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" through . its' opposition® to . morality. Since - morality: as Nietzsch
e o

assTRAGT

s’ philosophy. . Is very difficult to define...and remains

largely
inthe ¢ 7 An an.mpl ‘Is made in. the puum

thesia to render s dmnmun more determinate through an examinatian  of,
the genesis of the concept In the overall structures of Nietzsche’s thought.

*The of | is here - as a

-polemic_aganst:” the' Western” *moral” ‘tradition.’ esiablishing ngm puraly

understands it. is an aberration of the highest order. a negation. Ih._ﬂ the,
negation of that original negation yleld

a positive result. The concept 6
ttl. Usbermensch.- ‘which Is defined as : the. positive iresult of the

Nietischean polenﬁf therefors has Its Jlogical “genesis In. and can

seen 10 reflect the' ;lrucluu- of, the critique of morality.
. % it 5 v

Chapter. One -sets forth the varlous sides n' the ﬂccl!lnl ol the

lon th_ Nietzache. It Is ghen as a

plophlllc yision, -as a psychological description. and as a m(ﬂanl within a

U.blrmmacn as it receives expi

cultural Mnovleul typology.

Chapter Two mmlnil the nature “of . *morality" In Nietzsche's

philosophy. “Rather than mmly a particular ‘set of ethical ‘Imperativeg. even

those characteristic of the Wast, moralltyis fundamantally a form of human
existence In which the conscious. or spiritual Iife and the natural Iife are
posed. as mutually conradictory. ' The  chaplor concludes  with. an
oxamination ‘of the negation of moumy. and, In particular. of the nature
o' the pumv- ‘tesuit, =

'nm cqncept of the Usbermensch.. while a leading iheme of

|
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Chapter’ Threo. finaly. reveals how the. expross content of the
doctrine of the Usbermensch, Given In Chapter Ona, directly expresses, the -
more abstraot limits of the definition‘generated ‘in Chapler Two. In each of
Its three pmn-. the concept of the Usebermensch Is defined by a unity. ln .. -,

alllcunu- nl the human - spiritual and nllll!',l Iife. It Is therefore defined ll'
the positive rmn of Nm;uhos noq-!lun of* mgnﬂnﬂ
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* that the specific detalls of the saga aré disc

¥ - +f ¥

The philosophy ‘of ‘Nietzeche poses a pecullar problem . for ihe

reader.. He ls almost uniquély Inviolable as| far as being undarsiood from

-an_.external standpolnt Is concerned. so that It Is extremaly difficult to

" establish any_Indépendent-\ ncmum‘; of _Fu‘; position. One constantly
. ? \

encounters aphorisms. In ‘his 'writings vmluh‘ seem to weaken. or even 1o
s \ :

all ‘one’s o him. it is<well.

therefore. fo point out from the ' beginning !

at the present hosla can lay

no claim ‘to being the definiive word on Nietzsche: indeed. since
Nistzsche's thought Is not only Incomplete, but Incompletable. no “final
word' can be given. All that can ba done s fo assume a finite
perspective. and work-it through. * s

it is maintained. however. mM account here given of the

of B a cant advance over certain other
SR | . x
in the Angl tradition of Nietzsche criticism. ‘Many

analyses. for example. fall short of ‘addressing the question of the

Igke Into mere repetition of what are. to| most ?ld.rl. ali-too-familiar
[ .

'significance of Nistzsche's ‘saga of the nTn.n spirit,’ and consequently

storles. " It Is very easy to bp simply drawn _into the rhetoric. In an effort
| ’ S

1o avoid ,\m-_pmnn, an effort has here hln,n'mld. 1o treat-the Nietzschean.

phliogophy In as abstract. ‘or formal. a manner as possible. To the extant

d. theabstract results

\ + 4 )

and prgcedure are thereby meant to be llluminated and demonstrated. ¢ ,
| N | )

The approach taken arises out of my early

uggles with the role
of the negative’. In-Nietzsche's philosophy. By the negative. | refer to hat
5 . .

/! :




lo'm of. hum n existence and that set of mmlnn values vlhlcll Nl-tzll:hc Ia

ong-gne In attacking as decadent —- In parlicular. therefore. r-leuncl is
made to the question of morallty. ‘At one level, it heeds o be recognized
thal. In Nietzsche. “all the, best things are bad -things overcoma.”! It
,should also’ be seen, that Nistzsche's 'affirmation of ine | negative .is, an
"instance of amor fati.  as Kaufmann points out.® However, as | thought
- about ‘the prbhiqm it became '

pparent that the preoccupation wm‘f the
negative -- ‘the statis of the’ position "as "a: polemic - dmmmm/ the
£ cmumr of the positive ri

( in a more funda Ontll ainn. 1 IMI that

Zy a via_ negativa. lﬂ“ll

"Niepzsche's positive poamon Js arrived

i

Ih.rsfom the result of * l negation of lhl riginal nlﬂutlun The pfﬂ!lqt

thesis can be seen to hlv- taken shape 'rom this c-glrul lnllphl

A l{nal point: extensive reference is made to Nietzsche’s works
) . .
lnwmu(v,f and, a large number of quotations aré Included. This. rather

than proceeding from any’ great delight In hearing him speak for himaall.
&

is.a me “necessity. s “style. . first -of al, -

_ demands that one  freat him as a’ sage -~ to do him justice. not ourselves
L= 80 that malnly, the aphorism ' rather than the afgument “must be
uuppoud m tontain the truth. But more Importantly. since an attempt ls

hore madd to systamatize his views.- and since the prisent effort Is wholly,

originai. we must® allow Kietzsghe to speak for himself in order to show

that he does Indeed jsay what we maintain.

; i 3 5
TR. 3. Hollingdale, Nietzache (London: Routiedge & Kegan Paul, 1973), p. 118.
7 gk

+ “Water Kautiminn, Wietzache' (th od.; Prinoeton: Prinoston Universiy Press, 1974), p. 243,
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g " R Chapter 1 iy
. o 1
. THE DOCTRINE OF THE UEBEFMENSCH A
e e s 5
. % - : v o .
1.7 Introduction ' 2 .
. o ¥ E

- it nés beer sald that the philosophy “of Nigtzache culminates In a

. - dual vlulnn -of eternal recurrence and Uub'rmunacn These are, certainly,

' two common meamu in the Nietzsche corpus. and.occupy ‘central positions
In his philosophy. “vol. for most students of. Nietzsche. the meaning of.

- these_ doctriries vemalns. 80 Jnerticulate that It cannot be, _sam with “any
certainty whether or not the position would be Inconcolv.bls without them,

“of merely reduced in content and import. The answer Is by no mi

an

. easy one to give.

