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ABSTRACT

. .
A 8~oth an d ef fi ci ent transfer of young peopl e between schooi and

work eeeea to be of ~ital ; import~ce to our .s~,ciety, However, an~allnost .,

anomalous , s ituation ,seems",t o e\iIlt : Breto~ and M~nal d ' 0 ,967) r epcr t th~t . .

33.7' percent of t he bqys and 19. 7 ~~rcent of t he g;l.; 19 ' i n Grad~ El even in '\

Newfoundland haa no t made a ca reer cho ice.

. This si:~dy~~~emp~ed ~b~~~ toget,herl,so~ of th e co~telste~ o'~ , '

vo'cstiona1indet;:isi on .and inco~ratc. th ep. in to'a th eot:e t i cally 1IIean~ngful '
• r . . , ' , ~

eauaaj, ?cheme. The procedure used i n the quan tification of th e c.au.sal ,

model ill a ge ne ra l1zatibn of lIIul tiple l1ne 4't reg resefo n -known as path

Sl.\aiYSi~. The slllllPle consisted of th e some: 1, 600 Gt~de El~ven s t uden ts

who wer e part of the Ca,ree r De~iliions Pro ject carri ed out ' by Breton an d'

H~onald i h.' 1965'-66.

While t his s t,udy exp lained only a smal,! p ro po rtion of the va r1ance

i"n vocat io!l4 · in decidon, i t ' did result· i n sO,me e lucidatio n o,f t he complex

process of. voo"ati onal de~sion-maklng as it ~PPl1~S to th e you th of

N~fou~dland. (
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INTRODUCTION -TOTHE PROBLEM

Purpose of t he St udy

The obje~ 't1~c Clf t h i s ' study iii to , deve lop and ' quantify -,s ,caus al

u:adel whi ch nd.ght expl8in t he f41i r1y hig h r at e of voca t ion al indeci sion

among'hig!." sc hool 8 tud~t8 .1~ . Newfoundland (B~eton . 1972>'. The mod~l

' brin gs to~,e ther a n~er of e9 tabli9~eQ ~elationshlps . an d '~~corporat~s

t hem i n to a syll tew, of causal relatl ':lls • . The I116del1a qu an tified with data

on a sample ~f some 1, 600 Newfoundi~d s t udents.

The study will a i so In~l cate how planned sodal Incerv ent i on\d8ht
, '

pr ov e effect ive '. l n r e'duc1ng the i ndedsiveI\eSB of ,-students with re gard ro .
,") ' , ,

the cho l.ce of a-ca r eer. I t w111. 1n othe r w?rds . make i t ~Bslble t o •

det~rmine wha t s~rts of c oun t e r b al anc i ng i nfl uen ce s may b~ brou ght to be~r

. 011 students who ar e likely t o 'exp e rien ce diffi cul ty in the vocational

deC:1si on-maki ng .pr o ces s.

Stat.ement 'of the 1>roblem
, ' ., '

A am?oth and efficient t rans'fe r ' o~ ,yoUns people betwee n school' and

\lork is of crucial i~port8llc.e to our ao ciety (Breton & McDonald, 196~"

"" 'p', 3 ) . Wi~ th e P9116i bl e ' except i on of 'org~i z1ng it'self fo r overall fun c-

tioning , nop.e,o f l!l ocie~y ' l!I ,f imct.,f clJl8 'i s t aken .lIlOr e ae~oUl!lly then ~ rep6r1~g

ita yotmg for econ omic r oles i n adulthood (Clark & Gis h 1938, p. 36) .

1, \.

- )



. . " '\Indeed, this is a nece s sary devel~pment In o r der t o ensure aoc l a1 s urvival .

This i nv estigaUon a t temp ts t? demons t rate t he effects on ca reer .

de cision- making of a numbeJ: of s oc i al and person a l f ac to rs . 'The model •

ae guea fo r causal relati onshi ps amon g' twelve V8rlable~ organized into four

seta ) (1 ) ' Backg ro und Fa~tora . (2 ) Present EXper iences , (3) Atti~des . and

( 4) ' Voc ational Ded8ibn/lndecision. Present Experiences ~d At·t.l.tud~li · ~r~
I ~ . • .

t r ea t ed Wi int ervening var1able8 -be~een Background Fact ors and: the ulti mate .

dep~dent var i abl e' , Vocational DeCls 1o"-n/IndeciBion. -

. JUSTIFICATION FOR THE STUDY

B~eto~ ':and McDonald (1967 . p , 3) r e p ?rt t ha t 33. 7 percen t o f' ~e '~', '

, boy s <md 19 . 7 percent of the gl~le .Ln Grade Ele ve n In NewfoUlldlend di d not

e xp re ss a preference f or any t ype of wor~ o r occupa t io n ; 34 .-7 pe rce?t of

t h e boys 'an d 27.0 pe~cent of the girls ' di d not, know what ' : 1Pe of ,wo rk they'

. exp ect t o have as ; career • ..:

. I t seems thst approxima tely on e-thi r d. of Newfoundland 's high ,Sch ool

students wi ll eLt her jaa ke no i tnmediat e at te'"tnp t ' t.£ enter :-he occupa tiona1

c.i~,orld , or t hey wiU m.ak~ an arbitra ry dec isi on. To ,vol unt ar H y.r nout

(r~t the 'l ab our marke t is t o fu rther compound our al-ready serioua aocial
,,)\1' _l : ' ,

pr obl em o f -unemploy ed you th. To choo s e an oc cepa t dcn or career without

any firm collllllitment -to i ha t occ upa t i o n or ca re er, l s t o make an arbitrary

decision on a mat t e r th at llIay,af fect t helll the r est of t heir. ~ives. Thi s

i s no t t o 'i t a t e that onc e a pe r s on en t era upon a career th at th e' de ciai on

t~ do ,s o i e·irrevocable. " ~n~eed , ~'ome occupations '~ SU~h 88 d e'rk e . ~eta1r
salesllleD.. plant worke ra ~ 8Ild lab~~r-e r8 , are known _.88: "en t ry oc cupations"

( Blau and Dupcan. 1967. p., 51) , becauae of th~ tt~fer la t er on of peopl e '

'f~O~ 'thea~ t~ o th~r occ upations. ' NeV~r~e1es~! ~th re gard t o theelgm..;"

.>

\, .



" fi <: ~n <:~' of. career~eg~in~S ' Blau and D~<::an (196 7,::\p , 49/!ep.?rt· r:
te n o f , t he seventeen occuputj.ona listed (r anging from 'top manag erial t o .

unsk i lled lab~~rl , re~~n a '~is'p roportionate aha te 'o f v~rkers and ,s u ppl y

co~arst1vely l i t t le manpower to othe r occ upa tions . once peo ple star t t o
- ~ .) ~ . ', - . , ' , t .

work ,i n t hese occu pations , they t end t o r emal:n i n th em. ,These occ up e tdona

incluo:l~ servi ce Labour era , cons t ruction wo~kera, sales1Del1 (ot~er' t h att.

i e tail) , f f a rm wor ker a,,',~d 'craft~1lleIi~ , . .

