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ABSTRACT

) '. .

. mh~"gh ~he~e liaa'o.an adj":hcupau'rg~ i~,the
', :::~?:~;L::~e~::: i~,~::: i:~~:~:::: i :::~~a::~::P:::~:~1on.
o~ f1~t.~J.onal. a~d non-f1ct1.0na..l por~raye.18: , t11!1 th~811!1 . " ..

pro~aejs . t~,e~am1ne . t;~e . pre8ent.at1o~~ outPo~t women an a

select~ group of~ f.tct1onal worKs, and to &SSeS8 the ext.ene

..t';)·,~.hi:·C_~ .t.~e s.~"_ , por,ttayals , aecu~ate lY rE=fl.~ct ",t.h e aC~~l.

roles ot' women in the .~i"ad'itl~na~ ~i'''''fotil}d'iand o~tport; '\

. ," ,~~,~_~ -""';iters ~a.~·e, .be~,:n. ,'se~ect'~'~ ' t~" pr~'8en~ .a ,cro~"'8e.~t.i~_~
, o f vaewe covering the ' pe rioQ' -from 1900 -t o 1~8o... ' . Nor,mai\..'" .

Duncan , in The :~~y "bf The Sea: inter?r~t8 " 'NeWf~~ (fla~d ~ ' .'

.o ut po r t life "i!i.t·, 1;he"be~9inli~n9 of t ,he ·t ....el\tie th- c..(!nt~ry .

'pre's~n tin9' '';'6~en .~~ ··t h e·i,r "t t a c\i tio~ai: rCi;ell" ~ :. By"contrast, .
.n < -. : . '. ' . " ~ • •• " ::'- . , ., • : ' . ": , • . ., . .. "; . " . ; -:, • . ' ,:

.~a rg !!-re t , ?Uley ; . "~ ~~~f~und~~~d '~or~' w~~d~9 a/~- N,e~.<?u:nd~and : ,

1 '~ , . :::::~~;:::~o::o,:~~:e::~m:;:::d!:~::,::;::e:::~::d : " ;
;{ ' .. st.ruggl'~ . "hilt· t~~,r.d :. writ..er to be exa~it,ed "i s . ~iCh,,:e l: ·~QOfr..

1- ' ~~ose ~.lay Tl\'~~e!4 '! II C~'e~d.is .chO~ e n · because ·,t.h e . female

I =t.:;;;:r::~£72=~:~::::7"~ '·
. _. ' , .~aiight; 1?:~ .~ i,~~ l :w~~e: Q~ c~a;~ge.. ~:: . up~a~~a.~ ; _91-: ~ ' , .:' ."

PQ8t--Co'nfe~.erat·ion · inf.luen,c8s·. .r' '.
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'Phe a~ove ~O~k·8. e ee a'sse:~8ed" ~ith "r.e fer; n;:e 'toa n'umbe'r

~ .f. no.n-f.i:Eticin~l .s t_udi e s of' o !Jtp?l'e. ~women .'co:r-iitg t.~ same ~ ,

.t im,e . pen,-od~ The .ma~Of re~erence ar-e s ~l l~~

~~aulk Murray 's . More. Th~ri50% , .whi c h i s '_ ~~ ~~f.ive . Bt.udy~

,.' : '.
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CHAPTBR " ORE '

~ ..
r~o.DI~ -~ ,~\o~ op ~~:t.r/~ :,~~·~~RT ·

, " : " , ,:, '

. ", ", . . L , . ' . '. ":. >~ _... ' ..' .~. _ , ..'" ._~ .
l. ..'.' .. .".-')<: \ . .. . ....-..).. -~ ' ,..:;.-,.::,- '~ :"::

.. ~ ., .- . By the ':b e gi n niqg of ,hh:f! t we nt ie t h ' .cen t. my; .l .i f e f or.

i.'. :,.i·," ,:.',.:t!:E::~:~::o::~1~~c~:~:::~:::'::~~:i~:E:!:[~:\:~~
,~ :~:·:h::~v::::::.;~ j:~:rf::::l~::~::~::::,::~~:n,::,::."

\o{Ol:k.' o ,f .~he · man of . t l'ie .hOUS·~ : · Th'e's'~ - , women .· .acqu.ir~d · ,cer t ,a i n '

~k.i l1~ ', a~ c~~~'r~n. ,. ·;.~~~~, ~~;::' m.~rr~e~ • .:b;~,e.··cl1 ~ id~~h . o ~~ · ~~~ ~ r ';

own, wh11e at t.he s allie tl.me the y helped i n ' the pr Oduct1g '0''. . /
f .L,Bh ~nd att.~nded to t~e ;any ? t h er chores. whl.c"h an 1801~ ad

~ Xl.~J:. ence and a S ~l5a l~:e~ce -,cono~y requJ.E:e~ . Furthermoloo.
t he , l.1£e of a woman dlffered hardly at all fr Olll one out p rt

t~-'another. · Wh~re ,d l f f e r enc; s eXlsted : ' they wer e U8U*1 ,
\:.he , result of a CO rnrf'lllnL t. y bung c los e r t o t.h e caplt.al c ty

", . -~

o f St. John 's , , t h e ce ntre of edUl::atlon~ . commer~e and c t eore , ¥ , _

, _' Th e rOl~ of w...o~en a n.. ~be tradl t.1.ooal outport co un1.ty "

,'" 'ha~l, been ,rece l vin9 . , ~,nc reased att.en~(o.n i n r"ecet\~ yeu,a. "

'. 'f,' ~,:~!ta, ps " . t, 'h,~" :~ ~," . e8, t e, ,~,~.~p, : 't e'; ~f., th1-,~, ,t.,Y,' ., 0' , :eoemh , i,:l':'~'~,l:e:.,.~~,n ,.
ill, ' fUlda Cnau1k' , Murray ,'s account _.,of outp~r,t women/from "

~i~:7,o.C~~~~d~~_,p ~i.~t~ . ~ Thio 19," :,u,t llca
; i Ori'

l '. '" .. , ,. " " ~" -, ", f,'

"" :,
';':;:.



