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\ ~ PTJNISHING TIlE PREGNANt INNOCENTS

SINGLE PR,EGlIANCY ~ ST. ~OHN'So. lmrnlUNb. 1977
, .

by LAURA HOP! TOUMISHZY'. B.N.

Th. ! ...,y , ...'m.f 'h1o ""d;''' '0 '".no1''' 'ro. d."
obt.ained f1:011 ~O{:ln&le pregnant girls 1n ;he "~it1 of St. JOm:'I,

(a) to what eJltent 80cial and ellOtlonal factors are inhibitory

to • heal thy pregnaney OUtCOIle for all, persona concerned.

(b) whether the utabl1ahed and genera"Uy IH.upted social norllls

for aex-t"elated beMvior are relevant to ~~de8 and"

beMvlouJ: of young people l1vlngln St. JJhn'a today. I
. \\

,The primary concerns of thoae in'terv1ewed. vere c.lo.ely nlned

to t.hett own perl,ptiona of ~ntlclpated fupanae.. from 81gnlfleant

otherl, i..e. parenta, sexual partnan and aoclal group. et"r:. DIll.

analyala aho Ulrve<! to identify :fgnlf1caot emo.tloual CI11eatonu

along the route (g, and during an Uleg1ti'Sat.e pregnanc,..

A discunion of the role and usponalbl11t,. of an,. tocl~:

11I&101,. through use of the felllily, to p-repllr.e ita youth for future sex

relationllilhll'~. llIOtllerhood and parenthood revealed that, iq reality.

the.ce were llerlous discrepancies, irreloanciea .nd aerlous

shortcom:1ogll in .attitudes aod programming ... ithin the edating and

• gener.lly accepted Ilocialintion procellf.

I,,'



A'\~:~kljown of t~1& pro:eu ~eI11ec'l to bettet·1eoi..~ and

identify the level- o~ "educaUo1;J.8.I" input ptovlded for uch of thtee

:"'0' .g. gmi-. " ..: w'" pr.-yo';;"" ,arl, .dol",';"'. ".
)'oUnS Iduftboocl. A fourth "gtou;{, lingle. pregnant WOIIlen, waa tben

d:Lsculied to det.el'1lline 1f the procl!I~. eo desc:r1bed, plus the. . .
Qx:f:at~8 prollulIIIDing and ~etviees currently provlaed 'ln this coamm.tt)'

were suffic.1ently adequate to <a) enaur., the c:onfonllity of today,s

you," '0 <b, ,~,a.bll.h.d·".-,,'aud ••J.'O,"l 00";' "d 'bi ,lov'd, .
for the ",,-entry, ,without social end emotinnal jeopard)' o~ tho88 who

inadvertently, temporarily; and SOlllet:Ltlle, deliberately, deviate ftotl

these no~e.

eto~ed Thc.oty as dellCtibed. by ~l8Ber and Straull8 (1967)1 was

'Ueed to g'enerete a formal" theory called. - Pun1ehing the Pregnant

1~ocent8. The" extent to IIblc:h epeeifie pun:LahlDenta ere lD!Poaed upon..,
theae "soe1&1 dev~n.ts" sre desel'lbed io th1a study. The question

is raised as to whether slICh' pun1amenu are justified or are they in

l'eSpOn8e to a se~se "of ft~stratioo ovet the inab1l1ty of each!:)' to

prepare, eoo1'rolaod aPPl'Optlllte!J"direct the lex-related bebavtof" of

1ta Jouth.

lI:ec01mendatioo. fat change. in aoc1d attitudes .nd approaches to

the pro~leJL8 &6~~fr.ted with l.11~'lt1..,te Pn_&~a.nc1U in the tity of

St. John's, are lnehidelL Theee are suggested in the hope that they

may contribute in the alleviation Qi the phyaical, social and elllOtional

traUlJa8 too often I!-lCPet"ien-eed by these ptegnant youn. 1o/01IIen and their

children,',

IGlaaer, B.G., Straue8 A. The Discovery of Grounded Theory:
Strategiea fot Qualitative Re8e8r,Fh, Aldine Publishing Co., Chicago,
U67.
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I, if / ..
INllOCENT _ 'hi. ~rd 1. ,.e' in <he ,,"ex< or 'hi'.." ••, '0 111''''.'e I r;:

-!- p_Uc.ular dll~ facd by· ~n, 1I~'l, ~r:p'I.nt gtrla.

Tod.,. youn/,eoPle .re exp.eeted to eol:l:Jl\lC.t the..-lvee ••"'. /'.
respood.bl••dult.. iD. Uid-r· sexual relationshi"., l:nelod1n& .~.

. F\
.. aarruge 'land ~r~~'hObd. Ia .p;eJlIt1ng tbe~ for"ueh rolu •

• oeb~Y. thr~ugh iU·. falll1ly' 8t~ture ,lid edllCllUonal

\ .

.. .1 ..

8y ate has been .hovn io be f!r'quently-1nadequ'te. tn

con.equence, • youn,'glrl who het0flle8 ~"reJn.nt outside

_rttage~ e~ul~8idtfed 811 "1nDoe~t".
}

o
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Thll188 stateJDente perhaps best epitoaiz:e the purpoae of thi~tud,•.•
Byex.amining the axpre..lIaed de.a1res. 1'leeda. wishes and 'expectations &f

dngle pregnant girls, and 1nc1udlng tb~ir perceptionl 'and use. of the.

hedt,~ar. delive.ry Syitemoin St. JOhn'l, Newf~undhnd•. two IIlljOI

ob~~i~re8 liay b. reached:. 0 .'

The8. objecU'l6s lin (a) to detetlline thole factors con8~dered by

Bingle pregn/m.t liris to be inhibitory in Seekins health ::';e during

early pregnancy, (b) ItO develop frolll thea:s findingll ••ervic:e.

~ppr~te to the meeting of their .1lpeei,f1.e Tll!.eds
1
. '

'. ./

,; :..

'1'~.'