A ci~ar,ef unde~~tand.1n~, ~f th e prcice~B of vod tiona l ch,oi<:e h as

impiicstions , f ci~ t he individ~a1 ccnce rn ed , f dr ou r Bys~em ' o,! edu,: a t ion ;

"f or' t he p r~vin<:e as a whole , and f~,~ , ~,he r es t ~"f. Canada ••

Conse quenc.es for the Indi vidual

In ~y socie ty , the educational system plays an i mport ant tole 'in

.:u . the training , ' development.~ ~d sl1o;ca~i.on ~f i~8 'manp~er , re8~UrCea . As I

Shah e t. ei. , (1971.. p., l p ) point ou t ,:

I t ( the ..educational liIys te~) so r ts ' peopl e acco rd ing t~ th eir
interests .an d abi lities " channeLs them i n to. streams of tra1ning
whi ch develop th eir i nteres ts and po t en tials , encour age s t hem t o­
aspi r e t;,o adult r oles t hst are i n keeping with, the i ·r talenta. ' .

Co t 'grave & Fuller' (1972 ; p . 59) ; s ay i n t hi a re gard that . ' fI '"
, , ' :" " ". :~: : ' ~ , "

future <:ollllDi tment to ' 8D,',o,i{cupa ti,on ' f eed s ba ck.' an d' moulds and
.. sus tains th e deve'\'opment of -t he selfcon<:ep,t thr:ough th e: proc ess

.o f an ticipa tory so cialization . Ie is career commitmen t , nee the
co urse , whi ch is th e majo r determi~an~ o f i dentity. " ) "!

The expr~~don o f a vo'cat1o~ai · <:h~ice is imp~,rtant sa .~ell· in th'~t ~ is ,

likel y t o fuvo l ve a re alhti <: app raisal of possibilities conveye d to th e '·

i~divi~ual , by e;pose a round ~im and 'by hi s ?WD self ~valust~on (~alle~ ~ ,

. .
In t eI1llS of the i mplications of care er decision-mak i ng fo r t he

. '. ' . ' '

. ' i lldividua1 , it ~hou1d 'also be not~d th at in, 'ou r i n dus t rial soc1~ty, acceae
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", t'o ac erc e SOe1,e tal , resour~ell , a uch .as p'Ower arid ' prop~ rty , r e sCqu1 r~d

' th rough t::he att aitlllle.nt o f" ~ertain so cial ' pos i tiona , .~r s t at uaes , the tlGet

:': · i,~r,un.t of whi ch i.~ ~ bc eupa tlon .(~n>t9'70 , p, 13) . The e:fe~~ ~f

. 'vr~at1onal eae t.ee on .t he buU vtdual t h en lie s With t he var i ous vays i n

wbi~ ~ t af;ectll ,aod;"-~eonomie .ttai~nt and t he develop_nt of self .

Conllequen cea ' f or our Edu cat i ona l Sys tem. . .
The i mpl l ca tiooll of a c jearer under~tanding of · voeati on;81 de d sloo-

lIlaking fo r our ay s 1:elll of eduea tion 18 th at it would h elp sees-cee ' ~ f the

ailllB of . public ed ucl\.Uon i n ~~foundland all e ep reeee d by. th~.!'tin ill te r of

, : : E~uest1on'-in 195 8:

To gi ve pupils guidance i n th e: chc dce o f ,a ca ree r and to provide
the op por t unity t o, be gi n pre parat ion for oec upa tional life
( Rowe. 1968, p , 7) .

From the . f i ndings of Breto n and KcDoaa ld (196 7 , ,po ~). nam7ly , t ha t ' 33. 7

, p e rc ent o f t he J!oY' and 19.• 7. pe rc ent o~ the gi rls, io Grade El even i n
. .

Newfo Undl and di d Dot exp rell8 • pt"eference f o r an,. t yp e ?f wor k or oc cups t i on ,

' , lc liIeeas- tl\"at th e Idloob are f ailing in . p ~ r t t o fulfill ' this objec;tive .

)Thie f.al lur e may be 'due t o 'tbe '~oadequaci 'of ou~ unde u tan dJ.n g of t he

ao cial p roce~8_e8 i nvolved i n ~eeupati~nal chc f.ee , and hence . ~f wh~t

. v~'rtable8 are mani~~atabla an d Vi th what e ffe~t . This I t udy vill attelllpt

to pr ortde knowl e dge ~f , t he - p~ocesse~ "i nvol ve d and hen ce indica t e whei e

e~rt _ m.1ghi be a,PPlie d . 't o· help .cbe ' s c:hooIe ~tt~n , this goal.

c~~seJueaces for sode t ; -.

~.. ' Fo r, t'hc p~o~nec as ,a whole, and for t he :ra8 t of ~ada . , a cl~arer

un de rs t an di ng of .'the ~roeeu of o,ccupa t l onal ch01ee co~d lIlean a mor e

ef~ic1:nt 'use ,o f ou r h~an ~e8ources , ' a mas t ~ece.. . ry developlDeJlt . _gi ven ,

' t h e- e l abor a te diviaion of lab~ur and u.op~ecede'?-t.d r u ge of oc c.upau "!?'al ·

. ' ' I



spec:l.l1zatj.on du t'ing th~ past feW deced eej the Dictionary of Occupational

Ti t les presents detailed description of over 23 ,000 oecupatdcns , An under ­

: ~ tandlng ~'f t~~ f a c t or s underly~ng ,occupational choice coul d help elim.1n~te

....astsge of human resources, and as wel l" was t age of mat erial r esour ce s on

, peop le In inapproptiate edu~ational o~ voca tional prog ra1ll8 (Williams, 1969 ,

p , ' 2 ) .

THE PROCESS OF CAREER CHOI CE

~y students find it ~1ff1cult to traIi'alate -their a;-ademle

in tere sta .int o meaningful ca ree rs. This IDay be due to a varie ty of c aus es , ' .

as many e~Pi:dc,al s,tudies o,n the s Ubj.ect have shown. · This section w~ll

present a r evi e.... of th~ lit er atu r e 1n some- 'pm icu:Iar areas ' of caree r

in decision .

\Some studie~ of career p r-eferen cee have be en carried out in
~ " ' ,

-Newf oundl an d , fo r exaap Le t hose of Long (1970) and Vickers (1972) , Ho....eve r

these litudi e:e have concen t rated on t hos e s t uden t s ~ho already express an

occ upational choice, rather t han on the' procesa e e occupat io n al choice',

,Oc c upat i on al decision -making i s ' a process, tha t exten ds ove r many

yea rs (Bre to n , 1972 ; Ginzberg , 1962) . There i s no single time at ....hich

all young people .ldecide .upon .one out ,of "al l t he !l08ai b le careers open to

them , but t here are some crucial decisi on points a t which th~l! lives tak~

decisivc: t u rn s. A person 's occ upational 'choi ce is ,not" a ce e-ttae ue casrce ,

bu t ~he cumul;ative result of lDany dec is ions ever t i me, TheSl; decisions

rl!infor~~ each other unti. l t he' occ upational pa th open t o ,an i ndivi du-.I has

bee n narrowly ~u:ne.ated (Gint~erg , 1962 , p. 268). Koe~- people wi ll sg ree

that the. senior ,ye'a r of · high echccj, i s ,a , t ,i me ....hen it woul d be mos t

~esi rable: fo r students "r o cl early define t h'dt: Plins .J:egardi~g the ul tim a,t e

'"



~oice of an .occupat i on , or et- l e as t to na r r eN th e ~ange o f ' po~sible

occ~ati.?O'~.

EcpJorical at udi ea have shovn a varietY of antecede nts t o be .ao-

ciated ..,ith o ccu pa Uo n.a! choice .

. th ese . fac to rs .