0l\~ of Canada's A'\l~nt1.c Fol1( lore ~nd F01'k l ,lf e eerree , is "a!1

exte.ns:ve reco:d of th~ out p o rt ' ! 9ma.n" 11f8 . ~ U Bln9; the

commu nl ty of Ell1.ston . J!ona~~ Bay. Murray focuses on t he

fe~ale .ele~~nt' . f ~O~ , 1l\any , poin ts of - vi.elll•. 'sh e 4'!~cribe,s the \"

· '~l~~~;i~l{[~~~~~~;' ~
. :~2!~?Ef·:;B;~:f:~;~=

at ' a young a ge knew the val u e of household goods ' and - t~e \ .
. . ~ . . .." . . . " . . , .. . : ,. ' .

labor requ~r·ed t.d' make t~o8e ", 't t ems . ' ~!i . tns yo~ng' gir l . 'gre:~ '

~:t1to woman.'t100d, . Sb~ ' aS,Burned the' ma~~;: rOl:E!,s. · &Xp-;'c~et.O f · ~'e~':

..:~::~:;:ri::;:::.;~h~:: :~~::::::i:~~~:i;:7t::'::::;::.n'
.: : ~en.e~au~ n~eded ' a wo,man t~ c:iont.r;i.?~~eto.· .t.~e · s h or'e. pro,duction

. of . h is ca~~. '.,A', single m~n depended " On his mother' or sist!!~.

to proVi~ ·th is l!iIervice, .w.~il~ th"e_ma.t"r ied .man expect.ed 'his _

.wi f e to Share ~ 'in ~i~ l abor,. ' ~e~~ ~1t~~~9h ,,mos t 'w:omen vi ew' 4 ·......

these .Bho·t-e :'d'utiee :as a ne<:essa'i:'y partnership 'with thei'r ,

, ~tieba·n~8' • .'., hluib~nds ~td ' n~t 'a's a ' rule ':·'~,;c:i:p;~o.ate bY:'

.::::i:~:~::}~~:..p:~::~:nd2~':a::':::y '::i:::;' ;n:wh.~e

_.__.~

;". -.•'!~-.-.<

., ..... \
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adything "was " in the house . M~ali were preparfld ~nd Bet:

· b e for:r th~ tan .aa required . "I~, ~as a r~re ptan indee'd ' WhO
, .

d'i~ .any . wQ,rk 'f o r )'lis wHe i n the ~~use,even though, wOlflen.

',o f t en did merits w.6rk olltdoors.I~3 ,Howev~r . :t. , 'e maie memb~rli . '

" .' . o~ : the o~t~~.. s·~~i~ty.".~e~oq~ized tJlI! :co~~r b~t~on :~.ad;e ~y . a ~ .'"

~
. '. _ ·::1:~~~·~~!2:::b:':~:Z::l.t~:: ::. :f:::~~t~~;~:~it >, +<' :

- , get nowhere , " 4 ~ . 1 . \ ; :'. :,:/~.)~.::'.>'
Murray 'g1Ve~ t h e fol1owlng accou'~t O'f the ' Bea:o'n~~ ' : ,, ~, . : '. ' ~ '~i..: ,:/:; .

f . ' .'
• c ~eS' that made up :he d",y fo r }t he ave:rage ~oman:

'- j . - , '

~
., . In summe~l .h·e; .day coui.d· take. her ,~~~m'~ouse

• '. ' tOa~::d'!;' :~~t~~;'da~~::~~~~,;~:~a~~"i~g
. -' " . be ries, I,harve i-i t~ng crops , making preserves .

cle.aning jrccee , preparing for Christmas' . .
and doing preliminary . preparations . for · making

"' ~~~i ; . s~:!,~,;~n~~~th~:~d3~I~i:'~~~t~i; :~lt:~:~
hooking 'mats ,"wer,e"al l done 'indoo~8 ; The : .
woman had \ .l~t~tl e 1~~8ure time"for in llddi' .:.ion

, .t o having I to pUll ..h.~r -own weight ' a t.. a. variaty ,
Of-jO,bB«. she ' ~ad··' ,to· . s ~~ . : that . h~amily was
properly fed and care.? ,-for . ,S .~ . ' .

• ~ I ' ; ' .:. ' . .' ."

N?r was~ ~. wQfnan"e~c~sfd' .£~o~ 'ou ti:l,Qor ~' :~~·~.~:~a't'i~?s .'i ·f she h~d" "

': a YOll~9 inf~to care.' f~~ . In ~llch oaae~• . th,e a~::ldi·~i9na.l •

,Tesponaibil.ity. for' child: care .wa B'·plac ed' upon,,: youlJg 'd aught er-

or a .ne i g.hbo r · schi ld, ___

'-.
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, h~"(l'rO~. id l.; ' 0' k "'ilting, Or';Chet .O r q'il t p. t Ch'..

: -:;;g:.r e lJs ~a llY brought. alon~ . The ',"ki t e h en gar d en - was ai.8~

~--,pero~ati,v~ of wome~, ....~o of t en did t he ":<le e d i ng "wh'ile .

- .... ",t a J.e. i ng a spe~ l." H~~ver •. .Hi l da. ChA,ul'k. Hur r ay . conciu~e~

. ~ha·t. : tn~ a~erage woman fe~'t . th a t ' 'h er life . was . sat,ia'fYi ng·..

• - "S h e. ~or:k~d .har d but ·s~e- wa s no t ~ 8l~ve • .Sh e ' W!l.S her

husb~nd :I' p"a.~:tner. :· mo:ce , thi:ln' fi ftyperqe~f-- :the mai nsta y of
.. t~·~ ..f~4iy~ ::~:6" " '. - , - ",

. . ..:

The view. o f t he o~tPo~t woman as preee!'lted by . 'Hilda

Ch a ulK Mu rray .can be supPQJ:t.ed .by refere nce t o a number 'o f

' o t h e r ' 8 t U·~ies . : ' : All . o f , thes_~ 8ub fil t~nt~~ the acc,:)U~ts 9h~ ",

'. : 9,i~~~ ,o f · ~~a~ous ~o~tri~ution,~' ma d e ~y the ~em7/1e em~~r
of th~ 'c o mmun i t y as ~h'e pr ogre lB'ed throug"h ch i ldho od " "

, a~~le:~~~ce, ' ~'qUrt8hi2 " m~r~i~ge ' a~d ~oth~rhO?d~: ' P rt~~~i arlY . ' ; ,

re~ evant .a r e 'the s t~d ies o f D~ha: ~e e D~:-,is, Ellen An tler; ~ .

~ and' 1'lie"Women' e Unemploymen~ '~tud.Y Gr o u p. " . . .

. . DOna: Lee Davi s ' B w~rk .. ' Blobd and Ne rves .. i s ll '1 983
. . . ~

pu o l ic at i on 'o f t.he Inst.itute of ' Sa cr a l and Ece nomic Rasearc::h~
" , . ,. , "

Cen t re a t MemOrial . Universi.t.y of Newfoundl and . This revised,
, . ' ~ '. . ., . " /C, ,

-. ed i ted v ersion o f her Ph.D . di s~rtation fo cu,ees on wome n of
' , ' ." " , .

, t l\ e southwegt. c:6a'.·t· of 'New'f 6 uh dl a ndi' , " f r'om He~,itage to, .. "<,

p~rt-a~x-B'~8que~ , " "'~th Her mitage as t h e" c::e~i~~:l :at:e~ of ....

c:nc·entrat ion . -'x'~C 1Uded ., ' thi ~ in~~mat~:~~UdY ;a~e 'Ch;p~erJ
on th e physical ~nrad'~iOC~l~urar 'aspe,c t s ~f ' Jt!.~no'pa~'~'~. -the

(

"

~:, " ' "
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history of t h e Neltlfoundl a n d .f i s h i ng .indust ry ...li f e cyc l e s r1
• . - ; II ' ' •. ._" .

wc;>men ." the a[f:/', wdmSll'. 5 8t llt:r8.;.an'!1 st!.l: im~q8'. a nd ~m8n'lI_

hea l th .