We might note at the outset that the Image of, Nietzsche's
i philosophy as “cilminafing” in the eternal return and Uebermensch s

'
- " y!nmtvlﬁll unsitisfactory. H what Is meant is that it reaches its climax

L N * here, then, p‘m-y-. one can only ag Logically, howevi Nietzsche’s
thought does not proceed .lineatly: as. beginning  with certain
* Rather. ' It

= Is as i what we have ‘In {ha philosophy of Niatzache Is an elllpse with two,

.presuppositions, .and moying from there to certain conclusion

focl. The perimeters. of ihe ellipse ar

,In this paradigm. constitited by’
the Nietzschean polemic against morality, and that polemic centers itself,
In turn, "in- the dual’ thesls of the eteinal recurrence and Usbermensch.

Thus, these can be un tood to constitute the .logical focl of Nietzsche's -

oy i critique of morality rather than a logloal culmination of that oritique. it Ia.
. « N b =

however, alsd Imp to that , does mot

e
appegin with " th
rather locates them its outside perimeters are !ﬁovnullnqu fixed.
. [ ) 5

\ .
focl, working .around ‘them as it develops. but that it

{
{
i




* of the concept]

4

The present thesis Is an emr‘vdeu'momp( to provide an account
of the defining limits of one of these logical centers® the condept -of the *
Usbermiensch. The. baslc claim ls.that the Usbarmensch Is dafined within
the. context' of the Nietzschean - critique of morality -- as. has bees"
illustrated by the image of tha ellipse. It ‘this, Is 0. then n'muowu that
what is ‘sald of the’ Usbermensch in Nlomcne *- be_seen 1o davlve from '
the polemib * against morality, and more upoe"lcn"y \trom the “self-
overcaming of morality:

¥
] The of morulliy. out ?1

lmlhlulnnn. the. seli-overcoming. of the mdvallst, into his opposite

-~ into, me — mai s what the name Of Zarathustra maans In’my

, mogth. '
Structurally, - the muls will_ reflect our origlal ch -cmlzmlnn of

the Usbermensch as’ one b the feci of the. Nlpuscne{\ “eritique " of
morality. The Intent s o' reveal that the doctrine ‘ot e Ul -rmmsch
reflocts the strictures of. and Is thus defined within the context ‘of, that
critique. -The problem s ‘that because of. the . deliberaiely anti-systematic

character’ “of Nietzsche's thought, the ‘docirine of the Ulbolmonach un

easily be seen as arising cu! M the mists of Nistzsche's Ivrﬂlnnn“lm, .

out of nowhere: -The contention’ of the présent thesis

‘that.. on ma

nsch 1ocul.I a more’ Ulabuuli set u' t

contiary. the. doctrine,of the Usber
o g morality i -nd ‘that, by a g from m-

specific canlsnﬁ of those arjuments, wa arrive at the defining cdnsiralnts

f the Uebermensch. We shall- therefore begin_ by setting

‘forth the different ‘sides’ of the doctrine .of- the ‘Usbermensch Htseif as it

appears In Nietzsche. Néxt. we shall :abstract from Nietzsche's critique of

morallty &nd the smoral tradition. - eveaiing the formal. condtraints ‘of fhe -

of generally. s 8 is
5 b o .
Sriedrich Nietzache, Ecoe Homo, trans. Joker Kaitmann, (U vm vnm.go ook, 19680,
Wy | Am a Destiny," 3. Kaufmann's transiations are u numbers used- In

citatips, anless otherwise Indioated, mummwmhmwmm.‘
g |
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- polemical, and' is p’:w only ‘becausé what. it negates Is already

concelved as a nega Lastly. we shall reveal how, the doctrine of tHe
: ™\ Uebermensch does Indeed reflect thess formal consiraints. * . .
: . A . .

More spcifically. the thesis Is laid ‘out as' follows: the remainder = ~ -
of Ghapler Onb Is an account of: e various expressions of tha ddoirine, of -

me Uebermensch. in” N\u\xucho‘r Ohun 3 T\'lo addresses -the* character of

phno-apv,y gent uny. nnd .y- are: . ite Iagln-l mu(!fur.

; 4 . .. Chapter. TD‘n

1Il|ally. de uﬂﬂmha that: the docl'lnp ol the Unbtvmnnach

W' ifs dogical geness In Nietische “negation , of ihe -moral vadition,- . -

N must.“accoint: | next. | we shall ‘reveal "that, by ‘which we' can*do ‘it and '

i

. i
N characterized in: Chapteiy Twa. Thus, We shall first posit*that for whic Bt

! y o y H

i

i

oot finally, ‘we ‘shail carry it aul “The three cnapm- thus forin three stages in
the progmnlon of tha unumcm 2 < Co f .
4 il s . - E

1.2 The content'of the  gootrine ’

& . Nl.lzschll doctrine of “the UOblIMln!ch recelves: its ﬂ'rs! and B

. 4 mnu suslnlnod oxpmnlon, In Thus Spaka z-mmmm. 4ad. in palllcul_
A “Zarathustra’s Prologue.™ Clearly. the cumm In" which .It, arises sheds

mueh™ light ~an mo doclrl'na‘ - First qv all‘ z.umu.iir ‘mlrrizri ~the

th: century. Biblical cvllll:llm n Ino

B s .- context of
BB ¥ EE spesking.
between. good qnd ovil 100k on ‘cosmic Significance In. Judasm. The-war In

ipost-exilic ‘Hebrew (nnd hence Chrlvlan) thought, ngghly

was argued . that n was only aftar the: exlie that 'the war - g

. the. “pedvens betwaen m- forces of light and " the forces -of dmkqnu 2 F -
{ " T
. “therefore ‘entered. the Won«:m tradiilon as a direct product' of Israel ¥

cun ?I with Zorq.l'lrl.nllm’ ltl that, rather than b’mq an eternal” verliy. it
| ' . Is..dh historically  and . solallf
’ ! doctrine’ cl "l. Unbcrmmah -appears amid scenes which directly recallt the

ative idea. But more. than that. the o

‘; : ("gn “main’ episodes Ih, the Western moral tradition. Z-rnt!-uulr- comea down
N . ¥, W s .




’, - .
o 6 & ~
o : 7
. from the mountain with new law tablets, just as Moses, comes down from
x4 ; .
- sm}u Zarahustra the godiess, hupbles himssif 1o live”among ‘men. just as i

!'." Word%was made Ylesh and dwelt among us. There s, however, nelther

P ., - ' .lew nor Saviour In.uu‘lhu"lm's gospel —- and this IS precisely. his
P m;ssase. et N y 3

‘ - : M L A .