- I

The foll owing, ae ctilllJa deal wi th aOIle of
/' -

Soc1~EcooOlll1c Stat ua

It i8 we ll known t hat pove r ty 01' low eoet e- eeee eeae . t.~tU8 has "

advers e effec t 's on oc cupat i onal chan ce s . Low socio-ec~nolll1C f8ad.liea: .

us~allY h~ve 'mor e child'reo 8IIIoog whom thei r 1111l1t ed re80~rces ..a..Wl·t be

divided , and live -r n area s where ' educational snd occupational oppor t tmi t l es

- .. '

childr en who grow up ' i n th e l over a r e s s ten d t o ha ve not 'onl y poo r er

pare nt a , . ~,u~ also 1esa educa~ed pa r ents , r e cerve less educati~n themsel ves ,

8D~ lIus t s't art work e ar l y In what Il1ght be ' des cribed 88 an undeairable job.

Empey (1956) cOlicl ud ed f rom his a tudy -th a t ~h1le th e laver clu.
- I

y~gster. Il8pired to , ge t ah e ad; th ey aspi red t o occupations at d1 ffere~t , .

a t Jtua levela f-rom th08€"- 'f~ higher ' strat a . '"The i r 88pirat10~ . we~e

pe rhaps the ' re s ult of Colldl tlo;'ing ~t partic:i"u .oc1~ee~a1c .-l evels"

(!ap e/. 1i;S6, p. 708). H~ reported a correlatt.o~ ,~~ . 60 betveen pre.en t

l evel and pr eferred l evel "of occu pa t ional - a ta tua , and a co rrelat i on of . 55. ".

beu,eeo. present . 1ev~1 and aD.ti~iPsted l eve l of oc cupa t i onal s ta t us (ElDpey . "

1956 , p: 707) . The i mpor t an ce a t t ribut ed t o so~1a1 class '~ a variable 1n

' socio10gi cal rese~rch is evidenced by 1t~ ' p~rvaalveneBs in -th e 'liteu't;Jre ;

In addi tion to those already c1t~d .- s ee 'for exampl e Sewe!' l ~t ,aI • .( 1957) ,

Sew~ll and S~ah (1 967) . (1968) . and 'Brel:on (1972) •

... . . -

-."," :
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Family Int~rrelationahipa .

The f BlUly i nto whic h a peraon is boom IllaY exert a pro foun d" inf~u­

ence on hia career choice. The influe nc e of pa r en ts , i s pe rhaps greates t

amongst children in t he dntermedfate ra nge o f abil~ty , among the so-~alled

"b_order-line" casea (Boococ k. 1972, p- 65) . , The ou ts tan di ng ly sble will

of ten make thei r csn way what e ver th e fainily cf rcves teoc ee ; and t he

outstandingly du il will have difficul ty whatever b ack i ng t hey r eceive . Bu t
-- -

th~ great majori ty are -ne kt h e r -outatanding~y able n~'t outs tanding ly . dur~;

for them, parent e ere often dl!ci8ive.

Simpson ( 1962) 'showed t hat a working .efeee " oy was 1ndst likel y t o

aspire to 8 high-ranking occ upation ,i f he h ad been influenced in that
'- ' .

direction by bo th pa re n te and peers, and leaat likely if he hsd be en. subject .

to neIther of che ae i n fluenc es . ~ng wor king clas·s ;br:Jys , 7'1.4 percent ~ f

those high in both par ental and pe~r i nfluences 88pt~ed t o high - ranklng. .
o~cupations , cO,mpsre d wi th 001y ·25 .6 pe rcen\ ,of th os e'low in bot.h t ypes .o f

i nfluen ces (Simpso n , 1962 , p , 527).

Dynes et a!.' ( 1956) ' r epor ted th at unsatisfactory inter-pe"r~ooal

relationshiplil i n a child 's fiuldly were signi ficant ly !eIated t o,.the l eve.l

o f occ upa tionll1 asp~rationa ,?f that child. " The deg ree of panotal ,attach - ~J.

ment and the l ev el of occupational aaP ira tlo; IIhowJ.~ ,II re l a t i onship tha t.

was significant at the . 01 ~evel (Dynee -et a!. , 1956. p, 214 ) • . The nature

of the family ey ar ee , th en, and t1Je con.cOlllDi tant so ci alization of th e

~ children, seems t o i ndicat e th a t exp erdencee within t he family , will have a

s~gnifieaDt ef fec t on' voca t i on al decis i on- makin,g.

Schoo l Fac tors

Schools j if f er frOlll each ot he r in ~y ways ,rangin8 from physic al

, .



·facilities t o th~ socia.~ ccnrex e famed by t he 'membe"rs of school sys tem,

'end schools di ffe r i n t he i mpact t hey hav e on differen t gro ups (Bid~le,

1970, .e- 179).

Size i s an obvious face t along which ecnocte may be differ entiated

"from one ano t her• . Schoo ls in Newfound land r a nge in s ize frolll the isolated .

s ingle- teacher school involving -a mere handful of s t udent s to urba n ' achool s

of more t han a thousand -eeuaec ee , School 81ze hu be en ex tens iv ely

I ' . '
s t udi ed ; but ....i th ra ther inconcl uaJ,ve results. Conan t ( 1 ~,?.~ made a s t ron g

case fo r " the la rge comp rehensive hi gh s~ool . By cc n t.raat , Ba.rker e t al ,

( 1962) favour the s.mll.1le ! schoob . Campbell (19 70) · ccacfudea tha_t since

large schools are he re ' t o stay, that meas ures be taken to offse t the

potentials for detdillental effec t thes e "schqola lllay h ave.

The 'Mol lenkopf and Melville ( 1956) study shoved t he r e l s'tionships

be tween school :s.veragj!s- on se ve ra l sets of ach ievem en t and spt1tud~ t es t s

w~th thf r ty-fou r- diffe.r en t s choo l characteris tic~. The f~ur cberecce r­

l stics sh~ing the s trongest relationshi ps w~re : geographical l ocatioD;

per p<up~l expe ndi ture ; whethe~ or not th e 's ch ool . ....as i n an urban , eubu rb an •

.or rural cOIDIIIU'ai ty;' an d th e nUlllbe r of guidance counsel lo rs and oth e r

s pecialists on t~ sc hool staff. ' The extent -ct home influ~nce i s emphs6h.:e d

by the American re port (Col eman et al., : 1966'-. p , 325) :

Taki ng all t he s e r es ulta t oge t he r , one illlplication stands out
above all : Th at 'sch ools bring li ttle i nfluence t o be ar on a
child's' achi ev ement t hat i s indepe nden t of hi~ backgroun d and
gene ral social context ; and t hat this ve ry l ack ' o f a1\ ,i n de penden t
effect means that inequaliti es·impo eed on ch i l d r en by th eir boee ,
neighbo urhood . and peer environment are c arried along to eeceee
t he inequalities with ....hich they c onfron t ad ul t li fe a t the en d
of IiIchool. . ' ,

~• . may be i nt eresting t o s tu dy the rela~ionship of ' ca reer indecision

with thes e .aad o theryar1able .s ~ ~ever, the identification' of individu~
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cor relatea .cannot. a dequately expl ain, the~as of vocational choic e-;

· i nde e.d·, it way. b~' h i gh.ly , Illisleading7' I~ ' in1ght b e argued tha t any r~la':'

tionship found WIL6 " spur i ouS ," that. 1s,~a t hird va riable was ca using both

v,riablea tovsry in- such ~ manner ' that. a cor re lation vas obt.amed,

THE NEWFOUNDLAND SITUATION •

In r ecent y.ears ,a , numb:r of .maj ~·r r esearch at~die8 .have been

ecnducced a t tempt ing t o link aome of these cor r e lation!! t oset.h e,r" t o explaiil

t he social p r oceee e a involved ;0 t he occ upational ,choi ces of yo uth . See,

fo~ example~ Bre ton ~972) who s tudied Ca~a~ian you t h , and Sewei l .ee al~

(196'9) Ifho s tudied Wbeonsi~ you th , Howeve r, ou r unde rstanding of t.he

vocational dec ision-making process, as it appl ies .to the yout h of th is

province;~scartt and incon:c~us1ve, Research s tudi~B sud. ee , th OS~ d t ed

above way. b e of l imited v alue to Newfoundland , giv~n ~e par t.icula r process

of social an d ecc ccetc developmen t t.hat h as taken plaee in Newfo undl an d.