":>0 Ac cori:l.i,n g . ~o Da v,ia , 'th~ a ge .ee- aa lJumi~g adu l t _'. or.. . .'" . ..... : .
. respone i'bili~ie8 "gerietallY ,dep" nMd upon' the size of the"

fami 'ly" 'a nd"its ·:~e9'ree . ot :" i~il. i t~ within a ma'r9inal.' · e c:~n~m~ .
"Ih ' ~~~ger· :familieB. ~.,..;e ~e . the i r· labor·~~8 not nee:ded," girl:

7: . . ' " ,, ' - . . , .• " .. • .. ', . " _ ,' - ' ,

wr~r~ _ ·~nco.u.~~~~~..to t.eav~. ..8 F,rtrermot~ ~ . ~ t:- wa~ "" un~8U';.

f or .,s~~e : 9i ~ l s as. you ng a s niJl~~ ,year s of . ag~ If be u l 'f

'l ~ upport~ ~9 ' Under " eu cb q i rcums tanc8s. choic~ of work' ....a s · ­

severe l y Il m1t,d, the' 'ma j ~rity ~~'ked as :"ser~i'n:9 . girls' ,

Whil~ t~a.Chi ri9 BChO~l- became th~,' per09atiVe ~( the bst~er. \ ·
e.dUl:~t e~, ".o a v i e ·.'s ipforman·t~ · r e called ~he/r you~h as O· ll .

• ' , ~ ' . "., ' "'l

p eriod of "habd w~rk , ~ard tillte~.,:a,nd 4 l o t ,o f fun : -g

, However . ,t.h i~ - b l eak picture ,ie mo di fi ed by f r ·eqlJen t

re ~ere~ce ~o the high~e·9reil'of fe llowship wh i ch marked grou'p

aC~.ivht!.es ,; ~s ' ~urra~l s acebun~' al8~ n~~es ~ ' , thite lila;' no
, ' ... . ';. . '

. shat:p d ·riJt inq t"i.on bet;....een. work . a nd pl~y , as many o f th e
" l ' , . -

dut i es pe.rf<:,rm; d by ' t~e .g r .oup We re r egarded a l'B~8' a f6 t111 O,f

recreation~ ' " .
<

. , Q~~h. a lso draws at tention; to the n~t~or~ of the 'e x tend~d

,f a .rriilY ,~YB,tem......hi~h ' foe t e r ed- c~mpatib ility a~~per~tio~

i ·n pri.vate l ife ,ad we i Lae in the prOduction of fi.sh f o r •

· ~arke t . ' -'Man y yaung " couple '~: be;a n Mll r r '1ed li.fe , 'har ~n9:' ..t.,he, , - . -, . L... ' .
h o me o f parenti' ~.d -·othe ~ members of th~ _.familY , A,'the

younge r: fami l y .q'r e.w a nd .e v e nt ':!a llY' lle t up lIeparab" liying

,.
....'

-.

, '; .

I •
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quer ee e e , ·t h e ·"e l d o s t chi l~ f~qUenUY 're ma:Lned ' .lUI ll. . ~em~r · ' · :
' . '. . . " ; . . .; . ' .

. o f t he 9 ['andP~~eP:t ...• ~e • . W}'-iim~'9 ~de r m~mb~r8 ' ~ ll. ' f,ami t y ;

I· we :e f\O lO~9~~•.a·b .l.e ...t:o 'ca·i~:'.f~r' t~'e lllselve~~ , }~,ey . w~r~ Ui!' U~~ lY
. ' ta.k(t~ i n; : b y."r~l.a. ti y~. Th er.' t oo . a ,;c l),ild &ro m .il. la r~e . .

1': f iu~ily ~ou ld be: ~nO'f ficiauy: ~~'adopted '~Y ' re l~tiYe8 ' ~hb . . ,

I.·· ; ,B,t4;~11rj~~~~r~1~fE~:llif· ··
'. a nd ~reate:r' g r oup Bol,idanty p r.omot.ed. 10 . '~ ",

ll" .~:. . , Da:~'a 'a,l ~~ r,eco'; d'S' t llat t~~ ro~ e ~f-, w~men a: non-pu~ '
" ~ -, :con~r ibutor B to. h ouseho ld ' ente l-p,riae did 'no t a llow . th~m econo'mi c

i. "' , ' :,::::·:::t~lt~,;;~:::;:\:::! n:~: i:::::::: ' :~~ l:h::::> ' ~ ~
i ' ..:. IDOrllt . eati8 ff.L~9; : to contribu t~" .5~(, · t:hei i"' ~n h ? ua ehOl dll .tll rQu~~
,!,".. " .
. . .' . Jll~~ri age : : .c cin" e·q ue nt..l Y. ~~en. we.r e p~ep«red . f~ r .mat r xll'oOny. a~

1 ~~ji~¥~~~~~~ii$:~3t:' ..
., ... : ' In 'at'l ~~~~~i~~~~~~'" ~c't; ~~,i t;ies ' ~h~ ,w~man' 1 8 ' ·~ont. ;" ib~:~~n.·. ' .. ,

.. " ~·:§~:~~3'~~~~;;?2~~igS1...'
. ~ r ugged ~ ~i ll-ten.ce moftl. t~~er~b.le.1 . ....i.:.9~~, .'''1i..f.e~·:'';~~ ~ " ~ ~~.ri ' , " .

..../ ; .
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' who was e~ ~y t o get along with. handled/f inances ' we 1:1;' kept
' • • ' • • ' ". . • • • . -1 • .., _'. ~ .

a g ood ho.uae a nd " rai s e'd her ,ch..!.i d r en wel L Few women fa)led

o n a nY .Of - t he·ae · counta ',:' LJ · - :- _. . . -

. Elle n "n:'~er " I1 :19?6 .•t Ud~ . ·,wome n ' ,. ~05k. in NeWfOundla~d.
Fi shing F!,mii.i~6 . is aL~o -c~~,a ~ ibi~ ~rth- -t'h·. ·previ?u~lY -: .

. 'me""tioned .work~ : T'h i ~ r~8earel1' con~e.n"t t'·&. te ll 'on" t he out pa r t I

:im:~a;:~:::i~(,.:: )~::/:::::rn::~:~:i:~: , ::;t:~tuc~~~
·tra~~ t he 'Ch a ng e,S' tha t. hav~ evolved' o ver ' the' ' ye ~ ra f r~m the

poa 'i ttQ{\ o f "cc-prcaucer 1 0 a produc er- ?Wned and edn trOlle~ . ,

,. . .: i~ ~ he~~ <"t~. tha ~ l~ f wage' ~a'i>our~ r '~n C.~~i·t_a l.~~t ~~e·d:.~~'~ .

plan.tB " 00 no n- ;iIj9e, la~ur!ra. i n "" P~iV~CY (Of ~~e: ~', h~~'~ ' "~4 .