Yt o . W+ From is.inception. therefore. the doctrine of: the Uebérmensch Is

861, In '0pposilion o the Western moral -tradifion. Ii-Is thus -consistent .with

" » .° the wholg spirit of Nietzachy
. What If a symptom of ugmuon wers . Inherent I the ‘gogd. *
. “likewise ‘a danger. a_seduction..’.a ‘poison. a. narcotic. through
which the present was posaibly living at the expenss of the future?
Perhaps more comfowtably. less--dangerously. but at. the same
Umé In a meaner. style. -more basely?~ = So that ,pmzay
. . -, morality . would ba 19 blame If ‘the highest® power and spl
. ‘actually’ possible to the type.man was never In fgci attained? So
that precisely. morallty was' the danger. qf dangars?

v Il is'in this uplrlk that ‘Niétzsche: writes of Ms churuc!ﬂr Zarathustra In' Ecce

i . N n = 5 L . _—

f ' \/‘ e 3 ‘ZI’I"III&‘ a - created this most calamitous B"OI’, mwlllty:

[ conuqu-nny, he must also be the- first 1o, recognize i

3 T .

| As the st one so' o racognize tha  error ofythe moral uuumon. then. It
i 16 significant that Zarathustra’s -first words to mankind ars. I feach you the
o .- .Usbermeasch.” ', . 3 . J

- L Nigtzsche leaves us with~mo ‘doubt: as to his estimation of

i .. morality. - He writes:

. 4 B * . " o %
.Athis is my, Insight| the teachers. the lead&rs of humanity.
theologians all of  th e also, all of them, decadents:
e e S

|
S L ot 5] .
i

T priedricn W,‘mwmu(u“b frane. Walter Kaotmann (New Yor:
Whige Booka, 1980, Prefics, 8, -

°




. 7 t
- hence the revaluation of all values Into hostility to- life. hln?‘
morality -- - 2
. Definition of morality: Mdrality —- the -idiosyncrasy of
decadents, with the rior "motive of mvanglng %ﬂeult aghinst
lite -asucc-umny | attach value to this definition.
>

This Is_a-constant theme In mining” his views on!

trom gligion to art lo. sclerice*to philosophy. "Concerning fife. the wisest.

men_of all. ages r;]v& Judged “allke: It is ‘no’ good.*’ Al that Is of value
and for which it s wortwhile“to Ilve - the True. Good. and Beautitul’

-- that ‘cannot be seen lo pertain lo this world; this realm, ot flux,

corruption. and ‘death, .but to a different. transcendent order. to the reaim’.
of- oternallty. and perfaction.  of the Forms. or. of God. - Thus. Nieizsche

passes his. judgment: % N
T ¥ . .

i . N
Al that philosophers hava handléd: ‘for thousands, of years have
been ggncept-mummies: nothing ever escaped their grasp \
iWhen these hoorable ~Idolators , of cancepts -, worship
son‘mmng, they Kill' and ‘stuff #t:' they. threaten” the. lite . of

everything they worship. Dnm, change. . old ‘agé.. as well as

procradtion, and ‘growth. are to' their minds objections. ~< evén
! rohfla'nnnl. - . «

B
£

'wniov wm.m,m. wheel” s that

o ul-' one lllll ln.

within morailty -~ .m.-r one does so.

TFriedrich Nietzsche, ‘TWHIDA \of
trans, Walter Kautniantt (New York:

S, . “Reason’ in Philosophy,” 1




8 h . -

sub-rational level. or. worsé again, heaps up one’s sin’s to one‘s own
+ damnation. :
s . '

This. for N Rlchs, is the character of morality. As he puts it. it

s sxpmsnlve of & *mortal haullll'y Inwnrda Iife,* and his condemnailon of it

.15 untempored. and absolute: Moral valuos. the vales of Western

chiizailon for’ more than two millennia, are the’ valuss of the ‘bad
‘iup.elmen- of hum-nlly and,” more particularly. of the ‘will to power af
|Ivlna’ the. weak, decadent type

in s world but. can do, s0 only by Imposing, ls

“the bad lpeclmem les all ‘else lhll

strives Iﬂ dominate

Instinctive, hatred_of redlty_upon everyone. It achieves this through moral

values: -the imly' world the ‘weak ' can. ablde Is the_ Ideal, one where

wnkrwsa hq! ba; lied lmo something m.rltorlbuu Blessed -are the

poor I mm- -~ and meral

: pm}]uﬂl‘cu'v

- -61 m'u it out. of ne lpbyvlmh nl \hoqunﬂ. of, y-m £ must be ln‘

efore. that

Iq 0" bouom ‘ovident. m-_n an

thq various exp or

i Nmzun
o v-ry method of philobophizing

It,I8; true that he mal




question: thus we Justify our method.® We shall maintain. then..that there
are.three main aspects of thé doctrine, which, though abstractions In

themselves. together cover well the general range of what he says of the

' Usbérpensch. In Nietzsche, therslore. the, Usbermensch ls first, a

prophetic vision. _secopd. -the subject of psychological . description. _and

third; & type. The ltlon to the moral thesls Is

manifest In, each:
. *
1.3°A prophetic vision® * " 2 wow g i)

_ %l'hu’muﬂad sense of mo"ﬁropmllg “burden’ - in Nietzsche dnrlv’n
Qm his characterizatipn of the. cultural situation:of his day as nihilistic
~~ ‘The ain . is lacking: ‘why? finds no” answer.” In telation to
contemporary European chlization, . he sees himselt as . a ‘destiny.®
charagterizing Himaglt as the first perfect nihilist of Europe who, however
has oven:-now lived through ine whole of nihilism. to the end, leaving 1t

behind. outside himseit. ™™ But contemporary nihilism, for* Nietzsche, Is

_rdoted:in the Christian-moral Interpretation of the world. *and In its downfall

at the hands of its own sense of, truthiulness. Bellef i @od and in
s 8 i

absolufe valugs s nd -longer -

“nihliism stands at the door*:

‘Earome post positions: are not succeeded by moderate ones but by
extreme. positions of the opposite kind. Thus the 'belief In the
absolute Immorallty ‘41 nature. In aim- .and meaninglessness, Is

untenable. Nihilism app
not bacause the displeasure. at existence has become
greater than before but because one has come to mistrust any
‘meaning® In. suflering, Indeed in exist . One Intgrpretation
has collapsed: but because I Was considered the  Intrpretation it

© o, . - o

for example, Nietzwhe, Genewiogy, W, 12.