.:"te -cont~u~ to negrtft.to;.t:i1ue U11farmatiah'

frOll UJitairecl, partially.funcd.onln8 p.opte that

"lnht'1II us 'h~~t the fallhtu'of til. E1;.te.:4~:'·11
~he&e .are of "an 1.lIt~n8e inforDilltlonal v1Il\;"e ,~t

. .. . . .---.
: we Ilead IB f~edb.t); vJ.;hll,ut.;hi~~,: 1:-n~eed. the

"!yatem..would _Vithe~. a,v.,. ~n'~ ,die.: It 18 not~,

;;;fQ;ou'J:s~;. tha:t ill. e.a:ch ?f ~he~ In-6tloces .tb.
ded,res, l\t!e~8. vi'he8·.~e,. and eXputatlons

of the' ewlest uni.t: of the' lidng' system 1IllIJ be

In 8~ri.ct conflict 'y1.th tbo~e b{ the ae:r~ .1~Yd

or the totaL lIy.tam in :nd of ;'d~ll he is an

integral part. (de Groot .pel Strauss 1970:13)

l

vii1.

:-. ,



CHAPTER :I. "

"The .1nnl?Cence that .fe-ell no ~~Uk .n:d 11

~~:~:unt~·~~~o:it~:e:a::~:~a~ ..l~:· .1,
<1;..... ~1l.t:ha~·111 Parker' liui1~ -(i806':'6 7)

.•;:;S::~;~~~~~~;:'"
.:,:~::: :,::~:::::;:.;:: :::::::.,.:·;::~~~:ti:;;'Ut.:

relle.aTcher •. Thill \la",·under· t!}e liuperv11.1cD of'Dr. 8oy<l Su.ttlil•. tbta..

t~'n d1.J;:eC:~o~',_Of the 'CO~:1.t!:Hadi,Cf.rie·~~~~tllent,Of'~r~al
.Un1,vers:ity of t:!'ewfollndland. ' l.

DU:f.iculr..1ell in dcterm..1n1l).lI a f~~ioie methoil- o';"~anrPiil1g for th~. , . -'.

collect:lon of dstl1 fo~ .nalY"~iI, -tuled li'llt an expe1:'1~~tai approac~ .
\, '. :,'-', '

and directed the atudy tOliards e.mploying the aodologieailY. lIound., . . -,
grounded theory metpod. ~ ',' •

Pregnaot S~gll! WOlllen and. in partibtar!'the teenager, ate •.

"lsrgeJ.y a ';hidden" popu;otion in St: John's. - :r~:ls ,fact•. ~a

substsDtiated by tlv! .PTes:en~. study, ".10 closely rel'.ated to l~o~e~ '~

and/or an~l~iPa.te~ i~P'lUltiODII of at~8JIllI and aa~e-ti~na -fr~~·_#gn:l~:l~.o~

.....nd influent1al groups'wlthin th spcilll atTue~ure._o-f the city.'. .
The

t

lIlore'; ":",il1ble" ST.OUPS of pr.e8n~nt 8,1iI.gle .wq~~ f~olii 'whom. 'data ~

could be,.collecced include: '(-



)

) .
p.2

<a> those who t'elll8J.u· in the £01'1141 school system for differing
.'. . .... "
len~hll o,f. tllM1 after pre~ncy is.confirmed,

(b) those who utilize health and;lIocld llIervice p~ngra11l8 during

prqnant!~ and befor-e :~g t,fl term for 'delivery. of their

infant. _

.r,ar.tbe purpose of thill "study ~ to detet'1l1ne the atrength of

p~s8~~ie i~~lbi~O?, f,actors del~ylng 'i:tte cpt"ranc~'Of the pr~gntin~
alngl; ~n into eli"e fOl:llllll health"car~ ay&t.elll ...·1t waa felt •

.~, naCCJlu.ry ~o c~ntact the -,ubj.ectll ali: early. in the1~ p:egnanciea, a~

'possible, ... 1'1

serv~e a.~d ef~Cral as,enclea ....~11~ reC9gnlZ1n~ too .

necessity for t'eJica;e'h as- 1I Ileana to the de.veloplllent of relevant

progra:mng. to ~e~ ~b~. .teeds 'of t~e pop'ul~'uon.at .risk wltj a~ .

, iUeg1t.imate Pte8..ne.ncy~td to support 8.\ll:h studies in principle,

'

but, for IIlIl.n)' reas;na e very relucta~t to part1c:ip""ate significantly--
,j

in .th,elie ',tuirt"".:,., The Bt often 8~tated ,reaaon i5 the protection of

the..lndiv.1dual" r'lgh~' to conf1.dential1ty an~vacy.

The.f1rst' atte~t 1;0' ~ntetv~'atn~~e pregan~ teenage~,8 WaR lIlade

through~~he'''hfgh aChooll'syatem lo·Se. .John's, rinerviewa \lete'

• con~ucte~~with' the respect:lve, gUlda.n~e cou.n:llellO'r~ at the five Ill8.jf~

. J. ~igh-- li'chOols. Jhere.are l' Jlpec,1al ed1;'cational progr~lD8 ~o~ p'regn\nt "

,scltool g~'lll but,. in .8en~l"'!' they are' encouraged. to remain'in school,

'for all l~~ as it' s(:elllS feas1J:'Ie to'r .all '~hose c,oncerned. The. . .
¢ounselloI-s estimate·...that, appr0x1,mately 50% of Btudent8' who become.' .
pr~.snant leave !,chool under'S01I!e pr.ete;l{t" some, to return 'following

•.( nn aborti~n or delivery o~ their :ntant. I{a~y girls never return :0
!SChOOl,!

.,
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•Without exception, the guidance counsellors eXpressed the need for

special progrolllll.ing to which they could refer these students._ Because

of their al:.cea81billty 8~d role within the school ~ere 1s a greater

opportunity for the develop~ent of a~ clo~e rapport and close

relationship ~!!-tween the couuae.llot and atudl;nl;,. Too often. however •

. the. tooDle.llor 18 fore~ to assume a major:' responsibllity for the

physical. ~t.lon81_and social ~eVare of the pre?nant girl - a role for

• I
.WiCh he/ahe hase;ither not been adequate;ly preprrer or has not the '\ '

time tq properly fulUlleuch responllibUiUea. (bee: AppendiX A. for

rat~o of Guidance-Cql,lllsellots to s-rUdentS). ',.

As a result of ge~uine c.oncern and interest· in the development of _

a futll~e service to which they could refer a pregnant' student, the

counsellors eoosente'd to set ali intervie\fflre and submit It f0l"ll\31

interView scheMe to all pregnant'girls who request their help, Thi"

would be for a period Qf one pchool year.

