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e T
‘v -’ INTRODUCTION

This iba study of some, autnblugraphies wrlhten by

Enqlish xural wcrking men, and a few women, :from apprux;mate‘

£ iy 1700 40 £he 1960, - Equally it Considers various styles

OF blography whith have been used to portfay- individual

_countrimen over the sane perisd. ‘In order tg arrive at .a

o bcdy of examples of “writing by and about rural people it has -

been necessary to re&d widely in rural literature of all
k:.nds This has had the effect of making this as much, or

more; & critical analysis and evaluation of English writing

" about country life‘as it.is a'study of autobiography per
‘As”an’ essay in the ‘Study of folklife its first aim is to

Survey the types and quality of -information about £ol

tradition to be found in such ‘soufces. - Beyond Ehis', it
seeks to diaw. paiallels'and contrasts between ofal and
lit:erer conventions of personal expetj.enne naxntlcn. As
a consequence of taking a broad definition of the types.of
books which ;lxightl [usefully. contribuge to folklife’ studles,

this work may also show,sométhing.of the taprossive corpis.

: leaearch into. folk txadition that. has been carried out in

Enqland by amateur scholars who were not; £or. the most, part,

.




society in 1878. P or Ay o ad

i HEC S ' gt
. P ; . g % gz
e B o e e e 2
l s Jfratyed dn the ‘ns&hine} hence’ it is. offered s a Gomple- -
! ; *mént to Richard M. Dorson'S- hsst/'y of the gore "official" e
¢ R group of British folklorists, the foinders of The E‘olk-Lore S {
' e . o S

The writers oni ‘rural life that I'havé discussed show
varying deqrees of awarene ot the folkloristic theories cf‘ . H
their contemporanes in orson s' "Great Team" of British
folklore schnlars~ Andrew Langj. Geor‘ge Laurence Gomme, r.
Alfred Nutt, Edwin Sidney Hartland, Edward clodd, and .
Willian Alexander Clouston. Yet, without wishing toslight g
the achievements of these men, jusfly termed “giants' by \

. Dgrson, in establishing many of ‘the fundamental concepts of

ro1uaxé as a digcipline, 1t 1s argued “here, that the course,
‘taken by the subjéct in the tuentieth century has swung ‘toward
the interests and methods &f such acute ubservers and qifted
i " writers aBout local people and envimnments as George sturt,

2 mhe best of these

Staphen Reynolds, and Alfred Williams.
authoxs wrote with' a seemlnglx intuitive sense of the value.

ecording the fall social context of folk trarlitn.on, and .. -

«of
‘tHe subsequent adoption of the sense»of coryext: as the’
orrierstone of twentieth century folkloristics makes it .
appfifipriate, and necessafy, that these often little kn'nwn'
writers be recognized and, in dome respects, emulated. In

short, in my study of writers about country people, 1 have




attenpted to shaw that there Kas (been a tradition of ;thno

v "‘graphxc w':iclng in Engush literéture from which much’ can be

learned in terms of content and meﬁhoﬂ by modem Eolklonsts

oncerned wﬂ:h the £u11 cont;ex\:s of. folk traditicn. My -

’ considerati‘on of folk ‘autobi g'raphera, ’countw peop1e

I ‘havs drawn dee ly and gratefﬂlly on the remarkable vision

Lof Herbert Halpert whnse wisd n q has been tosee- this as

: udqement as to the strprising

vquanti 'y of wziting that can properly he considered folk- "

_].a.nce' t ny bibliuqraphy uill shcm that relatively few of.

irs an Hiographies. Lihxaxians vust




such books as the superficially unpromising Nummits and
. ‘Crummits, by Sa;ah 'HE'_WEH:, oxJTrinkum—-Trinkums of -I?iftx : &

Years! by.F.B. ‘Kettlevell; tojname two.serjious and useful v.' . P
3 | A S books cursed by a whimsical ‘taste in mt:les.5 But this " g 5 Py

T w7 miscellaneous: litera ire must be searched by anyone tiho aims.

3 & My first gume to'this ater1a1 then has heen Dr.-

Halpert s teagh).ng and ‘the free access he' has qranted me.to .. ‘L

his: superby personal collection. It may, be Dgted hers)chat
. “the vnxumes (¥ s Libraty show signs of very Garpful read-

ing, with abundant’mazginalia., T have not made fullést use

N . - of this "bonus"" feature hovever, .as our speclfic intérests

do not always cod.nc:tde;anqvertheless, 1t has been ‘comforting,

£5x ‘example, to,:

y-own judgement of the interest of a

#°0 7.4 particular book confirmed by his own.annotations. ‘I have

< rot'made separate aqkn&wmdg'ements‘of the. pérticularhel,s i

. h'avs recéiveﬂ from him through such ‘cases; my 1ndebtednass

st rather be ‘seen - as“running throuqhout thde study.

. also enjoyed the luxury of a* yea: s readmg m the extensive. »

sngnsh folklore collectlon m the. personal lxbrary of.'

Professor Kepneth oo Gcldst‘.ein ﬂuxing m; penod as- Hle of:
Y,

this’ Department. | This also hel ed.gxeaﬂy in fram.ng
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