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,t'~i"': i;;b~ d,;fu,;l1n,; .~~~'.'t 's. off.r.d';.~,o~Ple;.
·.~e·n,t. to .~lc~a:r:;d 1'1', DOrSOn:"s~ llhtp ~f t~e ~ore' ~offl~lal"

9~O~P ~f Brit'i.sh1folklorists", th~ 'f?Un~.er,s ?f The ,.fol~~t:ore ,

.Spc~e.ty in 1878. .

The,-'writerson 'rural' life" that. I'have dlSCUss~!i shm'"

v~.rYln9.' d.~gree~ of' ·,aware~~.J~f the fOlkioihilc' :th~O:i~~.of,

~heir contemporaries in 480n"5' "~reat Te~m'~, of British

foI"klore schal';rs: Aniire~ Laii~).. G.eorge Laur.ence ~Dmme!.

AI-fred' Nutt, Ep."win S'tdney Ha;Uand, -Edward Clodd, and,

Wililam -AleXander ·Clouston. Yet, without ~lshin9 .to· slight

tjle- a:chiev~ents of these men, j~~tlY termed "9ia~ts,;"by
, .:.' I •.

• 'D~son,., in establishl~g many of ~the fundaltElntal co~cepts of

,folkJor~ ,as a di~cipl1ne, ,I~ is arque;d: her~. th~t. the course.'

taken 'by the· sUbjet;:t 1n the twel1tietil century has. sWl:lnq toward

the interest's' 'and me~hods 'of: such' acute observ:ers .and gifted

'. "wrlter,s ,abou.t local peop~e' and' environmen~s as G~~rge St~~t,:
. ,'. ',' '2' '.

Stephen Reynolds, and A;Lfred Willian:s. The best of ·these

aU~hors .wrote with'.a, s~eminglX intuitive se~~e .Of;..t~': ~~l~e~

.oaf- ,ecor,dinq' the full social c.ontext: of folk tradition, and
'!i-.. ~ , ". 3'

·t e, subsequent. adoption of t~e ~~nse.of co~xt as. the'

orri'e'rstone .of. twentieth cen~!1ry folklOd;tics. milk~s i-t ,

app~p~iate, ·and necessary, that these oft~n lit~ie 'k~O~

writers ~e recognized 'and, in ~om~ respe'cts, emulatea. In

. short" j,n my study 'of writers abo~t coun~r~ ,people, I . .h~ve.

I
i
(-_.__.._-

r

.. , ....'





· such ~OO~s :':is, -t~e, ~a~perfiCia~lY Unpr~tn.iS~ng NUI'IIIltL.ts, and

.:~; 'by s.a~ah.He!",et.t, or-"Tririkuin-Tri':lkums" of .Fifty -; .

tears': .by.F .8. -Ke~tlewe:U;- to·;name· two. serious' and' ul!eful

· bOOk~, ~~~~ed b~:: ~ .~hi.~~i~·~i, -~a:~te .1.n :~i~"i~S:S, :',~rt .~h~;
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lng, 'wittJ, .abundallt 'marginali4 •. I have' not made 'fullest.,use

of th~:S nbonu~.·;'feat\1,r~; h~~ey.~r; ."as our ,~~ecl·f1c. in'~rests
.' ." ' .....,:.-.

d~ not ~lWayS'~cio,~~Cide;~iu~vertheles~,·it- has' be.en :coitlfor~.1ng!
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