% riadrioh Nitzsche, The Wil fa Power, trana. Wahter Kaitmann and R. J, Hollingdule
(London: - Weldenteld and Nolson, 1059), Freface,

b
|




now seems as If there yare no munnlnq at all in existence, as If
everything were In vain. 3

Mt s In this context that Nietzache’sees himself as a ‘man with a
missign. He s concarned. as he writes In'the oulliie o Book One of The
Will to’ Power, to sirive against “meaninglessness® on the one hand and’
against, "moral value judgments® on the other: both spring from the same
soll. For Nietzsche the decisive Issue In nihillim Ia' that It. retains the
moral prejudice. While denylng an absolute value o life. the ‘moralist stil
searches for one. and It is precisely because he Is at once convinced that

the absojute value s the ‘only adequate :value. and yet that such values

are. in principle. impossible. _thal b rbgains o nhlst. Biezsche's
Gontral argu.nent ‘is that' this moral prejudice plagulng the nihilist muss. be
R done away with. for the death of God &nd of the gods entalls ihat there
are only finite Individuals In a finite world where It In they who create. and
have always oreated. lfielr own values -- relative values.'? He writes In
Zarathustra: ’ v -
A new pride my ego taught me. and this | teach men:
no longer to bury one‘s head In the sand of.haavenly things. but

. 1o bear It freely, an earthly head. which”creates a meaning lor
s the earth.

new will | teach men: to will this way which man has.
walked -blindly. and to affirm i, and no longer to sneak away
from It like the sick add the decaying.

With his' realization. therefore. that. since all values are and always have

been human. creations, wa need not yearn for an absolute at all,

Nietzache is able to turn the supposed meaninglessn

s of existence

V., 5.

"21hus the ‘absolote® mwummnwnmmumwm
M"Mmﬂﬁ-mm

T3 rtadrich. Nietzsche, Thus. Spoke Zarathusira, In Nietzache, The Portebie Nietzache
Afterworidy.

i . 3




n 0 .

-~ ‘which ‘in nihilism reduces 1o the view that all truths and values are

merely the creatlons of finlte individuals In a capriclous world —- Info the

"

great liberation of mankind." We are frea to lagiplate sfor ourselvas,

Nietzsche boasts. and this is a major thrust of his message.

The whole ethos of Nietzsché's doctrine of the Usbermensch as a
prophetic_burden gan be seen tohave issued from these pmblemu. In the
Genealogy. for example. we read:

But some day. in.a stronger age than this decaying. self-
. doubting present. he must yat comg to us, the redeeming man of
great love and contempt .... This man of . who will
redeem us not only from the hitherto reigning Ideal but also from

that which was bound to grow out® of it. the great nausea. the
will to nothingness.. nihilism: this beil-stroke of ?n and of the

great decision that liberates the will again and rest goal to
the earth and his hope to man: this Antichristvand antinihilist:
thig viotor over God and nothingness -~ he must come one day.

Hore: we see clearly the prophetic motifs of the Usbermensch as a

messlanic redeerer. ag one who Is to come soon. and as one who will

‘put to an end thy- nihilistic meaninglessness of existence. 'Al Kaufmann

writes at one polnt:\. . ¢

All the material Improvements of his time meant as much to

. Nietzsche as the luxuri and comforts of their generation had

meant to Amos. Isalah. and Jeremiah: they disgusted him. Only

one thing seenied ‘to matter. and it was Incomprehensible |that

anyone could have QY’B or ears for any other fact. What jelse
avalls? "God is dead|” g }
b P g, oL

Mhietzache, thersiore, I8 not a niblit, the diteronce between him and the [minlist being
absolutes_even after their theoretical

thit the latter hoids to the moral prejudios In favor of .
possibiifty has been discounted, and Nietzeche doss not. With the vanishing of wmwor
absoiutes, the moral prejudioe also vanishes. /

Shietzoche, amqmy " 24\ of. a0 warp Boyond Sood end Evil, zp/z 208,
{

“nm... op. ch., . 96, An interesting aside at this-point is mil nn hes mede
bad cholos of prophets. Whila lsalah was @ nobleman,. Amos was of the /despised class of
-w-.wmm-mu«umammwmm




s

o

A~

12

The doctrine of the Usbermensch appears as Nistzsche's answer 1o
nhilism. In place of nihilistic the Is “the

meaning of the earth.*

The Nietzschean le toward Ife. embodied by his

Uebermensch. Is the opposite of the world-weariness expressed in both
moralism and nihllism. The moral préjudice has its origins in the fact that
the world we live Jn Is one of flux. corruption, and death, and In the fact

that. tho insignificant man cannot bear his Insignlficance. He, poshs.

an absolute (ol his every deed "and thanqh\' an

“otherworldly* Ilgnlﬂt:lncl by which he escaj the realities of hls finitude.

Even evii-is given a part in the play. and is thus no longer a Ielllmunv )

the natural valuelessness of the littie man, and an Inspiration to nihilism.
he Usbermensch. by contrast. as the one who has overcome the moral
préjudice. and who Is a stronger type. affirms even all that Is terrible and.
questionable in reallty. seeking It out. indeed. as one of tHe conditions of
frultfulngss and growth In life. Such things are mersly occasions for the
exertise of his world-affirming will to power. for It is out of them that he
generates the truth and value by which he' lives.

\

also to some extent 1o be understood as assuming the role assigned to

As the “victor over God and nothingness,” the Usbermensch is

God within the w.uun tradition. In particular. he assumes, not onl m&
Immwlbllky and "l'dom of God. but the role of God as the creator of

meaning for the universe. He Is. while admittedly a finite ‘subject. at onna(
the Te\os and active legisiator for the world. Just as does God In the
poetry of Genesis. and of Plato. the Usbermensch appears &s one

ordering the vold," seting a goal for human practice. .cr

ng. as
Nietzsche says. a meaning for the earth. The Western tradition.  of
course. resarvas this role for God alone: the ultimate ¥gpis. i fact. is
for a_mere. man to suppose himseif to hawe the right lo legisiate good and
ovil. truth and error. But for Niezsohe. such crealivily is the distinctive

i 4

s
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function of Usebermenschen —-- the creation of values known to be
y A
perspectival, finite, and relative to individual: interest ‘—- In utter Innochnce

and with pristing |oy. While even the moral man unconsclously created,
. values to sult himsslf. he becomes incapable of this when It Is raised to
self-conscioudness. ‘Rather- nihllism that that,’ -he says. And so.
according to. Nietzsche. & new type Is needed. one who has the “courage®

for such things. one who will be able to redeem us:

But say. my brothers. what can the child do that even the lion
could not do? Why must the preying lion stlll become a child?
The child is and a new ]

a self-propelled wheel. a first movement.
game of creation. my brothers. -a sacre
spirit ‘now wills his own will. and he who had been losi
world now conquers his own world.