" Antler a h a t r a c e s ' wome n.' a li;.fe cy~ ~e 9 f rom 'the tr.adi~iona l ' .

t e;! ' ,t~e 1IlOde ~ n a!i ~ell lUI :h~ ~1.l t"n9 .e ~..,(nt~gell'...nd ~i ll~d~a n t'~ges
.. o f 'bo,t h ;, ' ~or worrle~ in the . tr~d' ~ t fo~a i. · fi8hin~ c~uni:Y. B UJl\l1l ~ r"""

: waa . '.( 'time of frenzied 'act.i\tity, as: t h e 'JlIe n' depe nd ed ' on th e

, . labor of ' w~ve B_ a~ dau9htll~. for ~h,- 8~or e proc~.in9 o f tl\e

ca~e~ . · . ~en ~U-ld ~;in9 " the fish aah~re' ilnd ~ith ' th~ he l p of '
. ; . . . ,

, ~he ~6m.en . wou i d he~ ~. ,~~~ i t .~nd qut the. ,~is~. · How~ve~.•.' the '. .

re,poneibilitY,9£ eU,ring , t.he ,: ~ i .h W}l ll. a8l!lig n~d maiply_to , .t.h e

\o~en: and: ·9·~rh . l5 ' " '. ":

Wo men "d i d nO,t : g et' ~a i c:! ,wh.e l,'l .tJ'ie i r l a bor ~as ,IlPp lil)d. '

, t o "'t he ...or~ o f : their' o...n : c ~owd ' . "b ut.'" t he ~i!l l ue' of _the i ~ wor~ ,

,,' In~d~ ~ ~~~ntf~~llnt , ~if:fe re~e~ ' to th~ ·hou.'e·h~ l IL , ~i~' -~~l~ e "' ' ) '

in 'a ' e~~~perat.iv~ .. la~/int~'n'll ive ent~rpr iee c an be ~ nd er8 i:.00d .

'i~ ' ~'~latibn t o th4lt ' Ilta 'nda r d .Of 'p~Yment '~d..' to "the ma"l~
' . , . : -. ' ; ' . \... " '-".: ,," ' .

.; !
" , '\" '. ~' , . " ..- ~. :""
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~~~i~r6 of the c~e~• . ~o~ e~~,mp:e.: a ' man who had no 'Wife,

" "]" ' , or s ~8ter to, contr~bllte .t.o , th-e 6hore~.~for~, . recei:ed

half "a share: qf. th? catch . When he mer r'Led , he r e c e i ved a .

.fut i ·sh';re. w'tth 't h e ' additi6nal sum r e p r e s e n t i ng h i s W~:f~ ' s

con t jbution in' "c~rin9'· the fi~h As"we1:1 as h~r :duties .; "

· · '~:!~~E3~m,2~:0:~~!::~:~~!: ·· .'
havf ' g0.!1E1, ,throU~h traumatic and-etramatic . changes. Antler . says t.

_\ '
.. \ .

,

. /

They ha~e been .p~ol e ta r i <;lni ze·d . It haa 'be e n
a coercive process in Newfoundland jl.i.Bt ll..8 it '

. ' ~::eb~:~~et~e~~:~~~n:~~i~~to·f~~o~~~ . ~h,a~~~~ort ' ,..
.~omen now £ind themselves suffer ilj1g- tl\e- \
same"isolation, aqenation and, sense of .

t~~~~'~i:~~~:~~;::> ~lague ' wom.~.n in ur-ban ' ,
. . ' ~ . . , ..' . . .. .

.~eve r,~~4Anti~~ ai~o ' ~~li~~e 8 that::' th~ "ri,<4ern' :

P\ost-iridust"ri~~ . o~tport,· . wgmen a&'~ ''' no t ~...onfuB~d "b y competing

.a c c Ie t science ' e xp l a n a t i o ns of their condit i o ns ' and r e ma in ' by

'f a r t he most ke~'n :~'B1Y8t8 o f ' recenJ ·e~en,.~ . "18 · '

'·"sa ee,.v_o ~h. ·tapiO ~nd.r ·d isJu ~ s ian i s ·~ r~;art .
'- . :" - :' ' . , . ..-/ . - " , \, .

pubhshed :1n 19 83, t h e result 'o f . 'a tn~ee ' ye~r : 8 t~Q!I.... :

. · the, . li ve s· ·~f ' unemp~l o;ed and worki~9" woin~n 'i n tll s pro~~~e·•

.' N'ot"For " N~thin9 W'U re 8'ea~c~e.d ' b~ ei_ pane~ of ~'i9ht ....orrie~. ' a'n~
.'fu:~~ed : b~ . th~ 'O f'f~ ce of ' s e~r~tar ~ , ~; · s ta t~i~t. Cloven euc h '

. ' . - ';J " " ~.'

. ) .:
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t opics &S "Th e Women wh.a Wo rk -in F i s h P\ants ." "Wome n a n d "­

C'r a·l ts . " r."woplen a nd Welfare; " ,"Non Unionizeo;1 ' Wor king wo~en' . , . .»
and t he La ....~ " "u n.~mP lo~d Women i n Newfci up.d tllnd and Labr~dor . M

TlJ,is s t lldy alBa 811~stantia :..es those b~ Murray. Davis and ,

~J;ltler i n B U~h a~'~as as - the e a r l y , ·i nduct .i o n i nto the work.' . .
f orce . the t1eC~~8~t~ ~f ' Co,;,;op·~ rati:.r~· . · e f for t . t}1e v a lue Of '

. . ' .' . . . . . . ~ ' . , . . . . .:
. non-wage l~.bo.r 0.£ .wortlen( ~s ~eq . as",the, ~eed/ f or a multiplic ity. ,

of sKit ls ' in " P~o~i d_:ng ' f o r ' t h e -ne,ed s "~f ~_'i~mily l · ' ·Th.e t. e.aso~a l

.. .: dt~tate~; ,o f - s'tr~iv.a~:-, :i':n: .a n'~turf.l . · e ~v). ro.i\me~t:.al~n"g Wi·th , th"e .

.' imp~f~~~c~ o~ ~he -~xt.en'ded f amilY,: net;o rk."" Ob8e~ved . Not

For ' No t h i ng; 'i i k e t h e ' A.nt·~e~fS~UdY,. a ~so focu!es 0ri : t h e "

moder n woman,~ e e ~ell . a s the Woman w~o i s 'f n, transi tIon from {

the traditional t o the p res e nt i ife s,t yle . Differences also

r esult f ;-o m' a gr~dual trend towa r d s "t h e d i s s o l u t ion ~f

,e x t e nded ,family ties .

In conclusion, the ,t r a d i t i o nal rol e o f wome n in the ,
'. ' ... -. .

Ne wfo und Ia,nd. out por t appears' to h ave be;~ that o r l1~rd worker ·

a nd helpm~ . .,Th e woma n was ~eCOgni Zed , as~e ·m:i \:.st~Y · Of , :

the' family: . She was the catalyst Ln a tight ly ' knit , 'co- op e r a t i ve

.a nd isolated, community . , · Sh e was her husban~' s partner ,

t~a~ " fifty pe rcent . ,,20
, .