The i nt ent. ,of thi s sec cdco , tbe u , i s to show how certa1~ facto rs of

Newfoundl~d 's bia tClry make- i t difficul t to ge;oera:ize t o t he Newfound land

si tuation f rolll ~ tudiee done eteevneee,

SOcidH:::~~dhnd. ~re ee t h eo ~; oti,~, part of ~eo'd" a.... ~b"
ho lding on t o the .more ccaeervaea ve values , ,and pre seriLng a culture

hls~o rioe.ll>: roo ted i n the pre- indus t r ial soc i e ties of I~~and. and the ''Wea ~

of Eng l and (Noet . 1971, p , 263)~ This '1s eaccu'reged by nat ur a; in s ulari ty • . .. .
the abaence of aubstan~al imm:1grati~n . and by · t.h~ cltsracte~st1C;8. o f ~e .

. - i s l and ' s e conomic ,~1f~ . Guahue ( 1973', -p , 2V oint a ou t thac :

It's a nat,i on . (Newfoundland) 1n the sense t.hat ,Quebec: 18 a
n4F1otl , not politically or ec:~oai.1cally, b ut ,cul~urally . 'We aee .



. a se par a te • . IiODlogeDeoua "" en t i ty, "•• , We don 't belong to the
, Third Wo rld Mode l ei th e r . • • • Nei ther Ire v e U k e ru ral New

Brl.mswic:k.. or Nor tbem Haine.

The s odal patterns and a t titudes of f1s h enen an d fa rme r. ar e
. - .

, ubs t a nt1 al l y 1nfl~~ced by. the Indetendnacy ~d i n.ecu rity of 'th es",

oecupa tl0D8 . of ten c luli f led .. "act . o f God." Hen of t en cope ~th th...

unknowns by be cocdns (atalI8 t.1c: " If we didn ' t do . 0 we l l this ~ear , veIl , '
- . - . . \ .

perhaps nex c. yea r vill be be tter . " Thes e i ndi vidual s ' do not e a rn a .f~d

, i ncome; their in~omes Ir e nO,t gua;~teed by s'dl le .. or educational back- \

gro lD1d (LUCWl, 1971. p. 397) . This not l ol] of the' fa t alism of Newfotmdland~tllI

has attracted th e nt t ent ioo of a .number of cont elllpor,' ry Newfoun dla od

wri t e r s ; eee , ~or e xampl e . Brown (19 72). Horwood (1966) , '.Hmfa t · ' ~d de . Vis er

P968 ). Kitchen (196 5) .

Whitaker (1 967, p. ,3? 4) as s ociat es certain pers onal ch a r ac te r is t ic.

of eadur eace and lrul1vi dualba wi.th ~e c ons t 8ltt co'otac t of man with t he

" . ea , perbaps th e l eaa t predictab l e of th e el e1llent s . · Be f urt he r states tha t• - _ . 4 _

~
, 8IOst N~found1ander. · h.ve baedi a te or re~ent connec t.ion s . with ~e"'fa~I~1

" occupa t ion s . t he d UlDce of 8udden death l a • fami liar c oncept . which i n
" " . " . "

, . t bln ao ul ds the l r a tti tud es t owards su ch f unohment al ques tions as the

_ ltn g of lif e, an d . an' a re la t lollBhlp with th e supe rtl a t .,al.

, 'lbe SI .;vl Val. ~f e c:.clell~,tiCal . d~nll!lCe 10 the adaJ n1a tl'l t; on of

dUC8~lon ~n NevfO~dlarid l~ ~vidence o f th e c~Dtln~ng in~ere9t of , ,

Newfouodlaode1'lll 10 qU8.t10~ a religious or sectarian natur e • . As a

eeeu re ~f our s~ool er e ee e , studente a re s t i ll ke pt aware of t.he nat.un

~f denominational difference• •
" . " .

Eve n thou gh tha proportion of urbaD cb.rellert In N~foundland b '

con~ t~tly i n cre aaing, th~re h / at. l 11 a ~iKe nuilh er of -th ol e ·peopl e who

thelll8e~Ve8 Origina ted 'in the, rurB:l areas . ~d -who .ay " ';~ll be pre.ume.d t o



11, . .' " , .
have brought with them some eapec ee of the 't"ural'ethic: (Whitaker . : 1967,

p • ._3n~ .

Anothe.r factoJ: which might seee t o IIdtigate agains t social' change '

in, Newfoundland is the proport!"on o f the ~~pulation that.. la na,tive to the

province . Ninty-eight pe'rc ent. of Newfoundland ' 8 inhabitants were born In

the province--by far the. highest rat.io of native to immigrant. of any

. 'Canadi an prO~lnce. The two p'!!rcent e rrengera , whIch are likely clustered

in the la:t.~ centres, ,ar e not su ffident to have a majo r Influ~nce .

E CODOm! c HiatOry

In recent yeare this 'provi nce baa, b;en aubj"ect to 8 ~demlzatlon
. process ~mphaslzing In,dustrlal1zation , urbanization, and a re8e.~tl~ment of ·

~ral . communities. While chill modernizat.ion process has brought :Lncr~88ed'
I . . .

mate.rlal prosperity to . t he maj~rity of .the population, it has at the same .

ti,me led to increased unemployment and left a large minority on public

welf~re'(Wadel~ ' 1969 , p -. 23) . This inabili.ty. t o secure employlllell"t , to eere .
. I . . , _

one's:l1ving. .a ppear a to dead to o the,r ,pr obl ems 'I n ro lefulflllment and i n

niationll with one'll famiiy and community (Wadel, 1973 . p , til) . .;

)'here I,tu b;~en traditionally II. C(m,centration of the Newfoundland

work fo r ce in l'OW s tatus ' cccupatfone , and this pattern has not changed much

I . • in 're c~~t~,yearB . I~ 19, 11 ; IS :l;! ~,erc~ ~' of the male, l ,ab.our ..f~rce in

Newfoundland w~~e .f1sherm~ . l ogge r s . or m1.~ia comps rell With ~he

Canadian average of 3 .8' percept , (aeeece & McDonald ~' 1967 . P,' 124) . ~

So.~ of the majo~ industries in Newfoundland. such as ,fishing.

fo restry, and c:ons~r:uCtion. ' ~re' IIt rpngly i nfluence d by the c~imati~ condi.- '

tion~ . Season&:! fluc tuations, in emp.loymen t ,a re substllh~ial; In - 1966

UDem~loyment rolle.t~ a high ~f 17 . 1 perc ent of the labour 'force from a laW
. ,
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.ot 6.5 percent 1n 1965, (PushleRepor t, 19,67) .

. . This p r oblem of ~n:DlPI0Y1llE!n't ~d un4e~~~Pl.0~~t in Newfound~an~'
I s compounded by the fact that in many' ruraj . and mar ginally. ruralcommu­

nitics 1~ Newfoundland, tnco'me from various welfa r e ' s our ce s , cotllblnep wi th
. . ' .