The iriterview sehed.ule, was developed with the': help of three of

the guidance,counsellora an'd 8ublJlitted for !!pproval to the Avlllon

Consolidated SChool Bosrd snd the Roman Catholi~ School Board. (Sec

Appendix B-V). It was under consideration for a period of

approximately nine montha. Permission waa refUsed on the ground8 that:

(a) parents lIIight becollle upset if theb daug~tef8 were being

questioned st this l?srt1.cular time, /

(b) such a sulvey \/ould be an "l~trudon.upon the privacy of

the student :!Jl. such a delicste situation",

(c) the guidance counsellors,~meeting as B group with the

fuperinten'dent of the Avalon Consolidated Scbool Board, bad

. _.:~. .;
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.pparently changed tbeiraaillda about pntie:lpU!l1l"i.l:l thU

(d) onl!. board felt thel: prog:Ullle "...d.q..... t. to Delft the n~ed.

of ebll pop",laUOlJ. (See fPpa'ld:lx 1.1 - IV).

• <
kealll'" of tbe lack of aD} ptogr_ del1gnated to aeet tbe

apec:...lal need. of ail1g1e pregp.al1t girla, the" only otber _jor agency

which providet for contact with thi. population, 1n sufficient numbera.

ill rtte office of "The Planned Parenthooil bsociation (P.P.A.). Byehdr

.inVitation, the collection of data val cond~c:ted on theit pTl!IlIiIlea.

The P.P.A. board and ataff gave ever., 8asl8tIlIlCe to ensure the best

po8s1--ble 1:1reUlllataneea for thia purpose. The cl\ange 10 venue did oot

dgn1ficantl,. alter the purpolle of this study. It d1d. in fAct, provide. .
for .. closet' 8I1a'ly.ts of tho.e fae~or•.1nd variable., 80 1Jl:pod:.aot U

the !nittal it_lei of pregnaJc,., and with P.l..-Y _ taajot role in

directing the Il1ngle precnant glrl towafit. tbe··pathway choaeo for the

OUtccae of her preg'llolllcy.

The Planned Parenthood A5&OCu.tiOll, St. Johll.'. Branch. had .bY 1916,

bec_ .uff1c1t'tly veIl e.t.abUshed to encourage and velc~ resear_cll. '.
into the aubject of i:llegitiDate pregll'lnci•• ana their cODsequencee

for the gir).. hcr offspring, the family .nd her Co=NnilY' A

81g~ificant nurllber of ,!-ngle WOlaen now request pregnoncy testing fr01ll

P.P.A.; thull allowing for auch a survey .nd the aD41ysis of relating

factors .ssociated with lliegit:tmac)'.

': 1'.'....



knowledge ,on the subject of 1l1egitimate ~regnsncy.

I

I
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The colleetlon of data took place principally'in the offices of

the P.P,A. St. John's Btanth. This service. the only One in the entl~e

city, 10 offered free of charge to anyone requesting Bssistaoce, thl!

O~lY requirement being to complete a ahort ~d!liBSlon fo~ tor

"~tatistlca.l p=poaea. (Appendbr: C.) These ~orm8: once the dat"/I" has

been reCotd~d and tabulated, are deatroyed. 'rhe popul,aUcm_utilizl~

th!s service, represent var~ou8 llQC1oeconomic groups frOlll the city

itself and outlying Ilt'e!lll "(aometilnes 8S far away sa Labrador).,

Other data were eo;l.lected through f0r1ll31- and infot'1lllll interviews

\. with nuroes, 6.oc1al workers, physicians, school pr1flcipals, 8ch~1

board administrators, teenagers and others who expressed interest or

.
The geoerll1 data were collected over a period of two years,

starting in September 1974. Tlie specific data trOll ,the etudy

population, compr1si~g those "iog1e women between t.he ages of 14 to 2il

who requested a pregnanc), test at the P.P.A. office. and who were
. 1'- \

found positive for pregnancy. were collected. over a period of six

months fr~ February 1977 to July 1977, during which time 40 subjects

were interviewed.

A«'.,!, • ,"""'pM' o."'~« .b1, " ..",h>'. on' ,"0 P.P .A.
staff members. with the pe.rmission of the clisot, conducted intervie\ols.

I~ wss necessa~y to .train the.e staff members as interviewers ~

ensure tMt the majority :fI'"the potential s'tbjects wct'e,reaChed: as

I

the 5ervic~ was still under-utllized by this population dUt'ing this

period of time.

The interviews were open-e'nd.ed employing VSt'iOU8 techniques

tempered by the _elllQtional climate of 8sch interaction. Specific

..~,
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questions were llireeted only when the resl!oudent indicated '81'1 ebllity

to verbally ..u:press her c;.om::crns, anneties, -(ears and desires for her

future, in the light of present clrculllatancea.

Bccaull'C of the elllotion~~tlloBphereduring the Interviev,. and the.

need for more than one inret'liewer. an InfoI1lNll .8chedule was devised,

8S 8 directive, to ensure some continuity of approach and to aid in

the,detc1"1Illnatlon of C~Ona;lti~8 11'1 contt.ftuting factora, that

( possibly projected the subject tQWard8,pregnancY'o~tiJtI!IlII1rriage:

Deta reqUired and Dot already on r.he adm19sion forlll Include~:

(a) status, of family relat'tol'lshipli

(b) relationship with the putative father

(e) 1m:II.cdlate reactions and responaes to t.he verified ll;tate of

pregnancy

(d) antitipated r4spOl'lse& fr~ !,18ni~icant others

(e) proposed iJlJItIediate action

(f) p.referred person for S\,lp;'ort:la~d g~idance

(g) per.sonal level of undetstar'lding cf imolediate and future

heal~h needs for the pregnsncy

(h) perceptions and past utilization of Pbys1c~aD's.services

(1) formal education ambitions

(j) level of understanding of the 91gn1ticance and probable '\
.6

consequencea for s,elf I he: child" and BigDlfic~rit others of

. imo'lediate or later deci'!'ioD8 made for pregnancy outccme

Where the circumstances allowed, BOlDe were asltell:

(It) • to evaluate present service~ Ilnd identify preferred opticns,

~nd servicelt to ~et their prec:eived needs~

-:'n.t~ .was recorded in writing i:IIlIIe~st~l)' following the interview.
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Grounded theory 88 described' by Glaser and StraUBS (1967). Wall used

to generate the formal theory called - punishing the pregnant 11\DOcents .