The Usel

%IL from' this point of view. the new causa sul. knowing
2

no Hmit that 8 not himself Imposed.

The propl n in . often makes - no literal
sense. ‘Nletzsche cannot possibly prophesy that a-*redesmer of hny sort
imust come: Hhistorical Inevitability. along with overall design. conflict very
directly with the basic principles of his philbsophy. The'context in which
the prophet Is to bé” taken seriously has, gone the way of God. What
romains. however. s the cultural residue olinging to the notion of the
prophet and Its power ta evoke & kind of postic. emotive mysticlsm. Thus.
Jaspers’ concept of the *cipher* Is applied to the Idea of the Uebermensch
with some justification. The technique is used by Nlatzsche to great effect.
A hunger_ lor something more. a conviction ang a lehp Into the spirit of

the position Is the result. God is dead. nihillsm stands at the door, but

the Uebermensch overcomes. He has assuméd the right to creal
values, o

hietzsche makes this point In Beyond Good and Evil, 10,

Viatzsche, Zarathusira, 1, “On the Three Metamorphoses, ™




1.4 A psychological description

We have seen . how. In the case of the Usbermensch as a
“prophetic vision.* the doctrine arises out of Nietzsche's attack upon the
moral prejudice. In the peychological side of the account. likewise. the
same Is seen: It I3 In the context of Nieuzsche's psychology of the will to
power and’ its exprassion In the ressentiment of the decadent type that the
psychology . of the dpposlte typa. appedrs. Indeed., In this chse In

particular. the discussjon s

limited almost “exclusively to the ;psychology of
' the decadent. Still, we a

.1 all essentials, In no doubt as tg what Is

the psychology of the Usbérmensoh_ ==

- a testimony to the character of
Nietzsche's positive doctrines as arrived at by a via negativa.

b Beyond Good and Evil. ~Nietzsche defines psychology as

*morphology and the doctrine of thé development of the will to paw.r.‘

ldding that, as auch, it. is "the path to the fundamental nmb|elr|a His

intention I8’ consistently to move teyond the  mery prejudice " in  his

psychologizing: 5 \

For ﬂll lhe value that the true. the truthful, the selfiess m;

t, would still be possible that a TMgher. and mof.‘,\
fon jamont " value for life might have to be ascribed to- deception.
selfishness, and lust. It might even be possible that what
constitutes the value of these good and. revered things Is precisely
that they are insidiously ied to, and involved with these
wicked. -seemingly- gppos - maybe even one with them
in essence. Mayb & «

Rather than there being a human soul with a moral-metaphysical status,
therefore. there Is. In'Nietzsche's psychology. a will to power. -a hierarchy

of ‘physiclogical® Instincts,  thwarted passion. and subterranean

"riadrich Niatzache, Beyond Good and EVH, trans. Walter Kautmann (New York: Vintage
Books, 1966), 23,

0w, 2.
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vengefulness. These, In tum, are undersiood to be the ract of attitudes
towards life -- towards suffering. In particular -— and of the explicit

expressions of these attitudes towards life in typical valuations and in

philosophical systems. =1 ‘

in all of Nietzsche's psychologizing) then, his eye is upon that '

plece of fatum which the Individual as such |s. and which determines the

more visible structures of his conorete - existence: hence the emphatic
references to physiology. The lattar concept I difficult to charactorize. for™:
what Nietzsche means by, it Is more psychological and even vialistic In the

broadest sense than sirlctly physiological, but

s point Is. agaln. to call

attention to the fact that the existing mama’u‘m is basically aninstinctive

agent, and that he instinctively seeks . power. Thus we have
Niotzsche's doctrifie of the will to power. but it ls. notably. the will to
power of a type. Thé impiication I ihat difierent specimens of man will
power in different ways, = :

As Nietzsche himsoli, pointad out, the great danger In such a
psychology of the will to power lies in Interpreting’ it too “crudely.* and

this has. of course. often been done. The fact ls that. above all eise.

the will 1o power is to be understood as the will to growth in the sense of

establishing oneself firmly In & concret

seli-determining mode of

existence. At no point does Nietzsche return man to ‘the status of a beast,
and all his talk about the “instinct” governing men needs 1o be understood
In the light of his many clarifications of the concept. For example, .
consistent with his doctrines as expressed In the early Schopenhauer as

Educator. he writes In the Genealogy of Mw.}vm" Instinct:

Rather do our ldeas. our values, our yeas and nays: our ifs and

buts. grow out of us with .the necessity with which a tree bears

related and each with an affinity \o each. and evidence of
ith. one soil, one sun.
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The *instinct” Nietzsche speaks of here.is surely as much spiritual as it is
natural.
& . .

In the Third Essay of the

9 s
ap;péurs at its best. In the account of the ascetic priest, not only do we
300 that Nistzsche’s concept of “physiology” Is not mere flesh’ and bonas,
and that will to power Is as much a spiritual as It js a natural forée. but
we' see also, as _n‘nw'nare else, what the ascetic” ideal roally Is- for
Niotzsche, = and why the Westorn “tradition. as’ the_embodiment of ~that
Ideal. “la declared -decadent. Eisewhors. {he. Issue Is mn«eu somewnat
dummarlly. as In Twilight:

- | comprehended this ever more
that-they"Were right in what they
agreed on:' I shows raiher  that they themselves. these wisest

men, agreed In some physiological respect. and I’wic! ndoplod
the same negative attitude to life -~ had to adopt It.

But In the Genealogy. We are’ provided with' an extended account of this

negative attitude, of the ressentiment which ylalds Its fruit In the negative

* valuation that lfe Is no good. ‘Why should | suffer so?’ asks the

decadent. ‘To live Is to suffer, for you are a sinner.’ replies the ascetic
priest. lupplylng_ a complex metaphysical machinery of unreal causes In
explanation of the problem. Man is thus given .an answer.. he affirms
himselfaby means of a cultural chimera. he Is offered an eldatic reprieve

from the suffering he oxparlences -- and ol

thus wills the - ideal. the -- that which cbmpletes,

his basic ressentiment against reality, born of his weakness in sulfering.