Bubsistence level · f18h~ng-hunt.ing:..farming. 'may equal, ' or ev e'." 8urp ,aas',

income f rOll!uns killed work . The incentive to . work is therefore quite low ,

result1n81n~the chroiitca l~Y . unemployed ' (Wf~el " ' 1973 . :~ . 4) . "

These aapec ta of N~fou~dland'lI econo~c hl etort • . par,ticulad y ~

they re late to the l~bour force , eeee t o have one ' o.bvt ous conco'mmitant es '

fa r as . ca ree r choi'Ce" i s concerned; t ha t te , Newfoundland' s tudents are

r~ther res'tricted i n t he availabili ty of rol~ mode~8 . All th~'s seems t o

indic";.t e th en th e dang e r 'of f OIlllulat1ng ·policy ' fo t; Newfoundl~d b as ed on

r~8earch "findi ngS CIming f rol!! ' oth e r ereaa , and to i n di cate a need, ~ormore

. research in ,to the. N foundkan d situa tion. .
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' CRAPTER II

THE RATIONALE

. .
THE THEORETICAL KlDEL

, Before .~\~Dt'ing a~gumeDt8 fo r each , of the ~UBe-~if~ct ~e~~'tion- '

ships i,n the IIIOde l , an a ttemp t will be made t o 11nk the va r iables'of the
. .

lIIOdel i nto the t heory a t a more ge.ne ral l evel . The mod: l ad opt . t he process -

- o f "eoci alization as one of its basic f rames of ' r~fer!i!'nce. SOCi.Hz.ti~n

may be defined as th e process by whi ch an i ndi vi dual l earns t o f unc t ioll .--

Wit hi n his pa r t icular environment (Elkin & Handel, 1 9 7~ , p . 19). It n~.ed

n~t be stressed that the i ndividual is sodalbed in all t h e Badal .t~c-
. ~ i - -. •

, , t u'rea 'i n' which he 'p articipates ; b! bis s~l, Ma .pe~r\io\IP' b~ hie .

famil,. and the sodal position th ey "Oc.c uPf , ' b,- th e s ize of 't he co_ity

in 1oI!U,~ he 11vea , by the rad a! ~d rei~giOU8 '~a1tio~ o~ th e' Caa:~ity .
, ~~ an al~t endle.. U st of f aet ors (Dan~iger. 1970tP; '18) . How~ver,

" f o r the putpolle o f t his ,p aper , cert ai n 11aiu IIWlt be place d on the' n~e~.

of influences to be cona i dere d.

~. indiv1d~al t s ' membe rship i .n a pa~icuf• .r ' II nd a! cla8~ b~ impl1­

' c a t i ons f or his soc1aliz.doD th at are deep reaching and all petvutw,

Kohn (1963, p . 471) fays: . ....--.0....:..

Hembelllof di f fs.ren t lIoc.i al cluses I by vi r tue of enjoy i ng (or
' suffe ring) differe n t condi tions, of 11fe , coms ' to see the world
diff e ren t ly. t o davd op different conc.ept ions of so d al r eali ty .

, diff e r ent as pirations .end hopeI and f ea n, diffe rent .eo ncepti oDS
of the -des i r able . . . . .

. 1 ) ' .' .
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Social cls~s de.termines , t hen , the differential access to : the goods an~

14

i
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. . . .
• services of rhe world, or the .di f f e r en t " life chances" ,and li f~ styles - .•

afforded groups with unequal amounts of weal t h, i nfluence , p res t i ge ; etc .

(Elkin &- Handel, 1972, p, 70) .

~erhaps the readdea t; means of identifying a pe rson 's sodal class

i s by hi s occupation, or, fo r a youn g person, by the occupation of his. .

. fathe.r. Tha t Vh.ich is genera~ly r e ferr ed to as the "uppe r middle" ~or

"lIl1ddle '" class c(;nsiSts prilllB.rHy of falll1lies wher e t he fa ther i s relatively

affluent • .a professional , or bus 'in'esllman. The "lowe r" class ccmsist~

gene!ally of s emi-Sk111.ed and unskilled labourers , who work · irregula~l~.

and the chronically unemployed . While this di vi s i on into two or three

cl.eaeea is an ove rsilllplificatioD of resli ty - -looking" only a t t he extre~s-­

it ,points t o a"n obv 'ious fact ab0';lt a .ce r t ai n, s e gment of . soc iety , t hat i~ ',

i t is poor ; but th e di ffe.rence ·be tween it and o ther ' aegm.ents of so'dety. Is

.Dot , simp ly income and ' what i t can buy• . Sodal ' cte eeee are ways of life,

and th er e f or e " socializ at i on enviroMlen ts fo r th e children born i n t o th elll"
I

(Elkin &- Handel, 1972, p. 72) .

The P~owden Repor t , ~.Englbh ' s tudy pub lished:in the. r e.port .

entitle~ Children kd t heir primary Schoo l s (1967) .showed that, ~ven by age
. .

fourteen. IllOr.e of t he v~risnce i n school progr ess betw een and, wi t hin Brooo i s'

wu exp lained by th e s od al a~d econOmic'poBi~ion of th e s t uden ts '. p8;rent~...

t har:" by .~ t he school factors in~luded in t he analys is• .

In ,the process of socialization , ~d as a re su l t of exp eriences

acquired a t, h~me and i~ sc hoo l, .tha i~dividu.i.l, acq~ir~tandar~ of

/ behavi our th a t ~11 dee e redne -hcv h~ viii ac t , in aubsequent sit ua tions . If

a s t ude nt i s givel1 IIlIlple oppOrtunity to inv~lve hi mself 'i n activities of 'a "
. ' ' . . ' , ~

prog ress ively r esponsible na tu re. the~ .he is lIlOre likely t o cope sueeaa~.ully .

".(
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with such ~tters as .vocs t i onal deci81o~-mak~ng . A rather i mportant

contrib'ution t o the dhlld1s development. in th is regsrd , i s a hi gh leve l

of par en t ':t.h lld i nt eraction, espedally i n t he form of parental aupp o'rt;
-:-'r '" , .

, an d pralse"1ar t he achievement of app roved t ask s . (Boocock . 19 72 ~ p , 62) :

THE GENERAL MODEL

I n th e "i nt ere s t s of clar ity. a Condensed version o f t he bas ic mode l

is pr eaeneed at t his . tiDle ec t h at "th e fo llowing. dis c~Sion Dlay r ef e r t o

it (see p , 16). Si ngl e headed arrows r epr es en t the hypothesized CaU8e~ ,

effect relat io nships. the effects l Yin g at t he heads of the arrOws. , The. .
doubl e ,head~9- arrOlofs rep resen t. a cor re lation 8IIlOng pre-det e rmine d variab les,
. "

, and~an explana t ion of this ~elati?n8hiP is t aken to be out~ide the.scope

of this model.

Background .Factor s "

The variables :Lnclude d i nlthe model as b ackgr oUnd' factors" a r e. . ., ' "

ce'n ,a1n ly no t exhaus tive. of a ll suc h ~mportant i n fluen ce.s . Blhl.ock (1968 .

p, 159) ,i n t his reg~rd po in ts out t hat "the pr oces s of relating theory and

r e sear ch involve,S postulating theore:Ucal ecdeke represent ing 'over8i~pl1- "

fle d ve r sions of re~lity .;' The pos sible Incl~sion of other ,varisbles such
. . . .

as per s onality factors, among a variety of oth ers , has been t aken t o be

cucaf de the scope of th18~ !Dode!.
. <>

. " Var iables ,th a t hav e been' "la~81Ied Soc la l -S t r uctur al In fluence8 •

n amely. th e soclo-eco~mi:c "s tatU8 of , t he f am.ily as deterudned by th e

father ~' s occ upa tion . ' th e , educa tion level ~f both pa re nt s, the fa t he rf s

emplo~o.t s t.abili ty , lI1el ~mmun1~y s ize , as well ss "Ment ;U, Ablli t.y , e r e

con. ide"d ~ gi ven ' ''tn: : _: :il}be ."eted ~ e."g;MU. "predeter- \.
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mined variablea.