.This- theory haa two bult premlles -" (a) the ao:=1al ilapodt1on of

~W11ahmeDt for pregnancy otltllide marriage; and (il} at1~t1zation 88 a.

maSol: inhibitory !actor to thl!' 8a~1.dactor.y outcollle<of '. pregnancy

outside ClI8rrlaga.

Fot'll8.1 theory 11:
. /,

.•,.that de"(eloped for a fOrllllll or. conceptual area of sociological
enquiry such aa stigma-, deviant behs:",lour I !lGclaliZlltlon \ statuB

. coagl1lenc:y, Buthoj:"ity and power, reward .1atelU, or loclal
)aobility. ,It differs from aubstantive ~heDry which 11 developed

- for a substantive, or elllpirical area of 8oclological'enqull:Y811ch
88 patient care, race relations, profesBional"t:duca"tion. delinquency
or r!!!search ~ganhations. (p. 32)

Glsser and Stl::auss U971) turtber state tbs.t

'''-'-=~~'''.-'.. -,.,.,.

This

accumulating InterreUtionahip8 form a cOl:lceptual framework which

are derived, developing in abstraction and become related, 'tbe

In social research it is not 1U"i:.essary to hypothesize or
cont.eptualhe-~elevant."theory prior to the oollection of data'

~:~~::i~;~;yi:b;:;:::~h ;~~~~~i~: ::;:l~rc~:c~:~~::~i:~r
for describing and explaining. Generating a theory, from data
IIOst hypotheses and concepts are not only data but ,are syste1ll4l::ically
worked out in relation to the data during _the course of t.he
resurch. (p.8) ,

I '
Elealents of theoties gen;rat.ed from data include (a) categories

which when derived: llUet be readily applicable to ,the data and relevant

to the behaviour unde~ study; and (b) hypotheaes or generalized n.lationa

alllOng the categories and their properties. (p. 35). As ca'tegoriel

_ Gf~ser and Serase describe fS'- the core of the emerging theory.
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provides for redirec.tion in·t~e resellorc.h process for c,ha,,?-gell in foc.us

or 114mpli,ng .without, Mving to ignore illlporttillt iJrlplicatlorisgenersted

by the detll whlch do not appear. relevant to the testing of t,he

hypothesis.

Chriaten.-l{/l!t(l969:2'-) 'in defenl;Ung grounded theory in. hiS' study,. .
'entitled l')lo~tlve theory der1ved trpm C1:0SS c.u1t.ural ~slll1ly research",

.dehnea researc!:a'theo1:Y as:

•· •• c'?"Dpoe~d 'of system_s of org~tnlzed generalizationa"'- ofteti
desl~nat.ed ,up:opO,liitionJ!l .01' 'priric.iplee '01", lava ;.. _gl:ov~n'g