It Is thus that the enlite content of the ascetic valuation of life is

conﬂ%np‘g in Nietzsche. along with the Western moral tradition as the

uphold\r of that Ideal. As he puts It It is not as If it uses such language -

PR

. <
Zpietzache, Twitgh, “The Problem of Socrates, ™ 2

ps It with. both hands. He
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itself. - but the whole diremption expressed therein between the reaims of
purposiveness and of absurdity. of holiness” and utter depravily. Is
precisely the expression of the "lrog perspactive’ of Western ciilization, of
the weakness of thé weak. The response on our part, according to

Niotzsghe, can, only be o_rovaluation of alf values. -

It is at this poinf—Togically, that the psychological description of
the type of the Usbermensch begins. As Nietzsche writes in Ecce Homo:

The third ‘inquiry offers the answer to the question ‘whence the
ascelic_Ideal. the priests’ Ideal. derives. its tremendous power
ajthough it Is the harmful Ideal par excellence. -a will to the end,
an ldeal of decadence. Answer: nof. as people may belleve,
because God Is_at work .behind the priests but faute de mieux’
— because it was the only ideal so far, bBecausé It had no rival
*For _man would rather will even nothingness ' than not will.*
-- Avoye all. a counterideal was lacking -~ until Zarathustra

While the 4:11-1-!001 of. Morals liself does nat directly supply the answer. It

does provide It Indirectly. It it s * which the

valuation. then what we need s stréngth. If antinature recelves expression
in the chasm belween purposiveness and nature, and between reason and
passion within the individual. then what strength will yleld is integrity In the
highest. sense. If the decadent flees from suffering. finding it a stimulus to
nihilism.” then the Uebermensch will afirm it. finding It a stimulus to his
this World and life
then the Uebermensch will affirm It uhreservedly. And. as we know. so he

highest fruitfulness. If the id alist deni it really is.

dogs —- to all eternity. in the formula of eternal recurrence. This Is
Indéed the “counterideal’ -~ not only of Zarathystra: but of Nieusche
generally.

I .

Elsewhere than In the Genealogy. of course. these themes recelve

fuller expression, and chief among them Is the relation between passion

Byitzecre, Ecce HOho, ~Genewogy of Morals.” )
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and reason. and the Iife-affirming attitude of the Usbermensch. The
Usbermensch is. In the first place. one In whom the chasm between the

senses and the spirl. central to the Western .moraj tradition: Is overcome.

Speaking, of Goethe. who represents here the Ideal, *Dionysian® man.

Nietzsche writes:

What. he' wanted was. wumy he loughl tha mutval. wunonuaness/
of reason. ng. and will C(preached’ with the most:
abhdrrent scholasticism by Kant, the antipod _ov zgoam-r he

discipiined himissif to wholangss. he created - himsg 3

tn him. theré Is ‘a dllllncl integrition o llmss hitherto " ‘separate’ realms;

if. in Nisusche. the degenerate’ will 1o’ power expresses lself In' a

fragmented type at war With itself. then the Usbermensch will be an

integral whole. o
¥ & i

Secondly. Niewzsche's psychology draws attention 1o the attitude

towards life, and particularly towards suffering. expressed In philosophical

systems. Plato’s' system.. for example, .ls* “antinstural’ —— it fallows.

the

3pouse & system which ‘elevates natural exstence: F .

I-was the first 10 ‘see the real opposition: the degeneraling
instinct that twrns. against life ' with ‘subterranéan 'ymgciulnus
th of . In. & dertain: sense ;
sm_as - typical
tion, hnm of .

o
_iready the . philosophy of Plato. and il of ld
lorms)  versus a formula 'or the hlun.n -m‘v
fulln of ying ven.
to suffering. even to guuh even to mm-lng mn is qnasﬂun-bba
and strange in existance.

ZAuetzeche, Twiight, "Sirmishes of an Untimel Man,” 45, Walter. Keutuan, in Na

. ‘Mention Is walization™ of passion, mmu.uvnmqv
o, l-w‘om-mmmuhmquwm

oo
Syatzeone, Ecce Homo, “The Bih of Tragedy, ™2,

fore. . that the Uebermensch. as the archetyps 'of lfrmmh. wilk-
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The eternal recurrence Is this formula ot nmrmmlon, the systematic
pres of the y of

seeks a route of salvation in the heavens: ‘salvation:® gs such. Is

‘precisely that for Which' the eternal raeumnca expresses no desire.

Indfad. what makes it Nietzsche's. dbsolute “yes* to life Is that. instead of

searching for a Way out of the condilions of human”existence -~ sin and -

death. as we' might put’it == it.affirms one’s life I is lived - sin and
> :

death ‘included -- to -be relived perpetually. Amor fati and the theme of

salvation stand opposed. B I e ® oy

For Niezsche. the strongedt’ type Is the most world-affirming

* fpei. the most world-aflirming formula is the doctrine af efernal

recurrence: hence the Usbermgnsch. the strongest type. embraces the
oternal recurrence. 1t Is worthy gf note that Zarathustra, for his part.
cannot. It is_reserved for one who s still to come. one- who Will have

olercome morally - thus we boty femember the Usbermensch’ as-a

prophetic vision, and usher in the third featurs of Nistzsche's account of
o A 3

L him: the ch as a “type.
4 i

1.5 A cultyrai-hisforical type . i ]

. The thirf}) expression of the doctrine of' the

Niftzsche Is Consijtent with Nistzsche

status as a cultural -historian. ' The

Usbermansch 15 not” only cbncelved as a prophetic and” a_ psychological.

~historical movement. We can

figure. - but also as a fype within & culture
thrust of the argument, but ‘also In.

see this not only from ‘the ‘ovel

N )
particular aphorisms in which. as much " is stated. ln Z.rllml.!lrl
example, the mmmlnl Is from beast to ml/l to Ulb"m.nach. In Bayond'
Gwd and. Evil, It I8 from the pre~moral to the.mofal to* tha .xlrl-muml

perlods of '“human history

and in the - Genealogy. where the oulturgl~

historica) movement elves sustained ‘expression. 'the semi-animal, the

man of bad o and the orelg are ¢ as

N B ; ]

. The - moral tradition °

bermenach n
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distinct cultural objectivities appearing in a temporal series. indeed.  the
cultural-historical nl}mnnt has appeared already in the account: the fact
that. the eenelpl of . the Uebermensch has Its genesis in the - nineteenth
century cﬂ\!qu. of the Western tradition and in the Brobllm of nihilism. as

the upshot of the traditiod. - reveals, Niétzsche's cultural Interests.
A

.+ ‘The problom .| thus- pose Is not what sh
mankind In tHe sequence’ of living beings (man s ‘an énd) .

what type of man shall be bred. shall be willed. for being " higher

in’ value. worthigr ‘of Ife. .more cértain of a future.

