re a~ i l1g Te s t ~ LQ ~e i ~ , ~rm " 2 ::

.ct o ee 't e s t s ' c6nsi~ t i n9 'o~ ~en~h,:'word . de l·et io~·s .

Chap t er V prese nts a nswe rs t o the thre e .r e s e a r c h

~uest ions po~ed by this ·s.t Ud y . Each que s t t cu is dea l t /

wi t h separately and a s ununary a nd discussion o f the
/ -

fi ndi ngs as they re late to the r-e aea r-ch que e t i c na a r e

presented. As we ll , recommendatio ns for f urthe r

/

resee r-ch a r e suggested .

,/

/



~.'; . . v. '
\ .

CHAPTER II

Review of Re lated Literature an d Research
(

Much has been '!ri tten ab out trye cloze pr-c cedur-e ,

Th e literat~re on this topic inc l udes a l a r g e number of

research studies a s well as genera l a rticles. Fo r

purpo s e s of the present study the li t e r a tu r e will b e

reviewed u nder two topics : The Cl o z e Procedure As a

Me a s u r e to Determine...- the Re'adabi l i ty of Passages and

The Cloze Procedure As a Techni'que for Teaching iJ;1 the

Class room.

The Cloze Procedure As a Measu r e

to De t e r mi n e the Readabili ty

. of Cl o z e Passages

In 1 9 53 at the University of Illinois , Wil s on

Taylor intr oduced a procedure for measuring the

effectivenes s o f prin t c ommun i c a t i o n . Th i s proceduri:

call ed the cloze p rocedure, der i ved its name from the

Ges talt concept o f c l os u r e , whi c h is ~ the t e n d e n c y to

complete a ·s t r u c t u r a l whole by fi lling in a missing

g a p . Taylo r ap p lie d tIlis procedu re by systemati'cally

d ,:let ing words i n a p r o se ee r e c t. Len , for example, .e ve r y

Nth word , every tenth word , or N percent of the words

at r-andom ," and then asking the reade r to r e p l a c e t h e

/ .

16
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words t h ey h ad ~ot ~een to eeere a ee the wh.o le E8:ssage :

When he f1~st . introduced ~iS concept ~ Ta! lor ~,,"ed

the c loze procedure as a tool that would also .o f f e r . a

ne w a pproach ' t o de .termining t he readabi~ity of ·.' pros e

'.0 ) materia L

Ta yl or ' s wor k encOUr~ged others t o' s t udy the .­

. c loze proc edure . .For ,. inst an ce, B$Veral . ,in,":e~tigator.s

, have employed the . c l oz e ,a s .l!I t ool · ~o .:~,t~rm'ine

Objectively ~~e d1ff1CUl~ies~re~derB e~coun~er tii ~ros~

passage s (McLeod " B!1d Jtnde r so n . :. 1 9 6 6 ) .' Mc~eoci and

Ander son (1966) use~ the cloze procedure t o 1nve s ti{,ate. . - . " - ~

t~e" po s sibil i t y of employ~ng est imated redundan~ r a t es

of words in passage's # to assess passage diff1culty.
. ~ . . ..

They ~onstruc\;ed two reading . test s whi ch re qui re d ,

children t o r es tor e the missing 'Word; ' i~ a se~ie8 o f '

pass!iges . One word in eigh~ ' was deleted in 'e ac h

passage.
. ' . , . '

Th e ' cloze test was administered t o :t wo
. .

l~d~p~ndent . groups ' of . r a ndoml Y",s elect ed , c h ildr en . a t ,

each g rade 'l eve l from t hree t hr oug h seve n , an d t wo. .
ind ependen t ' gro up s o~ Uni v-:r sity, unde'rgraduate -

stUden t}!. Th e r es ult s i nd icate d that . " i f the wor d

r~dundanCy ~~ p~s~ages o f Englhh lIlr-it te~. ~rose is

: s t i ma t e d fro,,!!

:'. /.'

r e s t ora tion of mut i lated v ersions of
/

, ..;' . ,~ , '. ::::. - ..

....
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t hose passages by i ndependent samples of the

popu l a t t cn , then the e sc tme ced r e d un d an c i e s v a ry as

simple p o wers o f one a nother" (p . 37) . Mc Leod and

, s ug g e s t e d that this r e l a t i o n s h i p has

sign~flcant potential for...readalli 1.1ty assess ment .