out of theee lnve.atigado.tia •. "Sqlrtl~g \lith so.tII! baa~c

~~~:;~~~~~~:,p:~~:e::'- i~~e~h'::':~~~~e~~~e;;:',~i::~~·:~~f II.
into a conc,eptual 'fr~tlleWork ¥itWin whicfl, he: can operll~e, '
become acq...ainted·vit~ pnvi.otlsl)' estllblbh,ed.th!-"ory covering
hie range of interest; .and out of all this, formulatea cerratn
hypotheses concernlng the relativen_es$ o~ 'the phenomena. he
vishes to study.

aamtd '(.19~'-:4) in intr~~UCing t-he cO,lieettve- IItudilaa of SOI:Ie

. prondnenc Socl~l researchers, dillcuss~a tbe ,weakness in believing in

the diC~OtOIllY !?etween t~eory .lind re.search, ~he.. ,arg\llllent being ~hst:,

.•. research ie, bnly the C.la8Sificlltion of facta when, in

~:~~;:~: . ::e:~~~~e;,; i ~n~:c~~~~e~:e:S~;~~l;~~~~i:~a~O:~~~~~,~ ic

:;;~~~~~~,~~p~~:~~rn~~:~~:;~'t~~~ ~:'~~;O;~:~b::ad~~~~~:i;i~g .
·1nco theor~ and reaearc.h d:l1llinishc6. thc value of either ac,t:1vity.

Social reSearjhCcS
1 eontl~U:llY. sta,\~;eoncerns in bein~ ,tied to

defending a partic.ula!; hypothesis. There ia a danger of being forced." ... .
into a nar~o;" focus. allowing for ove~'lghi: or negl'ect in e1ploring

inferences and o\her leads identified' frolli data eoll'l'cted bu.t not

pertinent to -<the hy~the8i8 under c::hallengel

The liter.ature in essence s~ates. tbat, researrh starts a.nd end~. ;.

with theory. Every question lle~ed leads, to new queltions .lind new .

directions for the exploration of everY'n~wly genera,ted theory.
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When dealing "1tll ll\llIlOlO behavior and. 1nterrelatIOIlshipa t'hia

process' 1~ cOntinuous Y1t~ no ~ible··.nd. Researc/!. thetAora. can
,

be instigated at any point in the process. Such research ne;eds tQ be

encouraged alii a ~y of reducing tbe litre••.104 the traUlllll of tholls

caught'in conflict within our eD.8tlng socla1 structures and

. '

j.

envlconlIlenta.

,

I.
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Other studies udng a grounded theory approacb include one by
Reiss (1961) "Tile Sol:lal context of ',Premarital Sexual
Perm1aalveness" 'where she 111uat...ates the process of theory
building by leafing various hypothese,sJ. formulating pr.opollhtiooa
~.lntegrat1n8 thelll lnto fo-onal theory. C~isteDlIen tl96.!)
~1~l'JIllI.nD (1974) and D1nhalll (1977) all used gro\lnde.d theory
for their studies .

. '

/

,10

I.
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CHAPTER, 2

"Better be unborn than untaught for
ignorance 18 the. I;oot of miafortune"

. PlatO (427-347 B.C.)

TIlB NATURE OF 'mE PROBLEM
l .

The single, p.re-Iinaot gIrl, whatev,et,her age, social at.jtus and

educational level, appears to fear IIIOI'I! tMo any other -factor,

~n'tlClpated lirid perceiv~ nl!gatlv~- a~lal reaponae~ ·~o her pregnancy.,

+h18 !g. tbe p:r1nciple reason for her de~ayed ent>:y Int~ the health

IItrea~ thereby e:xacerb~ing problems u.:~er than d1mlniS~~ng t:~~.
Thill study attemph to eu!:>atant!ate or -refute thia statement.

To ~at extent these feara ai:~ bued on f~ct or au?po&i~lon ~re I!XJllored.

The lItudy design allows for the collection and analysLe of data

',' 'i
. frOID a variety df sources w!th lIl3jor illput ~e1ng supplied by subjects

immediately following ~he l:onfirmation of pregnancy by. test. How

dee1~ions are mad~ for outcomes,' a~d the, pathways followed for

dVfer'ent outcomes, Iare the two ma"jOr eomponem.ts·of the study. The

ident~f1cetion' of options for·pathw,aya and the eMmlnation of ,their

conrects with sIgnificant others along the route sho.uld serve to isolate
, • I

those factors wl1.ich could lead to a potential crisia. Examination of

theae pointa leads to the theory which explores .the e.e.ncep.t of the

impositi.on of blame and puniahment upon a dngle p~egnan'r girl, (and her

child) for her violation of ~accePted'social norms for sexual

intercourse and pregnancy, sancHoned only within ~rriage...
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ILLEGITIMACY

Uartley (1975:4) atates that illegitimacy rs broBdly define,!! as a

atate of being of {llegit'imate birth (£.rom the Latin-Ulegi'timus-flIeaning

"not in accord with the law") that is, born outside B legal flIBrital

unit. Cutright (1975:26) broadens thisdefin1tion to inclulle the

'incestuous or adult:urou8 issue ~f' a married wolllln: . Newf~undland

define.a illegitiucy. thtough "rhe Children of UnmarrUd Parenta Act 1964

where '\nother" is defined to meim:

(a), 8 single woman or widow who,

(1)~1J been deHverld of a~ UlegiUIII8'te., child, or

(11) is pregnant .and likely t'O be delivered of an

illegitimav: child; or \

(b) i a IIl8tried'volllBn who

(i) 1i living apart from !:ler husband :taa been

delivered of an illegitimate chil • or , I
~ h pre8~ant and lr,1k<riy to be deliveJ:ed of an

illegitilll8)e child ,and "'as livin, apart 'frOfll he.t

husband at th~ time of the conception -of the child.

(Coshue and'Day 1973:117)

The term "Ulegiti1ll8.te" to flIany. i~een aa of!enaiv~ and held to

be grosS'ly discriminatory against the "innocent". Attempts to

eliminate it t:r.OIIl the vocabulary h=ever have not met with much,
auccess. How' elae does one describe a atatus formulated butaide the

accepted le!!!sl r~ute1 Whatever word 18 used. and t.o date there 1s no - t
. aignitlc:an.t substicuce, it still Ileana the s .rae ChiJs'- outside tn:e

law. Sklar alld Berkov (1974:196) states clist "the handicspa su~fered
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today by illegttb.e.te chttdren result not 8,0. lIIueh fcolll lZIoral

opprobriUlll attached toth~ label'111eglt1ul;ate' 8a 'frOlll 'the

<:irC.UIlI8tancea in which ~hU,:dren ate rais,ed."

. !~e teI1ll~ it£:ed mother" or:' "pregnancy ..DUC-Of.-wedlOCk" ~h~n u8ed.

eX,elusivelY, t~~,,.~ocua.o~ the parc1.t-(s) and..negl~:t.~ the inf!uence

of, ~ltill.8i-tUatl~ the.later life of t!)e ctill~. :"',

Kln~Bley.navis.. 'in .hf~; -tes~1mon~;b-ef'~~e C.h.,!; S~cial J~'l'far~·.·:·Board

. ou July 19:72 ~b8.etvedi

~~i:~a:;~~11p~~~:;:~:' t~h~:~;~'~;~;~:;:'~-t:~~ i:C~::;:i:'O~~ct
rather thB~- to attach _an' ep1tJ:t~t t,O' t.hlldfEm. Nel~h~ours .may
know fhat II child' a mother .was, single wlien ;he was l)otn. but

~~e~::;. '~:~yd~:/:O~O~~P::: ~~~~~=,~i.:~:i:~:Yo:a::e~1~~rds it ,
off'ictal re.cords, but on t~s.~~. owP observ~tion9·. Behind their
sttitude', .are certain realities that 90cial science research
is des1gn~d to measure and utuf",rsts.nd.. •

o~ ~~~:~~~~y~t:~:r~;:ric~\~~;;:/:lf:;~i~~~ea~~ : ti~~~~~~tc
child. A thUd'whose parel;\t~ live tdgether, ,take goo.d care of

'hilll, and guide him on thl!. ,I:oad, to a successful life-even t~ough

they are not legslly llI9'fried':' is better off than ona whose
parents s~e le:gjil1y' IlI9rria.d. b.u.t ,are.,.it:r,espon.si~le .and incaRsble

~:r:~~~;:~~~: ~'~n~:~;:~::ep:':::t~~~~:~~;:\~~t~::i~~macY
01: illegitilllacy. ~egiiinlacy comes fnto the picture simply
because the proportion of indiV'idualaunq1,l8'+1fied .to r8<1;1:- children .
18 much h'igh~r among unmarried than a.mo'ng"tIIarried parents. As .
a !result,' in every country .he rate of stUibirths, deatha.
adoption, dependency, ebandol\lllent, neglect. am!- cruelty is much
higher. for ill,egititnate children ~han ,for legttiJJ\ate ones •••The
av~age illegitiJilate child thus has a Ilior~ tragic life than the '
average legitimate one-~o.t because.of his ill'lgit~cy per se,
but becauss of ths kind ~f ~arents.he had; Acc'=!rdingly, ~n '
effort to lower the illegitimate birth rate is ailllply an
iritelUgent effort to lower the risks to children; i~ ~s oo:t
an archai.:: effort to stigmati2e infants •

. (quoted rn Skl~r 1974~l9,6)

J
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Until Buch t1Jlle Iolhcn 1l~e8it!-lllB,te pregn3nc:il8 an~ births no
. .- ,

longer reaillt in disr.:~imination ap1nat' those affected. it 18 better.

\ . .
to st.ne ,facta <1,8 t~ey are, ~nd ~~,.as we YO.tild like. them to be. ~

Le"giUlMcy f.or sex rol~s, iI.nd tehl,'-Vi~ ,has. a. defiDitli purpose.

(In Chilpter -5 d1s:UIIII~.inl~ o~. '~QCial th7~~Y ~y.~~~~ and B_t,r~ries

. expands upon this ·pO'int).. The 'place' of t'he"cliild, and-:the. !!Ocia:l1Zl1t!on

p'roceS8 'i~ ~~!t,.;.~,._~hrO~g~·, ~~~~..e.d 'f~:o~' ~~~'\:hC~.~h~ is 'l~i1t~tel;
- act~Pte~' vHhin ~h~ :~~n~ra'l', SCh~'JDe:,,:tl:f ,tlli'ngs,." '.'" -.r: ',' _. 1:.

Cu"ltursl;val~8 ~nti. nC?rms'ove'r';ti~ '~av4 i8tabi\a:hed 'rl,liei' to'r

leg~h~c~ B~~h;~s ~ -~h6 rMY' 'procr~ste:' Vith. W~OIll;'.a~ ~~~. snd .h~
t~y"IlIU~'('.'their children.··· -Th~8e rule's. 'be'~d~'~ _~e~erll1Ti1ng ttnl...·

soc~l placement'of c~il~rsn as dhcjlssed, 'abo dstendn11 rela~~onship,e

among ·lidults~ Goode -(1964;'20)' etates:

The infant indic:ate..-an·inti~c·y:betwaen parente and its

i~~::~n~: :~~~ ~~:i;~:~d:e:n:~eo:n'~~~e~~~:~~~8:r~~,d~~:e~
child. if the child h~'iJ- no. scknowlsdged father _or the ''l.{rong''
fether, these..~bl1ga~ionS lire alllb1guOIlS.Or-ll-.ulet, or rlln CO,llnter

:': ~i~::1{i:~:b~~~:dc'::~~'~Sk~h~a:;l;::drt~'~~~6~tf::~~~~;\o
8olileelttel1t in hie obl,igations to hie min ,family, even if. ,he ill
wealthy. Th~ child who.es, patents are not lUrried do.es- no...t b~,~ong
to the father's falll1ly, -and-neither the: fjlt~er, nqr .l:he fftller's

.' fSlIIily needs to Ilest,more t~n 1lIin1ll111l,legal obligaUons to the'
cltild. 'I!be ehild',.poaition ill sDbiguollB, and ire eoclllUzati'on
experience 18 l~ke,ly to fie. inadequate. II). "hort,' it ill the

'II r' ~~~~q~~:c;:l::ra:edt~~:;i~~~:;c'~;~ys:;::s:~~~of;~e~:ht~hi1d