No r man Duncan , Ma~garet DU1~Y :a nd Mic~ael Cook are '

tryree writers· in whose ,lit e r a r y works women p laya s i qn i.fi c a nt .-11.
role' . While mos t o f Duncan's fi ction c e n t r e s on male Characte~I!I,·

-"
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with the emph a s i s ~ein9 on 'a d ve n tu r e stdeies- f O,r boys, the

stories that comp r i s e the collection The way of the "Sea

p,ov~de eev ere i in.te,es;ing pe~spe.ctfv.s "" out50'" wOmen. . "

of.. even gr e a ter import.a~ce- t~~is' preseI'l;t st.ud~ a.r,e the

t h r .e f!: ocveae o f Marga'x;et- Duley. The Eyeatf, the Gull, _CO l~

. Pastoral, and Highway 't o · v.iou·~ , a ; , :Of which have f.~.'e.jl>·
' . ' . •. I . "1

. . ch~ra<:ters ' a s '.thai !:." protag?nists . . . In ' ~he field · o f drama •

._'A hemost. l.nt e st l.ng- an~lY B1. s of a n outpo r : ·woma n 1.9 prov1.ded.

by M h a eI 01< 1.n Ther~1 8 Creed . ~11e ....o me n a r e ~~m1. neht .

~n men c t h e works of, fi ction- a nd dr~a. th~ a b ov e mentioned .~

wor-ks will fo"" the focus of t h i s s t udy . .:;

wr iter_'S WOJ;ks:• . !:"lore detailed :a na l y s i s has been done,

however, in ~h.' c~~. Of.M~:~!~~t· Du.ie~ . Dr .Aii• .~n F.e~~~ ·
hafi , \"r i t t~~~ .a, . compr,ebens i v e , a,?coa~~ , o f. .D!ll,e y ' s ' life.-an ! '"

",o~kS . ,p ay i ng partic,Ularatten.t:i~,~ ', ·tot~e, ' w..iiter' s ei='c~~tions

, ~ o,f. -ouepcee women.. 2'2.• The ....omen in DUley '~s no vels form ;he

subj,ect :.o·f ~~rt,icle by 'patt:icia Donn~lly. •aswell as two
. '" ' "
pi~ce~lbY 'Li rida Wh~lari;2\

W1;'ile .,,\anyreview~' - C!f. Mic~ael.Qg .ok·s plays, includ~g

There'~~' ~ - Creed, , 'h~ve , appeare.d in ', pr~ n t , the ,m;;8 ,~ ' ~e f;n,i t.ive

IiItatement8~ ' abou~ the \p'erceptio~~ 'Of, ~omeh :in ' .thi8 particuia;-
'- . " ' " "": . ,,' , - ' - I ' . ,. "

,. .' .. :-.fI.. .. ..
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p~. come ,f r om t he autho ; hi;'.elf . A. de taile d d i ecuBiii.on

,Of outI:?r ~ ~omen ' a's I?re.e':'t~~"in \I'1)eresa ' i Creed will be .

~a l iu4ed' t \.du r inq t he .CO\J,E' s e o f t h i s present. ~ tudy. AlsO. of '

' no t e are the' c ocaments, of ).Ob~r·tA . ~uchanan. w.ho ' ca l l s ,Th·e r e e-..' s . ' .
" . ' , ' I .

' . '. ' creed . ~th~ u~timate depi~~i~n of ~ t.he ,ou tpo~t woma.n.: \~ ' . : ' .,

.~d,rawi ng ·~ttention.:~o t~~ ;na r.~.r::wrrp; s B of cho.i ce. and , th~ ~~rd.~ip. r

f a.c:~ by tl:t-~se women . 8uc'hana~abo r~fer lli , t o a,n inC?t',e asing ly .' ' ,

." : :~::::~:::~:::~ t:::yO~f:~:~h; :.::::ri:;,:~:::::: ::~UCHon.
, ,~ s trorig · fe:ni nin~ ' ori!ntation . ..~5 ·- ~oOk 1ii~s~kf, B8~~8 ec h,ol d ·

a simila r po"sit.{on : noting i n a n, a rticle en t :itled "Cu lture ·

,a s Cari~atur~ > t h e ' pr omi ne nc e i n r ece:: poiiticallY-Oriented

s a t i rica l drama : ~ o~ · the s t rong . ~1 1 1 ed . " - some t l me s. an~ry "'oman - . 26
' ':'''' J , ; ' ,

" . ~../

v ,

' r, "

."

.':~,:

'.:, ,

( :

e,:
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CBAPl'ER 'lWO

WOMER :18 NORMs DUNCAN 'S THE WAY or TIlE SEA

.-

-.

The f i rst twe n tieth "century wr iter to 'i nc l ud e o\ltport·
... , . - "

Newfoundland women in h i e fiction waaNor man nuecee , Bo r n in
. ' ; . . . .' . ."

· ~ B 7 ~ }~ North; No rwich TO~8hiP . ~ ~Xford c ount y,. Ontlllf io .

Dun~~ma~so lived in/ther Ontario ce wns . From 18? 1 - 1 89 5 .~e

attended the University o f To ronto . He d~d not gradu;ste, .. ,

h i we'ver , . an~ pegan .e c a r'e e l' in ~ourna l i 8 11\ i n t he Uni t ed Sta~• ..

. -1.n t he summer o f ' 1900. Dun can made hi s first vi.i t t o "'. .. .
Ne wfo u nd l a p d . tha"t '''f r a y e d edge' of North Anlerica which wa ll .

· t o b e /ll' ....e l l-·sprin~f inspi ratio~or ·h i m. S~b8 eqUentl.Y .
he made s e v e r a l other v.4sita 'd u ri ng ' which time "he tJe veloped. . . ' . . -
a d e e p bond of fr iendship with the ' Ma riUe ~ fa mily 0.£ EXP10i'~eJ

I~ ~and i n No~re O,ame 8aX' .He a t ec :-,i a i ~e~ Sir Wi ~,fred

Gr'e n f e ll on t h e coast o f r..&brador i ,n 190 3 • . Ou r.i.n~ h ils

/I. ':,/
('. /

. l i f et i me , . Dunc a n was to 'tra~el to the Nea r Eas t and "A.uB tr~l i a ,

but n~ i~pr~ B eion8~wer~ . ~ rea ~e~ . th~n ~hoee he t"or m:d . a~ a .

r esul t of ~h 1B New~oundland V18 1.tB . . rn a ll, h e wrote elev~n "

• books o n Newfound l a nd / one. ot ~hich was a col. lection o f IIhor~

s~oriee s·n titied . Th e Way ' o~· sea . whi cl\ p~f'idfl8 ~h" bee t

ind ~cal:i?n o f h~ '" por~rayal o f Newfound~a~~~n ~~d. "p~e..n~• .

. . '--.

.., r-.