\ ..,. .,,'1.11 the po t.enti a a I of'the cloze pr-ocedur- e a1,~ adY

established by previo~s studies, Bormuth (1966) s et out

to f i n d Lmpr-cv e d accu racy in predictin g a n d co nt rolling

the r-eedeb.i Lt t.y 'of " ,written l /ngu a g e . ~ormu th (19~6)

id"entif1ect ,and inves.t i,gatcd fiv e prOb lems' b asic to the

d'eve lopment of sound r e a d ab i li ty formulae. Cloze .t.e s t s

were used to cecereme the comp rehens ion diff i cul ties

of~ p a saaqes t and of ea;h ~ord. independent clause , an d

sentence ~ithin t h e .passages . Twenty passages in the

<1r(! '}~Of t i ter-c ew-e , history, geog~aphY, b iology, and

.physical sC l lrnce were. selected. The sub j ecce , students

t n gr<ldc-!s four' t l'\{.ough eight , were d;Vided into five

f o r m groups. ~ormuth ~onclud~d:

"Fi r s t , 11n(J~1stic . vari~~le ~h i ch h e def ined <IS

meas ures of features of writing style may not"

necessari ly ba re linear I r e l a t i on s h i p to

comp rehension di'fficu lty , but t ha t ' t he results

of h is study. ' were '. inconclusive and f u rthe r
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,/

i nve stiga tion wa s nec~ ssarY" s econd, ' a B 1ngl'~.

readab il i ty f or:mul a ' cen be us ed , to predi ct

difficulty at . a l most . an y l evel .' 'o f relld lJ::\g' . ,
a bil ity , Thlr~ . "r e adabil i ty ~orinula~ are us,e~Ul

1n p~dict1ng t he d1~f1CUl ty ,!f indiv~du~l ,w~rds .

:n.de.pen.den~ dla~nd .~.~rl~en~e8 . : Fou r:t h, ~her.•.

1s room ~or \lmprovemen t 1n . t he va lidi ty . of

readab i lity for-muh.e beaed . ,ent i r e l y on l1n~18t1c .

variables . Fifth. development of

" \

. . .
sophisticated I1ng'Uist:\,c . varlabl~8 ,wi ll r e sul t 1n
. . \ .

the, .9reatel'!t degree of I mproveme.!' t 1n resdsbi l1 t y

prediction tP. 79) . ,

studies h aving shown t h a t the degree or

difficUl'ty of r ead ing materlal was l a r g ely p r edict llb,l e

at any ,:,eadlng level , Dupu is ( 1976) studied t he e f fec t

of the c loze p r oc edu r e on , heterogen~ously grouped

tenth-grade English students i n order to match

students ' v r ea d i ng l e vel wi tli difficulty level of the

mater ia l to be read .

For the pre-test , students read stories wi tJ:1 II.

clo~e exe-ct s e , and for the post-test . t hey -;ompleted a

mu~tiPle-ch(ice comprehens ion teB,t . E,very fi f t h wo rd '

was I de leted in ",the cloze r e adin g passages , which

' I
I .-;.
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consisted o f 200 word selections. Resu l ts i ndicated

, th.at "c o r r e I e t i on s betwee n pce-. and post -tests we r e

s iy ni f i c a nt for b ot h s t o r i e s'. Pr edict i on e q ue t Lc ne

were d eveloped whic h <s up p o r t e d 48 pe r cent as th:

cut-off for minimum oompr.ehens I o n , Dup u is felt that

these r e s u lt s proved the c loze p rocedu re to ~e ,. a n

et t rect.I ve possi b i li ty' f~~r matchi ng student reading

l a v el with the difficult y level of .ma t e r ( a l to be read.
. -

lie f urther fel t t hAl c loze mig ht be a us e fu l. ..
01 1 t c r na e tve for t e ache r s-<who p refer n~t t o r el y on

. n t ender-d Lac d r ead i nq scores f or g rouping s t udents or

r e adabi Lt r y formul ae for meas uring the read ing

d(f f icul t ~' o f literature .

n y t he 1980's t he c l oze p r oc e d ur e , inC IUdi ng~
v e r t ct t on a of the standard c ·loze , was s ub jec t e d to a

f a Lr- amou n t. o f stuc!y' and ~t e s t i n g . Baldauf a nd Propst

f 19f1l) e mp lo ye d . t he tn.:l t c h.i ng c Lo z e t o e xami ne the

rc,l dah ilityof materials designed for Pacific I s l a nd

o Lemen t a r y st ud ents whose s e c o nd lang uage was EngliS h

and the medium o f i nstrlact ion wa s English •

uc wcv or , l::n'JI ish readi ng d id not commence unti l the

llec?nd qr-e de , Drawing on their e xpe r i e nc e , 8a ldau f

.:In~ Propst do t e rm i ne d that t h~ · s t a nd ard ~c l,)Z e
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