Soci~'_Sttuct.aral 'I nf l uence s '

17
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The s tatus a child enjox~ due to hi s neeibera hf.p i n a certain f~ly to,
. , ' ? ' , , '

of . a certain: social class .affects not on ly his expectencee i n ~hat pa r t ie-

"-'or '_'y, bot 1n ' the ;a<'" ,n~=1ty :.. wo11. Th,i. a t.udy ~nOk' :t .nm~.,.
of theae effec.ts , especially those cons~deted parttculatly t el e vant to th_e

voca t.ional. dec~alon-m~k1ng pro~eBs .: . I t -' l ~ Q ~fJ-ie 's t udent ind:ed ,w.hOe,e~

r eece e li ttle or no df'fficulty in ' resolving ' the prob lem of occupat ionsl

· .choi c e «a~l1.berg . 1,'962, p : . 26~) . ~~ key s tages in the ir- l1fe, .when

at uden t s ahou ld make import.ant care~r . decisio~ , some lIIay s imply iSfore

the ' pr~blem ao th~ t: ~ when t hey fin.al l Y are .r eady t o l eave ,a,chool , the~ : ar e

without def~nite career plans (Ginl1.berg . 1962, __ p , ' 269)' •• Th~ir f:nl ure t o .. ,

~h!nk se l"iously abou t ~he ,f ut ul"e m.ay res~t f rom t~e ' ,f nilul"e ,of "Paren ts .,to

uude r ac and the proceaa of occupational chof ce ; This l a ck' of und e ra t and i ng

tt h e Pal"~ :O f ,parenta ' ll1, mo", 11ko1', t~ 'OCC,Ul" I n fam1J:~; ~~ I OW,, '.er ~ac1.,O­
e omic s tatus '.and l owe r level o f education (Breton , 1972,, _p. ,123)'•., '

The kinda of va l ues and atti tudes that ch ildren of dit'fe ren t ao cial. , , . ", ' " , . ,
· class,es haV~" .play a~ Large. r c r e I n det er.mtntng t he dif~erences 1~ perfar-.

eanc e obee rved beeeeec rich' and poo r children ', (Jensen'. 1971, p , 141) .

W1t hln 'e;ach .soctal ot1gi~ ~evel, as well. the stimulation lind encourageme nt

-child r en recei1v~ f rom their par ents 1a not the same (Blau and Duncan . 1967.

· s- 403 ,)' ~lau ~d ~ncan ' (1967, P .-,,~O?) s tate t h at ;' it:La we"lJ:'lm~ ,th a t

. ' . ',

of chiiotfen at low social origi ns 111hampere d as well.' by th e l.1JDited 'accees .

to inf~:.:J.t.ton regard1~lpOS8ible ca ree r s ' an~ b~' ~he1r la; Ofa~eqUa.~e · -'

}



, .1

.. '

"roke models .

The site qf the community in which th~ studeqt lives 1.8 also

expected to be a f8~~~r contrlbut~.rg to his , ab:Ll1ty to make an occupational

Ch~ice': Th~ fundamental argument Is th~t students fr?m i~ltger co~unlt'le8

and,' ,towns wIll have greater a cquaint an ce with , and more knowledge of , 'the .

', b r oa'd s pec t ru m of Occup8tlon'a~ pos81b'lliUes that ~xist than wHl s t udent s

f rom 8m~ller COllllllUni ~le~ (Sewell '& o~ensteln! ,1965) . and"will thus be in a .

bet;er posi tion ,"0 make oc cup sti,onal dec181o~ • .This notion I s a1ao

eupported b~ L~~ar8feld ( 1 ~6~) and LlP8~ ~ (1955) .

Mental Ability

Childre n who differ in intelligence also differ in t he .way in which '

. \ the~ .8{)~r~aCh and handle ta~s . In p~rtlcLi18r . th ey d~f~e r l it their m?~~;8 .
of

l
8ei:~ctlng . cl assifying, .and gene r a liz:ng fr~m : he information i~ a tiv~D

s i.t ua tion (Boocock. 1972, p. 108) . I t s ee ms r eee onabj.e • • therefore . to
! , " •

be l1eve th s.t children who differ in IQ will alao approach and ' fespon~ to

the problem of caree r selection in rathe~ different waya •

. The '1:'e lat i on shi p be tweeIi s oc i al \a:kground and mea8ured. mental

ability is 8 Wid:"8p~e!"d phe nomena . doc\Dllen'ted ~y -en ext.enad ve literatur e ; . J

s ee , f~r.' example • .Eckland ( 1967). Jensen ( 1969),. Sewell and 'Shah ( 1967) , t
i . . . '

Sewell ee 81. (1969) . Blauand Duncan (1967 . , p , 326) r eport t h at t he

r ela tions hi p between measured IQ and socio-ecoMmic status is in the
. . _' t?

neighbourhood of . 5,. - l:Iowll:ver. the -caU8~ " relations between them 18 not , of '

concern he;~ 88 bot~ Varlable~ ue ' consid~red , exogeno~ .

EXPERIENTIAL FACTORS

i.
School Experiences

There i s evidence , notably :,i n CO!~lIIan etal. ( 1966) . th at ce r tain



" .
cha racterist ic. of ~ IIchool . ce r tain sch oo l u:pe~ence8 . do _ t t e r , ~d .

lW-tter ;..n-e . for eome ~. tuden~ thllI1 othen. The, 1l1lp~ct o~ ce r tain IIchool

. expe riences considered .allent i n th e ca r ee r decision-making proce•• are

,being e:ulIlined in th i . lCudy .

"In gumy way. the school. as " an "cad~C and aa ual. .ys tem , 1. '

'pa r t l y naponsible for the VocaUonal pro blema of an adoles cen t."(BretoD,

1972. p , 89). ~at happens to bJ:~ in 8cl:oO~. in other' "ord~ . c~ 'be. . .
expe ct e d to a ffect t he process of form ul ating a c!' reer goal . The expe r ':'

Ien ce , or l a ck of it. of clioosing beweee pr ogt 8lll.8 ; the di f fe rences bewee e

th os e' who suc'ce~ded o r fa U ,ed; t hes e f act o rs play' an I mpor tant'-p a r t .l0 ,.t he

ca r ee r deve loplllen t. of an ado l escen t be cau s e th ey cons t itute an i mpor t an t

sour ce of clues t o the k'l nd of rol e and s t atui ,he 11 ~lkely t o occ upy in

t he so cial s truct ure (Bre t on ' . 1972 . p , 390 ) • .

Family t *Pe'r1 en ces

: The exten t of home end family i nfluen ce i 8 elllphasi zed in' such vell ·

known r eports as Colelll&D e t al : (1 966) ;. C8Il:pbell (1970) , th e Pl owden Report

(1967) . BeruJl tdll. ( 1961) eeee the "restric te d la.ng~lge cod e" ' u a _aJ o r
{ . "

cause of difficulty for lowe r clus children.

If a studen t ha. had t he oppo r tuni t y ~o l.~am , i n hi. family
. . .