..,
' ,.\'; ".- . ~ ~ :.~.. -. ,'.,. . ,~:

."

..... .
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"a n u~":"ltt.ing epic' of outpor~ life" i n ' stories -aho....ing th.e

stamp of ; gen ius . " ·1

.~

. :< :. 2 . :

~ei:m~n\unca.~ ' · ~J:l.O""S b~th ,d ep t h ' ~f ~_erc-eptiol}o and' .~~P ll. thY t , ';)' . ,.',".~ -".'",,:, "...<.. ' -.",..'" .-' '-:" .... ~ . " -" -"::-".: ..... -. _.".. :
. l~ hi,s' ·p.:re B entat i~~ ' o f. ,t J1e-, «,wfp.upcHand CUltu~~e by -~ep~i::\ing

.: ~;~.~.~~.~::p;',;.j~~ ~-n ~ ' ~h~~~~ ~~ ;~s ti 6 s ; ~',: :~ r~~li~_ti.(: ~~~r:n:e:r_. ~. · -
_. ".. ;, Ai.·~:':'/~::\~f~~ .· ·.i'n.~ ~~.at~:'- ~~~ :~~~~~~~S.8--0f _~~~ e~ _c~nt_~.a:l.i tY ~~ .~~he _,

~~!k 'otliic ). ~ ·. th.e_. outpo};~•. as , w~P as ,t h e " exi8~ence· :o.f .e -

. dtsun~t di~~,Si?z:l _ .Of. : ·tll;b·O~ · a.1.o~9 ~ ~e'~~l ,l i ne's . ' 'H~ , riot!'!s i ? .",

." "h,{s '~e'ry . ~i rs t. '_· s t9ry~ · thus · lil e'tHng.. the tone ,'co r th~ ;~ho i e.

".' ~bli~~tion . ' t~1t - ~bmi~ do ' -riO~ 'gO ·~'~'ti ·to' ~~t~. _fi ;h :: b'ut dO"

'j us t ab'o~t -.e~erYth~n~· 'i!Lse.: Th~y ",milk ~oAts, ~~ke' "bOote:' . .

~~ i·~. ~~1~ S'Pl ~'~ ::W~9d, , 't~d babie.~.• . ~pr'ea~ . fi 8h ~ . q~th~r . ~'~ i i
' f~r ~h'e ' 9~rd~n~-~- :-k~ep ." S·tage~ ~ i ~ar; a~ci":cook -."2 ' :~

., : .

.'"', ': ~ f' .th~ ~ r, . tela t~on Sl:I1P wlt~ , C~·h4~~ .~male· : .~T1a r~cte r s .' ~ Of. t he '.

:::e:~~'i::~:n~:c;:::n:·:~.t:Z:::t:f"::;::::7"',<·.
. , "~.onc~r~irig Billy i..u;t~ a.nd M~~~El:r' Goodchil,4/" and"Th~e

. :~r.Ui t.8 ' ~ f T.6iL."'" .. .

.':.
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T~e . wpnen a.n Th e' ,way of t~e se~_fall l~to lwo.~r .

c e cecor a e e "- - w i ves and mothera.-,-- Dunc an gl\l'es a 4~18t 1.C

portraya l , of ' wd man. tradit i,onaLi y. on t~ e periphery of "ma l e

e ndeavou rs, as the. h.e lP~a~'7 ' 7ompanion : wi fe . a~d m?th.':r1. :

Ye~.it ·i~ - not a ·.~e~earii.n_g p .i?tUre ... all t.he~e '",!~men ar,e i n

t'h"e i r -c v n ' ri gh't , -s~r::o.n~ a.n~ ' ehdur-i~9 s u r viYo.r s ,. Th e Y·,ar e ' ­

' p a r t o f. t.he -cycl~ -·of' ·woi;,.en and comfO'~t.. caug ht'uP ' i n the' .

::::~~: .:f::~::y:::.~;::::',~::::: .::::~nw:o~:;::":::::;~Y
awa.~e o f . the i r pe~v:asive 'p r es-e'nce 'i~ vs~~eral. ;.Of t h e slories.

Th e v'ome;n i n 'Du n can m~-D~ OU~.S ~de the ~le. domain . of sea .

~t~!'Ig9 1 e B . but . tlJ~Y" n o ur ish , pro~ecta~dhOld ' f~st ",

Duncan ' s: Chll rac~te r izatl~n ' O~ wl ve s , a~d y oung >l0men

dec iding to be wives. , fo l l Owlj, an i'f1te r.esting ,pat t.e r n .. Th e

, woman iii. "The' Lo ve ~I: The . f,i'''a' id '~ is -'Mt ' n amed :~ t hrat, alt~~U9h

a 'm08~ . -_~ ra~hic descr ~Pt~?..,.,~'!-.9i~.!~tre' 'ma i d ' , . i ~ :, a ~ i tl't:.t · -,~'
' a ' ~a l) do uld' .de s ire-i ehe, i s ." s l Fon g ; h"ealthy ' (she can lif t ' a

'ba-r re ~' o~ , £l~ur )., .....i ~fu-n ,," ~ndable t 'o lteep·.'1:.he yo u ng admi r e t'S.

at ~ di:s'~ance~" 'r i s a, N~Wfo:~n~,l.and · :er'Sicin .?f t he h~nt,r~8S~
Di ana:, with a ' s e nse o f l'iumo ur and good , b i ceps, , ' Th i s is na . .. _ .' ' .
.f ai·nt ing . SWOOn.11'1.9 .n e rct ne • .but o ne vhc -i n,sp i r,es awe in t h e

, ~ea~t s 'Of men', Sti.;:~. ·~nlY two d'are 'approa~h her: 7t he

..Houng ,. bo i s't e r a us Jim . Rid eo~t. ~ho' ·"....as s i'nfu .l Iliad f o r th e.

~aid~''' ·I / ,an~.i?, ~~~,nt" weatherb:~t.~~_~llh~Oal!•. "On,e

-we e rich in 'pu n t a a n d lne,t.e ., · t.he o t he r ' in ' ~~awn and laUghte....r. ~.

Both l ov ed ~ ~doraQ~· ' ~Ui'a M~ry . ..3

" ..

.;:,
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Pt.' maitt with ' s uc h a "barb'.rOUB appetite~ Buffere t.erribl y
.' . ' . ' -,

dliring a famine, and she is p ain fu lly hungry as Elihu te!tipts

her wi th salmon, pota'toes, f~our an~ tea , whi ie Ji~ ,Ri d e o u t "

c.an .on ly o f f er t wo ce pe Li.n , ' Me lia Mary • . a .' practi cal,

t h r ifty"!'"i d wh o wip ~t- w~s-te lio n inch qf : thread , ca n
: ' I ~ , # . •

. r eadily appreciat.e. ,Elih u 'il ~roposa·l. .An d he ~now8 tha t - a

,~~a 9ged: le~.n ..~al~ '~Od ' ma~ ass~:e a val~e Jt~9h'. ~bOV'~ l ov e

and ! a~.~.,. ~t~er de~ig~~S :.:'4, ' Me,l .i a. _ ~a+"y : s d~ t ermina t~o n . ec e I

's~r~i~~in~ ~'!t . To' s i~ . s o~ an~ bemoa n ' l;l~r f ate i.! no t

for . :'!~hi 8 · handsome ma i d . so und o.f ,:w~nd 'and , ~ imb.: M • • She

bec~rnes coyly inviting . There' "is no ' affec~~tion but mer~l~

a n . o u t .....a:rd .sig n , o f mutual und'e'r stand i ng.