-

— hut as a_fortunate acch

an exception. never

something willed. _In fact. . this has been m- type most dreaded

bied.

nd ‘from dread the opposite type

“attained
animal — the. Christian.

the extra n\ou period. of mankind is essential to his concept.

18, Nm“ﬂlhmun;n-ﬂmh In " thec later  works,
<. same

"Muunm.mm. m'nou.-m.r_»-mmmr, 3.

.

Niotzache, Beyond Good and. Evi, 282, CF. o i, 108,

veh ‘In the past tMs higher tyjpe has appeared often
dent,

the domestic gpimal.” the herd- uum.l the sick. human

The “breeding” of the Christian was certainly a cultural- development = of .

" thit.ws Gan be suré —-. grounded in the. dominant oultuisl valation.

Indeed.- the acceptance and affirmation of “that valuation was-the bresding

“.and willixg of thal type. .Any discipline. Including Western morality. “fixes

and hardens a typé.*2® The higher &po. the Usbermensch. 1§ aiso’ 1o be
*bied” in the same Way. consequenily. the movement from the moral to

aouqnm,n;m 5

s very g e wa the. nsch must be “bred. - .
or cultiated.. means strictly m-l he must arise: through the affirmation of .
l‘:vultuful vaigas which' upperl his e, “We require. sometime. new !
3 v,uu'a: He writes: * o 2
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. nof simply as Isolated Individudis, and- cmumy nchu Isolated indiiduals |
engaged In baitis’ agalnst unruly passion, as. Kiufmaon maintains, but as

The failyre of and of Ka in

particular. o make. enough of this aspect of Nistzsche's philosophy derives
from their {oﬂl 1o absolve Nietzsche mulry from any responsibility for the
rise of fascism. and 1o puce nih Jinstead squarely withln the- existentlalist

tradition. letzsche’s’ pontemporaries. for thelr parl. made no such
mistake: “his friend. the hislorian Burci
playlully in a letter fo, Nietzsohe that ‘he- pught *to lecture .l‘x-pmluao on

ardt. for example. did not. wrlting

‘world hllmry. siice He. was. teaching 1t ail . In his

bouh Ind..d . the ,uﬂpllilon

" Nistzschs woutd. nmn his Iypnluqy of

man’ merely to the. stryctures' af J “to hig
. ﬂlulrs to won:omo‘ that . earller In’ -the
dévelopment and “exaltation ; of mb]omm mnmn ss as’ fhe. ‘fruée’ man'

"~- the ascetic fiight ‘from 'reallty. Niéizséhe concelves of lwmnn belngs.

.abtusl human types. as cuitural phenomeqa: In, Nietzsche. -the Individual
existent’s reality ds constituted by- 'hgl he wills himsslf 1o be asa being In
the worid. so that. while the uone.p( M .un human yp-)' given a
marked paychological content. it‘is also docld.dly eulhlrli .

" ‘The status ol mq oono-pt of u:. u-bon»-n-cn as that of a
Gultural-historical type. Is clear.” It Is manifest in. mmenu resction
’ 0 and in hll‘?mvll Vigw of human history - fof
he indeed has a view of human history. Moreover. the. {act that the will to

againet. European nihitism.

.powet must be talsed to self- In the, (lor g

example. he knows both that, .and h he. crnln vllull) mtlnu’thll lh.

P, 108,

e s

Mw,mmmﬁolm mmwm. 1m).'
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cuitural fact of s phi itself in century Europe is
absolutely central 1o m-u:nwupl "Niétzsche's philosophy Is. I a ceftain
sense. -the self-conscicusngss. “of «the will o Ppowet. and those' wha

this _dmunyaﬂmyhn"m;-.

. the type is to be -’:gucluy'_-pu-d. % was -

s . . e -

_As s culiural “tpe. ' however.  tha Usbarménsch cannot “be
Identifisd. with’ post-moral man in ‘ge

al. Not everyone can'be a supreme

ither . historically. “in the

puum The Superior, and

i s
86° I the extra-moral pericd of

Infarior’ types: ‘this will also, be’ the
mankind. . In_‘all’ ages. thera have baen 'n-o

~fortunate accldents® of men
who nive given direction 1o the rest, =~ inen_ Ilke Joliys Caesar _and

“too. ll an In Ih. realm ‘of cultur

st for bis sakp. and he. “In turn. sets ‘a T€AOs upon human
action. numm{ng the course of that culture’ Ihanh his value-creation.
Nietzsche writes, In The Will .to Power: .

i - = S :
Funq.mcm-l thought: the new values must first ‘be Greated — we
shall now be spared this task. Fof us the- philosopher must be a
Ipgisiator. New lypes. (How the highest lypes hitherto [e. -
" Gresial vere ‘reared: Iolllllthhlyp.nf “chance* eonlelouﬂy)

And again: .

1 teach: that there are hluﬂor and lower men, and that a slngl-'

individual can under. certain .circumstances; justify the’ existence of

whole millennia - -that Is. 'a full. rich, great. WHole, human

being In relation to countless: incomplete’ fragmentary. men. .

The u-fzmm-mh Is to Ba iffe ruling principle. of post-mdral -culture,

" lietzsche, Anlichriet, 4. $ L N

Zrnetzsche, The Wit to Power, o ¢

“u. ‘se7. 4 & B ; -
—_
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the sense that it wills him as the one who trdnscends all that Induces
world-weary morality. He Is also to be its leglslator:

Order of rank: He who determines values and directs the will of
r mlllewa by giving direction to the highest natures is the Mighest
i ;

o
-~ F 4

The rule of the value-creator over the rest of humanity was even
In effect In traditional Western culture. Agcording to Nietzsche. it was the
ascetic priest who directed the will of the past two millennla. In fact, the

problem' Is not so much that "man." as such. is decadent. as it is that

the moral typa. the has been

What? ‘ Is humanity itself decadent? Was it always? -- What Is
certain - is that It has been taught only decadence values as
supreme values. The morality that would un-gell man is the
morality of decline par excellence . ... [

This would still the . possibility that not
hpmanity itsell 1s degenerating but only that parasitical type of
man —— that of the priest —- which has used morality to raise
itself mendaciously to the position of determining human values
== finding In Christian morality the means to come to power.
-~ Indeed. this Is, my insight: the fteachers. the leaders of
humanlty, theologlans all of them. were also, all of them,
decadents:" hengg the revaluation of all vaiues ‘into hostllity to lifa,
hence morality. . +

The cultivation of the moral man. then. has been the work of the priestly .