~~~~~i~:l::::~:~. ~~:~~~t=::\;:n~~:/~~ ~~~:li:b:~so
disapproved. l · . ,. '. ..

The extent of any problem latgely depends on t,he nlilibers of

",,1,0, likoly " b. m1,.oly "f.".d ., • "."l••", ,f 1<­

Published 8tat~'st1csl ~~i:a re.~stin~ Ito the t~n~dia~ Provinces" other

than lle'olfOundland. aTe reseonably de,tailed snd,current. Other sourcl'S'
. r.,
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. . , . .
3~.OOO in 1971) for the"'fit:sr. ti':-'since 1949 and .attributes tUe'

, la~gely to,.,the ;1nerC8.~e:..ln legal abort.:!,o'ns i~ Canada.

In, N~foundland'P~b118h~d P~oVi-nCia.l J'tai:!sti~al ·!iata. on .

1llegit111lilcy 'rates are Ilvatiab1.~ only',uP ~ 1974. 'hese 40'uot in~lud~

ag~ SPl'.cif1~· r:atl'.S nor ~forma'tlon tpat lII1!iht:lea,d to estimates

.concernin~ conc.eption pri~r to fIlII;rlage. The>illegltlmacy ra,te f?r

~ ",'.- .
gro\!p.a. e,veu·t·hough a, s'fbstim~ial propornon' will ~HY. ther~ 11

Hk~l~,.tll, be 8.~,',larg, .~:~~m,ber a5 .r,'.lB,~- ·tbaf' , ~'n ,',r~Vi'?US C'O,",ort8' "SO,',"
nlJllbe . of illeg1timate births will continue ,t:o,·rise for some·tillle. .I.
" Jhwen~el' (1974) \e'ports .th~~ in -i~'71 Canada had exper1e.n~ed a

drop ~ the' total '~UIlb~r l1f illegitimate liirthll (35";000 '~n ~970 to

~ 8tat1stiQ9 are ~urveY8 "-?oDd real!!.tch 'a't~dtel" Inc~udll1g thole done

. bY·O'N~1.1 ,'-1971). 1'1~O ~:971) and SChwen~er ;(1914). ~." , !.
O'Neil" (19.n)' notea the c~tl:'el~tion b~t",eer'/l\~ rising

. '-pO~U:8tl~.n of ~oungei: ag~ ·g·rl?UP8.;,:'W.~~l'e the. hlgh~~t proportion o,~

. 'Y~~'t1g ~ :1~" to ~e'._.found;; and_~he Inc:~rea81n~·,_:~~te. "'Of .. ill~gii:l~i:.~ ..

"llve:blttlUj, ~n pt.OI?O.J;t1lln to the. ,total liye .birth,ts"ct(over tile: pale

d~ade.2
K. PD.1~o et a1 (1971) Indicu~ that tIOre than thre~ quart~r8

'of the total number of il:legitimate btt'tl'ill ale to ,~~n_ll~t....e:n tb~'

'::::8;:[~::'!;:::'~~2:;:,,:~:.j;::ltt:t::::'~:~.::::t,i~8

0l;lc-of-wedlock blrtblil 18 qat 88.~8_t,r~ki.ri8 for y~~nger .aie grciup~:' but ­

while the teenager ri.tea. pier' ~~oo. ~~ngie' wo~n a~; ~~OlM' ~o be io~~r'
th'an lld'er married ~n, they ~~e ,ll.till t~e: lI11in ~~ntrlbut~r 'to the­

.,~ota1 ~u~be~ of 111egittte live' ~1rt_h.~.>L.fa~d~,' ~~1~'1S' :aa. "~
O'Ne:!,l notes, because,all this cohort Il.ges:arfd 1DOvell through o,thet'age
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Other sources for data, including hospital recorda

and physician estimates, tndtcate that some IIreas tend to show Iiigh"r

rates thaD do other",. varying hOIll 28% to JJ2: of all regiatered births.

(See Appendix E for rate of 111egit1lllate births pet 100 live births in

S'0Anthony 1975, as' an eX811lple.)