;. Her e ' Dunc~:n als o s h ows ' ~h e ba~ic , t~n~ ion b9~weeh R~,,!anticism -l

, and .Darwi .nism by illus t ra ~ ing a .dr ama o,f "t;h e ,s t r .uq gl e ,.f d r ' ,
" - . " " ' ~ ' .eurva vat ,' ag~l1nst a background of the usually accepted/ ide~s. ' . .. ' . "

o f 'l ove , youth and' passiQn . To balance 't il ts dichotomy .
I , ' " . . :' "

' .Me ~ ia. M,~ty i ~ ,a c c ept i ng . E lih~ Gale '.s proPo8a~ ,o ,f , lJ!agia~ e :

,bec ome s ' t h e ,a ge nt 9f ~is tran~formatJ.on i nto a more lj-en ~ rous .

com~~t ibl~ :~ U~4 n be~~g. " ~. _ _ . . ' ,, '. ' .

, As 4 portrayal o f a ",lfe in "Th e Fr uits ,o f ~Oi,l . " ,pr18c:ilL!l: ' . , . /

" ~is , n~~;' ~~Y8 i,C~ 1 ~ Y described. S~~ ' and he~ hU~band;"S~'lomo~ . :~:" . .' . ~
. S'tride . a r e seen sitting on a be~ch at the door of their ~ , / : );",,:' ' '"

"house at' various in t erva.ls o f their livea . Solomon i;\he<

opti'miat, th.e)!!..eamer, and..at, fi r::B~ P~iSci11a ~choes. this

opt~mis,!\, Being ,e'& sen,t~lty a pra~cti al woman. she has ~s

. her ambition ~he pcaeeeeLcn of a s ewin "au ee

',.
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•g i r l, " says .So l omon . Afte r years of failure , Pri sciHa i s

t he' one who votoes' a pprehension 1.1'\ ~h~ f a ce o f 'the on comi ng

sea son . So lomon ' i s r ene wed wi t h fresh ' con fi.dence wh ile s he

i :,' on l y sure 6£, t:~ fa~t ,that het: h ua.b.,and ~~ ~ a ' gr ':!' a t ,wd~l< er .
.'A.s h e , ra~b le8 on ,s h e smi l es , Dut says noth ing to reinforce
,. . :. . ' "" , . ">' ,.'. , ' , ' <: . . , ' '.
h 1.S .opt 1m1.8m. Af te r a , 11. ~et.J.lne ..0£ ha rd work , and ·fa1 1ur e. -he ~ '

" a t i l! '.h a s d re ams o f bet.ter ' times ahead , b u t 'b y . n~ ~ri8cilla

· i·~ . ,~~~ ' l~ s.~ening< , She 1,9'. ' c6nc~rne~ _ \.Ii~h .4 ~r~ate r. : mys:ter~ . · .

- - t h e , Ut.terances ':0 £ the Seven ' Thunders • . .She i s t r y i"ng t o ;. . . '

'unc over a ncient. ,.p~ophe tic mean i ngs r, to lift the ve il of'

myst ica l expe~i:enc'. Perhaps in ·t. his way D~ncan re flect s

hi~ o...n skepticism r ega r di ng t he "musc·ular Chr i stia niW" o.f

the ~~wfoundlander'(.';l8 he t.ries to decipher this psyche a nd

cu t e dr e .

Whi"le pri s~ci l la is tota llY' absorbed i n profo~nd :mYs te~·1es,

. .solo~n pr epa.res . f o r dea t h ; ·tle a l s o ee e ca e e an agreement

; with , the merc~a.n t , Luke Da rt," i n ' ~rovid ing the necess ities o f

life for Priscilla - .a f ~ E!r h ~ s departure . Here the autho r

also seems t o in j ~ct a deep 'se ns e of mi8givi~g as ~r 18cilla

deve lops . i n t o a ¢~ination 'Of ~'he con templ ative Old Tes:-ament

woman , an d Ma r t ha , t he mi!ttress ~f her own hOU#l8 . t.i~e

Mart.h a , ahe ne eds a sign of rein f~ r'cement from ·t he Lo rd.. a~~

' hope s ~or a s ig n at t'he dea th of S'i)ly, Lu ff ~ " a ho l y -child."

But ~'nii)(e the aged, Bib lical Ann~, th e n is . no - sign' for

Priscill~, a~d So lomon" B d eath does no t p ro .vi de any, . - ..J
u: iumina t i o n . She is le ft. t 'o"l1er own inner reso urce s and

, I ,
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~ith. with .her q ue at, u'nfulfi l led, and her ~ i fe s~ory' ~nde'd

with the dea th o f, her hUBband . ·

Duncan sees the wife ·as n u r t ur er , all-giving- and e cne e I me e

• ~~lf-effaC:·ing . El·~az.er Ma~jel l ~ ~i'fe , 1.B wa it:i. ng ~or .h i m a't .

t he d~or . S upper i s . r eady a~d . the . ho~e' i8' _~~ii9 '.a~d '....arm. ·a ·

refuge f rom the ~t.orm,, · ·The eXi8 ten.c ~· · 'of tHe 'fami l y re e ee

::,:h:<:::;:~i::~9::m::~::":~:ht:~~::"::::y£:~~~:::~~~::. "
. a re ' t het foundations for ' f e ma l e ' domi nation, "i ns,i de - the ", f a mil y : '.' . ; . . ". " . - , .. ~ . . ' , ..

In "The Hea l e r From Far . AwayCove , ,~ Ez ra We sterly ' e . ,

'ot' ife . aptly named ' M~:"Y·. i's se lf e~ facing'..and tbt:ally "

'g i vi ng from e ver d eplet.ing s tQres . Sh e i s the a n tithe'sie o f

Eve- q u i e t , l oving and per~~Ptiv~: she i s wi U in A sa cri fice ,

ai'l ' for t he ' he alth' of h~r' hU~band. DU ~Ca'rf( i n t he '~an~e;' 'Of ,'
, " , ' ,' , , '" , . \ , ' .'

many Newfoundlil'nd men) .. un,ivli,rsaliZ'e s -t'he wi fe1 yrole..b y ,

, ,r ~, ~e rr, i~g ,. t o ' ~et': a~: "the : '~i!~ ~ ~a:)' ~ ., :. only . ~'~e '. -r~ ierence
fg m~de ' t o 't l).e ' ~hi l(l of Mar; ' a~d Ez r a , · fO'r he ~ role as mother

::, .,; b'e~n ' '~ up~ rced~d ~y '~e~: co'~,i~a~ t attend~n,c~ , to" , ~er .d'Y~n9
h usba:nd 'j: ' 'M~r;( ~laO ,'b:'eci~~s comf~r~'~ ; to ' I -shmaal.· when he"

aj~'~~rs f r om, ~,~ ~f.-~~ubt ~ ' ;a 1 tho~~h, Ma r y ~~~~~~f' ,i' s ' l ef t ':' ~~~ 't. i tu ~~ , .