“leaders of mankind. The power of his desire to be diffdrent. the extremity

of his ruling instinct - the Instinot to retreat trom reality Into ‘pure’
I v

“spirituality -- fascinated’ the herd. and seems to offer it a way ... to its

,own power. Thus, the astetic ideal. according fo Nistzsche: Is adopted.

n'the extra-moral age. when the ’spisode of nihilistic moralism
has run Its course. and human culture strives to be liberated from the

. /
retzache, Eoce Homo, "Why | Am & Destiny,™ 7.
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Impulse to nihllism. from world-weariness and nay-saying. to whom will it
look? Clearly. not to the ascetic ptiest. but 1o one who embodies in the

highest sense Its new Ideal. to one who Is the embodiment par excellence

of ‘morallty and world- the of *Mensch™

overcome. While not all are' Usbsrmenschen In the extra-moral period. the

culture Is nevertheless the culture of the Uebermensch. just as. in the

moral period.. when not all were decadent ascefics in their dominant

Instinct. the culture was névertheless that of the ascetic priest.

* ]
1.8 Summary ’
.
it Is Important to recognize that the three aspects of the

Nietzschean doctrine of the Uebermensch leolated, here. the prophetic,

and Hul cal. are closely Intertwined. As was

pointed out’ at the s method of of
v assiming variqus perapaciives oh tha same. prablem and of dening into Its
varlous shades and ‘nuances.’ makes this approach e one most
adequate 1o his thought. He writes:
_ There Is only a perspective seeing. only a perspective “knowing":
and the more affects we allow to speak about one thing. the

more’ eyes, diflerent eyes, we can use 10 observe one thing. the
- morg compl of this thing. our “objectivity,"
be.

It sl remains, however. that there Is" presupposed In all such

perspectivism that upon which one hds a perspective. There is one-

Usbermensch. and riot three. and, in reflection of this. all sides of the
doctrine are generally present even when ona appears to be dominant.

Thus. for example. altiough the .passage In the Genealogy on the

sovereign Individual occurs In the contexi of gultural-historical development,
80 that this aspect of the doctrine Is dominant. the others are aiso clearly

present: w

©

B
nietzache, Gensabogy, M, 12,
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This emanciphted Individual. with the aothl right 1o .make
promises. this master of a free will. this soverelgn man -- how
should he not be aware of his superiority over all those who lack
.the right to make promises. and stand as thelr own guarantors ...
apd of how this mastery over himself also nexgssarlly gives him
mastery over clicumstances. over npre. and over all the more
short-willed and unreliable creatures’

In fact, no side of the account of the Uebermenach Is intelijgible apart
from the others. so that the ‘phases’ of the doctrine we have Isolated here

are to be understood. as abstractions. Clearly. the doctrine of the

Usbermensch Is all of them taken together.

‘We ‘have

en that the unifylng theme In each expression of the
doctrine, and that which. Indeed. makes the doctrine of the Usbermensoh
a doctrine. is the Nietzschean polemic ‘against.marallty and the moral
tradition. The Uebermpnsch. it has been argued. provides a point of focus
for this critique. In order to understand his concept. therefore. It Is
necessary to examine In some detall - Nistzsche’s view of morality. .By
coming to see the essential problems In the moral thesis. what it really is
for Nistzsche and what lts effect has been. we shall be able to see how
the doctrine of the Uebermensch. as It has bean set forth hére. does

indeed refiect Nietzsche’s view of. and respon

to. morality.

ok, 1, 2. 1 is Feossassy to read this passege in full to see In R
the cultural-historioal side of the doctrine, for it d53wnot appesr In the segment hare quoted.
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Chapter 2 .

THE PROBLEM OF MORALITY

It has been 'argued in the preceeding chapter that Nietzsche's
philosophy establishes itself as a polemic against morality. and that Its
positive doctrines —- In this case that of the Uebermensch —- are’ to be
wnderstood as arising out of. and. as providing a focus for. that negative

moment. This is with s ‘mature of
himself. In the closing sections of Ecce Homo. the work intended to be
his apology as well as his spiritual autoblography. he asks four times. "Am

" | understood?” and responds each time with the same claim: he is the

one who “uncovered® morality. He writes:

- Have | bean understood? —- | have not said one word
here that | dld not pay five years ago through the mouth of
Zarathustra.

The uncovering of Chrisian morality Is an event without
parallel. a real He that Is about that. Is
a force majeure. a destiny — he breaks the history, of mankind in
two. One lives before him. or one lives after him.

Ecce Homo also points out that the positive doctrines in Nietzsche
are indeed essentially tied .m- negative moment. Wae read:
The psychological problem In the type of Zarathustra Is how he

that saye No and doss No to an unhaard-of degree. 1o everything
d Ygo. can nevertheisss be the

opposite of a No- '-ylnu splrn

And again

Sriuzacha, Ecce Homo, "Why | Am  Destiny,™ 8.
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Zarathusira once defies. quite stritly. his task —- It s
mine. too -~ and there Is no mistaking his meaning: he sayy Yes

to the point of justifying. of redeeming even all of the past.

In  Nietzsche. therefore. a Dionysian ‘yea’ and ‘nay’ Is spoken

simultaneously concerning ‘the moral tradition. and aithough how this is

possible is never explained. It Is pointed to as a key problem.

We shall argue in this chapter that the idea that Nietzsche's

positive doctri are through ’s polemic

against morality. not only provides the solution to this Dionysian paradox,
but that it also enables us lo determine with Some precision the defining
constraints of the’ concept of the Usbermensch. Because Nietzsche holds
morality to bé an utter perversion. it is for him a negation-and not
somathing positive. The negation of that negation which is effected in his
poleimic against morality , therefore yields a pgsitve result.  More
importantly. since. what Is negated Is neither an Indeterminate nothing. nor
simply an ethical code. but a determinate form of human existence. then
by the logic of the negation of negation. the doctrine of the Usbermensch,

as the positive result. will be also thereby made determinate. Through an:

adequate unds nding of Nietzsche’s view of. morality, therefore. and

through this abstract of his as a
negation - of negation. the concept of the Uebermensch will be glven a

strict definition. o

2.1 y Walter

The past three d'cld.‘i" have seen academic discourse on
Nistzsche in~the English language largely dominated by the work of Waltor
Kaufmann. whose book. Nistzsche, is still the most scholarly and
tharoughgoing Interpretation avallable In the language. Kaumann's account

“Orewa.
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