A raq.dy of the experiences of others in social and cultural

settings similar to Newfound1and, 16 ne.c'essary 1n order t:Jtel:1lline.

, ....." -(a) if there are in fact, aign1ficant socfal problella_ te} d to

• Uleg1f1Jllate pregnancy; (b) if 60, "'hat ate these probllelllB and how are'

they being 1lleI, (e) are the solutions, or partiaillolutlons. meeting

'with Pfl.Y aucc""B~ and (d) w'\at ,further reaearcli is required to prov£de

for relevant. solutions to these problems.

The literature, particularly in the lIni'ted States, abounds with

studies, commentaries and statements on the 6ubjcct of 'pllegnonc)'

outside ot marris·ge. These studies foeus particularly on the

adoJ"escent and 'the young aUult, including to s lesser degree, the

university student.

Canadian literature (Stone' Scott 1974, Chman.1969. Cuyatt

1974) I:eiterates llluch of what is sa ill by others fro~ sitllllar

environIllnnts and soc1et1~s.(Za~ker 1975 (I}.S.) Meuniey 1970 (England).

Leeton 1975 ·(Australia). Widholll et 811 19}4 (SWedel))).· These. and

other 'ccntributora generslly lIgreli' that pregnant adolescent I!! aee

.particularly at. risk, 'lIledically and obstetrically. and share vith

'older ulll:l8rrted vomen, a high potential 'for psycho.10gical and

aociolcgical complications.

The incidence of tIledical and obstetrical problems are closely
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associated >lith age and ",here there has been mini1ll&l or no prenatal
) ,

care. Zacker provides a very comprehensive Ihr1118 of sucb problems

including llIedl(':sl, conditione, nODsly, venereal diseases, drug abuse,

viginal and kidney infections, non-deficiency anaemia, folate

deficiencyaodmaillutrltion.
4

Obstetrical problems include laCk,of }l1;e-nat/il care. low birth

"eight, pJ:smarurlty, fetal mortality. pre-eclampsia, ecLampsia,

56?
cephalo-pelvic.disproportlon, casaarian section and abortioll;

The 1976 report of the. Planned Parenthood Federation of America

Inc.
a

(hereafter refetred to 811 p.• p,r 1976) " documenting the findings

of all the :lI3jOI AIllerican. research reports on tcenage pregnanc)',

compiled the fo110111ng liat of ri$k factors for both the toother and

her infant In relation to biological illllMtuclty:

..(a) About f>% of fint babie8 /;1orn to girls under 15 yellrllof age

',(b)
-.I.-

die in their ficst year. /I rate 2.4 t~,e5 higher thsn th$t

,f ."hm " ,.an ,f 'g. ,., ,mOl
Teenagers give birth to a b,igher ra of 10\1 birth weight

babiea. ',. bre"kd.own of the potential risk for such low

birth weights in celation to the lIge of the l!lOther are B~OWll

[n table 2:1 •

Table 2:1 - PotentIal risk for lOW' ~lrth weight ...in relatioQ
to the age of the IDOthec

Ag.

15 and under

16-17

TllPes risk

2,2

1.5

18-19 l.l
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(c) Maternal death rillk is &0% higher for~YO'JIIg teenagers aged

--- 15 and under lind 13% higher for those age 15-19. Mothers

aged 15-19 lire twice aa l1kely to die fl"om haemorrhage snd

IEUscllrrlage, lind 1,5 times [rom toxaemia, while toose 15

years lind under lire .a.S ti-..el) more Hltely to die ,frolll.

(d) Adole8cen~ mothers are 1.3'tll1les lIore likely to suffer frOlll

nonfatal 'anaeIDla (11%) tha~ ellose 20-24 'years old.

DiscuSliidn of the p9ycho8ocl~1 problems associated ",.;!til

illegitimate pregnancies first requires an eXlllldnatl0n of the existing

major theories 88 to their pllssi.ble. 'cause. 'I'helle serve best to

illu8trllte those ~oclal and emotional factOIII IDOse 11kely to'

predispose II glrl towards such II pregnancy. "Factors such as these are

generally described in terms of faiUly breakdown, bel<; of parenUl

supervision and'guidance, peer and adult attitudesond pressjrcs and

9 •
ignorance.

A. PSYCHOLOGICAL THEORIES

Psychological ,theories focus mainly on personality prob1ellls,

unsocialized ~rsonalities and uncoDscious but purpo8ivc behaViour.

Leontine Young (1945:2g) was a major proponent of the last IOOntioned

probsble cause. She proposed,that ..... everything points to an"

uneonsci'ous purposeful n:ltut'e ~ of the Act - She ...ants a b~by and

specifically, one out of ...edlock - \lithout a husband."~O

AbeTnatjiy et al (1975) 1n attempting to develop ,an inst'rument fOT

\diUltifying high risk. :l;.ndividua,ls fol' an unwanted pregnanty, su.&gests

j
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that, without reference to sexual history. there are certain. .
psychological and experlm'ental Chatacteri~tlcs wUhin this group ..,bieh

·may dlow for the developlllent of a significant approach to the

prevention of thcse. pregnancies. ,Theee characteristics in~lude:

(a) family life experiences in adolescence are critical in the
, ,

develop;'ent of relatively stable attitudes and personality

traits." ,).

(b) parent''ll I'Iarrhge is characterhed by distllnce and

hostility,

(c) alienation from her mother as s' youn& teenager,

(d) an excerSlvelY Intlll1at~ relationship with the father to the

extlusion of the mother.

Abernathy stales "in these sHuations there i9 a redefining of

I:oles, ~lth the dll~ghtc,r 116~ulI.lng 80me of the mother's functions as

cOllpaniontotheh.usband/father". (p.1Q2B)

'Ihe mechimisws thought to translate ·these exper~ences into rt6lt

for unwanted ptegnancy centr~ sJCound low self-ell teem lind anxiety over

the incestuous oveftones tn the relationship with the father, often

generat'ed by t.he unsatisfactory relRt~nshiP with the mother. A

relationship, therefore, with another man reduces this a-qx!ety and

tellporarily raises self-esteem.