. Th i s' over1appin'9 'ci f ~'th'e ' rolss o f ~iJe ~nd mo ther with ' , "

i,''' .~comp~~i"~~~ 91to~al :r ,n~g:'<b:t ' , "~hY~, ', '~c" l'- lY '~~,d ,', . " . '

e lll9t 1.o nallY, dece n tra lize ·s the 1mI' , o f ,t b e woma n ller.s e lf •. "
' " " , " , " . , '- ' , , ' . ' .,, '

Mary i e ' 8hO~? ,i n the mul t i pl e, ' s Up~brti. ve r oles o f ;\rii f e .·. .

g ood m~ttier a nd} neighbou~l; woman': ' Ho,we~er. she, ' i" no t s~en
. " ,

f u lly deve~oped. pe~Bon in ,her own . r t gh t . $he. 'li'k;~ ,



. most o f the ·.....ife. imaqe. ;

a. s ymboUc Marth"a!Hary h g ure: r a t her . tMA ~ fully depicted, ' . . .
Chanc~r~ , When Du ncan ~eplct s ~he o utpor t ~n ill .ltiOt hU .

-, he .hOW&~Ji- as t.he COIIfo "r t u a.nd nur t ure r. al though sh e ':,
• r~~~8 a ,uP:l~ment t~ t he ~le cha r a cten ..z ..a t1 0DS a nd

a.ctiY1t~~.\ . " " : w~~ re l t he ~:anl l ~o ~e ~ .impor t a.:nt.•. t h e. . :

d e g r ee o f .he r pr~iflencl is ".!!Ib iguOUB: . ~or ';~.i~~ l.e " . throuq~out. '

:'~J:l e ~ ;~ry -Co nc8f .n i .nq Bi Ll,y Luf f and 'Ma st e r OoodCh i l.d, it .

Bi:-i l~"s mo'the r...remii.iP.'. ·- nM\t! le B8 ~ her . ch"r'aC7eriz.~t ion ~nfoldi ;"'~

n re l.atio~ t o the . r~presentati cin o f >er\e~ Yl!~r ' ·o l d. son.

Ag otl't.n, iooIe .'s ee the . anonymity. i n s,Uch phras e s ~. -Na ~a reth '

' LU~ ' I m~ther . - -J o b Luf f '· 8 Ih. !' e . - ~nd El'e :e. z~r ' I· '"wife''' an~
.. .

.. "~o~n ... , One lIIust ~l..SO c o n8ide r t.ha t E:tllkie·l.' s ca .l ~l n9 on
.. .

h.i ~ ~tn,~~ ~ n . tin d~1nq m~merit8 • . .def~~,s "h,i 8 pue~ i 1,8 . fe ars '

and the holt o f _. ub s t ance in hi s reii g t on even IIOr e than the

., · impo,;.n~; ~( · ~ i' ;"0:;'.8<• .~'\>ite. th e ·f;' . 8h ; .7 ",.al< ,,'

' nea~er . ..~ , . : .. .. . .'":. ,.. '. / . .' " .

Duncan s h ows t.he IIlO t h e r i n a not h er' d! n.ion as we l l .

',.. ,i n. 'tlla t ~he g ives t : c~rt~.i n r'esPite ' :~ r the llt r ug g l es aga i il.llt

cru·e.l . ~a~urA.~ :to;·ce8 . The ' ~ea rt t he family a nd th~

.. , .· .~ ~~ rc~ o t ' sUB:t--ai~ing ~~ve , : '/ " . Cre", ~ ~.n: " Be at t.-' . Har~~.r.•
I.S an .e x a mpl e • . The . click o t . he r ' knitting. rte Qdlee comb1~ed wi t h .

.~h~ t7~lt ~.f th~ ~ ~OCk q i~e ~ at<:.ura ~'f\mpend1n~ dO~~'C .:. .

....h i ·c h t i me ..eYo.ntua l ly brin g8, Y~t 'he r cal m. 'W1' 8 presenc·e. is<
. ' ' . - . ' ' p '" ,

: r e i n f or c ed 'by her l arge, 'r o und ey.eqlas.ael . · S i qnificantlY.

he r ' J!.u8ba~ ~all s h~r · rr.o t.her . ·~nd her ,handa a~. nev'!r
:~ .
'.,...

., .
.,. .. i
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",i dl e . ,But i s co n t i nua l l y passing an~ th e small cLoc k

co nti n ues .t o ma r k. 'time l ong-after - the kn i tt i ng. n ee dles hll~e

cease d ' and ' Aunt .j a ne t ' h a s turned 'meditatively t owards t he

coa l s of t h e fire. Sh e i s no l ong er a mother . He~ h a n d s

. >.

h~ i~le ~ri her lap ~
.. ,. \

.' . . T~e ampl,ificatioli. o f th e ' ma ternal role is ..a..leo ap p a r en t { ~

: J.,n t~; ' st~ry 01 Billy Luff . Because th"e mo~~er · is....bll~efUllY

. ~room.i.nq Bi lly to become: ' a preacher and thereby escape tlla
~ J . : , .

tOl l of a fisherman ; the boy Lives an jlnomalous exist'ence . in

the commun ity. Bi llY~ s moth e r i s the dominant penonalHY . ':>1

in h i s life. Du r i ng his illness she carefu lly attends to

"V h.i s needs . She is the comfortilfJ pre8enc~ whose wri,st. SC!H'

gives testi!!l0ny t~e fact th~t in ' ~th i s c ulture, women ere

- I "'" ....
a l so th!l'products of t oi l and strugg le . Th e hl1rdllh ipv o f

he~ childhood ma k e her ambitious ~or ner son, who becomes an

out ~et for he r ~eserves 'o f rove and affection . Shs 18 th~ ' •

. partner in t~e death ....atch and is t~ansfor~ed by' O~ncan into

a Mary hgur,, ·'.sharing in the 8u"fferings of her son, and liS

such, re niai.ne II ' s orr cw'ing figure . Duncan 'J,ln iVer~liz es .t.he·

in his ~ lo9 i ng prose l

. '\
'~~l,a~~~d~:~~:a;o~~ ~~:edU:~~. J~~:~~
covered the harbour waters lind ' c l othe d
all the hills with black.. The shadows
trooped i n... Then. a flood of anguish
.proke frQm .trye moth~eart. 7-.

-;' .
outc;an -~ ilO ma~~8 frequent u!!a " of Biblical . imllq8ry,

j uxtap o si ng oPpo s i n9 patterns of th) ~arin9. positive, '"

~ . ) .'.>::1
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