. liI itua t1on, ways of d~.l1Dg with oth~ r peop le end ~th his e~viroDllllint . he

will t he n devel op " h abitual " methods of dealing with such probl elll8 u t he. .
choice of a c aree r '(HoU and , 1966) . Bre t on '1972. pp• .80-8 1), i n t hi s

regar~l ' seya r "

Parental cotIt r~l, in th e family I s ' i mpor t ant fo r vocati onal : ,
de velopment bec aus e no t only 115 it r elated t o t he acquia1tion ot .­
decia1OQ-maki llg ,experience , but also h aa s bead.ng on an i ndivi -
dual's attitudes t owar ds hiD.8elf an d t he ' ext en t to whi ch he I s
aut oDOl;lOus . i n de cil1on-m.aldng • • • there i 8 also a great er ch anc e
t het th ey .will feel th e t th ey. ha ve -'Hid. c~trol 'over the cour~e

.-. .. .



Families ".t .hat. e~joy economic and s ocial advan t age , th~ t. i s , uppe;r
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of events, have wor ries .sbout f~ndin~ II j ob af ter their' edUcation
Is compl ete , and be dependent I n decision-making.

Experient ial Factors as Intervening Varl abl~s

A large part o f th e eff e c t of the Soclal-Struc~ural l n flw:n c:es and

Mental Ability is expected to be mediated through the Interveninll vat'1ables :

F~lY. Expe d e nce a and School Experiences . The di re ct effec t , th at is ,

the e ffect of t he back8ro~d facto'rs -q,dt mediated by t he c ehe r variables

' I n the mo4el. Is .likel y to be small coneidering al l t he intervening

variables . The effec t ,of these background fact,ors on th e home and a chqol ,

facto ra vIII now be considered . "'

Sod~ St ru c t ur a l Influenc es UpDD Family Expe r i ences. ' H)'IlUU! ' ~ 1 953 .

p. ·438) found that higher-statull ~arent8 were IlIOre likely to perceive

college educat.ion as essent.ial t o edvanceeerit , and t.o plan it. fo r t.he i r

'own childr en, While, among i~er s oc1o-econotll1c st.at.us .par en t a there w,as

" •• • r educed st.rinng fo r success • • , an awar eness of ,Ule l ack of

oppo:t.un1t.y, and a lack,of ~aluadon of ed~~at.!on-." ThiD difference" i n
.I . . . .

class value wi l l be cOlDmuui ca t.ed t.o t.he ch i ld t hr ough the degree of liIupport
• \Y

given by his parent.s fo r educat.ional end occupat.ional ee ccess,

l

or mlddle class families, value obedience and self direction in th e ir
" - , , " '. I

children , but. place great.er emph as i s on ebe la~ier, Lcwercl ass , o r work ing

class people, i n co~t.raa t., .pl ace 'much 8 r~ater · emphasb on obedience and

.' are l ess concerned w:1th ~elf .di re ction (Elkin & Handel , 1972, p, 75 ) . Thus ,

a pa~h is i ndica t.ed from SO~ial St ruc tural In fluences t o Family. Expe rien ces :
.. ' : . .

soc:i~l Struct.ura1 · I~f·luence8 · Upon· ~c1tool EXP~riences . The ~la- , ~'jf

t l onabl p betw~~n sta~....and a numlle r of ~ch~Ol reiate~ . v~r1able8 .is well



,"
documented ; eee , foreJl:ample. Clark 0962.) and ,SeWell et &1. (1957) . This

rela t ionship s~elll8 t~ ho l d no lIlstter what measu re. of status is ueed-e-cecu­

patlc;m of father , ~am.11y income . parents 'education, or some 'composite

, ee ee u r e of these . Th~se s oci al '~ tructu r'al fa'~tor~ errec e such' things as "­

ccure e failure, ' t ru an cy,. dropo ut rates . college plans , elective 8Cho~1

offices, and extent of participation in ext~'a-curricular se tivities

(Boocock, 1~72 . p , 36) . : Col em.an ~~ &1: (1966, P: 18&) liBya hSchoo~a bring

l~ttle influence to -be ,at on a child's development th"at I s in"dependent 0"£

his background and Bocial ' context ."

, ,

Kentd Ability Upon Family Expe riences • . It has -alr ea dy been argued

that vocational dec~aion-m~ng is a Complex prOcess, ~ one'll ab ility to ..

hand le a1~ the pertinent fa'etorll ~ll pOllll1bly r e lat e d to .the l~vel ' of

intelligence • .Sewell and Shah {1968) :demoos t rate the effect of tne~tal

abilit.y 00 parental 'en(:Ouragement~ and show parental encouragemen't 88 an
) ,

intervening varieh le be t ween mental ability and educ ational B.Bpirat ionli .

Th~ substantive lII~aning of this relationship seems to be'thst parenta
, , '

enccnr ege bright children. Wh~~~ t he le~s capable ~~ild. who i~ pe.rhap s j
sere i n need of encouragement and ~uppo rt . d~ell not r eceive t.he S8IJle degree .

of ,s 'uppo rto

Mental Abili t y Upon Schoo l Experiences. A r eview of evidence on

):he, re lat io08hip betwee~ I~- IItLd ichie~me.nt by Rossi (l96l) , concludes that

the ,f onle r ~ccount;; fo r between fo rty and sixty j e r cen t; o f the va r iance in

/ . stud'ent , perfo~ce; ' I n the Conv~'tion.&:l claa~room. where the major '

emphasis r scn per fo rmance, ,or the bullding up of ,r e pe r tories of f ac tual

i n formation 'an d' analytic' skills (B?ocoCk, 1972. p. 118). diffe re nces ill I Q

'p r e bOUJld to b~ Msodated with diff erences , in school experiences.

, '-I,
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Attitudinal Factors

Korman (196 6) :showed that people ,with 10,,",: sel f esteem f~t'IIlul al;e

fba re er ' plane less in line with their obj ec t ively measur e d abilities than

do tho s e 'with .a pOSlti '1": illlage of themselve s . Breton ' ( I97 2)' fo und an

1lB90c1atio~ between the expe rience of di f ficul t y i n the f om.ulation of a

'<:ar ee r goal and s ome degree of 're j ec t i on o f th e individual o.f hima~1f .

Rcaenbe rg (196 5) s howed that adoles<: ent.s with low self e s t eem are l es s

iikely ' t~ expe ct success ' ip th,eir futu re ca r eee a , Var1~ce' in atti tu~e,

t ,hen , seems to , be associsted with vocational dec~sion':'making ; a -pa th is

. thua indicated f r om Attitudes t o Career Choice .

Att itudi nal, Factors as Int;rvening V'adables

Family Exper i ence Upon Attitudes . boug laa (1964; p ; ' 89) co~cludea ]<'
th at· " t he at~ltude of children •• • is' deeply 'aff ect ed by the degree of

. encou r agement th eir parenta give them. '~ • '," In th~s regard , 8S wel l,

, the Plowden Repor t (1967,p. 89) s ays :

Befo re the i nqui ry " i t was ~iain, '88 a matter of commonobs e rv a­
tion , that parental encouragement and aupport could take .th e
child some way. What the inquiry ha s.'shown is that "ecee way~

<:80 reasonabl y be interpreted aa ' a l ong way' and that . the va ria-

~~: ;~t::~~::rv:~:~~:~e:n~o:d~~:,~:~a::sm~iht::e~:~~~~~~:ct
in ach ooLa• • • • . If . the Ieeat, .co-o pe rat i ve parents rose to the.
leve l of; t he ,DIOs t co-operstive the effect would be much greater '
than if the wo:t:s t 's chool s ' rose t o t he , l evel of the beat or the
l eas t prosperoue perent.a . to th e level of the most p roepercus ,
be cause-the . effect of the range i n co- opera t i on is much greater
than the effe ct of the r ange i n paren tal proaperity of that of '
the range .i n schooling ;' ~

This survey also ahow~d t hat the ~elative itllpor t:mce of pareatal encolJrage-:­

1lISDt' and suppor t ' reereeeee as the child grt;JWa nlder•

. Schoo l Expe rtence, Upon Attitudes . .School s of ten contdb~t!" 'to ' poo r .