Meyerowitz and Malev (1973) outline seven causal fsctors

contributing to what they call "the. predictive nwdel of adolescent,

pregnancy". These arc '(a) pregnancy as a response to self-esteem

(low ~go strength), (b) ap,thy and/or depression, (c) conflict between

nllgative Ilanctlons .or il~egitlmacy and the peer-tolerant subculture,

(d) specific delinqulncies (e.g. acting out Bch~ol truancy), (e)

'I
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pGychoaocial developmental deviance, (f) inconsistent socialization,

(8) world view (locus con,trol),11

Otller contributing faceoia (discussed by Barglow et a1 1968,

Gebbard 1958" Reiss 1965) include poverty, anomie, pressllres of the

lnner city and the urbanization of rac.ial groups .

. B. SOCIAL THEORIES

The three aajor grouplnga of aO~iai thenrie-s are ~

(8) Social RelaUvism poatu!atcd by Chrhtenlfen (l9~O) and Roberts

(1966). Sheie premise, according to Roberts (1966:14), is that

illegitimacy like any other social phenoment"ta subject to the

,value J~atem of the· group within which it ?CCUt8. Some cultural

groupe Clay have noms' opposed to illegitimacy .,h11e others llI3y

have counter-norms which sanction illegitimacy or no norms about

it at all.

(b) ClIltUflll Absolutism - Legit.illacy is the absoll1te norll.

Malinowski (1930) Btsted tfen is a principle of legitimacy which

is cross-C,l,Ilturlll. llleg~t:1macY:1s under universal snd inviolat.e

tabOO in at:ly soci!!ty. Deviance f;rom this nom is subject to

-I punistUllent mid sanctions.

Goode (1963) in supporting this theory stateo that he don not

accept the existence of counternoraa. He explains th~ variations in

illegit1.Jnacy rates alllOng various soc:i.al alid ethnic group~ in Wester~

SOCi!!I' ss being closely related to the state of anom:le. The lack of

total assi~ilat~on into the majority group culture results ill a

diminished access to. social rewards lind punishlllentli. The result is

,

I

I
l

1



pH

leading proponent of this theory, expanded upon this concept which

• (c) Cultural Relat1onisli. Vincent (quoted 1n Roberts 1966:17),. ell<:

Willi orl~i.nally formulated by Karl ¥.annhe1n. (1952:76). Kannheln

i
I

I
j
1

r
1

.{

".:lllegitLmacy.

It1llacy but to other notu as well as ,depending on at~1tude~ and

aoc'ia~ IP~l1ty within the larger social' context •• A so<:lety • ..,hile

h?ldlng negative sancti.ons againat illegitimacy 1lIlIY. at the salDf!

time, maintain par~iSSi.ve nor~s hout related behaviour. ,The

result is a concradic,tLon, of social goals and II ~onfudon of

Attitudes lind valuell resultil\&,.inevitable in. a higher rate of

relationship in a given fral:le of thought". V.intent !?'xpreases the

belief that 111egitimlcy 16 relat!!d not only to the Principle of Leg-

states that "ell the elellle1lte in a given deuation have reference

to onc another afld derive thelx:' dgnlflcance frOID. reciprocai

anOlllle. There 15 therefore no real COJql\ltlllent to adhere. to the

prevailing norms including th~ Principle of Legitimacy.

'j Other social theorists, allOng them Rainwater (1966) and Rodman

(1966), reject the a~ove three theoriea and blaim tM: i~lCgit1llW~ is

a cultural phenoFenon. Certain groupa within n' society i..e. working

cIaaa. 'l:ertain pe~roupa etc, ....i.thout ,abandoning ,the general values

,."
.... ' "',:,l,>

I

I
I

of the societ}', develop an alterna!;ive aet of values. Wit.hin ~heir

cnrn cultural fUllework, norms' governing marriage and leg1tj.llacy are

such' chat, where a nonlegai "marriage" union or an' Ulegit.i1lilcy occurs.

the participants sre accepted lIithout negative' sanc:tions and for

certai.n:Cs, i:'e" proof of fert.iUt y etc., may be considered

deairable in a !:tar.riag!! pll,rtner.

(
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In 19;) Hat"tley introduced tbe conc:atenat:d theoq,12 of

illqiti.maey. He It.lIted tMt:

tlle.S1tlaaC:Y"1 be .tudied 1$ a resu1.t of • procus of
lnterdepend4!l'lt avenU whJ.ch uy be avoided at .n~ne <,If ~everal

ataget. At each aUle in tbe ch1l1n of aventl .oe. fatiors .
int:lueJlcea the outeoQll!. The ayr1ad con81dera"t.lonl vohed i'll'

the procluct.i.olI. of births wt of Wl!dl~k influen at lust five
I conctltl!nated factor. In /I IIOrt. of funnelling procell. t.bat narrow.

-the range of, dtetnaUves to·tegiltr"ation of • blrth .a
Uleg1tiAate. (p. 102) .

By ulI/IIining the lIultlpl~c1ty of he ton: which IJ1tluenc:e'the

dechion IllIking of .. s1n&le pJ:egnant girl, H.a."ftley narrows the range'. .

of altern~ive8 to IScSbtI:a"tion of ~. birth al ll,l.e81UUtc:... by focusing

on five lI&jor cOnUtenated (:lnterrelaredr fact~f8~~' :T1iese are (a)

• pr,cpcr.':lonll unm.arHe,d; (b) eexual intereoursej (c: concepUonj (d)

marriage durin&, preinane,.: aQ~ (e) abortion.

Wit.hl" each ,ocie.ty there are well eatabU,he.d patteI'D' for .,;

marriage. Unmarried feule. of ch11dbe:arlng aie are t~hniCIIl1y

t.betefore at riak for preinancy. \Jhether such pregD81lc:1.es occur. are

t.era1natd. or brouiht to tCtll, ·depend, upOIl th. typtl of e0(:1al

. reaponsea (neg.aU.e or po,it:1.ve) eneOWltered along each stage':in tbe

.chain of eYttlt8 Ieadini to an 1l,leg1t1llat,e preanane,. and its out.eoae.

Hartley BUm,.a that., b,. dose uam1naCion of'theBe factors,. .
quut:1.ons 15 to wh't appropriate lIleasurea for the uductlon of:. ~ ..

Weglt.1U.t.e birtb might be 'llCcesafuUy inyestigated. could well be

an5wered;

Lind~1Ilann '(1974) proposed a sub,untlYe, theor), of birth' control'

")

1-'
) ehavlour. She deser~bed t.hree stagu through which unm.8rrled vo~n

au as I .ea'na to avoiding pregnane,. - the natural at.age, the peer.- .... :-
suge and the 81fpert sugl!" The natural sUle 1.8 vhere the scXtal1.y

I

I
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