" .,
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se lf "a t t i t udes by ~abe111ng c"h.lldren 4a "slow'~ ' or designiUng them 8S

"failures ." By contlnUa1{~ 8ubje ~tlng t he IIt uden t. to a IHid ea 'o f eve n ts .

that are tota11y,~eyoi:nl. his con t rol, t;hat ii , by making 'no allowan~e fo"r

per8on~ choice, th e .s choo l may b e fos te ring - fe~l1ng8 of pe raonal inefficacy .

Schools may aS, well be the sou rc e of ~ pa rent's at t:f:5ude tova:rd o .

his -chi l dr en ' s academic ability; rescneee.• by t hei r ~olllmulications t o

. paren ts, prob~bly h ave a gr ea t llllpsct on 's t uden t ; s self conce p ts . . 'l
Mental Abilit y Upon At t i tud es. Hi ghe r l evels of _ l n tellige~ce ' are

associated wi t h mar e . f r equ ent SUCCfi?SeS i n a,choOI ; th eae i n t 'ut't\ are esse­

cl ate~ with better self a tti;udea (Coppe rsmith, 1967• . p , ' 128) . I f t his
. .

l1nkage 18 correct , th en in tel~lgenc_e i s not like l y t o have s t r ik i ng

consequences unless .i t ev entuates in perfotlD.auce, which it us ua lly daBs :..... ,

. . .
I ac ad emic average was no t aV.a1lable, measur~d ~Q will belilled , bearing in

mind t hi s limit ation :

Sex sa a Variable

The 1lI08,~ impq.t't~t pa·!=~ · of cbe futu1e 8B f ar 8B ' lIllI.Ily p'eople are

concemed i s th e aocial level t h,e i ndividual wi l l,. oc cupy as an adult . For

men thb ia de t ermine d' to 'a great extent by th e .cccupe t t cc they fo l l ow~

tor WOIlleU it b uau al.ly defined by the occupa tion of t~e1t bue banda

'(Kerckhoff, 1972. p , 103) .

The ~Bt Balient value pe r taln:1ng to WOIl1;n'S cul tu r al. he ri t age;

according t o· cce e c an d Rokoff ' ( l 971.p. 542). is th a t they ,~xpect men to

be' the caretake r o f t he f amily, who~e 'l\re8tig~ is deterintned ,by a man.

Career sn:d f~iy life ' a re 'p r es en t ed as ' ~tuall}" ex c1 usbe altem:atlves
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fo r women . A~ a consequence , women ar e hard put t o aV~il thems~lves . , as .

lIIe~ ?o . - of t he oppo r t uni ties tha t an occupa t ion can offe r .

Emplo)'lllcn t discdmi~'ati?n on th e bade' of ae x is.wi despread ', an~

may be < expl~ned as e . result of a dis tinctive system of s t ratification by

s e x (Collins , 1971 . p , 3) . The lina ge ot' the supportive role 'of wofllen ' i s

ca rried ove r In to the school, and I s particul arly no t iceable in phyal cal

activities, when boys b ring pres tIge t o ' t he scbcct by their perfcreence in
: . ' .

sp o r t s 'an d athletics, and the girls a~tas ch eerleaders.

Sewell and Shah (l96 7 ; ~.196 8r present evidence . ~ f sex differences '

in the effects of 8oclo-econo~c s tatus, i n telli gence , . and pa~e.n~~•. '.~

encoun8eme~t on asplra~lon9 ' . 'ru rn e.r ( 1964 , p , 284) says '''never .'t"g :~ttemp t

t o colllpare the l evel of man's wi th wcran'o 8ocio-ccl:ln~m1t goals ort~i-

. ~ions by comparing l evels of educatibnal and ca ree r aspi ra t i ons; " t hey 1IlCan

di ff erent · t hings) t o a man and t o a woman;

Si~f1can t ebmges ~ave taken: ll la~ in r ec.en t ye-ors as to wha t i s

mascu line and what. is f em1ni ne . Hale an d female ro l es a re becoming l cs s

. ri gi dl y 'diff er en t iat ed , t he bou nda r ies 'be tween them more permeable (~cNeil .

1969 , 'p. 68) . Wi th t he incr eas ed participat ion o~ women .i n the wor k fo rce

th is variable , ~s perhaps of les s i~anc! t od a; than'" it has been:

However . sufficient dl f :fe 'r ence s , ln eex -rc tee are ex:p~cted ec -eern maintain. . \.
in th ie province .t o warrant cons idera tion Qf the causal rela tiQns: I n. t he .

~del ,s epa r a t e l y by . sex .

THE ~PE.CIFIC PATH HODEL

The pa r t icular model pxopoae d by this paper i s pr es ented on p age

25. Si ngle headed a r r ows rep~"esent th e hypoti. esized caU8~-e~ fect relatlon~

sh ips, th e e ffe~ta - ~Ylng at th e head s, .o f th e ar~ow~. The doubls ,headed,

; .

-:
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curved .srr a:;s rep resent a correlation amoug"p J:ede t ennined ,va r i ab l es . and
. . I . . ..

an exp~anat1on of th ese correla tions , is t ake n to be outside th e. sc ope of

.t h i s pape r .

The twel ve va T.tab les of the lllOdel are:

'Xl ' t he deg r ee to which m e ' ~esponden'f h as been i n de cisive abou t the

"chof ce of a ca reer ;

X
2

' the resp~ndent ·.8 . self at m.r ude ,' ?r ideas about his life cl)an ces as

an "i ndi vidual ;

X
3

' the . res pond ent' B sens e o f perso nal 'co,n trol ove r events . or . his

s ense of personal efficacy ;. .
X

4,
th e degree: t o whi,ch . 't he re spondent p.articipates ,i n t he decls1on-

llIakl ng pr c ceas of hill f amily;

X
S

" rhe de~ree t o whi ch the ' r espondent ' 8 pa re nt s show con cern f or and '

i n t e rest i n his a'choo l wor k ;

x
6

• a dl c.hoto llloua variab l e wblch: indi cat:e a w ether o r '~o t t he re epondeut;
. . .
h as expe rienced sc adeuiic f ai l u re ~uring' his high s chool ye ars; that

. 11;1, i f he has f ailed a year';

Xl' also a dichotomouS ' V.llriab'l : , Whi.ch indicates ~he ther the re8~ondent

h as ~osen his csn hi gh achooL progr am, or was placed into it by .

the sch oo l .

X
S

' a background vaJ:'i able which is a rating of ~e f ather ' s occ upa t i on

accordi~g ' to the BU shel:'- s cale ; f
. '.Xg, a compos ,i te ~f the hi ghe st gi a de Of , a choo~or co l lege ' cctap'Le ted by

both parents ;

X10 ' ,th e size 'o f t he C01llllunit y i n ,:"hicb tJ.1~ l:esponde~t n8ide~';

XII' the degre~ of occupational s t ab i1 i t y e llpe rienced, by , t~e respon"; ,

dent 's fathel:;
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